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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR YOUR 2018 HOLIDAY? 
Come with us to France. Easy to reach, wonderful food and wines, so much history 

and stunning countryside to see and savour. 
October 21st for Five Nights

‘Ypres and the Great War Battlefields’
P&O ferry to Zeebrugge, including buffet dinner and breakfast.

Three nights B&B in the heart of Ypres
Battlefields Tour, Flanders Field, Passchendaele and the Menin Gate

 £549 per head, single supplement £135
Telephone 01584 811424 or 07967 667 691

NEW DIRECTION FOR 
KINLET HALL

Her Grace Emma, Duchess of 
Rutland, was Guest of Honour at 
the launch party for Kinlet Hall’s 

new business venture.
A party to launch Kinlet Hall on 
its  new  business  life  attracted 
100  or  so  people.  They  were 
there to hear plans for wedding 
receptions, offices to let, special 
educational  events  and  an 
invitation  to  suggest  what  else 
can  be  offered  to  keep  this 
lovely old mansion and its staff 
busy.  The  Duchess  of  Rutland 
graced the evening with a blend 
of charm and common sense. 
More on Page 57.

CLEE HILL WILDLIFE 
COMMUNITY A.G.M.

Clee  Hill’s  reputation  as  a 
source of wildlife as well as an 
historic  site  keeps  on  growing. 
The  Wildlife  Community 
Group’s  Annual  General 
Meeting  attracted  40  people  to 
the  Village  Hall  and  offered  a 
range of erudite reports. It’s not 
a  bad  measure  of  the 
involvement  of  people  at  such 
gatherings  that  most  of  them 
had  mud  on  their  boots  and 
showed  little  evidence  of  over 
expensive grooming. 
   We have two reports  in  this 
issue  making  reference  to  the 
curlew’s  falling  numbers.  77 
percent  fewer  breeding  pairs 
over the last decade is a serious 
level  of  decline  that  is  being 
addressed  with  a  drive  to  get 
landowners  cooperating  in 
locating  and  protecting  these 
graceful ground nesting birds. 
   Should we give time to such a 
venture  when  so  much  else 
demands  our  time?  Of  course 
we should - ignore the threat to 
the survival of one species and 
we could find more in peril.

WHO'S ON THE BUSES 
CASE?

Steve Todd's monthly reports on 
the unloved 2L bus service give 
a mixture of humour, frustration 
and simple wonder at the level 
of  incompetence  we  suffer.  So 
the  announcement  that  local 
contractors  R  &  B  are  to  take 
over looks like good news. 
   But as we go to press there are 
gaps  in  the  available 
information. It seems that R & B 
will  handle  the  bulk  of  the 
work,  but  there  is  no  news on 
who will provide the early and 
later  services.  For  students 
travelling to colleges at Ludlow 
or  Kidderminster,  for  people 
travelling  to  work  at  those 
towns and for those with early 
hospital  appointments  the 
situation is not clear. 
   The good news is that buses 
will  travel  from  Ludlow  to 
Kidderminster without the hour 
long tour  of  backstreets.  But  is 
that  one  basic  improvement 
meant to compensate for all the 
other  shortcomings?  This  town 
is in need of a real bus service.
Steve Todd writes on Page 37.



CLEOBURY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Incorporating Wyre Forest Funeral Service 

 

‘The Local Family Funeral Company You Can Trust At Your Time Of Need’ 
 

 
UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF ADRIAN SATTERLY 

* Pre-Payment Funeral Plans  * Horse Drawn Funerals  * Monumental Masonry   
* Home Visits Available    * 24-Hour Service    * Catering & Venue Arranged 

 
‘It is a rare privilege to be a Funeral         
Director, to stand in a sensitive position at a 
crucial time, in the midst of your family, 
knowing that the quality of our service, 
knowledge and reputation will help you through 
this difficult time in your lives’ 

 
8 - 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 

www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
TELEPHONE: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

Each family comes to us because they know we are leaders in our profession, 
dedicated to excellence in service, and have the highest integrity. Our reputation 
has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is concentrated on 
satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your neighbourhood is our 
neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral Director, with over 20 
years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we take personal pride in 

serving you well. 
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MOBILE: 0773 3079679 
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GIVE YOUR DOG  
THE BEST RAW FOOD 

Free Local Delivery. Quality Raw Dog & 
Cat Food, delivered frozen to your door.


Gordon and Rocky, your local 
stockist in Far Forest.


Email: gordon777@btinternet.com 
Text or call 07523 805094 

Website: www.nutriment co

Here to help, with a welcoming 
smile and no charge. It’s the 

Hearing Aid Clinic. 
See Page 7.

There are not many places a 
young lady can walk around 

with a hawk.
See Page 21.

It’s not unusual to ask for a 
train set for your birthday.

For Hobsons’ 25th they went one 
better and rented the Severn 

Valley Line. See Page 43.

mailto:gordon777@btinternet.com
mailto:gordon777@btinternet.com
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YOUR 
HAIR 

IS 
OUR 

BEST 
ADVERT 

PPD FREE  -  PARABEN FREE  -  SULPHATE FREE  -  CRUELTY FREE 
 
“Red Haƌe Ŷoǁ offeƌs a pƌiǀate haiƌdƌessiŶg ƌooŵ.  Perfect for 

those wanting ŵoƌe pƌiǀacy, peace aŶd Ƌuiet“ 
 

45 HIGH STREET 
CLEOBURY MORTIMER 

WWW.REDHARESALON.CO.UK 
 

01299 270702 
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    Swifts Bakery - Established 1863 
 Craft Bakery , Sandwich Bar & Tearoom  

We aim to deliver fresh bread and cakes to Cleobury and surrounding area 
With delicious handmade rolls hot & cold to be eaten in or take away. 

We also offer hot food like the amazing Booton Breakfast. 
Pop in and see what we can do for breakfast or lunch. 

Open open 8 am to 4 pm Monday to Saturday  
18 Church Street Cleobury Mortimer Tel 01299 271190 

www.swifts-bakery.co.uk  

CLOWS TOP GARDENING CLUB
April  is  the  most  exciting  month  of  the  year 
because  we are  well  and truly  into  spring.  The 
gardens are looking green and vibrant, and on the 
whole days are warming up. Nights can still  be 
cold, so keep an eye on the weather and protect 
any tender plants if frost is forecast.
   This is a good time to plant trees and shrubs. It’s 
best to plant in the autumn or now, just as they 
are coming out of dormancy in the spring. They 
can be planted anytime in between but it’s often 
difficult  if  the  ground  is  frozen.  Remove  dead 
wood from trees and shrubs that got missed in the 
winter. Check plant supports and try to keep on 
top of the weeding.
   This month’s meeting will be on Wednesday the 
25th, when we welcome Chris Edwards with a talk 
entitled ‘Gardening for Wildlife’.
Pauline Bowen

TOWN COUNCIL NEWS
The Town Council Annual General Meeting, when 
local societies and bodies can report their work for 
the past year, will be held at Lacon Childe School 
on the 20th of this month, starting at 6.15. This is 
your chance to question the Council about policies 
and work and to hear about their future plans.
   The Council’s notice board at the Market Hall 
has been handed over to the Hall and the Council 
will have a new board located in the town centre.
   The replacement of concrete bodied street lights 
with  more  durable  steel  versions  will  begin  in 
Langlands Road, Love Lane and Childe Road. The 
new lights will be energy efficient LED types.
   The Big Cleobury Survey.  Your views on our 
community and its future are being put to the test 
with  an  important  survey  that  will  influence 

planning for the town. To have your say, visit the 
Town's website or Facebook page to click on the 
survey. Alternatively pick up a paper copy from 
The Market Hall or the Library.

THANK YOU
This  very  courteous  message  came  in  from 
Maureen  Keller  on  March  4th,  when  you  may 
remember that there was a bit of snow about:
   “I  would just  like  to  say “thank you” to  the 
person who came down Mill Pool last night on a 
tractor. It was a really kind thought, and made life 
much easier today. Many thanks.”
   A thank you to both parties on this occasion. The 
first to the tractor driver, the second to Maureen 
for taking the trouble to write.

AND THANK YOU AGAIN
After living at Castle Hill for 50 years I moved to 
Catherton  Close in February.
   I have been overwhelmed and humbled by the 
cards and phone calls wishing me well, bringing 
flowers and hours of practical help and support. 
My next door neighbours were first on the scene, 
 with  a  cup  of  coffee  for  me  and  the  removal 
men.  Friends  came  to  help  me  unpack,  put  up 
curtain  rails,  pictures  on  the  walls,  set  up  my 
computer,  pack  away boxes  of  things  I  did  not 
need  immediately,  measuring  for  curtains  and 
securing the washing machine.
   I  managed to  be  in  before  the  snow,  when I 
found my dustbin put out and my path onto the 
street cleared  I could go on .......
  This  could  only  happen  in  Cleobury 
Mortimer. Thank you one and all
Shaunah Murrell
  PS: One big let down was BT. No Broadband to 
date; a real saga!

http://www.swifts-bakery.co.uk/
http://www.swifts-bakery.co.uk/
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x Fully insured qualified professional 
x Excellent workmanship and quality customer care 
x From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects 
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Email: D_Tramontana@hotmail.co.uk          Website: www.poppysgardenbenches.com 

Telephone: 01299 832227 

Mobile: 07812559530 

Clows Top Garage  

Clows Top 

Tenbury Road  

Kidderminster  

Worcestershire  

From a choice of either strong solid timber or beautiful Welsh cedar wood. These 

handcrafted benches are a must have. 
Unlike flat pack benches, these are quality constructed with approximately 2 Inch 

thick solid wood. 
Due to the sheer size and weight of these benches we do offer delivery. For more 

 information on this, or any general enquires please contact us. 

THE HEARING AID CLINIC
There’s  a  very  useful  service  in  operation  that 
costs  you  nothing  to  use.  It’s  the  Hearing  Aid 
Clinic, open from 10.00 to 12.00 noon on the first 
Wednesday  of  every  month,  in  the  Community 
Room at Saint Mary’s Close. That’s off Love Lane, 
across the road from Lacon Childe School.
   They will clean, service or repair any National 
Health hearing aid, volunteers Arthur Ratcliff and 
Pam Carter meeting visitors with a smile and able 
to deal with normal hearing aid work on the spot. 
They  do  not  have  training  to  deal  with  clients’ 
physical  problems and refer  such matters  to the 
Audiology Service at Shrewsbury.

Service with a smile as a client explains why he’s 
looked in to get a little help.

   While we were there, there was a steady stream 
of callers, the first because his hearing aids were 
slipping out. Arthur took a look, recognised that 
the tube at the centre of the aid needed trimming 
and  carefully  replaced  them,  trimmed  to  the 
correct length before the man left, smiling at the 
better fit.
   While  that  was  happening,Pam  dealt  with 
another man, whose aids needed cleaning. A job 
soon done,  using wet  wipes.  A big  smile  and a 
‘Thank you’ as another satisfied customer left.
   The service is controlled by the Shropshire Rural 
Community Council registered charity and other 
monthly drop-in Repair Clinics are at Bridgnorth 
and Ludlow.  Bridgnorth  is  well  established and 
can get very busy - Arthur and Pam can remember 
the day they dealt with 45 clients in one two-hour 
session. It now opens twice a month to avoid such 
rushes and pressure in future.
   It’s  a  vital  service  that  more  people  need  to 
know about;  we will  be publishing the monthly 
dates in the Clarion Social Calendar in future. If 
you  would  like  to  be  involved  in  this  kind  of 
voluntary work, Shropshire RCC would be happy 
to hear from you. They’re on 01743 360641.

SIT AND BE FIT
This is something new, coming to the Parish Hall 
on the 18th and every Wednesday after that, from 
11.00 to 12.00. It’s Pat Smith’s idea, seen whilst on 
a winter cruise and designed to give the less agile 
some  basic  exercise.  She  talked  to  her 
physiotherapist,  who  agreed  that  with  the  right 
teacher it could be a good thing.  It will be run by 
a  qualified  teacher,  ladies  and  gentlemen  all 
welcome,  and  you  can  expect  a  social  side  to 
develop in time.
   All done in a seated position, equipment to help 
will be available. Sounds very interesting. 
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Professional. Affordable. Local.
 

 

Electrical Installations 

No matter the size, we can gladly undertake all Domestic, Commercial and 

Industrial installations you require. 

A family run business, with over 25 years industry experience. 

From period properties to agricultural solutions, we provide a professional 

service every time. We also do call outs and emergency work. 

Renewable Energy 

Protect yourself from rising energy bills by considering renewable energy. 

Solar PV is the most accessible way you can save energy by producing 

electricity from the sun. Earn a tax free income from the electricity your 

system produces.  

Speak to us about how renewable energy can benefit you or your business. 

Whatever your query, give us a call. 
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THE SOROPTIMISTS
The beginning of our year this month is going to 
be  very  busy.  At  our  first  Business  meeting  on 
April 5th when we welcome and induct our new 
president  Sue Merrill,  our club hopes to have a 
stand at the Bewdley Community Showcase event 
on April 7th. 
 Another Afternoon Tea with Henry Sandon, the 
antiques expert, has been organised for April 12th 
at  2.00  pm  in  Baxter  Church  Rooms, 
Kidderminster:  Admission £7 p.p.  There will  an 
opportunity  to  have  a  treasured  ceramic  or 
porcelain item valued (£3 per item, one per person 
on a first come/first served basis).  
Our Supper/Speaker meeting on April 19th at La 
Brasserie  promises  an  interesting  evening.  Sue’s 
motto  for  her  presidential  year  is  ‘The  Next 
Generation’ and we look forward to the first talk 
given by Ann Becke on the ‘Chernobyl Children’s 
Lifeline’. 
   Our  annual Bridge Tournament will be on April 
25th:  10.00  am to  4.00  pm at  Blakedown Parish 
Rooms - £12 per player including morning coffee 
and  lunch  refreshments.  Profits  in  aid  of 
Alzheimer’s  UK.  To  book  your  place  please 
contact Sue on 07831 487 648 or 01562-700078
   Our  Informal  Coffee  Morning  at  the  George 
Hotel, Bewdley, will be on April 26th from 10.00 
am onwards. Do come and meet some of us. 
   We are ending the month on a high with our 
Midland  Arden  Region’s  Celebration  event  at 
Stone Manor, Kidderminster on April 29th, 2.00 – 
5.00  pm:  the  lovely  ceremony of  the  Change of 
Insignias of all clubs present.

