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SELFISH PARKING
We’ve  all  done  it.  Stopped the 
car  in  the  wrong  place  to  get 
some  little  matter  dealt  with 
quickly. No great sin if you get 
back into the car and move on 
as quickly as you can. But if you 
take  your  time,  maybe  pop  in 
for some shopping, leaving the 
car to stop traffic flowing easily, 
that’s selfish.
   Even  worse  is  taking  up  a 
parking  space  clearly  marked 
for the use of the disabled or an 
ambulance.  So it’s  sad to learn 
from  Mark  Dodds,  practice 
manager at the Medical Centre, 
that  people  are  parking  in  the 
special  disabled  driver  bays 
near  to  the  Centre  door.  The 
Centre has been designed with 
plenty  of  parking  space  and 
unless you’re really hurting it's 
not a long walk to the door. 
   Please read Mark's very polite 
letter on Page 13 and think just 
a little before you park there.

CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SHOEBOXES

This  annual  giving  to  children 
in distant countries has become 
a  natural  feature  of  the 
Christmas  season.  Coordinator 
Jenny Vandherhook writes:

   “What a marvellous effort by 
so many of you. Our final total 
is 1022 boxes; imagine all those 
happy children. 
   It took all year to prepare to 
pack the  shoeboxes,  but  it’s  so 
worthwhile.  My  very  grateful 
thanks to all of you who helped 
in any way. I couldn’t have done 
it without you.
   At least  we didn’t  have rain 
this year when we were packing 
the boxes into the vans for their 
journey  to  the  Hereford 
warehouse.”  Jenny Vanderhook

W.I. BOOSTS PARK 
HOUSE CHRISTMAS

All smiles. From left: Sandra Dodd, 
Adriana Rabu and Stroma Lennox

Neen  Savage  W.I.  President 
Sandra  Dodd  and  long  term 
member Stroma Lennox took a 
warm  gift  to  Park  House  in 
Kinlet in November. Very happy 
to  receive  a  dozen  woollen 
muffs  knitted  by  the  W.I. 
members  was  Assistant 
Manager Adriana Rabu.
   The idea came from the W.I. 
monthly newsletter, and staff at 
Park  House  confirmed  how 
their residents would appreciate 
the  tactile  experience  and  the 
warmth  of  the  muffs.  A  very 
pleasant experience as an early 
Christmas gift changed hands.

A VERY HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS

Whether  you read the Clarion 
online,  collect  it  from  a  local 
shop or pick it up in the pub, 
thank you for doing so.
   We’ve had a busy year, with 
so  much  news  to  cover  and 
events  to  report,  plus  new 
advertisers  taking  space  and 
financing  our  monthly  print 
bills.  Thank  you  everyone, 
from our printer through to our 
distributors;  your  contribution 
is very much appreciated. Have 
a great Christmas.                    JR

COUNTRY SKILLS 

 
CPCS/NPTC Approved—fully insured 

• Outside Renovation 
• Tree Surgery, Hard Landscaping 
• Slabbing and Fencing 
• Decking, Roofing 
• Contract Mowing 

 
         Call for a free quotation 
 

R. Price & Sons 
Mobile: 07967 140720      Email: roger@countryskills.co.uk 
 

 

i Professionally trained chimney sweep 

i fully insured,  

i certificates issued 
 

07519 873976 
colintodd007@gmail.com 

 



CLEOBURY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Incorporating Wyre Forest Funeral Service 

 

‘The Local Family Funeral Company You Can Trust At Your Time Of Need’ 
 

 
UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF ADRIAN SATTERLY 

* Pre-Payment Funeral Plans  * Horse Drawn Funerals  * Monumental Masonry   
* Home Visits Available    * 24-Hour Service    * Catering & Venue Arranged 

 
‘It is a rare privilege to be a Funeral         
Director, to stand in a sensitive position at a 
crucial time, in the midst of your family, 
knowing that the quality of our service, 
knowledge and reputation will help you through 
this difficult time in your lives’ 

 
8 - 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 

www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
TELEPHONE: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

Each family comes to us because they know we are leaders in our profession, 
dedicated to excellence in service, and have the highest integrity. Our reputation 
has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is concentrated on 
satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your neighbourhood is our 
neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral Director, with over 20 
years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we take personal pride in 

serving you well. 
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ALAN PRICE DIRECT TRAVEL 

Tel: 01584 890014 
MOBILE: 0773 3079679 

 

PRIVATE 
HIRE 
TRAVEL 
 
AIRPORT 
TRANSFERS 
 
LOCAL & 
LONG  
DISTANCE, 

COURIER 
SERVICE 

 
FRIENDLY & 

RELIABLE 
 

FULLY 
COUNCIL 
LICENSED 

 

The Cleobury Clarion, December 2017 
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GIVE YOUR DOG 
THE BEST RAW FOOD

Free Local Delivery. Quality Raw Dog & 
Cat Food, delivered frozen to your door.
Gordon and Rocky, your local stockist 

in Far Forest.
Email: gordon777@btinternet.com

Text or call 07523 805094
Website: www.nutriment co

Introducing By Jorge,whose 
work will be a feature in future.

See Page 29

Getting it right, the Cleobury 
Mortimer Running Club

SeePage 31.

Emily at 

Emily, the welcoming face at 
Style House Salon

See Page 55

mailto:gordon777@btinternet.com
mailto:gordon777@btinternet.com
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Yyyy 

 

YOUR 
HAIR 

IS 
OUR 

BEST 
ADVERT RED HARE SALON 

45 HIGH STREET 
 CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
WWW.RED HARESALON.CO.UK 
 

01299 270702 
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    Swifts Bakery - Established 1863 
 Craft Bakery , Sandwich Bar & Tearoom  

We aim to deliver fresh bread and cakes to Cleobury and surrounding area 
With delicious handmade rolls hot & cold to be eaten in or take away. 

We also offer hot food like the amazing Booton Breakfast. 
Pop in and see what we can do for breakfast or lunch. 

Open open 8 am to 4 pm Monday to Saturday  
18 Church Street Cleobury Mortimer Tel 01299 271190 

www.swifts-bakery.co.uk  

HALLOWEEN - MORE 
HELPFUL THAN 

HORRIBLE

If  this  terrible  trio  came 
knocking at your door, it  could 
give you a nasty shock. But this 
was  on  Halloween  Night  and 
Grace Jolliffe, Lydia Baggott and 
Freya  Kelly  were  doing  more 
than trick-or-treating for sweets. 
They  were  collecting  foodstuffs 
for the Saint Mary’s Food Bank.
   They did a great job,  ending 
up  with  a  wheelbarrow 
groaning under the weight of 41 
tins,  16 packets and five jars of 
all  sorts  of  food.  All  of  it  for 
other people in need of support 
and nothing for themselves. Top 
marks  for  three  young  ladies 
from Lacon Childe’s Year 7.

ROCK PATHFINDERS
Two  walks  this  month.  On  the 
7th  they  meet  at  Habberley 
Valley Nature Reserve car park, 
DY11  5RD  or  SO  reference 
802774,  to  stride  out  and enjoy 
the  countryside.  Then  on  the 
21st  the  rendezvous  is  at  The 
Bell Inn in Pensax, WR6 6AE or 
SO reference 802774 to take in a 
very  different  landscape  and 
enjoy walking company.
   More  details  from  Alan  on 
01299  400304  or  look  in  at 
www.rockpathfinders.16mb.com

WALKING FOR 
HEALTH

Our  summer  season  of  well 
attended walks included outings 
to  Cleobury  Golf  Club,  Upper 
Arley  and Clee  Hill,  where  we 
were  joined  by  the  local  WfH 
group.  We  are  very  grateful  to 
Lacon  Childe  School  for 
providing  refreshments  during 
term time.
  The  Winter  Programme  will 
again coincide with CoCo coffee 
mornings  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  from  December 
through  February,  excluding 
December 27th. Meet at Cleobury 
Market Hall for a 10.00am start, 
no  notice  of  attendance  is 
required.  Please  come  along 
whatever  the  weather,  we  will 
decide  at  the  time  whether  to 

walk or just enjoy the coffee and 
CoCo’s delicious cake. 
  We particularly  welcome folk 
who do not take much exercise 
or can only manage a short stroll 
and  those  uncomfortable  with 
walking  alone.  These  short 
walks of about 45 mins duration 
will be mainly on hard surfaces 
around  town.  For  further 
information  please  contact  me 
on  CM  271754  or 
ajkimber@hotmail.com
Alan Kimber

 A SPECIAL SERVICE 
AT SAINT MARY’S

The Parish Church is  hosting a 
special  service  at  7.00pm  on 
December 19th. It’s listed as “A 
quiet  Advent  Service  of 
Wholeness  and  Healing  - 
Finding comfort at lonely times 
in  our  lives.’  Everybody  is 
welcome, whether a churchgoer 
or not.
THE WRITING GROUP
“Small  select  meeting”  as  one 
member put it after November’s 
gathering.  We  read  stories  and 
swapped  tales  about  the  bus 
service, which meant laughter.
   For  December,  the  opening 
phrase  of  the  work  is  “She 
turned around, a tear in her eye” 
and  the  words  to  include  are: 
unplugged, sky, dishwasher and 
ungrateful. We meet on the 11th.

http://www.rockpathfinders.16mb.com
mailto:ajkimber@hotmail.com
http://www.rockpathfinders.16mb.com
mailto:ajkimber@hotmail.com
http://www.swifts-bakery.co.uk/
http://www.swifts-bakery.co.uk/
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x Fully insured qualified professional 
x Excellent workmanship and quality customer care 
x From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects 
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Email: D_Tramontana@hotmail.co.uk          Website: www.poppysgardenbenches.com 

Telephone: 01299 832227 

Mobile: 07812559530 

Clows Top Garage  

Clows Top 

Tenbury Road  

Kidderminster  

Worcestershire  

From a choice of either strong solid timber or beautiful Welsh cedar wood. These 

handcrafted benches are a must have. 
Unlike flat pack benches, these are quality constructed with approximately 2 Inch 

thick solid wood. 
Due to the sheer size and weight of these benches we do offer delivery. For more 

 information on this, or any general enquires please contact us. 

HEROIC CYCLE RIDE

Alan Humphries, out in Bewdley on 
his high mileage bike.

Alan  Humphries  is  a  retired 
firefighter  who took up cycling 
as an alternative to leading local 
walks. The 67 year old has two 
artificial  knees  and  a 
reconstructed shoulder,  but  still 
took  on  the  challenge  of  the 
recent 100 mile Birmingham Velo 
ride,  raising  money  for  the 
Alzheimer  Society  because  a 
friend  was  recently  diagnosed 
with the disease.
   Alan got into training back in 
March, covering two short rides 
and  one  long  one  every  week, 
plus adjusting his diet. He rode 
in the Velo and it  took him ten 
hours  to  complete  the  course, 
but he did it.  With sponsorship 
through justgiving.com,  a  raffle 

run  by  a  friend  and  online 
donations, he’s raised £2,500 for 
the charity so far. 
   And you can help boost that 
figure  if  you  go  to 
www.justgiving.com  and  enter 
‘Alan  Humphries  Birmingham 
Velo’ in the search box. Click on 
his name to get to his page and 
you  can  donate.  The  work  this 
man has put into the campaign 
is  tremendous  and  every  little 
extra  helps  the  cause  he  is 
supporting.

LUDLOW’S TREE 
OF LIGHT

Ludlow  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Town  Council  have  been 
running the  Tree  of  Light  since 
2008.   The  Tree  provides  the 
opportunity  to  commemorate 
loved ones at Christmas time by 
making  a  donation  of  £5  per 
dedication.  Thousands  of 
pounds  have  been  donated  to 
local charities.
   The  Tree  is  festooned  with 
lights and is the focus for good 
wishes.  The  full  list  of 
dedications  is  featured  in  the 
Ludlow Advertiser, recorded on 
the Ludlow Rotary website and 
in  a  Book  of  Celebration  and 
Remembrance  in  St  Laurence’s 
Church. 
  Dedications can be made online 
to  https://mydonate.bt.com/
events/ludlowrotarytol.  The 

dedication form is also available 
o n  t h e  w e b s i t e , 
www.ludlowrotaryclub.org  ,  or 
in  printed  form  from  St 
Laurence’s  Church  or  Nock 
Deighton in Ludlow. 
   Alternatively  you  can  write 
your dedication and send with a 
cheque  made  out  to  Ludlow 
Rotary Club to Tree of Light, c/o 
Nock  Deighton,  12  Bull  Ring, 
Ludlow  SY8  1AD.  If  you  are 
enclosing  cash  please  hand 
deliver to Nock Deighton or the 
shop  in  St  Laurence’s  Church, 
Ludlow. 
   Please print the dedication and 
let us know how you would like 
it  alphabetically  listed,  eg  your 
surname or  the surname of  the 
person  remembered.    We  will 
use your wording so include any 
family  details  in  your 
dedication.
   The  Tree  of  Light  2017  was 
switched on  in  Castle  Gardens, 
on November 25th.  Dedications 
are  open  until  Twelfth  Night, 
January 5th.
   Any  queries  email 
suefleetwood64@gmail.com, 
07710 761468.

SILLY BIT 
Lord, give me coffee to 
change the things I can 
change, and wine to accept 
the things I can’t.

http://www.justgiving.com
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/ludlowrotarytol
http://www.ludlowrotaryclub.org
mailto:suefleetwood64@gmail.com
http://www.justgiving.com
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/ludlowrotarytol
http://www.ludlowrotaryclub.org
mailto:suefleetwood64@gmail.com
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Professional. Affordable. Local.
 

 

Electrical Installations 

No matter the size, we can gladly undertake all Domestic, Commercial and 

Industrial installations you require. 

A family run business, with over 25 years industry experience. 

From period properties to agricultural solutions, we provide a professional 

service every time. We also do call outs and emergency work. 

Renewable Energy 

Protect yourself from rising energy bills by considering renewable energy. 

Solar PV is the most accessible way you can save energy by producing 

electricity from the sun. Earn a tax free income from the electricity your 

system produces.  

Speak to us about how renewable energy can benefit you or your business. 