ROCK PATHFINDERS
The Pathfinders walks this month start at 10.30 on 
Thursday  the  5th,  meeting  at  the  Riverside 

Tearoom  in  Arley  DY12  1XA  or  OS  reference 
7648092 if you're an Ordnance Survey map user.
   Then on Thursday the 19th they'll be gathering 
at  10.30  in  the  Hare  and  Hounds  car  park,  in 
Shenstone DY10 4BU or OS 862737. Everyone is 
welcome on these walks,  that  last  about  two to 
three hours along footpaths and bridleways. More 
information from Alan on 01299 400304.

ROAD CLOSURE
Early notice of extensive road works starting on 
May  14th  and  scheduled  to  last  through  three 
phases until  September 28th.  It’s  the renewal of 
water  mains  on  Steventon  Road  down  to  The 
Serpent  junction  at  Caynham.  Commuters  who 
normally use that short cut through to avoid the 
A49  traffic  at  busy  times  should  look  out  for 
diversion signs or stick to the main road and take 
a little longer on the journey.
THE CREATIVE WRITING GROUP

At our March meeting,  the prompt of  'oak tree' 
inspired a surprising variety of pieces, including a 
humorous poem about a swearing buzzard, a play 
involving  a  wedding  proposal,  and  a  ghostly 
party.  Conversation was lively  and veered from 
one writerly topic to another:  how to cope with 
interleaved  action  scenes,  the  problems  of 
dialogue, the advantages of remembering to use 
all five senses. We left with much to think about 
and our homework for next time, which is to be 
inspired  by  the  words  picture,  rock  and  tennis 
ball, and must include some dialogue.
Gill Guest

SILLY BIT 
They say that George Washington could 
never tell a lie. My wife can - as soon as 
she hears it. 
Bob Monkhouse
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     SPS 
     

 
  The complete residential service providing peace of mind for the over 55’s

     

I can assist you with all your property matters to help you establish the security you need 

l  Help searching for a new home and assistance with viewings

                          
l  Transportation and support with banks, solictors and estate agents

             
l  Down sizing or finding a suitable residential care home

              
l  Preparing to sell your home, help with forms and documentation

              
l  Gardening and renovation  l  Fitting handrails & mobility aids           
             

Anything else just ask...

I am a DBS checked, Accredited Advocate and Experienced Property Manager

Your peace of mind is mine and just a call away

Contact Andrew today on: 0795 22 57485

or you can email: seniorpeoplehelp@outlook.com

Senior  People  Services
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Oak Ridge Total Dog Care
Oak Ridge, Mawley, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire, DY14 8PT

A family run business dedicated to the care and well-being of your four-legged
family members on the occasions that life gets in the way.

Our Doggy Daycare provides a fun and safe kennel free environment for your dog
to play and interact with other dogs. With a daily activity program, we cater for all
of your dog's needs giving them the care, stimulation and attention they require.

Tel: 01299 211977 Doggy Daycare open from 7.30am-6pm, Mon-Sat (late pick-up options available)

www.oakridge-totaldogcare.co.uk Rates from £10.00 per half day. Discounts available for multiple & regular bookings.

NEEN SAVAGE W.I.
Despite  our  February  meeting  being  held  on 
Valentine’s Day we welcomed Peter Roper to give 
his intriguing talk ‘What Planet are you from?’ An 
excellent speaker, he kept us all engaged, using a 
simple profiling technique to determine our key 
personality traits. Everyone falls into one of four 
categories and it was interesting watching people 
glance  sideways  at  their  neighbour,  trying  to 
decide which they were in. D: determined, direct 
and  decisive;  I:  inspiring,  influential  and 
involved;  S:  supportive,  steady and sweet  or  C: 
cautious, conscientious and contemplative? 
   According to Peter the key to getting on with 
people is to decide on their personality type and 
then mirror their traits, sometimes all it takes is to 
say the  same thing but  in  a  different  way.  This 
generated discussion and some disagreement over 
whether we agreed with our assessment.
   In  March  Rupert  Bennett  from  Bennett  and 
Dunn Rape Seed Oils  talked about  his  oils  and 
dressings whilst also demonstrating their uses in 
cooking.  Unfortunately,  multi  tasking  may have 
been a step too far for this mere male and there 
were some shocked faces on the front row when a 
fire ball nearly engulfed Rupert and his small gas 
stove!  Fortunately  this  minor  blip  didn’t  deter 
from an excellent talk highlighting the benefits of 
cooking with rapeseed oil in place of other oils. 
   Rupert and his wife produce cold pressed oil 
using a screw press process which is then filtered 
and  bottled.  The  rapeseed  is  grown  by  a 
neighbour  and  the  residue  is  turned  into  cattle 
feed so there is no waste. Rape seed oil contains 
vitamins  E  and K,  has  a  high burning point  so 
excellent for frying and is a good source of Omega 
3.  Rupert  cooked  up  a  delicious  meal  of  spicy 
chicken,  potato  salad  and  a  crunchy  salad, 
including  homemade  mayonnaise,  something  I 

will definitely be trying at home. It was lovely to 
welcome several visitors who we hope will join us 
again.
   April 11th is the Members Meeting when Robin 
Conway  will  be  talking  about  Solving  Crime, 
although we are slightly concerned he has a dim 
view of the WI as has asked for examples of us 
participating in crime.
   On May 12th we are thrilled to be hosting the 
Shropshire  Federation  of  WIs  Spring  Ramble  in 
Neen Savage, thanks to the help of CMFA. 
   For further details please contact our President 
Sandra Dodd on 01299 271563 or come along to a 
meeting where you will be made very welcome.
   Catherine Evans

WORLD WAR ONE ITEMS 
WANTED

Do  you  have  photographs,  letters,  medals  or 
general  memorabilia  relating  to  the  First  World 
War? If you do, the WW1 working group would 
be pleased to hear from you.
The plan is to gather items together and exhibit 
them at a venue to be decided. Items need not be 
restricted  to  military  but  might  relate  to  things 
that happened during the war at home, everyday 
memories of agriculture or industry for example. 
Neither do they need to just relate to Cleobury or 
Shropshire - all would be welcome.
   The  group  is  aware  items  may  have  great 
personal  or  family  importance  therefore  the 
exhibition space will be secure when closed and 
manned when it is open.
   If you do have anything please contact me on 
CM 270010 or 07808 682715.
    The  intention  is  to  mount  the  exhibition  in 
November to coincide with other events  marking  
the Armistice.
Paul French
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken 

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience 

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com 
!

MARK WILLIAMS - PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER 
“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  

and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 
 

Wills or Lasting Powers of Attorney from £85, Free Will Reviews,  
Also: Probate Support, Care Home Fee Avoidance  

& Big Savings on Funeral Plans 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

 

T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887    
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk   W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 
Fellow of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 

!
!
!

 

 

 

CLEOBURY MEMORIALS 
(Part of Cleobury Funeral Directors) 

* New Memorials & Cremation Tablets 
* Restoration & Repairs To Existing Stones 
* Additional Lettering & New Inscriptions 

* Grave Care & Maintenance 

 
 
 

Our Mason is an accredited member of the British Register of Memorial Masons with a City & Guilds 
Qualification in Memorial Masonry. He is also a BRAMM licensed memorial fitter. 

8-9 Talbot Square, Cleobury Mortimer. DY14 8BQ 
Telephone: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
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CLEOBURY PATIENTS’ VOICE
NHS England identified the importance of patient 
groups in improving and monitoring local health 
care. Last year, NHS England made it mandatory 
for  GP practices  to  have  a  Patient  Participation 
Group  (PPG).  CPV  is  the  Cleobury  Mortimer 
Medical Practice’s Group. 
   Our  main  aim is  to  act  as  advocates  for  the 
patients.  We  work  with  the  practice  and  the 
community to ensure patients receive the Health 
and Social care that meets their needs. We act as 
the  link  between  our  community  and   the  
Practice. To maintain trust group members must 
sign a confidentially/data protection agreement. 
   We  stay  up  to  date  with  local  and  national 
health and social  care services.  If  changes affect 
users we will lobby to ensure care needs are met, 
taking into account financial constraints. We also 
promote healthy living and health education. 
   We  meet  at  the  Medical  Centre  on  the  third 
Monday of the month at 6.30pm. A doctor and the 
medical practice manager attend the meetings so 
we  can  discuss  concerns.  We  discuss  proposed 
service  changes  and  developments.  For  health 
promotion,  we  maintain  a  notice  board  in  the 
medical  centre  reception,  a  website  and  we 
participate in events held locally. 
   We could achieve more and promote ourselves 
better  if  we  had  more  active  members.  Low 
membership  hampers  new  developments  and 
even  puts  at  risk  the  services  we  provide.  This 
year we appointed a new chairman Paul French 
and at  the February meeting  gained  two new 
members,  but  we  need  to  grow  to  be  a 
fundamental  part  of  the  health  services  of  our 
community.

   Very  soon  we  will  be  putting  a  defibrillator 
readily accessible in the centre of Cleobury for use 
in the case of an emergency. We want to do more 
of  these  projects  and  more  health  promotion 
events.  We can only do this effectively with more 
members  who  support  the  group.  If  you  are 
interested  in  Health  and  Social  care  in  our 
community  and  South  Shropshire  we  would 
welcome your help. 
   We can  be  contacted  on  01299  407224,  email 
cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.co.uk  or  use  a 
comments  card  in  the  medical  centre  reception. 
For  more  information  our  website  is: 
www.cleobury-patients-voice.co.uk 
Paul French and Jenny McCrorie

AUNT AGATHA  

Have you ever listened to someone talking 
for a while and thought “I wonder who ties 

your shoe laces for you.”?

mailto:cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.cleobury-patients-voice.co.uk
mailto:cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.cleobury-patients-voice.co.uk
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Flowers by Fiona est 1991 

19a High Street,   
Cleobury Mortimer                                                                                          Tel: 01299 272 995 

Fresh Flowers made to order 
Special Occasions 

Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays 
Sympathy Tributes 

We are both highly qualified, very experienced 
and absolutely dedicated to providing our 

patients with the best quality care in our 
respective disciplines.

We have many testimonials from patients, some 
are on our websites and a couple to the right. T: 01584 823331

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
Debby Luxton. HCPC Registered

Treating and Caring for Feet
General and Specialised
(Verruca and Fungal Nail)

Middleton | Ludlow | SY8 3EF                                                                          

OSTEOPATHY
Ian Luxton. GOSC Registered

Treating Pain and Injury
Acute and Chronic

Head to Toe

“I’m now free of discomfort due to the 
excellent and wholly appropriate 
treatment you have given me.”

“We have greatly appreciated your 
attention and trusted your advice.”

www.ludlowpodiatrist.co.uk www.ludlowosteopath.co.uk

HEATH FARM MEATS 
Home produced beef, pork, lamb and mutton. 

Home cured bacon, gammon, sausages,  
cakes, pickles and preserves. 

OPEN 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
WEDNESDAY TO SATURDAY 

01746 718732
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The Clarion Jobs Page  

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    

Job Title/ Company  Job Requirements  How to Apply 

Lower Street Garage 
 
Administrator 

A busy family run garage based in 
Cleobury requires a part time office 
administrator. Three days a week, 
8.30am—5.30pm. 
Good IT skills and customer service 
skills essential. Knowledge of payroll 
an advantage but not essential 

Please contact Marie on 01299 
270208. 

   

   

Job Title/ Company  Job Requirements  How to Apply 

Various Positions Available 
Cleobury Hills Nursing Home 

We will be recruiting for positions 
across the board from care and nurs-
ing to well-being (activities); to  
domestic and kitchen; to laundry 
and maintenance.  

please contact Kimberley 
on kimberley@capuletcare.co.uk and 
attach your CV or contact Cleobury 
Country centre for an application pack 

Butcher/Shop Manager 

GH Bowkett Limited 

Are you qualified/experienced 
butcher with customer focus,  
Enthusiasm & communication skills 

Please contact Glenys Holdcroft or 
Selina Bowkett.  
Tel: 01584 810351 
Email: ghbowkett@gmail.com 

Farlow Farm Nursery Full time vacancy for an enthusiastic 
worker with common sense. Duties 
would cover all aspects of field and 
container production of a hardy 
nursery 

Please contact 
sales@farlowfarmnursery.co.uk for 
more information. 
 
 
 

 
Shropshire Independent Advocacy Service (SIAS) is a small charitable organisation which 
provides advocacy services to adults with mental health problems.  
We are seeking to appoint a Senior Administrative Assistant to provide maternity cover (in 
the first instance) until 31st December 2018, with an immediate start date if possible. 
The closing date for applications is Friday 6th April. Applications need to be made in writing 
accompanied by an up to date CV.	
  
Further information: John.howard@siasonline.org or helen.blackmore@siasonline.org 

mailto:John.howard@siasonline.org
mailto:helen.blackmore@siasonline.org
mailto:John.howard@siasonline.org
mailto:helen.blackmore@siasonline.org
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

•    Carpets
•    Natural floorings (Coir, Sisal & Seagrass)
•    Vinyls

Carpets supplied by: Victoria Carpets, Fibre Flooring
& Alternative Flooring at Unbeatable Prices

Contact Details:-
Address: 26 High Street  
  Cleobury Mortimer •DY14 8BY
Telephone:  H: 01299 270095  
  M: 07739 186163
Email:   garethleach@aol.com

or check out our new website
www.cleoburymortimercarpets.co.uk

Specialist Joinery 

01299 
270626 

Email:Gilbertcarter51@gmail.com  
www.gcartersmartjoinery.com 

Gilbert Carter 
x Built in Wardrobes 
x Double Glazed Wooden Windows 
x Staircases 
x  

Qualified tradesmen, fully insured 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              

Gordon’s Motoring School 
DVSA	
  Approved	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  Advanced	
  Driving	
  Instructor	
  (ADI)	
  

Nervous,	
  shy	
  pupils	
  and	
  learning	
  difficulties,	
  all	
  ages	
  and	
  genders	
  welcome.	
  
Friendly,	
  patient	
  and	
  reliable.	
  Enjoyable	
  fun	
  lessons.	
  
Discount	
  packages	
  available	
  for	
  ten	
  lessons	
  or	
  more.	
  

All	
  Local	
  Areas	
  Covered.	
  