Whatever your query, give us a call. 
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THE FOOTPATH 
ASSOCIATION

Our November work party was 
at  Sadlers  Barn  Farm.  We  re-
installed  the  lovely  seat  above 
the river, made improvements to 
two stiles and gave Upper Forge 
Bridge a good tidy up.
   The  paths  concerned feature 
on three of our walk leaflets, The 
ever popular Mawley Hall Tour 
but also A round of Golf and the 
shorter and easier Upper Forge 
and Beyond.
   Our popular festive walks will 
be  on  as  usual:  Boxing  Day 
morning at 10.00 from outside St 
Mary’s church – a short walk to 
work  up  an  appetite  for  lunch 
and then the ever popular New 
Years’  Day  walk  -same  venue 
but a 2.00 pm start to allow a lie 
in plus we offer some warming 
food  afterwards  in  the  Kings 
Arms.
Graham Simpson

CLEOBURY’S MEN’S 
SHED PROGRESSES

   It’s in a very early stage of life, 
but  the  Men’s  Shed  is  making 
good  progress.  At  the  mid 
November meeting a visit to the 
Oswestry  Shed  was  reported 
and the basic business structure 
was agreed.
   The  Oswestry  unit  is  about 
two  years  old  and  has  35 

members,  who  pay  £4.00  a 
month  to  cover  running  costs 
and insurance. It started with a 
piece  of  land  and  a  basic 
building  free  of  charge,  since 
when  it  has  built  the  main 
workshop and added a smaller 
unit  for  welding  and  metal 
work.  It  produces  and  sells 
items  to  help  funds  and  has  a 
wood burning stove for warmth, 
plus  electricity  and  toilet 
facilities.
   Pete  Blackburn  and  Keith 
Martin  have  been  putting  in  a 
lot  of  hours  and  one  lesson 
learned is that the group should 
register  as  a  charitable 
incorporated organisation under 
the  agreed  title  of  Cleobury 
Mortimer  Men’s  Shed.  Officers 
of the group were elected: Pete 
Blackburn  is  chair,  Neil  Tysall 
treasurer  and  Keith  Martin  the 
secretary.  There is  a  need for  a 
board of trustees, which will be 
those three gentlemen plus Mike 
Pattison  and  Gwilym  Butler.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  group 
approach a possible president.
   The  group  will  need  a 
constitution  and  professional 
advice will  be sought to advise 
on  this,  using  the  Oswestry 
group’s  as  a  basis  for  the 
Cleobury  version.  All  of  which 
sounds about as dry as dust, but 

was  actually  achieved  in  a 
friendly way.
   It  is  a  credit  to  both  Pete 
Blackburn  and  Keith  Martin’s 
no-nonsense style that so much 
had  been  achieved  before  this 
meeting.  A  lot  of  basic 
administration  was  then  laid 
down  in  one  hour  and  people 
went away with the feeling that 
this  is  going  to  happen.  There 
were  twelve  men  present,  all 
willing to work and contribute a 
range of skills and knowledge. 
   The December meeting will be 
on Tuesday the 12th, 7.00 o’clock 
in the Market Hall.and there will 
be less administration work and 
more of the practical stuff to talk 
about  and  move  the  project 
further forward. Any interested 
man is welcome to attend. Pete 
Blackburn is the contact on pet 
black@me.com

SILLY BITS 
People who wonder whether 
the glass is half  empty or half  
full miss the point. The glass 
is refillable. 

—————————— 
I only drink little, but when I 

do I turn into another person 
and that person drinks a lot. 

——————————- 
Of  course size matters. No 
one wants a small glass of  

wine! 

mailto:black@me.com
mailto:black@me.com
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IN PRAISE OF…
When  we  saw  Jake  Hedge’s 
work  for  the  first  time  the 
quality  of  the  items he  had on 
his stall  at  Ludlow Market and 
his  approach  to  his  work 
impressed  us.  We  offered  him 
the chance to design and make 
the handrails we needed for the 
steps  to  our  front  door.  His 
acceptance  was  very 
enthusiastic.
   After  his  visit  to  view  the 
situation  we  received  a  draft 
design  by  email.  There  were  a 
few  modifications  that  we 
wanted and Jake was happy to 
discuss  these  on  a  return  visit 
and to adjust his original design 
while  still  being  careful  to 
explain  the  limitations  and 
practical requirements to ensure 
that  the  result  was  not  only 
attractive but also practical and 
structurally  sound.  The  new 
design  was  approved  and  we 
were  promised  completion 
within  four  to  six  weeks.  The 
rails  were  fitted  in  under  four 
weeks.  
The  whole  process  was  a 
pleasure.  We are delighted with 
the  result  and  would  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  Jake  to 
anyone looking for  someone to 
create  good  quality,  well 
designed iron work.
J.H.Blacksmithing@gmail.com 
or 07584436002. Jake’s forge is in 
Ludlow.
Ron and Margaret Booker
THE SOROPTIMISTS

Our 83rd Federation Conference  
was held in Cardiff, attended by 
around  1200  members  from 
around the globe. Over the three 
days  we  listened  to  some 
inspirational  speakers  and  on 
the last day heard the views of 
three  young  women  on  how 

they  see  our  future.  We 
celebrated SIGBI’s  Best  Practice 
Awards and were treated to very 
entertaining  talks  by  two 
amazing  women:  Mandy 
Hickson  one  of  the  first  RAF 
female  pilots  to  fly  the  multi-
million-pound fast jets  and also 
led her Tornado GR4 Squadron 
in  action  in  Iraq.  Dame 
Katherine  Grainger  OBE  then 
shared  with  us  her  compelling 
tale  of  her  journey  to  become  
the  only  female  athlete  in  any 
sport  to  gain  medals  in  four 
consecutive Olympic Games. 
   Between the business sessions 
we  also  enjoyed  musical 
interludes  from  Aaron  Pryce-
Lewis, the Bristol Military Wives 
Choir and the Phil Dando Band 
and Singers. 
   For  more  details  on 
Soroptimist  International,  your 
local  club  and  its  activities, 
please  contact  us:  Tel.  01299 
2 6 6 1 0 1  o r  e m a i l : 
kidderminstersorop@gmail.com  
Website:  http://sigbi.org/
kidderminster-and-district/   
Facebook:  Soropt imists 
Kidderminster
Elke Jury 
HOSPITAL PARKING 

CHARGES RISE
The  Shropshire  and  Telford 
Hospital NHS Trust is proposing 
increased  parking  charges  at 
Shrewsbury  and  Telford 
hospitals.  The new rates would 
be:
Up to 2 hours: £3.00 (20% rise)
Up to 3 hours:  £4.00 (33% rise) 
Up to 4 hours: £5.00 (66% rise)
Up to 5 hours: £6.00 (100% rise)
Up to 24 hours: £8.00 (128% rise)
   As  you  would  expect,  the 
reaction  to  this  idea  has  been 
very  strong,  the  Telford  and 
Wrekin Council describing it as 

“a tax on visiting the sick”. The 
Press  Association  has  reported 
that  hospitals  in  England  took 
more  than  £120  million  for 
parking last year.
   For  some  of  us,  paying  for 
parking is just a pain to be lived 
with,  but there are people who 
will struggle to pay such a rate 
to visit a loved one who may be 
very  poorly.  The  Chair  of  the 
Shropshire  Patients’  Group  has 
already  written  to  the  Trust  to 
protest at the new charges and is 
asking  others  to  do  the  same. 
The  greater  the  number  of 
people who write, the bigger the 
effect.
   You  can  email  Healthwatch 
S h r o p s h i r e  a t 
enquiries@healthwatchshropshir
e.co.uk,  they  will  then  compile 
all  the  complaints  and  send 
them to the Trust. 
   It may be you or your family 
facing these new charges, just at 
a  time  when  you  have  greater 
worries to deal with. For the less 
well-off amongst us, it is simply 
not fair.