Call	
  Gordon	
  on	
  07523	
  	
  805	
  094	
  
www.gordonsmotoringschool.co.uk

http://www.gordonsmotoringschool.co.uk
http://www.gordonsmotoringschool.co.uk
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

CLEE HILL COMMUNITY 
WILDLIFE GROUP 

The Group’s Annual Public Meeting in the village 
hall  on March 12th  was well  attended,  reflecting 
the level of interest in the area in learning about 
and protecting wildlife on Clee Hill.  There were 
brief  updates  of  the  activities  of  the  five  main 
strands of the group:
The Bird Group which carries out the Curlew and 
Lapwing survey
The  Botanical  Group  which  carries  out  Local 
Wildlife site surveys
The Butterfly and Moth groups
The Novers Forest Bird Monitoring programme
The Peregrine Protection Group

   More  information  about  each  group  on  the 
website www.shropscwgs.org.uk.
After the talks we could view a range of exhibition 
stands. Contributions to the cost of refreshments 
and the raffle resulted in £116.00 being added to 
the group’s funds which will help us to continue 
monitoring and protecting wildlife over the next 
year.
   A grant  from  Rotary  Cares  has  allowed  the 
group  to  buy  boxes  for  kestrel,  redstart,  pied 
flycatcher, swift, swallow and house martin to be 
installed  in  suitable  locations.  As  a  result  in 
interest generated, most of these boxes have now 
been  offered  a  home.  The  new  owners  have 
committed  to  put  them  up,  clean  them  out  as 
needed  and  to  provide  the  group  with  a  brief 
annual report re their usage or otherwise.
   The bird group will  be starting to survey for 
curlew now, with the first survey usually taking 
place around the 1st April. There have been several 
reports of curlew sightings around the hill already 
and their beautiful call is heard on an almost daily 
basis  as  the  birds  establish  their  territories.  You 

can help in this first survey by letting the group 
know  if  you  become  aware  of  curlew  activity 
(contact Chris Bargman on 01299 270514 or e-mail 
chwg.birdgroup@gmail.com).

The curlew in flight. Its distinctive, haunting call can 
be heard on Clee Hill, but the population has reduced 

drastically in recent years. Save our Curlews is 
working with landowners to locate and protect their 
ground nests, which are vulnerable to predators and 

some farm machinery.
This  year  the  information  provided  by  the  bird 
group surveys and reports of sightings from the 
public  will  be  used  to  support  the  Save  our 
Curlews campaign funded from a joint appeal by 
Shropshire  Wildlife  Trust  and  Shropshire 
Ornithological Society. Once a likely nest site has 
been located, permission of the land-owner will be 
sought  to  allow  an  experienced  nest  finder  to 
locate the nest. Any nests found can be protected 
using an electric fence. Chicks will be radio tagged 
and  monitored  in  an  effort  to  find  out  if  they 
fledge successfully. This part of the project is only 
possible due to fund raising efforts by the groups 
involved. You can find out more information and 
make  a  donation  if  you  wish  by  visiting  their 
website  (www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-
curlews).                                            Angela McKirdy

mailto:chwg.birdgroup@gmail.com
http://www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-curlews
mailto:chwg.birdgroup@gmail.com
http://www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-curlews


Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  April  201818

!

A!small!family!run!business!specialising!in!quality!wooden!
gates!to!suit!all!entrances.!

Visit!our!website:!www.turnersgates.co.uk!
Drop!us!an!email:!turnersgates@outlook.com!

Or!give!us!a!call!on:!01299!270!965!

  

MAWLEY OAK TRAVEL 
 

Mawley Oak Garage New Year NEW offers  
We are offering new Discounted prices for LOCAL Companies and their employees,  

Call for more information 
 

Mots,  Repairs  &  Servicing,  Exhausts,  Tyres,  Laser Wheel Alignment,  Clutches,   Shock Absorbers,  Cam Belts, Diagnostics..  
Local collection & delivery service.  Courtesy car available (conditions apply)   

               
Telephone our new Workshop Team  Rick Or Beth today  on 01299 270207   

WEYMOUTH 5 DAY SPRING BREAK 
Tuesday 8th May—Saturday 12th May 2018 

Staying at The Russell Hotel  
over looking Weymouth Bay 

 
Price Includes  

Return coach travel  
Dinner 

Bed & Breakfast 
Entertainment 

Two Coach Excursions 
ONLY £245 Per Person 

For more Information or to Book, 
 Call 01299 270 207 
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The Severn Edge Vets Pets Page                         
Keeping Your Horses Legs Healthy 

by  Kate  Maxwell  BSc  (Hons)  BVSc  MRCVS 
GPCert(EqP)
Lameness is one of the most common causes of a 
vet  visit  for  a  horse.  The  equine  lower  limb  is 
comprised of bone, joint and tendon which don’t 
have  a  lot  of  protective  muscle,  making  them 
vulnerable to damage. By following a few simple 
steps,  you  can  go  a  long  way  in  keeping  your 
horses legs healthy.
Warm Up involves gradually raising your horse’s 
heart rate to increase the amount of oxygen in the 
blood.  Adequate  warm  up  is  essential  to  avoid 
injury  to  muscles,  ligaments  and  tendon  as  it 
increases  the  mobility  and elasticity  of  muscles, 
which  in  turn  minimise  the  amount  of  strain 
placed on tendons and ligaments.  Choosing the 
best  way  to  warm  your  horse  depends  on  the 
discipline  and  the  ground  conditions,  but  the 
basic approach should always be the same and a 
regime  that  is  regular  and  repeatable  is  best 
enforced.
A similar Cooling Down session after exercise is 
fundamental  to  give  time  for  lactic  acid  to  be 
released from tired muscles which will reduce the 
risk of injury post exercise.
Leg Protection is  always  worth  the  investment. 
Generally boots are a more favourable choice for 
horse owners as they are easy to fit,  keep clean 
and are quick to remove. However, there are a few 
problems  with  boots  that  owners  need  to  be 
aware  of;  specifically  heat  build-up,  weight, 
restriction of movement and poor fit. Remember 
that badly fitting boots are worse than no boots at 
all.
There  is  a  lot  less  choice  when  it  comes  to 
bandages, but when fitted correctly, they can help 
protect and support the ligaments and tendons in 
the horse’s lower legs. The main disadvantage to 
bandaging  is  that  they  are  frequently  fitted 
incorrectly and if they are uneven or too tight then 
the pressure can cause tendon injuries.
No matter which form of leg protection you have 
chosen  for  your  horse  we  would  always 
recommend it is removed immediately after work 
to prevent any injuries caused through excessive 
heat  build-up  in  the  tendons  and  ligaments.  If 
your horse has undertaken hard work (galloping 
or jumping on hard ground or exercising on an 

excessively hot day), cold hose its legs for a good 
5 minutes and then give it a gentle walk around 
before returning it to its box. 
Any  evidence  of  your  horse  being  lame  after 
exercise is an immediate indicator that they may 
have  sustained  an  injury  during  exercise.  The 
most  common  injuries  sustained  at  exercise 
include over reach or brushing injuries, bruising 
and inflammation as a result of knocking fences 
and tendon or ligament injuries due to excessive 
extension of the lower limb.
As well as assessing your horse for lameness after 
exercise it is also important to assess your horse’s 
legs carefully to try and establish if there are any 
early signs that something may be wrong. 
Prevention is always better than the cure, so if you 
have  any  questions  or  concerns  about  your 
horse’s legs, speak to your vet!

Kate
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Excellence in  
education since 1620 

We’ve been unlocking the potential of children for nearly 
400 years. We offer the best opportunity to boys and girls 
from three months to 16 years old. 

To book a tour or find out more, call our  
Admissions Secretary on 01562 850204.

Places available.

/HeathfieldKnollSchool

@heathfieldknoll

/heathfieldknollschool

HKS The Bridge 180wx256d AW.indd   1 13/02/2018   13:08
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE LACON CHILDE 
SCIENCE FAIR

This was quite a revelation, local 
businesses  and  interest  groups 
putting on a show for students 
of  Lacon  Childe  and  its  feeder 
primary schools. 

   Kudos  Blends  drew a  lot  of 
attention with the chance to try 
samples  of  cake  and  biscuits 
made  with  their  blends.  Ex 
Lacon Childe pupil Matt Ayers, 
who  works  in  technical  sales, 
was obviously at home, as was 
chemist Ryan Kilworth.
   Eddie  from  The  Write  Page 
was showing off one of his skills 
with a range of electrical tricks. 
He  was  sending  his  call  sign 
GOETZ out on very low power, 
one  fifth  of  one  watt  (“One 
percent of a 100 watt bulb” as he 
put it) and got a response from 

another  enthusiast  who  picked 
up his signal in distant Norway!

   Chris  Neal  had  a  busy  day 
with  his  falconry  display;  the 
children  loving  the  chance  of 
holding a raptor on their gloved 
hand. Chris had brought a range 
of  birds,  including  a  peregrine 
falcon,  each  in  its  own  special 
carrying box.
   He was very happy with the 
day and even more impressed at 
how polite the children were.
   Steve Todd brought along his 
1970  BSA  Thunderbolt  classic 
bike  and  was  busy  letting 
children  climb  on  and  try  the 
saddle for size. “Probably more 
girls than boys,”he reported.
   We  couldn’t  take  a  decent 
photo  of  the  portable 
Planetarium that dominated the 
hall.  The  editor  can  remember 

going  to  the  original 
Planetarium  in  London  a  long 
time  ago.  Now  it  comes  in  a 
trailer and was busy all day.

   Edward  Lupton’s  Meccano 
Spares  attracted  a  lot  of 
attention, with an array of small 
machines  to  operate.  Edward 
inherited  his  father’s  Meccano 
set  and  a  search  for  missing 
parts  was  the  catalyst  that 
started him in business. Modern 
parts are made largely in China, 
the  more  traditional  types  in 
India and he trades globally. By 
that we don’t mean a few bits to 
France, he’s even sent Meccano 
parts  to  the  Isle  of  ReUnion in 
the Indian Ocean.
   This  was the second year  of 
the Fair and it is growing. Nick 
Houghton  and  Charlotte 
Johnston were the brains behind 
it and are to be congratulated on 
another Lacon Childe success. 

Cleobury Compassionate Communities

Needs befriending volunteers

A joint project with Cleobury Mortimer Medical Practice, 

Cleobury Patients’ Voice and Severn Hospice

cl
eo

bu
ry
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om

pa
ss

io

nate communities

Could you give 1-2 hours a week to make a difference to someone, locally? 

Please come and join the team.
Contact Katja Jones 07966 080 111 or cleoburycoco@hotmail.com
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Produced & bottled at 
Mawley Town Farm, 
Cleobury Mortimer 
01299 270359 

Mawley Milk  
direct from the cows  
to a shop near you! 

 
We guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles. 

Early morning doorstep delivery available in Cleobury Mortimer 

Like us on Facebook/Mawleytownfarm 
 

To find your nearest stockist visit our website www.mawleytownfarm.co.uk 
email:  info@mawleytownfarm.co.uk 

 

Local & Seasonal Produce,  
Delicatessen Counter,  

Organic & Gluten free ranges,  
Greengrocery,  

Off Licence, Newspapers,  
Health Lottery,  

General Convenience Store 

Tel: 01299 270 182 

2/3 Talbot Yard, 

Cleobury Mortimer,  DY14 8BQ. 

 

Opening hours: 

Mon—Sat 7am—9pm 

Sun 8am-8pm 

 

 

Mark Pearce 
Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture 

Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products 
Tel: 01746718404 Mobile: 07875425028 

And Much More 

x Fencing  
x Patios  
x Drives  
x Decking  

x Garden Sheds  
x Summer Houses  
x Fence Panels  
x Log Stores 
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The Clarion Clippings - The Local News                                                               

COUNTRY SKILLS 

 
CPCS/NPTC Approved—fully insured 

• Outside Renovation 
• Tree Surgery, Hard Landscaping 
• Slabbing and Fencing 
• Decking, Roofing 
• Contract Mowing 

 
         Call for a free quotation 
 

R. Price & Sons 
Mobile: 07967 140720      Email: roger@countryskills.co.uk 
 

 

i Professionally Trained Chimney Sweep 

i Fully Insured 

i Certificates Issued 

i Cowl Fitting 

i Stove Servicing 
 

  07519 873976    Sweepy.todd@gmail.com 

 

 

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE 
COMMUNITIES

It’s been a while since we’ve updated you from 
the  CoCo  befriending  project  but  with  a  lot 
happening, we thought it time. Over the years we 
have been lucky to nearly always have as many 
volunteers as people needing visits. But recently 
there’s been a shift and we see ourselves with a 
waiting list. So this Spring we are sending out the 
call  for  new  volunteers  in  the  area,  who  could 
visit someone local for one to two hours a week, 
to please come and join us. Our volunteers have 
truly rewarding experience of visiting people who 
often see no-one but carers through the week. 
   Last summer CoCo initiated the Men in Sheds 
project and were able to grant them £600 to really 
get things going as they are certainly doing now. 
Later  in  the  year  our  support  took  a  slightly 
different  turn  when  we  were  able  to  help  two 
local  folk  with  small  grants,  who  found 
themselves in dire need of help that couldn’t be 
found elsewhere.
   In the last six months we have provided four 
training  sessions  covering  Dementia  and  Stroke 
and intend to continue to meet the needs of our 
group  in  whatever  training  they  need.  Where 
possible  these sessions have been opened up to 
patients too.
   But all this has only been made possible by the 
on-going  financial  support  of  individuals  and 
groups in our community. We have recently been 
humbled to receive a donation from the estate of 
the late Michael Turner who died on March 10th 
2017,  while  the  Sunday  Darts  and  Dominoes 

League from The Bell have also made a generous 
donation to us. We thank you!
   It really has been a privilege to establish CoCo 
in a town that is so incredibly supportive and self-
sufficient,  meeting  every  need  as  it  arises,  in  a 
host  of  different  ways.  It  is  wonderful  that  the 
success of CoCo to date means that we can now 
broaden  our  support  beyond  befriending  to  on 
occasion meet the wider needs of individuals and 
to help get other community projects get off the 
ground. 
   To volunteer or refer please contact Katja Jones 
07966080111 cleoburycoco@hotmail.com

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S
The  cancellation  of  the  Birmingham 
Philharmonic  Orchestra’s  concert  in  the  Parish 
Church on March 18th was a real  shame.  This 
annual event seems to have a touch of wonder, 
combining great music with good acoustics and 
a  beautiful  building to  make it  a  very  special 
occasion.  Sadly,  the  English  weather  won  the 
day this year, but there’s a lot more to come from 
this enthusiastic body of fund raisers:
Friday  June  15th  –  Annual  Wine  Walk  around 
Cleobury Mortimer
Saturday June 23rd – Cleobury Mortimer Festival
Sunday  July  15th  –  Open  Garden  Trail  around 
Cleobury Mortimer
Sunday  August  5th  –  Afternoon  Tea  at  Hopton 
Court with the former High Sherriff of Shropshire
Friday November  9th  –  Cleobury Mortimer  100 
Years Ago – a talk by Dr Mark Baldwin
Saturday December 1st – Christmas Fair
   You can watch out for details in the Clarion, or 
you  can  book  really  early  by  calling  Diane 
Waddington on CM 272820.

mailto:cleoburycoco@hotmail.com
mailto:cleoburycoco@hotmail.com
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire  
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mortimer for 17 years 

SPICE NEWS:  
Orders over £40 come with free bottle of wine. Free Delivery up to 5miles from the Spice Empire & Spice Express.  

www.facebook.com/pages/the-spice-empire 

 

 

 

 
 

 
17 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 

6-11pm 6 Days a Week 
Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 

wide range to suit all tastes. 
Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm-

9.00pm. 
As much as you can eat for just  

£9.95 a head. 
Free home delivery up to 5miles 
Reservatitions:01299 270419 

 

 

 

 
 

 
6/7 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer 

‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 
suit all pockets’ 

Top Value dining.  
Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95. 
 