THE ADVENT 
LUNCHES

A  slight  correction  of  the 
timetable  for  the  Advent 
Lunches  that  we  published  in 
November.  They  will  start  at 
1.00  and  end  at  2.00,  not  from 
12.30 to 1.30.  The dates  remain 
the  same:  Fridays  the  1st,  8th, 
15th and 22nd.
   Great  value,  too.  For  £3.50 
you’ll get home made soup with 
crusty  bread  plus  home  made 
apple pie with cream. Proceeds 
to Severn Hospice and there will 
be  a  raffle  in  aid  of  Crisis  at 
Christmas.  Special  dietary 
needs? Call the Severn Hospice 
shop on CM 272795 for friendly 
advice.

mailto:J.H.Blacksmithing@gmail.com
mailto:kidderminstersorop@gmail.com
http://sigbi.org/kidderminster-and-district/
mailto:enquiries@healthwatchshropshire.co.uk
mailto:J.H.Blacksmithing@gmail.com
mailto:kidderminstersorop@gmail.com
http://sigbi.org/kidderminster-and-district/
mailto:enquiries@healthwatchshropshire.co.uk
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken 

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience 

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com 
!

MARK WILLIAMS - PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER 
“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  

and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 
 

Wills or Lasting Powers of Attorney from £85, Free Will Reviews,  
Also: Probate Support, Care Home Fee Avoidance  

& Big Savings on Funeral Plans 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

 

T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887    
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk   W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 
Fellow of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 

!
!
!

cleobury country  

farmers market 
In and around St Mary’S church  

saturday 16th december 2017 

from 9.30am to 12.30pm 
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

PARKING PROBLEMS
I  am sure many readers will  at 
some point have been frustrated 
with  the  traffic  problems  that 
regularly  occur  in  Cleobury, 
equally I am sure many readers 
will have voiced disgust at some 
of  the  less  than  considerate 
parking  that  often  adds  to  the 
difficulties  of  driving  through 
town,  during  busy  periods  of 
the day.
   I  believe  those  same  people 
will  be equally disappointed to 
know that we are suffering our 
own  parking  issues  at  the 
Medical Centre. Increasingly we 
find that our disabled spaces are 
being used by people who really 
do not need to be parked right 
next to our front doors.
   We have three disabled spaces 
at the front of the building and 
encourage the following groups 
to make use of them: blue badge 
holders,  ambulance  crews  and 
patients  who  temporarily  find 
themselves with mobility issues, 
due  to  illness  or  recent 
operations.  Unfortunately  our 
able bodied patients  sometimes 
see  them as  drop off  points  or 
somewhere  to  pull  up  whilst 
they  “pop”  a  prescription 
request in.
   I am writing this hoping that 
as  patients  read  this  letter  it 
makes them stop and think, do I 

really have a need for a disabled 
space? If  not  please use one of 
the  many other  parking  spaces 
we  have  available.  After  all, 
would  you  really  want  to  be 
someone who may one day have 
blocked  an  ambulance,  for  the 
sake  of  a  few  seconds  in  your 
life?
   Over  the  coming  weeks  we 
plan to keep a close eye on the 
parking in these bays, please use 
your  blue  badge  if  you  have 
one.  If  you do not  and have  a 
mobility  need,  then  please  do 
park, but do not be offended if a 
member  of  staff  runs  a  spot 
check on you.
   With  thanks  from  all  of  us 
here.
Mark Dodds
Practice Manager

REMEMBER THE 
NIGHTINGALE FUND

Your  local  charity  the 
Nightingale  Nursing  Fund 
would welcome you thinking of 
it  at  Christmas  if  you  are 
considering  donating  to  a 
charity  instead  of  sending 
Christmas cards or just making 
a donation.
The  charity  helps  patients  that 
are registered with the Cleobury 
Mortimer, Ditton Priors, Highley 
and  Shropshire  patients  of  the 
Tenbury  Wells  Doctors 

surgeries,  by providing nursing 
care in special circumstances.
You can find details of the fund 
on  the  web  site  :- 
www.nnfund.co.uk  where  you 
will find a “my donate” button. 
If  you prefer you could send a 
cheque to the treasurer Mrs Gill 
Shorter,  16  Orchard  End, 
Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BA
Thank you in advance.
Rosemary Abbiss

THANK YOU
Just  a note to say I  will  not be 
posting  Christmas  cards  this 
year  but  will  be  sending  a 
donation  to  Prostate  UK.   I 
would  like  to  wish  all  my 
friends a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year.  I would 
also  like  to  thank everyone for 
your  kindness  and  support 
during this year.
Valerie Cope

WINE TASTING AT 
BAYTON

They  do  know  how  to  enjoy 
themselves  in  Bayton  village. 
Hot  on  the  heels  of  their 
Christmas celebration will come 
a wine tasting in the Village Hall 
on January 26th. That’s a Friday, 
so  any  enthusiasm  for  the 
experience  can  be  slept  off  on 
the  27th.  Tickets  are  £10  and 
include bread and cheese. From 
David Ogden on 832111.

http://www.nnfund.co.uk
http://www.nnfund.co.uk
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Flowers by Fiona est 1991 

19a High Street,   
Cleobury Mortimer                                                                                          Tel: 01299 272 995 

Fresh Flowers made to order 
Special Occasions 

Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays 
Sympathy Tributes 

We are both highly qualified, very experienced 
and absolutely dedicated to providing our 

patients with the best quality care in our 
respective disciplines.

We have many testimonials from patients, some 
are on our websites and a couple to the right. T: 01584 823331

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
Debby Luxton. HCPC Registered

Treating and Caring for Feet
General and Specialised
(Verruca and Fungal Nail)

Middleton | Ludlow | SY8 3EF                                                                          

OSTEOPATHY
Ian Luxton. GOSC Registered

Treating Pain and Injury
Acute and Chronic

Head to Toe

“I’m now free of discomfort due to the 
excellent and wholly appropriate 
treatment you have given me.”

“We have greatly appreciated your 
attention and trusted your advice.”

www.ludlowpodiatrist.co.uk www.ludlowosteopath.co.uk

HEATH FARM MEATS
Home produced beef, pork, lamb and mutton.

Home cured bacon, gammon, sausages, 
cakes, pickles and preserves.

OPEN 8.00 am to 5.30 pm
WEDNESDAY TO SATURDAY

01746 718732
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The Clarion Jobs Page   

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    

Job Title/ Company  Job Requirements  How to Apply 

Lower Street Garage 
 
Administrator 

A busy family run garage based in 
Cleobury requires a part time office 
administrator. Three days a week, 
8.30am—5.30pm. 
Good IT skills and customer service 
skills essential. Knowledge of payroll 
an advantage but not essential 

Please contact Marie on 01299 
270208. 

   

   

Job Title/ Company  Job Requirements  How to Apply 

Delivery Driver Applicants must possess License BE 
( Able to tow a trailer) 
Previous experience, good customer 
relations, no more than 6 points on 
licence. 