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00-11.00pm  
Reservations: 01299 271485 

 

 

 

 
 
 

57 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
6-11pm Wednesday– Sunday 

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers.  

Monday– Tuesday  
collect Takeaways from 

 Spice Empire: 
Tel: 01299 270419 

Free home delivery up to 5miles.  
Orders: 01299 271604 

Wild at Heart Flowers 
…………..good affordable workmanship………... 

                          Over 30 years of inspiration  
                                                                       By Rachael Mole 

Personalised bespoke floristry…. 
Sculptured, detailed work 

 
Queries welcome!! 

Pre-order only 

Tel: 01584 890 928 
Mob: 07526 283 377 
Email: wildatheartflowers@hotmail.co.uk 
Web http://www.wildatheartflowers.com 

Home visits by appointment 
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FROM THE BANDROOM
We came third at the Midland area competition at 
Bedworth on 10th March. Quite remarkably we are 
off to the National Finals again in September, our 
fourth time in six years.
   We had also moved up to a higher section and 
beat some very good bands. It might seem that it 
is run of the mill for us to qualify for the finals. In 
fact a lot of dedication and practice time goes in to 
getting the test piece perfect and we have one shot 
at getting it right on the day.  There were 16 other 
bands  playing  the  same  piece  and  the 
adjudicators have a difficult job. It is testament to 
the players that we do so well.
   After our disappointment at the finals last year, 
with a different conductor, we were pleased that 
David Maplestone came back from illness to take 
us  to  this  Area  competition.  Sunday  evenings 
have been taken up practicing the test piece and 
on  Tuesday  evenings  we  have  a  general 
programme rehearsal with Andy Culshaw. We are 
very lucky to have talented conductors willing to 
make the journey to Cleobury.
   Our spring concert will be on 14th April and will 
include fish and chips in the ticket price of £10. To 
reserve tickets please contact me on 01299 270262 
or any band member. Tickets are also on sale at 
Carrot Tops.
   We are always on the look out for new players 
in  our  training  band.  Just  turn  up  on  Tuesday 
evenings at the Social Club around 6.30 if you are 
interested in learning to play; we can point you in 
the right direction of a music teacher.
   If you are playing at a higher level and wish to 
join the main band, please get in touch to see what 
spaces we have available. Although most sections 
are full, we are looking at boosting our bass and 

cornet sections, and also need a regular soprano 
player of Grade 8 standard.
   Our  website  lists  all  contact  details 
www.CMCB.org.uk                            Katie Griffiths

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
   Members looked forward to “Wildlife on and 
along the River Severn” by John Robinson, whose 
enthusiasm shone through as he explained he was 
concentrating on the area between Bewdley and 
Stourport. His first pictures were of some of the 
contributory brooks and the River Severn in flood 
and he explained how good the flood was for the 
surrounding banks, fields and vegetation, though 
the houses nearby wouldn’t agree with him.     
   Slides accompanied his talk and he began with 
the flora. One plant,  the water crowfoot,  can no 
longer be seen as it was the favourite food of the 
swans that frequent the river. He went on to name 
at  least  ten  other  plants  that  are  plentiful,  like 
rosebay willow herb. He then followed with some 
outstanding  shots  of  birds,  especially  warblers, 
plus shots of water fleas, damsel flies and dragon 
flies followed, in their adult state and as larvae. 
Most of us knew of water boatmen but not many 
that there are two kinds, one that skims across the 
top and one that does it upside down.
  A keen  fisherman  he  told  about  the  fish  you 
might  catch  and  the  other  creatures  you  might 
see:  a  grass  snake  might  slide  by  or  a  rat.You  
might see signs of otters and mandarin ducks are 
growing in numbers. We all learned much about 
the Severn and its wildlife.
  Our next gathering is April 12th in the Talbot 
carpark for a visit to Hereford Cathedral gardens. 
Please remember to get your plants ready for the 
sale on May 5th.                            Liz Smurthwaite

http://www.CMCB.org.uk
http://www.CMCB.org.uk
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NHS & private eye tests ♦ FREE children’s glasses ♦ FREE NHS glasses  

♦ Home visits  
 

 
 

 

www.cleoburyopticians.co.uk 
16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 

DY14 8BX 
Tel: 01299 270012 

Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 
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Letter from Westminster                                                 Philip Dunne MP

The Cleobury Clarion is on the Worldwide Web. 
From the 4th day of the month, every month, 

including all the advertisements. 
We have readers in California, Hong Kong and New 

Zealand.

With Easter upon us, and after last month’s cold 
snap, Spring has well and truly sprung and with it 
all those things we associate with this time of year 
– lighter mornings, daffodils and young lambs in 
the fields. It is a time where the natural beauty of 
South Shropshire looks at its very best.  But it  is 
also  a  time for  those  of  us  who care  about  the 
environment to take steps to keep it so.
    Last month’s remarkable late snowfall stopped 
many  community  activities.  The  Great  British 
Spring Clean – a campaign by Keep Britain Tidy - 
was extended to 25th March to give people time to 
get out and help clean up their communities.
    But now with milder weather to come, we all 
have the chance to do our bit  and maintain the 
momentum of the Spring Clean by ensuring our 
streets,  verges  and  wider  countryside  are  free 
from  litter.  There  are  regular  community  litter 
picks  in  towns  across  South  Shropshire,  so 
consider giving some time if you are able.
    The government is giving appropriate focus to 
what it can do to help reduce litter and pollution 
across  Britain.  Thanks  to  programmes  like  Blue 
Planet 2 and other widely seen media, there has 
been  an  awakening  of  public  awareness  and  a 
welcome shift in the approach we take to tackling 
litter  and  waste  –  from  a  previously  reactive 
solution, to a much more proactive approach.
    This is something I noticed since taking up my 
new role as a member of the Environmental Audit 
Committee  in  Parliament.  In  recent  months  we 
have been undertaking an enquiry into plastics, to 
help recommend what steps government can take 
to reduce our reliance on single-use.  The plastic 
bag charge has shown how quickly behaviour can 
change  with  an  83%  reduction  in  plastic  bag 
consumption in the first year. So by reducing our 
consumption  of  single-use  plastic  products,  we 
can  help  stop  at  source  the  growing  plastic 
contamination of our oceans and waterways.	
  

   Last month I met students from Bishops Castle 
Community College to talk about this issue, and 
was  inspired  by  their  clear  commitment  to 
improve  marine  health  by  reducing  plastic 
consumption. These students visited Aberystwyth 
to  clean  the  beach of  litter  and collect  samples, 
and I believe are the first school in the country to 
survey their findings and submit this data to the 
Marine Conservation Society for their database.
   Of course, when protecting marine health, there 
are limits to what we can achieve in our country 
without  international  cooperation.  Globally,  just 
10 rivers carry 90% of the plastic entering oceans, 
eight of which are in Asia, and two of which are in 
Africa.  But  by  taking  new  steps,  the  UK  will 
demonstrate international leadership, doing more 
to  help  developing nations  tackle  pollution and 
reduce plastic waste, including through UK aid.
    Back  here  in  Shropshire,  I  am  confident  our 
rivers  will  benefit  from  the  new  pollutant 
management  rules  for  farmers  introduced  from 
this month. This requires good farming practice, 
so that farmers manage their land both to avoid 
water  pollution,  including  managing  fertilisers 
and  manures,  taking  reasonable  precautions  to 
prevent pollution from runoff or soil erosion, and 
requiring soil tests at least every 5 years. Farmers 
have a responsibility to help keep our waterways 
free of fertilizer and pesticide pollutants - I speak 
as a tenant farmer myself along the River Clun, 
taking steps to reduce run-off - so these rules to 
encourage  more  widespread  adoption  are 
welcome.	
  
   Finally, our environment is there for us to enjoy, 
so  I  encourage  constituents  to  get  outside  and 
make  the  most  of  South  Shropshire’s  beautiful 
surroundings – perhaps by taking in some of the 
great walks in our local area.
   Philip Dunne
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1 High Street, Stottesdon DY14 8TZ        Tel: 01746 718270         www.fightingcocks.co.uk 

The Fighting Cocks Inn Stottesdon 
 

An historic inn, officially dating back to 1830 as a pub, but older as a coaching inn, and a brew house. The Fighting Cocks is 
famed for its passion for local produce, real ales, and initiatives to support the local community. We sell local produce from 
the pub and shop including local fruit, vegetables, meats, and of course the pubs famous homemade pies. Homemade 
puddings are also served both in the pub and the shop - but you will need to get here early! 

 
Steak Nights Every Friday 
10oz local ribeye or rump 
Only £9.95 
 

Senior citizen lunches 
Tuesday to Friday 
12:00 – 2.30pm 
 

Live Music 
Saturday Evenings 
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Cleobury Mortimer Benefice 

Cleobury Mortimer Benefice 

Services, Events and Activities throughout the Benefice—April 2018 

St Mary the Virgin Parish Church, Cleobury Mortimer. 
Services: Every Sunday - 8.30am Said Eucharist & 9.45am Parish Eucharist. 
Events/Activities:  
19th—Mothers Union—”Out of Africa”, Mike Patterson will be talking at the home of Pene Rob-
ertshaw from 2.30pm. Fore more details contact Gabrielle on 270510. 
26th—Service of Wholeness and Healing (Life’s stresses) 7.00pm in the Methodist Church. All 
are welcome. 
Our Alpha course continues in the Parish Hall at 6.45pm. All are welcome.  
 

St John the Baptist Parish Church, Kinlet 
Services: 1st—10.00am Eucharist, 8th—6.30pm Evensong, 15th —10.00am Matins,  
22nd—6.30pm Evensong,  29th—No service 

St Mary’s Parish Church, Neen Savage. 
Services: 1st—11.00am Eucharist,  8th—No service,  15th—6.30pm Evensong,  22nd—9.00am 
Eucharist, 29th—6.30pm Evensong 

St Michael and All Angels Parish Church, Hopton Wafers. 
Services: 1st—10.00am Eucharist,  8th—10.00am Eucharist,  15th—10.00am Family Service, 
22nd 10.00am Eucharist,  29th—10.00am Eucharist. 

Saint John the Baptist Parish Church, Doddington 
Services: 1st—11.00am Eucharist, 8th—No service, 15th—No service,  
22nd—3.00pm Evening Prayer, 29th— No service. 
 
Events/Activities: 14th—50’s Tea Party, 2.30pm at Doddington Village Hall, Dress up and enjoy 
and afternoon tea with 50’s music, contact Celia Gibb for more information, Tel: 01584 318036. 

All Saints Parish Church, Neen Sollars 
Services: 1st—11.00am Eucharist, 8th—No service, 15th—No service,  
22nd—11.00am Family Service, 29th—No service. 
 

St George’s Parish Church, Milson 
Services: 1st—11.00am Eucharist, 8th—No service, 15th—Eucharist, 22nd—No service,  
29th—No service. 

The Church Office open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday mornings from 9.00am—12.30pm 
Contact details: Sam Adams, cleoburychurch@hotmail.com, Tel: 01299 272916 
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Vehicle sales & valeting 

Tel: 01299 271365             Mobile: 07710 913401 
 

 

 
DOES THE CAR NEED A SPRUCE  

FOR THE WINTER? 
 

GIVE ASHLEY A CALL FOR A QUOTE  
 

FULL OR PART VALETS TO YOUR BUDGET 
(BOOKING ESSENTIAL) 

Guitar Tuition
 Experienced tutor based in Stottesdon.

 Teaching for 20 years privately and in schools.

 One to one or shared lessons.

 Member of the Registry of Guitar Tutors

and Musicians Union.

 All ages, styles and abilities welcome.

 DBS checked, full liabilities insurance.

Contact: MARK.CHECKLEY@sky.com

01746 718636 - 07708 386433

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

A LONG TERM READER
It was several years ago that we had an enquiry 
about posting a copy of the Clarion to a lady in 
Ludlow who used to  live  in  Cleobury.  Nothing 
unusual about that, but this message came in from 
Texas. We were happy to help and a letter duly 
arrived with a cheque to cover the postage. Mrs 
Edna Morgan became a regular  treader and the 
editor even delivered a copy to her door himself 
on one occasion.
   In March we received this letter:
   “The reason I  write  is  that  my mother,  Edna 
Morgan  to  whom  you  kindly  send  copies  in 
Ludlow, no longer spends much time reading. It is 
probably  her  deteriorating  eyesight  but  also 
energy  as  well.  She  will  be  94  on  the  Queens 
Birthday on April  24th.  Her  daily  paper  suffers 
the  same  fate  and  she  prefers  the  passive 
enjoyment of daytime TV these days.
   “As  this  is  the  case,  the  postal  copies 
arrangement you kindly provided for many years 
can now be ceased. If in the future she misses it 
and wants to re start, I will write again.
   “Thank you so  much for  your  kindness  and 
willingness  to  send  the  Clarion  to  one  of 
Cleobury’s  oldest  former  residents.  It  has  given 
her  much  pleasure  and  reminiscences  over  the 
years.
   “In queen-speak : Long may she and the Clarion 
live.
   “Kind regards, Dilys Walker.”
   Ladies,  thank you for  your  support  over  the 
years  and  may  we  wish  Mrs  Morgan  a  very 
Happy  Birthday  on  the  24th.  It  has  been  a 
pleasure to know you.                                             JR

BINGO AT NEEN SAVAGE
Bingo Night at Neen Savage Parish Hall,  Friday 
April 20th. Eyes down @ 7.30. Family fund raising 

evening, all  very welcome. Five games of Bingo 
and a buffet supper. Cash prize for every game
Non alcoholic bar; bring your own wine or beer.
£10 for adults, £5 for under 12s.
Clare Ratcliffe

MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE 
‘WALK4LIFE’

Midlands Air Ambulance is urging people to sign 
up  for  its  annual  Pound  the  Bounds  walking 
event at Rock on Sunday May 6th, to help raise 
lifesaving  funds.  In  2017,  the  event  raised  over 
£5,000 for the charity, funding two lifesaving air 
ambulance  missions.  Walkers  and  runners  can 
choose from a variety of scenic routes, from a 26-
mile  marathon  to  a  three-mile  family  treasure 
trail.  The  event  is  proudly  being  sponsored  by 
outdoor retailer, Blacks.
   Alistair  Keron  from  Pensax,  experienced  the 
lifesaving  intervention  of  Midlands  Air 
Ambulance  in  2015,  when  a  fall  on  his 
smallholding left him with a serious head injury. 
Midlands  Air  Ambulance  flew  Alistair  to  the 
Worcestershire  Royal  Hospital  in  just  seven 
minutes, a journey which would have taken over 
30 minutes by land. If a patient reaches hospital 
within  60  minutes  of  injury,  their  chances  of 
survival are dramatically increased.
   Pound the Bounds is a really fantastic day out 
for  walkers,  runners  and young families,  and a 
brilliant way to support a local charity.	
  
	
  	
  	
  Registration is £6.00 for the six mile route, and 
£8.00 for the nine mile, half marathon, 18 mile and 
marathon  routes,  with  all  profits  going  to 
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity.
	
  	
  	
  To register your place in the event 
visit: www.poundthebounds.com

http://www.poundthebounds.com/
http://www.poundthebounds.com/
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 The April Clarion Social Calendar                                                Part One

Walking For Health’s summer season sees them meeting at the Sports Centre 
car park in Love Lane. That gives them the option to walk locally or to take a car 

to a more distant start and finish point for the day’s outing. 
On the 4th this month they’ll be transported to the Golf Club, which offers a 
wide range of walks with wonderful outlooks along the way. There will be a 

small charge for refreshments there, but sitting in the sun lounge if there’s a nip 
in the air, or outside if it’s warm, make it good value for money. If you want to 

know more about this excellent social habit, talk to Alan Kimber on CM 271754.
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The April Social Calendar Continued                                              Part Two     

Give your dog a holiday 

Guaranteed Daily Walks 
Heated & Air Conditioned 
Licensed & Insured 

Call Kate & Rich on 01584 890327 or 07967 491428 
Opening hours: 8am-11am & 4pm-6pm          Hopton Bank, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0QF 

 

The Town Council’s Annual General Meeting is a chance to hear about 
their work in detail and to ask questions of the people elected to 

organise and guide the town’s future. The meeting starts at 6.15 on 
Friday the 20th, in Lacon Childe School. 

You can also expect reports from a range of local bodies and clubs, all of 
them a part of the fabric of the community, all with a story to tell that’s 

worth hearing. 
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Ever After     

Day Nursery 
Cleobury Mortimer 

Please contact us on 01299 272 777 
Or Call in to see us anytime. 

Friendly, Caring Environment for the Community 

 

Breakfast club 
After school club 
Holiday club 
“Forest schools” 

        outings 

15hrs education 
funding  
24U funding 
Age ranges: 3 
months to 11 
years 

HIS & HERS

Dog Grooming Parlour
All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

 Alan Smith Aerials 
 

Digital TV  Installations. 
 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 
 

Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB 
01562 549725 

169–171 Newtown Road, Malvern WR14 1PJ
01684 212361 
Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB
01562 549836

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 1AT
01684 212428 

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 1AT
01684 210530
Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB
01562 549716 

• NEW FORD CAR AND VAN SALES
• APPROVED USED CAR AND VAN SALES
• ALL MAKES SERVICING AND MOTS

• PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

• CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS
• CAR AND COMMERCIAL RENTALS

• SELF STORAGE FACILITIES
• MOTABILITY AGENTS

First choice for all your motoring needs

brookhire.co.uk
hillsford.co.uk

hillscontracts.co.uk
hillsselfstore.co.uk

watch | like | tweet   
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Style House Salon 
Your modern salon suitable for all ages 

 
 
 

38 High Street, 
Cleobury Mortimer 

DY14 8DQ 

01299 
271919 

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

THE READING GROUP
In March, 'Night of the Mi'raj' by Zoe Ferraris 
brought us back to the present day. A murder 
investigation set in Saudi Arabia which also gives 
a fascinating insight into the people and cultural 
way of life. A mystery is the main thread of the 
book, a good yarn which quickly immerses one 
into the culture. Ferrraris, who has lived in Saudi 
Arabia, explores the tensions between men and 
women in the Islamic nation, in particular Nayir 
and Katya who investigate the murder of a young 
woman. The interactions between men and women 
were of particular interest as many novels don't 
give the male point of view.  
   There was general discussion regarding women’s 
place in society and how much things have 
changed in the UK in the past centuries. Ladies in 
our group appreciate our freedom of choice in this 
country. Life is obviously changing in many other 
cultures but is it necessarily progress? This being 
the author's first book we were impressed with her 
writing and some members intend to read her 
latest work. Our new book is 'City of Women' 
which we will talk about on Monday April 16th. 
Deana Kimber 271754 

CLEOBURY W.I.
At  the  March  meeting  we  learned  about  the 
history of coracle boats which have been used for 
transportation and fishing for thousands of years 
across the world. Martin Fowler from the National 
Coracle Museum in Cenarth, Wales illustrated the 
subject  with  his  fascinating  collection  of  photos 
some  of  which  can  be  viewed  on  the  website 
www.coraclemuseum.co.uk.

   On Tuesday April 10th we look forward to a talk 
from Charles  Hadwell  who is  a  local  expert  on 
Samuel Thorp, Abberley clockmaker. All visitors 
welcome to  the  Market  Hall  at  7.30pm,  cost  £4 
including  refreshments.  Please  check  us  out 
on Facebook or email judysant10@gmail.com 
Judy Sant

COSFORD MILITARY WIVES 
MAKE MUSIC

The Parish Hall was full on March 16th, with 120 
people  ignoring weather  warnings  to  come and 
enjoy the sounds of  the Cosford Military Wives 
Choir.  A  good  evening’s  entertainment  that 
earned a lot of praise from the audience.
   All  proceeds  from the  evening  went  to  local 
good  causes:  £300  to  the  Royal  British  Legion, 
£550  to  the  Parish  Hall  funds  and  the  £156 
proceeds of the raffle also went to the Hall. It was 
another evening with the Hall being used for the 
benefit of the community, which it does so very 
well.

DODDINGTON NEWS
Our Event-a-Month got off  to a great  start  with 
Pancakes. A good turnout of appreciative people; 
thanks  to  all  who  came,  all  who  prepared  and 
helped, and to Jim for a lovely write up in March's 
Clarion. We also brought one quiz to an end and 
started the next one. Only two people answered 
the first quiz completely correctly and they being 
friends agreed to split the prize. Well done to Jo 
Booton and J Shaw! The new quiz is on a 1950s 
theme to fit with our April Event-a-Month which 
is a 50s Afternoon Tea. Come along on 14th April 
at  2.30pm  at  Doddington  Village  Hall. 
Competition  for  best  50s  outfit,  bottle  stall, 
tombola, and a vintage afternoon tea. Celia Gibb

http://www.coraclemuseum.co.uk/
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:judysant10@gmail.com
http://www.coraclemuseum.co.uk/
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:judysant10@gmail.com
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01299 271 680

36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.

Masquerade
Soft furnishing and 

Interior Design Services

Fabrics Limited

More Clarion Smalls

We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price. 
x Decking 
x Patios 
x Brickwork 
 

For a free quote call Luke on 07443 039608, or email  

shropshiredirtblasters@gmail.com 

x Driveways 
x Fences 
x Outdoor furniture 

Carolyn	
  &	
  Keith	
  Balmer	
  support	
  a	
  number	
  
of	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  involved	
  in	
  charitable	
  
activities.	
  So	
  we	
  are	
  always	
  looking	
  for	
  
soft	
  toys	
  and	
  teddies	
  for	
  the	
  “Teddy	
  
Trust”.	
  www.teddytrust.org.uk	
  .	
  

Also	
  if	
  possible	
  new,	
  or	
  very	
  good	
  quality,	
  
pens,	
  pencils,	
  note	
  books,	
  school	
  bits	
  and	
  
pieces,	
  anything	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  useful	
  for	
  

deprived	
  children.	
  

Phone	
  07976	
  307	
  889	
  

FALCO HEATING 
The Solid Fuel Specialists


GARY HARDING - HETAS registered 
Old Hall Farm 

Clows Top, Worcs. DY14 9HE 
T: 01299 832030 

M: 07896 685 947 
FalcoHeating@gmail.com 
www.FalcoHeating.com

http://www.teddytrust.org.uk/
http://www.teddytrust.org.uk/
mailto:FalcoHeating@gmail.com
http://www.FalcoHeating.com
mailto:FalcoHeating@gmail.com
http://www.FalcoHeating.com
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Steve Todd  -  On The Buses

The Clarion is on the world wide web.  
Every page, including the adverts. 

It appears on the 4th of every month -  
www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

News on the revised service which is apparently 
due  to  start  on  April  16th.  It  appears  that  R&B 
Travel  are  taking  over  the  services  during  the 
middle of the day and this will be numbered 292.  
'But what about the earlier and later services?'  I 
hear you ask. Good question. All I can gather at 
present is that these will be covered by 'someone 
else'. Apparently, Worcs CC seem to be organising 
this  –  Heaven knows why,  given  their  previous 
performance - and Shropshire seem to be unable 
to get any information from them... There appears 
to be an assumption (or should I say hope?) that 
Diamond will  continue to provide the early/late 
service  but,  as  the  'Clarion'  goes  to  press  (23rd 
March) there has been a deafening silence so we 
have no idea whether this will happen and, if it 
does, what the timetable will look like.
   As far  as  the R&B timetable is  concerned,  on 
Monday to Friday, the 292 service to Ludlow will 
leave Cleobury at 0904, 1104, 1304 and 1504 and 
the service to Kiddy from Cleobury will leave at 
0954,  1154,  1354  and  1554.  Saturday  will  be 
different  with  Ludlow  services  departing 
Cleobury at 0904, 1104, 1304, 1504, 1704 and 1904 
(although this  last  bus  only  goes  as  far  as  Clee 
Hill).  The  Kidderminster  service  will  leave 
Cleobury at 0954, 1154, 1354, 1554, and 1754. The 
good  news  is  that  all  the  292  services  will  go 
straight through Bewdey and into Kiddy without 
taking the 'scenic' route thus reducing the journey 
time  to  around  30  minutes.  When  confirmed, 
timetables  will  be  available  in  the  Library  and 
Market Hall.
   Back to the usual misadventures: More snow has 
bought  predictable  chaos  to  the  Diamond 
network. The driver of one Ludlow bound service 
decided that Cleobury was far enough thank you 
and punted the unfortunate passengers on to the 
pavement. One lady had no alternative means of 
transport to get her further and had to take a room 
at  the  Talbot  for  two  nights  so  this  was  an 
expensive  bus  ride.  If  an  airline  did  this,  they 

would  have  to  provide  accommodation  for 
stranded passengers but fortunately for Diamond, 
this doesn't apply to buses otherwise they would 
be broke in a month. A photo has been circulating 
of a Diamond bus in collision with... Redditch Bus 
Station! You wouldn't think this was that easy as 
these buildings don't  generally  jump out  at  you 
very quickly but this driver managed it. Perhaps 
he  was  so  surprised  at  getting  that  far  without 
breaking down that he became distracted.
   Further sights of Diamond’s finest abandoned 
on Clee Hill. I was told this two days running and 
assumed there had been two breakdowns but  it 
turned out that it was the same bus – it just took 
until the next day to recover it. This was probably 
due to the number of breakdowns being too high 
for the recovery services to keep up. A Saturday 
bus  returning  from  Kiddy  also  expired  at  Far 
Forest and the passengers had to contact relatives 
for lifts as Diamond indicated that they wouldn't 
be bothering with a replacement. Apparently the 
drivers  have asked their  management  why they 
spent nearly £2 million on buying Central Buses 
when the cash would have been better invested in 
decent  vehicles  for  their  existing  network.  Not 
sure what the reply was...
   Impressive news that the Elon Musk's SpaceX 
company has successfully put a car into space. I 
understand that for their next major project they 
have teamed up with Diamond buses to put one of 
their brightest and best into orbit. The difficulties 
of such an operation cannot be underestimated as 
the bus weighs over 7 tonnes even when empty 
and this challenge is stretching the abilities of the 
SpaceX engineers  to the limit.  Despite  this,  they 
think that  they  have  worked their  way through 
most of the problems that this bold project poses 
but, so far, they have had to admit defeat on one 
crucial  aspect  of  the  scheme.  They  haven't  yet 
figured out how to get the bus from the parking 
lot to the launch site without it breaking down... 
Steve Todd

http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk


Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  April  201838

 

Cleobury Mortimer based 
Home visits 15 mile radius 

01299 272841 
07805 268439 

 

 

Health Professional  

Janet Manley 
MSSCh.. MBChA 

 BSYA(reflex)    Reiki Master 

Specialist in Reflexology & Reiki Healing 

Registered Chiropodist 

SIMON CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

5 LOVE LANE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER
TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month

STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.
Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For Sale 
Free Local Delivery 

Also Mixed and Softwood Available 
Tel: 07976 895 267 

01584 890 795 
K Phillips & Son Groundwork 

E: kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

07710 288526 • fengleheart@hotmail.com

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

D Painter - Painting and Decorating 
Your local friendly Painter and Decorator. 

Ex British Forces professional, 
hard working and reliable. 

Free quotes, reasonable rates,  
no job too small. 

Please call Darrell: 
01299 271838 or 
07854 770 604

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

mailto:kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk
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MACMILLAN MIGHTY HIKE
One  weekend  during  the  rather  long  and  cold 
January my daughter Rachel and I  decided that 
during 2018 we would raise money for a charity.  
We chose Macmillan Cancer Support because like 
most people we have had personal experience of a 
loved one with cancer: brother, uncle, father and 
then myself in 2015. The Macmillan Mighty Hike 
will  give the perfect  combination of our love of 
hiking and raising money for a good cause. The 
challenge  on July  21st  will  be  to  walk  26  miles 
along  the  lovely  Northumberland  Coast  from 
Alnwick to Bamburgh.  It is like competing in a 
marathon but walking! 
   We would be grateful for any support and there 
is  a  website  linked  to  this  event  for  donations 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
veronica-rachel. If anyone would prefer to make a 
donation without using the internet please contact 
me Veronica Hargreaves on 01299 272944.  