Apply to: 
Martyn at Worcestershire Marble on 
01299 841206 

Nursey Practitioner 

 

Nursey Apprentice 

 

Level 3 in Early Years required 
 
 
Apprentice required, full training will 
be given 

Apply to:  
everafterdaynursery@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Tel: 01299 272777 

   

EMPLOYERS PLEASE NOTE
Job Vacancies can be advertised here free of charge,

because the page is printed as a service to the community.
If you are looking for staff, simply send brief details to

the Editor, whose contact details are on Page 63.
The normal deadline is the 24th of the month, but to get your 
advert into the January issue, it is needed by December 18th. 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

•    Carpets
•    Natural floorings (Coir, Sisal & Seagrass)
•    Vinyls

Carpets supplied by: Victoria Carpets, Fibre Flooring
& Alternative Flooring at Unbeatable Prices

Contact Details:-
Address: 26 High Street  
  Cleobury Mortimer •DY14 8BY
Telephone:  H: 01299 270095  
  M: 07739 186163
Email:   garethleach@aol.com

or check out our new website
www.cleoburymortimercarpets.co.uk

Specialist Joinery 

01299 
270626 

Email:Gilbertcarter51@gmail.com  
www.gcartersmartjoinery.com 

Gilbert Carter 
x Built in Wardrobes 
x Double Glazed Wooden Windows 
x Staircases 
x  

Qualified tradesmen, fully insured 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              

MAMBLE MUSIC NIGHT - Saturday January 13th
Featuring ‘Stompin’ Dave’, vocalist.instrumentalist, dancer and raconteur,

he plays bluegrass, blues, country, folk and rock n’ roll and has performed at 
Glastonbury, Bestival, Camp Bestival and Upton on Severn music Festival.

‘One of the world’s greatest performers’ said Maverick Magazine.
He’ll be playing in Mamble Village Hall, with all proceeds going to 

Nineveh Ridge Care Farm.
Tickets £10 or £12 with a hot supper. Booking essential - 01299 832773 or

jukie@hardenparkhomes.co.uk.
Bar available. Doors open 7.30
Stompin’ Dave on stage at 8.00

mailto:jukie@hardenparkhomes.co.uk
mailto:jukie@hardenparkhomes.co.uk
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Clarion Motoring

MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS
Haulage Contractors

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF
07860 669350       07966 045012

NO LOAD TOO SMALL TO HAUL…. 

Building cars in Bayton? It must 
rank amongst the most unlikely 
businesses  in  the  area.  But  the 
Gregory  family  have  been 
offering three-wheelers in kit or 
fully built form since 1999. That 
was  when  Phil  Gregory  first 
built  a  copy  of  his  Pembleton 
trike for someone who’d seen it 
and wanted one.  Since  then he 
has built about 500 trikes, mostly 
Citroen 2CV powered.
   That  engineering  knowledge 
was handed down to Guy, who 
worked with his old chap to get 
the first of the new generation of 
Pembleton  V-Sports  built  in 
2014,  using  an  Italian  Moto-
Guzzi  motorcycle  engine.  It’s  a 
logical  choice,  adequate  power 
from an engine with a reputation 
for long life and reliability. And 
the  car  is  light,  very  light  at 
290kg dry. Why the Moto Guzzi 
engine? “You can’t beat them for 
looks and sound and Guzzi  do 
concentrate  on  torque,”  Guy 
explains.
   Buying new engines from an 
Italian  manufacturer  for  such  a 
minor  operation?  How  did  he 
manage  that?  “Lots  of  research 
and I got through to the Head of 
Engines  in  Italy.  Sent  him 
pictures  and  they  agreed  to 
cooperate.  Sent  me  one  engine, 
then a batch of three and then a 
batch of ten!” What do ten Guzzi 
engines look like? Like this:

(Photo: Guy Gregory)
The engine is mated with a four 
speed and reverse gearbox from 
Citroen,  which  provides  the 
front  wheel  drive  most  drivers 
are used to today. But Guy is not 
standing still in that department 
and  there  may  be  a  Pembleton 
gearbox  available  in  the  near 
future. 
   The attractive 1920s styling of 
the  aluminium  body  hides  a 
steel chassis built in Bayton, the 
louvres in the bonnet hand made 
with  Gregory  designed  tooling. 
The bonnet is held in place with 
custom  made  leather  straps, 
another  period  touch.  The 
wheels  are  traditional  spoked 
style, the rims finished in black 
as  standard,  like  cars  of  the 
1920s. And the dashboard is also 
black, unless the customer wants 
a machine turned alloy at a little 
extra.
   The braking system is serious 
for  such  a  light  vehicle:  twin 
inboard  discs  for  the  front 
wheels and a single drum brake 
at the rear end. Reassuring in an 

open tourer  capable  of  cruising 
at 80mph on foreign autobahns.
   This hand built fun machine is 
built to each customer’s detailed 
specification and the price starts 
at a very affordable £17,995. VAT 
included? “No VAT, I’m not big 
enough to charge that yet,” says 
Guy. 
   The  options  include  leather 
upholstery and there are bucket 
seats  in  development.  Fancy  a 
period style flyscreen? Of course 
you can. And the body can come 
in  polished  alloy  or  whatever 
colour you like.
   So is this a weekend plaything, 
or  can  it  be  used  seriously? 
Tours  of  Europe  are  known  in 
the  owners’  group  and  Arthur 
and Clair Radcliffe took theirs to 
New  Zealand  for  a  touring 
holiday. That’s serious.
   What are Guy’s ambitions for 
such a promising individual car? 
“I  don’t  want  to  be  too  big, 
maybe have two or three people 
working with me, making ten or 
more cars in a year. I’m planning 
to  build  a  show  car  to  take 
around  to  some  of  the  classic 
events like Prescott and Shelsley 
hill  climbs  and  the  big 
Silverstone Classic meeting.”
   Fascinating place and product. 
Read  more  about  it  at 
www.pembleton.co.uk.  Or  call 
01299 832944.

http://www.pembleton.co.uk
http://www.pembleton.co.uk
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All Aspects of Building Work Undertaken  
 

BANK HOUSE, STOCKHALL LANE, HOPTON WAFERS, WORCESTERSHIRE, DY14 0EG 
 

Tel: 01299 270 870  Email: hoptonbuilding@yahoo.co.uk Mobile: 07977 495 163 
 
Hopton Building Services is an established local contractor providing a full and comprehensive service in all aspects of building work from New 
Developments to Maintenance and Repairs. 
 
Drawing on over 30 years’ experience in the construction industry working for Local Councils, Housing Associations, Private Owners, Insurance 
Company’s we specialise in: 
  
x Disabled Adaptations 
x Full Central Heating Installations and Boiler Replacements 
x Gas/Oil/Solid Fuel Appliance Services, Breakdown and Repairs 
x LPG & Park Home Trained and certified 
x Property Extensions, Refurbishments and Alterations 
x Roofing Works – Fibreglass Flat Roofing & Traditional Roofing. 
x Full Bathroom, Shower and Kitchen Installations  
x Damp Proofing 
x Insulation Works 
x Woodburner and Flue Installations 
x Asbestos “Non Licensable Removal”  
x General Building, Repairs and Maintenance Works 
x UPVC Works 
x Insurance Works 
 
Our operatives are fully Qualified and Registered Gas Safe, HETAS, OFTEC Engineers for Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Appliances, KBBBI 
Registered and CRB (DBS) checked.  
 
All works carried out are fully guaranteed and comply with all current regulations. 
 
Please call us for a free survey and a very competitive price. 

 

!

A!small!family!run!business!specialising!in!quality!wooden!
gates!to!suit!all!entrances.!

Visit!our!website:!www.turnersgates.co.uk!
Drop!us!an!email:!turnersgates@outlook.com!