THE SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
The Big Quiz Night on March 4th raised £317 for 
Cleobury  Stroke  Support  Group,  with  10  teams 
braving the inclement weather to take part. Once 
again,  the  questions  proved  challenging  with 
much  head-scratching  involved,  but  delivered 

with his usual aplomb by our Quizmaster, Justin 
Parker. Our thanks go to those who attended, to 
the numerous local businesses who provided the 
team and raffle prizes, and to Justin for helping to 
make the evening so entertaining. 
   Following the success of the Tapas Night last 
September,  we  are  holding  an  Italian  Night  on 
Friday, April 20th. Cath Hinves will be using her 
Italian roots to cook a classic four course menu, 
with  a  glass  of  prosecco  served  on  arrival. 
Between courses, there will be a quiz to test your 
knowledge of all things Italiano. Tickets are priced 
at  £20 each and are available  from Guy Turpin, 
contacting him either by email guy@sunlab.co.uk 
or on 07779 427814. Please advise of any dietary 
requirements at the time of booking.
   Cleobury Stroke Support Group will be holding 
their  April  meeting  on  Tuesday,  24th  between 
2-4pm  with  a  speaker  from  Bewdley  Stroke 
Support  Group  in  attendance.  For  more 
information about the Group, please contact Katja 
Jones at the Medical Centre.
   As usual,  for  more information or  to make a 
Club booking,  please contact  our Club Steward, 
Gemma  Canty  on  01299  271448  or  via  our 
Facebook Page.
Glenys Turpin

ANOTHER MACMILLAN APPEAL
We are  holding a  fundraiser  for  Macmillan and 
need some teddies and soft toys, any shape, size 
or colour. They should be in good clean condition. 
I am happy  to arrange collection, or they can be 
left at my house. If anyone can help they can call 
me on 01299270597
Thank you.                                         Sue Henderson

AN APOLOGY
Mrs Gregory up on Clee Hill organises a series of 
coach trips through the year that we are happy to 
publicise. Except that we said the March trip was 
to Worcester when in fact it was to Gloucester. It’s 
that fool of an editor’s fault.

cleobury country  

farmers market 
In and around St Mary’S church  

saturday 21st april 2018 

from 9.30am to 12.30pm 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/veronica-rachel
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/veronica-rachel
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DOMESTIC GODDESS HOME 
SERVICES

I will tackle any job with care and pride!
I specialise in general household chores and 

de-cluttering of homes. 
I am very reliable.

CRB checked - References available
Contact Julia anytime on
07867646574/01299 832297

fairway 
  

Accountants & Business Advisers 
  

Proactive professional team available 7 days a week.  Highly competitive fees. 
  
  

Contact: Simon Hector 07896 439594 or Simon Connolly 07973 360456 
  

Offices in Cleobury Mortimer & Stourport on Severn 
  

  
Main Tel: 01299 822283    Email: team@fairway-net.co.uk 

www.fairway-net.co.uk 
  
  

Another Page of Clarion Smalls

E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

 SPEEDY, QUALITY DENTURE REPAIRS 
Cracked/broken dentures repaired the same day. 

A 1 HOUR service is available for when time is of the essence, just 
call to make an appointment .  

 
19 Lower Street, Cleobury Mortimer,  DY14 8AL  

Email: nevilleweaver@googlemail.com             Phone: 07973856733 
     All work undertaken by a GDC registered technician 

Denture Repairs                                                    



Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  April  201841

April in the Wyre Forest                                                Linda Iles

One of the benefits of foreign travel is that it can 
open  our  eyes  to  the  good  things  we  enjoy  at 
home. I got back from a long and very enjoyable 
trip last month and despite the cold weather and 
pre-springtime  appearance  of  our  countryside 
was delighted to see the familiar patterns of our 
fields,  woods  and  hedges  again.  Although  we 
notice  the  decline  in  our  songbirds,  butterflies 
and other wildlife we can also reflect that we are 
still richly blessed and should celebrate and enjoy 
what we have. The obvious activity of the birds 
around my garden feeders is encouraging to see 
and tells me it’s my time to get busy outside too.
   The Wyre Community Land Trust have finished 
the  thinning  of  oaks  around  Uncllys  and  the 
forest is now quiet for the nesting season. A new 
owl box has appeared at the woodland edge and 
I’ll  be keeping an eye on any activity.  The bird 
boxes  in  the  orchard  and  garden  have  been 
checked over and cleaned out, and we’re trying 
to keep some vacant for the redstarts and other 
migrants that arrive this month by blocking the 
holes to blue and great tits.  We should see bats 
(Common and Soprano Pipistrelles, Brown Long-
eared,  Whiskered,  Brants and Daubenton’s)  this 
month too as they come out of hibernation with a 
big appetite for flies and moths. There are 40 bat 
boxes fixed to oak trees on the farm but I don’t 
know  how  many  are  used  for  hibernation  and 
breeding because I’m not qualified to check them 
- that’s something I intend to start putting right 
this year. The photo (from FactZoo) is of a Brown 
Long-eared Bat.
   I have an eye on the shoots of Lily of the Valley, 
mainly because good sites for this lovely flower 

in our vicinity were disturbed last year:  one by 
digging to repair a water leak and another by tree 
thinning work. I’m sure they will recover but it 
may take a few years for their rhizomes to make 
replacement  growth.  In  the  long  term  the 
upheaval  may  have  done  them  good  by 
spreading them into new areas and the increase 
in  light  reaching  the  forest  floor  should 
encourage  flowering.  The  scent  of  the  little 
flowers,  which  appear  in  May,  is  surprisingly 
strong and beloved by bees.
	
  	
  	
  Despite the very kind comments of the editor in 
last month’s Bewdley Bridge I can only claim to 
be ‘hugely knowledgeable’ in the realm of trivia, 
and rely largely on other sources of information 
for  the  content  of  my  articles.  ‘The  Nature  of 
Wyre’  by  the  Wyre  Forest  Study  Group,  ‘The 
Natural History of an English Forest’ by Norman 
Hickin, ‘The Wild Flower Key’ by Francis Rose, 
‘Flora  Britannica’  by  Richard  Mabey,  ‘Fauna 
Britannica’ by Stefan Buczacki and other volumes 
pile  up around me as  I  write,  and the  internet 
gives me the British Trust for Ornithology, RSPB 
and other specialist sites. I recommend them all.
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Sue Savage Driving School 
• 29 years experience  
• specialising in nervous & apprehensive pupils 
• high first time pass rate 
• Rural areas covered 
 
 

Contact: 01584890334 or 07979745126 

 

Hobsons 25th Birthday Bash

Even the birthday cake came as a steam engine pulling 
a train of Hobson’s trademark hats. Pictures courtesy 

of  Teme Valley Times.
When Hobsons do anything, you know they’ll do 
it  well.  And  to  celebrate  25  years  of  brewing 
award winning ales, they hired the Severn Valley 
Line  for  the  day  and  invited  400  people.  The 
editor took a young lady who’d never ridden on 
a steam train and she was very impressed by the 
smoothness of the journey from Bridgnorth to the 
new Engine Shed at Highley. After the snows of 
the weekend, they even arranged for the sun to 
shine for the Monday gathering!
   We were greeted with the chance to queue for a 
drink:  alcoholic  or  tea,  coffee  or  hot  chocolate. 
Just the right touch before we wandered through 
the buffet area to stroll amongst a range of steam 
engines. These things are huge when you stand 
next to them on the same level - the big locos that 
pulled express trains are true steel warriors.
   You walk up to railway platform level to look 
into a selection of trucks and carriages. Like the 
Royal  Mail  mail  sorting  unit,  where  postmen 
sorted out letters on the Glasgow to London run 
and hung a sack out  at  each major  town to be 
caught in a net as the train thundered on south.
   This unit was a very special one, from the actual  
Glasgow  to  London  train  that  was  held  up  in 
August 1963 by one of the best known gangs of 

criminals in British history. It was the Great Train 
Robbery,  when  £2.6  million  (£40m  in  today’s 
values) was taken from the train and triggered a 
huge  man  hunt.  The  robbers  were  caught  and 
jailed; not much of the money was found.
   An immaculate carriage offered guided tours of 
another great rarity: King George the 6th’s very 
own  carriage.  It  was  built  in  1941  and  he 
commanded  that  it  would  not  have  luxurious 
trappings at a time when the country was at war 
and many people were living on very little. So the 
furniture - all of it the original - is good but basic. 
There was an identical unit for the Queen and in 
1952 both were inherited by our current Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh.
   It’s 70 feet long and turns the scales at 56 tons, 
because  it  is  armour plated to  properly  protect 
the  sovereign.  There’s  a  telephone  system with 
one red unit, whose dial has the simple label “the 
Queen” as its first digit. It has double glazing and 
air conditioning, the latter very basic, with a box 
of ice slung under the carriage floor and the cool 
air pumped around by fan. When the ice melted 
away, someone had to get down and replace the 
ice,  which  doesn’t  sound  like  a  fun  job.  The 
carriage is on loan to Severn Valley, on condition 
they stored and maintain it. A marvellous piece 
of history.
   The buffet was great, everyone who was invited 
got  a  gift  bag  and  there  was  a  clear 
announcement -not like I remember British Rail 
doing  -  that  the  train  to  Bridgnorth  would  be 
leaving soon.  Back on board for  another  gentle 
cruise alongside the River Severn to pick up the 
car and head home.
   A memorable day out,  combining two of the 
best attractions in the district with the chance to 
see countryside that is visible only to walkers and 
rail passengers. Here’s to another 25 years.      JR
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freshen up your living space...
•  all types of re-upholstery
•  traditional and modern
•  bespoke upholstery
•  cars, trucks and tractors
•  caravans and boats
•  pubs, clubs and hotels
•  professional carpet &    
   upholstery cleaning.

WE GLEAM
PROFESSIONAL RE-UPHOLSTERERS
& CARPET CLEANERS 
We don’t just clean it...we gleam it!

07961 712 683
see pics on Facebook 
website www.wegleam.co.uk    
email wegleam4u@gmail.com   

 

REGISTERED LICENCED FOOD PREMISES FOR HIRE OR TO RENT 
 

Situated in Hopton Wafers. 
Long or Short-Term Hire considered. 

Ideal for Caterers and Cookery Demonstrations etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well equipped Kitchen, Preparation Space, Washing and Storage Areas.  
Licensed Function Room if Required. 

 
For Enquiries call 07711 731 896 and speak to Chris 

 or email info@hoptoncourt.co.uk  
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A DAFFODIL WALK
The  Footpath  Association’s  monthly  walk  this 
month has a fitting country billing as a Daffodil 
Walk. It will take in the Rea Valley, which offers 
some spectacular  views with  very  few roads  to 
interrupt the enjoyment of the surroundings; one 
of those little known gems that you discover and 
never forget.
   The  walk  starts,  as  usual,  from  the  Parish 
Church at 10.00 on Sunday the 1st and all walkers 
are welcome, members of the Association or not.

HARDY PLANT SALE
The Shropshire Group of the Hardy Plant Society 
are holding their annual Plant Fair at Bayston Hill 
Memorial Hall on Sunday the 15th this month. It 
starts at noon and will officially close at 3.00, but 
with  invited  nurseries  and  members’  stalls  all 
offering both advice and rather special plants, it 
may go on a little longer.
   The Hall is in Lyth Hill  Road at Bayston Hill 
near Shrewsbury. If you’re not familiar with that 
area, the entry for your satnav is SY3 0DR. Ruth 
Hinsdale on 07747 834 291 can tell you more.
THE KINGS ARMS POETRY CLUB

A small but very happy band met at the KA on 
March 5th as the new Poetry Club gathered with 
Professor George Castledine as the chair. The long 
established habit of poetry being accompanied by 
a  little  something  alcoholic  made  this  an  ideal 
setting, though it seemed to take a long time for 
the poetry to emerge. But there was a great craic 
and a lot of laughter, which made it a good start 
for  what  is  apparently  intended  to  be  a 
replacement  for  the  old  Faith  In  The  Pub 
gatherings that ran for about seven years with a 
wide variety of speakers and subject. If you want 
to give it a try, it’s on Monday the 2nd at 8.00.   JR

HELP THE PARISH HALL
The Parish Hall  has been moving forward for a 
long  time,  thanks  to  an  ambitious  and  hard 
working  committee.  Their  latest  project  is  the 
completion  of  a  disabled  toilet,  better  disabled 
access and work on the boiler  room. All  of  this 
takes  money  and  to  speed  up  the  fund  raising 
they’ve opened a Just Giving page:
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g /
cleoburymortimerparishhall
   This is a good cause, improving a facility owned 
by the town and booked out every week. It does 
deserve our support.

REQUEST FOR RECYCLING
The Cleobury Festival will take place on 23rd June 
this year and a new addition to proceedings will 
be a community art project.    All  visitors will  be 
invited to get involved on the day in creating a 
piece of art made by the community to be enjoyed 
by  the  community.    The  whole  project  will  be 
made  out  of  recycled  materials  and  we  are 
starting to collect supplies.  At the moment we are 
in  need  of  any  unwanted  garden  or  floristry 
netting / wire. We would also like to incorporate 
empty  soft  drinks  cans.  If  you  have  either  to 
donate, please drop them in to reception at Lacon 
Childe School.
   For a different project, art students at the school 
are also looking for any unwanted ceramic tiles. 
Again, please leave any donations at reception.
Thanks in advance.
Vicky Honeybourne

SILLY BIT 
Maybe the fact that there’s a Highway 
to Hell and only a Stairway to Heaven 

reflects the anticipated traffic?

http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/cleoburymortimerparishhall
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/cleoburymortimerparishhall
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Michael Coombes 
Roofing & Building Maintenance. 

 

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs. 
Slabbing & Brick work 

Wall & Floor Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 

 

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area. 

Call Michael on 07854 047413 

                               

TLC Care at Home are a family run business supporting the local 

community since 2014.  Rated as ‘Outstanding’ for ‘Is the service 

caring?’ by CQC in March 2017.  If you, or a family member, need 

support to remain living at home as your choice, then TLC Care at 
Home can help. 

TLC Care at Home continue to expand and if you would like to join this 

dynamic company as a Care Giver then please give us a call. 

Please call 01299 272897 or visit www.tlccareathome.com 
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www.kimstanley.co.uk

30 HIGH STREET 
CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
DY14 8DQ

0 1 299 27 1 800

07905 766729Physio:Emmett Practitioner

Ultra Sound
Acupuncture

Physiotherapy

Waxing

...and more

Nail Care
Skin Care
Electrolysis

Sharp
Jill

Chartered Physiotherapist.
BSc(Hons),MCSP,SRP
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World War One Heroes                                                                              Paul French

In the last issue we looked at the part played 
by those behind the lines at home in keeping 
things running during the war. A great many 
were women, who took on tasks that prior to 
the war they would not have considered. The 
absence  of  men  meant  that  jobs  had  to  be 
filled and women took up the challenge.
   This fuelled the feelings of women for a say 
in  how  things  worked  and  what  the 
government  did.  In  the  last  year  of  the  war 
some categories  of  women got  the  vote;  the 
war effort and the experiences of women must 
have  played  a  part  in  the  groundswell  of 
opinion. The women who came forward were 
from  all  walks  of  life,  including  some  from 
privileged backgrounds like Flora Sandes.
   Flora  was  born  in  1876  in  Yorkshire,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  a  middle  class  Irish 
clergyman.  Moving  to  Suffolk  at  the  age  of 
nine,  she  spent  her  time  horse  riding  and 
shooting. Her disregard of “suitable “ pursuits 
for a girl of her upbringing was a joy to her 
father  but  not  to  her  governess  or  finishing 
school. At 18 Flora was a trained stenographer 
in London and using her skills and a legacy 
from a rich uncle she started to travel to Cairo, 
British  Columbia  and  the  United  States. 
Whilst in the US she is reputed to have shot a 
man  in  self  defence.  Upon  her  return  to 
England  she  took  up  shooting  once  more, 
bought a racing car and trained in First Aid.
   In 1914 38 year old Flora was living with her 
aged father and nephew Dick. He remembers 
that Flora knew nothing about housekeeping 
and cared even less; she was short haired, over 
fond  of  alcohol  and  cigarettes.  Events  in 
Europe came to her rescue when in July 1914 
the Austro Hungarian forces invaded Serbia.
   She  went  as  a  member  of  a  St  John 
Ambulance unit  to help in the humanitarian 
crisis  in  that  country.  By October  1915 Flora 
was  fluent  enough  in  Serbian  to  join  the 
Serbian Red Cross and work in support of the 
2nd  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Serbian  Army. 
The Serbs were in steady retreat by this stage 
and somehow Flora found herself becoming a 
soldier.  When the  terrain  became impossible 

for an ambulance she declared that she would 
join the 2nd as a Private. 
   It was not unusual for women to serve in the 
Serbian  Army  but  Flora  is  the  only  British 
woman to do so. She was highly regarded and 
twice mentioned in despatches. Within a year 
she was promoted to sergeant and wrote her 
autobiography,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
donated to Serbian prisoners of war.
   In 1916 Flora was injured by a grenade and 
taken to a field hospital where she remained 
for two months,  during which time she was 
promoted to Sergeant Major and awarded the 
highest military decoration Serbia could offer. 
May 1917 saw her  back serving at  the  front 
until the end of the war. At the end of the war 
Flora remained in the Serbian army and was 
commissioned an officer, the first woman and 
only foreigner to be honoured in this way.
   In  1922 she was demobilised and left  the 
army to live on her pension, supplemented by 
teaching English and writing. At the age of 65 
in  1941  she  was  recalled  to  the  army  when 
Germany  invaded  Yugoslavia.  After  the 
Germans  defeated  the  Yugoslavs  she  was 
imprisoned, then released on parole until the 
end of the war.    
   After  adventures  in  Rhodesia  (now 
Zimbabwe)  living  with  her  nephew  Dick, 
Flora was forced to leave by the authorities. 
Basically  they  were  not  happy  about  her 
fraternising with the black African population 
and drinking beer with them. Eventually she 
made her way home to Suffolk where she died 
in 1956 aged 80.
   Flora was privileged and certainly unusual, 
she  had  money  and  was  encouraged  to  be 
whatever she wished, but she exemplifies the 
women of the war. Working at home or at the 
front, looking after family and keeping some 
element  of  normality,  they  did  what  was 
asked,  demanded or what they thought was 
right.
   We thank them all for their support and 
effort, remaining as they do perhaps the 
unsung heroes of the Great War.
   Ladies, we salute you.
   Paul French
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Tel: 01299 271257,  Mob: 07411 142755,  Email: stuart.boomerang@yahoo.co.uk 

Friendly, reliable service 
Local & long distances 
Fully council licensed (up to 12 passengers) 

Airport transfers 
Courier service 
All occasions catered for 

 

JOHN VAIL 
Plumbing, heating and bathrooms 

Installation of boilers, cookers and gas fires 
In homes, park homes and caravans 

Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates 
GAS                       LPG                         OIL 

Gas Safe and OFTEC  registered 
07971 624804                          01584 890946 

johnvail123@btinternet.com 
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CARROT TOPS 
28 High street, cleobury mortimer 

Come in and see what a wide range of fruit and vegetables we offer.
And all at a price that will surprise and please you!

Open from 8.30am until 4.00pm Monday to Saturday and 9.00 to 1.00 on Sunday.
Lots of special offers, including bargain bowls of mixed fruit.

Boxed deliveries to your door our speciality and pleasure.
TELEPHONE: 07583 831 867

NETWORKING ON TOUR
Cleobury  Country  have  a  regular  monthly 
networking meeting at the Centre on Love Lane. 
And  a  recent  addition  to  the  programme  is  a 
quarterly  visit  to  a  successful  local  business  to 
hear how they got started, how they operate and 
maybe  what  their  future  plans  are.  It’s  an 
exchange of views like this that can spark ideas as 
you realise that someone else has faced problems 
similar to your own and is willing to explain how 
they dealt with them.
   In March a small group gathered at the Pioneer 
Centre,  to  be  greeted  by  recently  appointed 
manager John Thompson. He and his wife Naomi 
packed the family up and moved from Scotland to 
Shropshire, where they’ve quickly settled in and 
taken a liking to the countryside around them.
   The party were greeted warmly, signed in and 
shown to a warm room where tea, coffee and cake 
was available. I resisted the cake, but was told it 
was very good; it certainly looked it.
   John started the evening off by introducing Luke 
from Bournemouth and Jake from New Zealand, 
both on a one year course as trainee instructors. 
They described the routine of their working day, 
and  the  range  of  22  courses  on  offer,  from 
academic  through  to  sporting  and  gymnastics. 
Interesting  is  the  provision  for  students  in 
wheelchairs  to  try  some  of  the  really  testing 
exercises, such as the high wire, where a special 
ramp gives access to the tower top.
   They talked warmly of the effect their work has, 
from  meeting  a  group  of  as  many  as  12 
newcomers,  who  will  range  from  confident  to 
timid as they tackle some of the exercises.  They 
both agreed that the best part is to take a nervous 
youngster  and  persuade  them  to  actually  try  a 
testing exercise like the high wire then see their 

facial  expression  change  from  fearful  to 
exhilarated when they realise they can do it. The 
facilities available include a water sports centre at 
Whitemoor, near Lichfield.
   The  Centre  accommodates  both  British  and 
overseas parties, and whilst the faith behind the 
place  is  Christian,  there  is  no  restriction  on the 
beliefs of those who visit. 
   We had a brief walk around the site, where the 
lighting is enough to see where you’re going but 
not  glaring.  What  impressed was  the  quality  of 
the furnishings, all looking fresh and clean and a 
tribute to the staff’s cleaning discipline. There is a 
capacity to tutor, sleep and feed 316 visitors plus 
staff, which makes it one big operation. And very 
little known to many here in the town. We came 
away very impressed.
   As  well  as  managing  the  Cleobury  Country 
Centre,  Clare  Todd  is  the  organising  strength 
behind the networking meetings including these 
on-tour visits. It does take two hours out of your 
after-work  day,  but  meeting  new  people  and 
hearing how they succeed is a great source of new 
ideas and deserves better support. There were ten 
of  us  on this  trip,  which wasn’t  boosted by the 
temperature  being  well  below  normal  for  mid 
March,  but  we still  saw and learned a  lot.  And 
there was no charge.
   If  you’re  in  business  and  not  a  member  of 
Cleobury Country, it’s  worth talking to Clare or 
Sam at the Centre about the meetings specifically 
designed to help people like you swap ideas and 
hear what tricks others have learned. The on tour 
visits  normally  carry  a  small  charge,  but  if  you 
look  at  the  price  of  some  thought-provoking 
events they are an absolute bargain.  It  could be 
well worth your while to look in or give them a 
call on CM 272300.
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Fully ABTA/ATOL Bonded
First Class service from booking to return

24 hour emergency phone number
Experienced, well trained staff

Summer/Winter Sun Holidays
Cruises

Ski Holidays
Weddings and Honeymoons 

City Breaks
Tailor-made Holidays

Flight Only
Theatre Trips

Heritage Day Trips

Come in, WE’REOPEN

01299 400130
www.tranquillity-travel.co.uk

within the Mercure Hotel, Bewdley (free parking)
Find us on Facebook @TranquillityTravel

Independent Travel Consultants
est 2003

Tranquillity Travel
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
MEN’S SHED

   From an idea floated last October, this concept 
has taken off and is beginning to look like a real 
success. That’s a brave forecast to make, but it has 
attracted a small band of people who simply get 
on  with  the  job  and  don’t  waste  much  time 
talking.

Power  behind  the  drive.  From  left:  Neil  Tisdall, 
treasurer;  Pete  Blackburn,  chairman;  Keith  Martin, 
secretary;  David  Robinson,  land  donor;  Katja  Jones, 
inspiration  and  sponsor;  Mike  Patterson,  practical 
adviser. 
   The idea behind the Shed movement is to give 
men,  normally  those  retired  and  looking  to  fill 
their days, but possibly victims of redundancy or 
illness, somewhere to use or learn practical skills 
and  be  given  guidance  by  those  with  more 
experience.  It  has  been shown that  such simple 
socialising  is  a  measurable  help  to  men 
experiencing loneliness and unable to talk freely 
about it. With that brief, ex Police Superintendent 
Pete Blackburn emerged as a natural leader with 
good organisational  skills  and was soon elected 
chairman.
   In the early weeks there was a visit to Oswestry, 
to see their busy Men’s Shed and hear how they 
had  developed  the  idea.  They  have  separate 
working areas for wood and metal, plus a social 
area. There is national Men’s Sheds groups with 
advice and good contacts for basics like insurance.

   Neil Tisdall took on the role of Treasurer and 
began  the  struggle  to  get  a  business  account 
opened  with  Lloyds;  he  succeeded.  Only  then 
could  the  group bank  the  cheque  for  £600  that 
Katja  Jones  and  the  CoCo committee  agreed  to 
donate be banked and some small bills paid. 
   David Robinson was approached to see if there 
would be space on his  Tenbury Road industrial 
site  available.  Anybody  who  knows  this  fine 
Christian  man  will  recognise  his  willingness  to 
cooperate and a site has been marked out. When 
we photographed the cheque presentation it was 
just a stretch of mud, but there’s room to erect a 
big  shed  and  begin  to  instal  machinery  in  line 
with the plan Mike Patterson has drawn up.
   The necessary architectural drawings have been 
drawn by Pete Blackburn’s dad, a retired architect 
himself,  for  submission  for  planning  consent. 
Keith Martin is  more than a  thorough secretary 
who wants everything done properly, he also had 
a free mobile caravan offered through an old trade 
source.  That  wasn’t  good enough as  a  base  for 
work,  but  he’s  working  on  it  and  has  other 
possible sources to explore.
   Mike Patterson has  a  farming background in 
Africa  and  acquired  the  practical  skills 
maintaining an operation out in the relative wilds 
requires. You can appreciate the progress made in 
six months from talking an idea over to having a 
group set up, with a bank account and a site to 
build  their  Shed  on,  when  Mike  says  “In 
Tanganyika  it  took  a  year  to  get  a  business 
registered.”
   This rate of progress reflects enthusiasm for the 
idea and men with ideas and energy, plus some 
generous  support  from  other  sources.  The  next 
stage is  to  recruit  support  and get  more bodies 
and skills at work. There’s a site waiting to have 
the footings dug and laid, a working shed to be 
found and moved onto site and materials found 
for  the  actual  building  work  to  start.  Oh  yes, 
there’s the matter of planning consent as well.
   But the pace of development in just six months 
suggests this core of enthusiasts will grow, their 
plans to recruit members will help to bring both 
money and ideas on board. And the impetus will 
carry them through to the day when the first key 
is handed to David Robinson and he’s invited to 
perform the official  opening.  This  is  Cleobury - 
we get it done.
Membership? Pete Blackburn on 07776 243 584
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x UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
x UPVC Windows, Doors &  
 Conservatories 
x General Home Improvements 

Free No-Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience 

x Re-roofing & general building 
work 

x Replacement Glass 
x Patio Jet Washing 

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

CLEOBURY	
  MORTIMER	
  PARISH	
  HALL	
  
——————————————————————————	
  

Flicks In The Sticks this month is at 7.30 on Saturday 21st  
 ‘ME BEFORE YOU’ 

staring EMILIA CLARKE and SAM CLAFLIN 
 Come along and enjoy a wine, tea or coffee in good company. 

_______________________________________________ 
  

Our new seated exercise group for both male and female 
is starting on Wednesdays at 11.00am each week: 

         ‘SIT AND BE FIT’ 
 Call at the hall 11am to midday on Wednesday 18th April 

 Demonstrations will take place and tea and coffee served 
 For more details contact Pat Smith 01299 270592 

Your	
  Parish	
  Hall	
  -­‐	
  the	
  Town’s	
  Best	
  Value	
  Venue	
  
To	
  book	
  the	
  Hall,	
  call	
  Jan	
  Short	
  on	
  01299	
  271070
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KINLET HALL LOOKS AHEAD
The  Engleheart  family  and  friends  gathered  in 
Kinlet  Hall  on  March  22nd  to  talk  about  the 
future.  After settling in with a glass of  fizz and 
some  very  tasty  morsels,  something  like  100 
people  crowded  into  an  inner  room,  where  the 
piano  in  the  corner  and  a  sax  player  ready  to 
serenade  made  it  clear  this  was  to  be  a  happy 
occasion.
   Business first. Julian explained the reasons for 
the  renowned  Moffats  School  closing  after  70 
years and some of the plans for the future. Like 
wedding  receptions,  offices  let,  special 
educational  sessions  and  other  ideas  in 
development.  He  quoted  the  man from English 
Heritage who told him that the family had saved 
Kinlet Hall; now they setting out on the next stage 
of its useful life. 
   At that stage the Duchess of Rutland took the 
stage and proved to be a rather special Guest of 
Honour, a lady with her feet firmly on the ground.

The Countess. An impressive lady.