Or!give!us!a!call!on:!01299!270!965!
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The Severn Edge Vets Pets Page                         
Dental Disease in Small Animals: the wisdom of 
checking your pet’s mouth
Examining the mouth can tell us a lot about the 
general health of our pets.  As vets we routinely 
look  in  and  around  the  mouth  every  time  we 
examine an animal.  The lips, gums, teeth, tongue, 
and  the  hard  palate  can  all  be  quietly  brewing 
some serious problems which may well be related 
to dental disease. All of these are places that are 
easily checked in amenable pets, and owners can 
and  should  look  at  them  regularly  (except  in 
rodents). The most important thing for any of us 
as pet owners is to be able to safely and gently 
look  in  our  pet’s  mouths  whenever  we’re 
handling  them.  So  don’t  leave  it  until  you’re 
concerned about a problem; get into the habit of 
routinely  checking  for  anything  which  looks 
abnormal. The sooner we know about a dental or 
oral  problem,  the  better.  Most  of  the  conditions 
which  affect  the  mouth  are  painful  and  will 
therefore need swift investigation and treatment. 
Smelly breath is  not  just  a  sign of  old age,  and 
should not be considered normal. The bad breath 
is just a symptom of a disease process which will 
progress if it is not dealt with.  It is often due to 
dental disease, but may be due to a tumour in the 
mouth,  a  piece  of  foreign  material  stuck  in  the 
mouth,  or  ulceration due to  a  more generalised 
disease. 
   Gingivitis (inflamed gums, possibly bleeding), 
calculus, tooth root abscesses and ultimately tooth 
loss  are  all  painful  conditions,  but  often do not 
cause an animal to stop eating. In many instances 
these  are  chronic  conditions  which  progress 
gradually, and so often they are not perceived to 
be significant factors in our pet’s general health. 
However,  they  are  genuinely  debilitating 
conditions which we certainly wouldn’t ignore in 
our  own  mouths,  and  we  ought  to  learn  to 
appreciate  their  significance  in  our  pets.  Some 
factors,  such  as  breed,  jaw  conformation,  tooth 
trauma  and  viral/bacterial  infection  can 
predispose  our  pets  to  rapid  or  severe  dental 
disease. Poor and/or inappropriate diet is a major 
cause of dental disease in pet rabbits and guinea 
pigs, who actually only require simple low energy, 
high fibre food i.e.  grass/hay (not concentrated, 
manufactured pellets).  They need to spend long 
periods  of  time  chewing;  otherwise  their  teeth 
become  too  long  and  irregular  in  shape.  Sharp 
spurs on the molar teeth dig into the cheeks and 

tongue,  and  the  abnormally  long  teeth  prevent 
normal chewing action. 
   The best advice I can give you is to check your 
pet’s mouth regularly (i.e. at least weekly, if not 
daily); look at all the teeth, open the mouth wide 
and look  under  the  tongue  and along  the  hard 
palate.  Look  for  swellings,  bleeding,  plaque, 
foreign bodies etc. If you see anything abnormal, 
or which concerns you, get it checked by your vet. 
Prompt action is always best. 
   Be aware that insurance policies rarely cover the 
cost of dental treatment, unless it is for an acute 
condition which could not have been prevented 
by good care. It is our responsibility to make the 
effort to maintain good dental hygiene wherever 
possible,  and  therefore  minimise  the  need  for 
veterinary  dental  treatment.  Appropriate  food, 
chews, toothpaste and mouth washes should all 
be considered part of a good dental care regimen. 
The vast majority of veterinary dental treatment 
requires general anaesthesia and so pets usually 
stay at the vets for the day to receive the care and 
attention they deserve. 
Dr Penny Yates PgC SAM BVSc MRCVS

https://www.severnedgevets.co.uk/team/dr-penny-yates-pgc-sam-bvsc-mrcvs
https://www.severnedgevets.co.uk/team/dr-penny-yates-pgc-sam-bvsc-mrcvs
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB

The  Club  met  at  the  Cleobury 
Café  in  November  to  hear  Sue 
Brown explain  the  basis  of  her 
work as a Chiropractic, working 
in Cleobury’s High Street.

Sue opened by stressing 
that  this  is  now  a  regulated 
profession,  and  it  is  illegal  for 
anyone in UK to call themselves 
‘a  chiropractic’  without  prior 
registration. She followed up by 
explaining  that  much  of  her 
work relates to spinal problems, 
many  of  which  her  patients 
bring  on  themselves  through 
bad  posture.  This  is  often 
associated with frequent lengthy 
periods of incorrectly positioned 
seating,  especially  at  computer 
work stations,  or  in cars.  If  we 
ignore  the  optimum  alignment 
of  the  spine,  or  adopt 
unbalanced  or  asymmetrical 
stances,  we  are  storing  up 
problems for ourselves. Which a 
chiropractic  may  be  able  to 
solve. 
   On  a  show  of  hands,  about 
half  the members revealed that 
they  had  at  some  time  had 
treatment from a chiropractor, or 
from  an  osteopath,  and  as  Sue 
warmed  to  her  subject,  one 
could see members wriggling on 
their  seats,  trying  to  arrange 
themselves  to  provide  their 
spines with the approved curves 
(lower  spine  IN,  upper  spine 
OUT).  Sue’s  explanations  were 
clarified  by  her  use  of  an 
excellent  model  of  a  human 
spine  (which  could  hardly  be 
called  life-like,  but  it  certainly 
was realistic). She also provided 
some simple tips to reduce likely 
problems  –  such  as  careful 
choices of seating, cushions, and 
pillows. All in all, a useful talk.

   The Breakfast Club meets on 
December 12th at the Golf Club 
to hear Mark Baldwin talk about 
‘Wish You Were Here’. Members 
wishing to attend should contact 
Jonathan Fair (271913) or Angela 
Drennan  (270636)  to  book 
places.

IN PRAISE OF…
May I,  though the pages of the 
Clarion,  sing  the  praises  of 
Lower Street Garage.
   My  wife  took  her  car  to  be 
checked,  as  at  seven  years  old 
and  82,000  miles,  various 
squeaks  and  bangs  are 
becoming more frequent.
   When my wife went to collect 
her  car  she  asked  for  the  bill. 
Deggie  said  that  as  no  faults 
were found and the tyres were 
OK  for  another  couple  of 
thousand miles  there would be 
no charge.
   When my wife said "But what 
about  your  time  and  labour 
charges?”  Deggie  insisted  that 
they  still  would  not  charge  us 
any  money.  What  a  wonderful 
gesture! 
   Can  you  imagine  that 
happening  with  the  "big" 
nationwide garages? No, neither 
can we.
   Deggie, Matt and all at Lower 
Street  Garage;  take  a  well 
deserved bow.
Philip and Carol Westwood
THE AMAZING FUND 
RAISING GASKELLS

John and Ange Gaskell are keen 
members  of  the  Golf  Club and 
both  have  big  hearts.  Through 
the  past  year  they’ve  worked 
away at  fund raising  events  to 
support  a  range  of  cancer 
charities.
   In  November  they  hosted  a 
special afternoon tea at the club 
and handed over a selection of 
cheques  totalling  £15,650.  The 

actual  sums  were:  £3,000  to 
Cancer  Research  UK,  £3,000  to 
Midland Air Ambulance, £4,000 
to  Macmillan  Cancer  Care, 
£4,000  to  Acorns  Children’s 
Hospice  and  £1,650  to 
Kidderminster  Prostate  Cancer 
Care.
   A  wonderful  effort. 
Congratulations to the Gaskells 
and  all  at  the  Golf  Club  who 
cooperated in the organisation.