   She explained that she was not high born, but a 
farmer’s daughter born not far from Knighton. As 
the Duchess she and family moved into Belvoir 
Castle  in  Leicestershire,  250  rooms  of  ancient 
building  with  500  acres  of  estate  and  the  roof 
leaking so badly that water was pouring into the 
library and threatening the historic books there. 
   She told how the children came to her for help 
and she put on her Barbour and Wellington boots 
to venture out on to the roof - two and a half acres 
of  it!  It  seems a  drain  was blocked and Emma, 
Duchess of Rutland, claimed it  was her greatest 
achievement in life to remove three dead pigeons 
to stop the flood. 
   She asked everyone to support the Englehearts 
in their new venture and was given a warm round 
of applause after we’d raised glasses to toast their 
success. It’s quite a place is Kinlet Hall, and the 
long,  winding  drive  to  the  house  always  gives 
you a warm feeling for such a perfect setting. Just 
right for a very special occasion.
   Enquiries about facilities for events at the hall 
should be directed to clemmie@kinlet-hall.co.uk  or 
telephone 012 99 841285.

LUDLOW FRINGE ART TRAIL
June  16th  to  July  1st.  Now  in  our  sixth  year. 
Artists are invited to exhibit and sell their work at 
a  selection  of  venues  across  the  beautiful  and 
historic  town  of  Ludlow  during  its  lively  two-
week Fringe Festival. We link up artists wanting 
to take part with venues wanting to act as hosts. A 
map is published showing all the venue locations 
with information about each artist involved, and 
3000 copies of this are made freely available prior 
to the event. The art trail is promoted nationally 
including  via  the  Fringe  Festival  brochure  and 
website. To find out more please contact us for an 
information  pack.  Email  john.jarvis@freeuk.com 
or call John on 01584 873182.

The Clarion is available on the World Wide Web 
from the Fourth of every month. 

www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk 
All 64 pages, including the advertisements.

http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
mailto:clemmie@kinlet-hall.co.uk
mailto:john.jarvis@freeuk.com
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
mailto:clemmie@kinlet-hall.co.uk
mailto:john.jarvis@freeuk.com
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL 

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email - admin@lacon-childe.org.uk 

the future begins here 
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds 

!

!

31#High#St.##DY14#8DQ### # ####################www.notjustaboutbackpain.com#

!

Sue#Brown#MA#MSc#DC#MMCA############07932#00#00#28#  
!

A#refreshingly#gentle#method#of#chiropractic#suitable#for#all#ages.#
!

*#BACK#PAIN#*#SCIATICA#*#POSTURAL#PROBLEMS##
*#SCIATICA#*#SPORTS#INJURIES#*#JOINT#PAIN#

#

PLUS#*#CORPORATE#COMPUTER#(DSE)#WORKSTATION#ASSESSMENTS#
#######*#BACK#CLASS#–#Weekly!exercise!class!for!those!with!back/neck!pain!

01299 841230 • www.kinlet-hall.co.uk

Kinlet Hall
DY12 3AY

Venue Hire

Grade 1 Listed

Exceptional setting in
100-acres of Grounds

Licensed Wedding Venue

Corporate Events

On the B4363, 5 minutes
from Cleobury Mortimer

Training Courses Upcoming: 
Health & Safety Level 3—5,6,7 March—£ 325.00 
 First Aid at Work—12,13,14 March—£ 190.00 

Design your own Marketing Strategy—16 March—£ 75.00 
Emergency First Aid at Work—20 March—£ 70.00 + vat 

Portable Appliance Testing—21 March—£ 195.00 
Paediatric First Aid—26,27 March—£ 112.00 

All course costs + vat 
 

For more information on courses or if you require a booking form   
please contact the centre 

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com 

 



Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  April  201859

I provide a comprehensive financial planning 
service offering specialist face-­to-­face advice 
tailored to you. My services include:

Intergenerational 
Planning

Business PlanningInvestment Planning

Retirement Planning

Quality financial advice for family, for business, for life

I offer a no obligation initial discussion simply 
to establish whether I can help you. 
Please contact me on 07576 484494.

i

de Courcy May Wealth Management represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more 
details of which are set out on the Group’s Website www.sjp.co.uk/products.

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

APRIL 2018 ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMME. 

 Friday 7th April come and join us for 
a night of karaoke starts at 8pm 
anyone welcome. 
 

 

Friday 27th April, we have the 
volleyball team Quiz Night. It starts 
at 7.30pm. £15 per team. Teams of 6 
max. please come and support your 
local teams. For more information or 
to enter a team please contact  

Karen 07813 050414 

Lyndsey 07896 217910 

SKY AND BT SPORTS 

JUKE BOX 

POOL TABLE 

FANTASTIC OUTDOOR 
SPACE 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

CLUB AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR 
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS. 

£45 FOR MEMBERS 

£50 NON-MEMBERS 

CALL US ON 01299 271448 

OR POP IN TO SEE US. 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & 
SOCIAL CLUB. 

 

We now have a new EPOS till 
which has enabled us to give 
something back to you.  
When you become a 
member, your card will 
become a loyalty card.  So, 
every £1 you spend with us 
you get 5 points.  1 point is 
worth 1p.  So, you get 5p 
every time you spend £1.  
You could save the points up 
and be able to get a free 
drink or snack.   

Membership Prices 

Single adult:                         £5 

Single senior:                        £3 

Joint senior:                          £5 

Family up to 2 adults 

 and children under 18:     £10   
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ATTENTION ALL EMPLOYERS! 
Advertising for staff in the Cleobury Clarion is free. 

We regard any Situations Vacant advert as a service to the 
community we serve and will not charge you for a single 
insertion. If you need to have long term advertisement,  

we will give you a special discounted deal. 
Contact the editor on 01299 270642.

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE
● Ovens ● Filters ● Hobs
● Grills ● BBQs ● Ranges
● Extractors ● Microwaves ● AGAs

AS SEEN

ON TV

BEFORE AFTER
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Your  local  driving  Instructor  0789  67  41041

Pass  your  driving  test
You never forget the day you

Introductory  lesson  free!

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

ANIMAL FARM
Arthur  Short,  Head  of  Drama  at  Lacon  Childe 
School, does not give his students an easy ride for 
their annual production. This year’s offering was 
an adaption of George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’ by 
Peter  Hall,  which  meant  the  cast  learning  lines 
and  songs  plus  complex  stage  movements  to 
convey violent conflict. What came over strongly 
was the ability of this young cast - aged from 11 to 
15 years - to give an impression of an animal in 
their every movement with little special clothing. 
The only time a  pig  mask appeared was in  the 
final  scene,  when  Napoleon  the  dominant  pig 
reminded them that none could tell the difference 
between men and pigs; they were all pigs.
   The school orchestra under Ben Craig added to 
the atmosphere of suspense with their versatility, 
the  discordant  accompaniment  to  fighting 
sequences just the right touch. Great stuff.
   The  stage  was  extended  for  this  production, 
giving  a  theatre-in-the-round  impression  that 
gave enough space for the cast to move around as 
a crowd, then scatter when two fierce dogs came 
barking  in  and  removed  the  latest  victim  of 
wicked  plotting  and  lying.  Fierce  dogs?  Katie 
Conway had been on stage as the drunken Jones 
the  Farmer  (I  recognised  that  stagger,  it’s  often 
visible on the High Street after closing time) and 
Jessica  Tennant  as  Mr  Whimper  the  twisting 
solicitor. They re-emerged in simple black tunics 
with one eye given a  black make-up patch and 
collars with teeth evident. Frightening.
   Aislinn Keegan was just right as Napoleon, the 
senior  pig  with  a  habit  of  telling  everyone  that 
hard work was the answer and growing from a 
benign  sage  to  become  a  corrupt  monster. 

Orwell’s way of reminding us how power can so 
easily change those who find it thrust upon them 
or maybe inherited.
   A gentle balance was provided in the narration 
by  Molly  Orgee  as  The  Girl,  explaining  and 
foretelling  as  the  sad  story  of  spoilt  ideals 
unfolded. I saw the last of three performances and 
once again marvelled that the entire evening ran 
through without a hesitation or stumble. There is 
no  prompt  allowed  -  Mr  Short  sets  a  high 
standard that was well observed.

CATHERTON COMMON UPDATE
Shropshire  Wildlife  Trust  is  working  with  the 
Curlew Country Project and the local Community 
Wildlife  Group  to  reverse  the  lack  of  local 
breeding  success.  In  the  Clee  Hills,  including 
Catherton,  we  are  looking  to  identify  nest  sites 
and protect them from predators with temporary 
electric fencing. To find out more visit the Curlew 
Country website. SWT is now fundraising to roll 
out  curlew  protection  to  key  areas  in  the  Clee 
Hills, if you would like to donate please visit our 
website  www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
curlew-appeal
   In order to protect our ground nesting birds and 
avoid any disturbance please act responsibly:-
   Do not let dogs off the lead roaming across the 
common between now and 31st July.
   Reduce to a minimum driving vehicles off-road 
onto the common, do not take vehicles where you 
do not have a right of access.
   Keep to rights of way and well worn paths as 
much as possible when you access the common
Clive Dean  
SWT reserves officer south

http://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/curlew-appeal
http://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/curlew-appeal
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Specialists in Traditional 
Oak Framed Construction 

   |  01562 68100   enquiry@wyreforestwoodcraft.co.uk
www.wyreforestwoodcraft.co.uk

Contact us on

Est 1996

Garages
Garden Rooms
Porches
Stables
Log Stores
Oak Roof Trusses

FOR FULLY FACTORY FINISHED JOINERY 
VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND SHOWROOM
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, The Londis Store, Cleobury Cafe, 
The Severn Hospice Shop, MidCounties Co-op, Carrot Tops, Purslows, The Library and Simply 
Fresh. Or, Out in Cleobury Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood; Post Office Clee Hill; 
Village Store, Cleobury North; Clows Top Stores; Doddington Parish Church; The Sun and 
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Bennetts End Inn, Knowbury; Ludlow Library; 
Mawley Oak Garage; The Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck 
Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, 
Ditton Priors.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE MAY ISSUE IS APRIL 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Printed by Glint Print of Much Wenlock. Telephone 07809 228 2578

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Wendy Duley 01299 270562

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 5  Monday to Friday  and 10 to 12 Saturday

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Iain Smith 01299 271809

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Dorothy McBride 07761 976610 dorothymcbride@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 0333 222 6655 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Market Hall 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. www.cleobury.org.uk. 
Council meets in the Market Hall on the first Monday of 
the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Spar Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 for bookings

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

�1

mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
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PROPERTY AGENTS | VALUERS | SURVEYORS | AUCTIONEERS

CLEOBURY MORTIMER | KIDDERMINSTER | LUDLOW | BRIDGNORTH | IRONBRIDGE| NEWPORT | TELFORD | LEOMINSTER

Kidderminster

71 Coventry Street

Kidderminster

DY10 2BS

 

01299 271477Integrity and Service since 1831

Coral
www.nockdeighton.co.uk
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Residential	
  Sales Lettings

 

Station Master’s House 
Forest Park  £375,000 Corbett House 

Cleobury Mortimer
 £350 pcm

A	
  charming	
  three	
  bedroom	
  country	
  home,	
  once	
  part	
  of	
  an	
  
old	
  Railway	
  Station,	
  set	
  in	
  a	
  sought-­‐after	
  location	
  providing	
  
seclusion	
  and	
  serenity	
  within	
  easy	
  reach	
  of	
  main	
  roads	
  and	
  
Cleobury	
  Mortimer	
  town	
  centre.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  EPC	
  D

One	
  bedroom	
  flat	
  located	
  conveniently	
  to	
  all	
  local	
  
amenities.	
   	
   	
   	
   EPC	
  F

When	
  faced	
  with	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  different	
  estate	
  
agents	
  all	
  seemingly	
  doing	
  the	
  same	
  thing	
  but	
  
charging	
  different	
  fees,	
  it	
  is	
  easy	
  to	
  get	
  confused.	
  
At	
  the	
  lower	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  fee	
  spectrum,	
  you	
  have	
  
what	
  I	
  would	
  call	
  volume-­‐based	
  agents,	
  where	
  
the	
  sales	
  team	
  handle	
  a	
  larger	
  number	
  of	
  clients	
  
per	
  head	
  to	
  keep	
  their	
  costs	
  down.	
  Taking	
  a	
  
proactive	
  approach	
  to	
  the	
  marketing	
  of	
  your	
  
home	
  will	
  be	
  difficult	
  due	
  to	
  time	
  	
  
constraints	
  and	
  a	
  quick	
  sale	
  at	
  any	
  	
  
price	
  may	
  be	
  their	
  main	
  priority.	
  
At	
  the	
  top	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  market	
  are	
  	
  
service-­‐based	
  agents,	
  offering	
  a	
  	
  
more	
  targeted	
  and	
  personal	
  service,	
  	
  
with	
  skilled	
  negotiators	
  having	
  time	
  	
  
to	
  work	
  with	
  you	
  to	
  achieve	
  the	
  	
  
best	
  results	
  possible.	
  A	
  touch	
  more	
  
	
  expensive	
  perhaps,	
  but	
  if	
  they	
  	
  
add	
  5%	
  value	
  to	
  the	
  final	
  sale	
  	
  
price	
  that	
  quickly	
  offsets	
  any	
  	
  
extra	
  fee,	
  and	
  more	
  besides.	
  

An	
  increasing	
  number	
  of	
  people	
  are	
  looking	
  to	
  
rent	
  out	
  property	
  which	
  was	
  formerly	
  their	
  home,	
  
but	
  they	
  are	
  often	
  nervous	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  go	
  
about	
  it.	
  Our	
  main	
  advice	
  is	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  huge	
  
demand	
  across	
  Worcestershire	
  for	
  rental	
  
property,	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  be	
  confident	
  of	
  quickly	
  
finding	
  tenants	
  and	
  collecting	
  rent	
  to	
  offset	
  your	
  
mortgage.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  moving	
  to	
  a	
  larger	
  property	
  
it	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  sound	
  investment	
  if	
  you	
  can	
  afford	
  to	
  
keep	
  your	
  existing	
  property	
  to	
  	
  
rent	
  out.	
  We	
  can	
  advise	
  you	
  	
  
through	
  the	
  whole	
  process,	
  and	
  
two	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  pieces	
  	
  
of	
  advice	
  are	
  to	
  notify	
  your	
  	
  
mortgage	
  and	
  insurance	
  	
  
providers,	
  and	
  to	
  register	
  	
  
your	
  tenant’s	
  deposit	
  with	
  	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  approved	
  Deposit	
  	
  
Protection	
  Schemes.	
  