NHS HEARING AID 
CLINIC

There's  a  drop-in  Hearing  Aid 
Clinic  at  St  Mary's  Place 
Community  Room,  off  Love 
Lane,  from 10.00  to  12.00  noon 
on  Wednesday  the  6th  this 
month.  It's  staffed  by  NHS 
Audiology  trained  volunteers, 
who  will  help  with  tube 
changing, battery collection and 
general  advice  on  the  care  of 
your hearing aid. They can also 
advise  where  to  go  for  more 
complex  repairs  or  problems 
with your hearing aid.

RAIN OR SHINE 
THEATRE RETURN TO 

KINLET
This  popular  theatre  company 
will  be  back  in  Kinlet  Village 
Hall on the 20th of this month to 
perform ‘Dracula - or A Pain In 
The Neck’, a nicely apt title for 
the  story  of  man  who  took 
kissing  to  a  new  depth;  more 
than skin deep in fact.
   It’s  a  comic  reworking  of  a 
classic  tale,  described  as 
something  “You  can  really  get 
your teeth into.” It starts at 7.30, 
tickets are £10 for adults, £5 for 
children  or  £25  for  a  family.  A 
call  to  Francis  Engleheart  on 
07710  288526  will  secure  yours 
and lead to what sounds like a 
great  evening.  All  proceeds  to 
the Village Hall.
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Produced & bottled at 
Mawley Town Farm, 
Cleobury Mortimer 
01299 270359 

Mawley Milk  
direct from the cows  
to a shop near you! 

 
We guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles. 

Early morning doorstep delivery available in Cleobury Mortimer 

Like us on Facebook/Mawleytownfarm 
 

To find your nearest stockist visit our website www.mawleytownfarm.co.uk 
email:  info@mawleytownfarm.co.uk 

 

Local & Seasonal Produce,  
Delicatessen Counter,  

Organic & Gluten free ranges,  
Greengrocery,  

Off Licence, Newspapers,  
Health Lottery,  

General Convenience Store 

Tel: 01299 270 182 

2/3 Talbot Yard, 

Cleobury Mortimer,  DY14 8BQ. 

 

Opening hours: 

Mon—Sat 7am—9pm 

Sun 8am-8pm 

 

 

Mark Pearce 
Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture 

Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products 
Tel: 01746718404 Mobile: 07875425028 

And Much More 

x Fencing  
x Patios  
x Drives  
x Decking  

x Garden Sheds  
x Summer Houses  
x Fence Panels  
x Log Stores 
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The Clarion Clippings - The Local News                                                                      

PROPOSED CUTS TO
YOUTH PARTNERSHIP

FUNDING
The  provision  of  facilities  for 
youth  activities  throughout 
Shropshire  is  an  important 
matter.  It  is  a  well  proven fact 
that  keeping  young  minds 
involved  with  interesting 
activities keeps them from some 
of  the  temptations  none  of  us 
want  to  see  our  children  or 
grandchildren following. 
   At  a  time of  austerity,  when 
money is hard to find, it’s easy 
to  cut  out  such  spending.  You 
probably wouldn’t see the effect 
until months or even years from 
now, so why worry? Because we 
live in a decent place, with low 
levels  of  crime  and  anti  social 
behaviour.  Something  we 
should  fight  to  keep  good,  not 
dismiss  as  someone  else’s 
problem. 
   Apparently  Shropshire 
Council is planning to make no 
funds available for the Cleobury 
Mortimer area next year. That’s 
in their plans, which the public 
can comment upon  via this site:
http://new.shropshire.gov.uk/
g e t - i n v o l v e d / c h a n g e s - t o -
provision-of-youth-activities/
   You can go on there and let 
them  have  your  view  as  a 
private citizen. The site is open 
until  January  5th,  so  you  have 
time,  but  please  don’t  leave  it 
too long.  The more voices they 
hear  objecting  to  this  cut  the 
more  likely  they  are  to  think 
again.                                     JR

CLEOBURY W.I.
Thanks  to  all  those  who  came 
along  to  the  Winter  Warmer 
lunch, it was very busy and over 
£250  was  raised  for  funds  and 
our charity for this year which is 

Nineveh  Ridge  Care  Farm. 
Please note January 25th for the 
next lunch. 
   Also well supported was the 
November  meeting  with  23 
visitors welcomed to enjoy a talk 
from  well  known  historian  Alf 
Jenkins  who  was  born  at  Dhu 
Stone  Inn,  Clee  Hill.  Alf 
entertained  with  tales  of  his 
childhood,  of  freezing  winters, 
frost inside the windows and ice 
in the chamber pots! 
   In  December  we  will  be 
celebrating  at  the  Kings  Arms, 
not  only  Christmas  but 
Cleobury  Mortimer  WI's  95th 
birthday as the first meeting was 
on  7th  December  1922.  The 
programme for  2018  is  looking 
interesting and fun,  we usually 
meet in the Market Hall on the 
second  Tuesday  at  7.30pm. 
Anyone  thinking  of  joining  us 
get  in  touch  on  01299  270983, 
email  judysant10@gmail.com or 
check us out on Facebook. 

SEVERN VALLEY 
COUNTRY PARK

The  excellent  work  of  Severn 
Valley Country Park Supporter’s 
Group has been recognised by a 
national  award.  The  Queen’s 
Award for  Voluntary  Service  is 
the  highest  award  given  to 
volunteer groups across the UK. 
It  is  given  to  recognise 
outstanding work done by local 
volunteer  groups  in  their  own 
communities.
   The  award  committee  noted 
the ‘continued reclamation of  a 
colliery site  to  create  a  country 
park  and  wildlife  sanctuary’. 
Work to reclaim the site began in 
1986, with the official opening in 
1992.  Some  of  their  volunteer 
team  have  been  volunteering 
since that time.
   The award was presented to 
the chairman of the group, Don 

Bannister,  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Shropshire,  Sir 
Algernon  Heber-Percy.  60 
volunteers  and  their  partners 
attended  the  presentation 
during which a champagne toast 
was made to the Queen.
   The volunteers deserve huge 
congratulations  for  this  well-
deserved award. Their constant 
dedication  to  the  park  is  what 
makes it  such a beautiful  place 
to visit. 
   To  find  out  the  latest  from 
Severn Valley Country Park visit 
their Facebook page.
   This  story  was  taken  from  the 
Shropshire  Council’s  Outdoor 
Partnership Volunteer Supplement. 
Ed.

CLAIRE CARTER’S 
WORK ON SHOW

Claire  Carter  is  an  acclaimed 
and  award  winning  wildlife 
photographer,  whose  work  has 
earned her an exhibition at  the 
Photo Space Gallery in Ludlow’s 
Castle Street. 
   It  is  scheduled  to  run  from 
November  25th  through  to 
January  27th,  under  the  title 
‘Where  I  Stand’.  She  explains 
that title: “Where I stand I have 
felt  pure  exhilaration.  When 
conditions  were  tough  and  I 
doubted my sanity, suddenly the 
world  exploded with  light  and 
colour and I knew I was totally 
sane and alive.
   Where  I  stand,  motion  and 
emotion collide.”
  You can see the evidence of this 
at  the  exhibition,  including  an 
audio  visual  display  of  the 
Northern  Lights  that  she  has 
captured in her trips to the near 
Arctic  north.  She  is  a  devoted 
and  outstanding  professional 
and we cannot recommend any 
exhibition more than this.      JR

http://new.shropshire.gov.uk/get-involved/changes-to-provision-of-youth-activities/
mailto:judysant10@gmail.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDI3LjgwMDYyMzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAyNy44MDA2MjMxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4OTg3JmVtYWlsaWQ9emVsbGNtZmFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD16ZWxsY21mYUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/site/severn-valley-country-park/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDI3LjgwMDYyMzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAyNy44MDA2MjMxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4OTg3JmVtYWlsaWQ9emVsbGNtZmFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD16ZWxsY21mYUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&104&&&https://qavs.direct.gov.uk/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDI3LjgwMDYyMzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAyNy44MDA2MjMxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4OTg3JmVtYWlsaWQ9emVsbGNtZmFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD16ZWxsY21mYUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&105&&&https://www.facebook.com/SevernValleyCountryPark/
http://new.shropshire.gov.uk/get-involved/changes-to-provision-of-youth-activities/
mailto:judysant10@gmail.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDI3LjgwMDYyMzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAyNy44MDA2MjMxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4OTg3JmVtYWlsaWQ9emVsbGNtZmFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD16ZWxsY21mYUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/site/severn-valley-country-park/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDI3LjgwMDYyMzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAyNy44MDA2MjMxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4OTg3JmVtYWlsaWQ9emVsbGNtZmFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD16ZWxsY21mYUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&104&&&https://qavs.direct.gov.uk/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMDI3LjgwMDYyMzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTAyNy44MDA2MjMxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4OTg3JmVtYWlsaWQ9emVsbGNtZmFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD16ZWxsY21mYUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&105&&&https://www.facebook.com/SevernValleyCountryPark/
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire  
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mortimer for 17 years 

SPICE NEWS:  
Orders over £40 come with free bottle of wine. Free Delivery up to 5miles from the Spice Empire & Spice Express.  

www.facebook.com/pages/the-spice-empire 

 

 

 

 
 

 
17 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 

6-11pm 6 Days a Week 
Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 

wide range to suit all tastes. 
Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm-

9.00pm. 
As much as you can eat for just  

£9.95 a head. 
Free home delivery up to 5miles 
Reservatitions:01299 270419 

 

 

 

 
 

 
6/7 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer 

‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 
suit all pockets’ 

Top Value dining.  
Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95. 
 

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00-11.00pm  
Reservations: 01299 271485 

 

 

 

 
 
 

57 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
6-11pm Wednesday– Sunday 

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers.  

Monday– Tuesday  
collect Takeaways from 

 Spice Empire: 
Tel: 01299 270419 

Free home delivery up to 5miles.  
Orders: 01299 271604 

Wild at Heart Flowers 
…………..good affordable workmanship………... 

                          Over 30 years of inspiration  
                                                                       By Rachael Mole 

Personalised bespoke floristry…. 
Sculptured, detailed work 

 
Queries welcome!! 

Pre-order only 

Tel: 01584 890 928 
Mob: 07526 283 377 
Email: wildatheartflowers@hotmail.co.uk 
Web http://www.wildatheartflowers.com 

Home visits by appointment 
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ALEX’S DEGREE 
SUCCESS

Alex Guest, holder of an Open 
University Open Degree.

This is  a story of devotion and 
determination,  of  a  young man 
overcoming a  serious  illness  to 
realise  his  ambition  to  earn  a 
university degree.
   Alex Guest was only 12 when 
he  developed  Chronic  Fatigue 
Syndrome. It was a devastating 
blow,  leaving  him  with  severe 
head and joint aches, exhaustion 
and serious  sensitivity  to  light, 
sound  and  touch.  Add  to  that 
the loss of the ability to read and 
write and you realise that it was 
a huge problem to face.
   Schooling  was  one  of  the 
problems, Shropshire Education 
Services  unable  to  provide  a 
tutor  or  online learning.  So his 
mother  Gill  approached  the 
Open University, who agreed to 
take him on at the age of 14, one 

of  the  youngest  to  undertake 
their  courses.  The  problems  he 
faced would put most people off 
the idea, but Alex and his mum 
are made of stern stuff.
   “The first module he did was 
Maths,”  Gill  recalls.  “Alex 
couldn’t  tolerate  the  brightness 
of white paper, so we used to do 
ten minutes sessions of sums in 
felt  tip  pen  on  the  window 
panes. Our house looked like a 
scene from Good Will Hunting!”
   His natural intellect was there 
to  be  seen if  you met  him.  He 
came  to  the  Creative  Writing 
Group,  shy  and  hesitant  in 
manner, but able produce some 
great ideas and express them in 
good  English.  He  is  a  talented 
writer.
   His mum is rightly delighted 
with  Alex’s  achievement. 
“Graduation  Day  was  very 
emotional,”  she  admits  of  the 
gathering  at  Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall, where Baroness 
Lane-Fox, chancellor of the OU, 
presented  the  degrees.  “To  be 
among  so  many  Open 
University  students  who  had 
been  supported  by  their 
families.  It  was  lovely  to  see 
their tenacity and sheer dogged 
hard work pay off, and celebrate 
with them. We were immensely 
proud.”  Quite  right  too,  it  is  a 
remarkable story.

THE READING GROUP
Are  we  more  tolerant  of  race 
and class now than we were in 
the  mid  1900s?  This  was  our 
main topic after reading 'The L- 
Shaped  Room'  by  Lynne  Reid 
Banks,  an  authentic  sounding 
story set in the 1950s. 
   Jane  is  pregnant  by  a 
boyfriend  she  doesn't  consider 
marrying  and  her  father  turns 
her  out  of  the  family  home. 
Renting a room in a bug-ridden 
boarding  house  she  meets  an 
array of colourful characters and 
tries  to  ignore  her  pregnancy. 
Later, coming to terms with her 
problems, Jane becomes fond of 
her L-shaped room and most of 
her fellow boarders. 
   The novel, now social history, 
covers the stigma of unmarried 
motherhood and class attitudes. 
The  striking  casual  racism  & 
anti-Semitism  feels  shocking 
now but reflects attitudes in the 
1950s.  These  have  changed  a 
great  deal  for  the  better  but 
there is still a way to go.
   Our  next  read,  'Elizabeth  is 
Missing'  by  Emma Healey  will 
be  chatted  about  over  nibbles 
and drinks on December 18th at 
Cleobury Library.
Deana Kimber 
CM 271754
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NHS & private eye tests ♦ FREE children’s glasses ♦ FREE NHS glasses  

♦ Home visits  
 

 
 

 

www.cleoburyopticians.co.uk 
16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 

DY14 8BX 
Tel: 01299 270012 

Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 
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Letter from Westminster                                                 Philip Dunne MP

December, and with it the Christmas season, 
each year seems to come around more quickly 
than before, so for those readers who have not 
yet  completed your  Christmas shopping (or 
started it, in my case), there is still plenty of 
time to look in local shops for your presents 
this  year.  The first  Saturday in December is 
the 5th annual ‘Small Business Saturday’ and 
provides  the  perfect  excuse  to  shop  locally 
and help grow our local economy. Christmas 
markets are also increasingly popular in our 
market towns across South Shropshire in the 
run  up  to  Christmas,  and  several  have  late 
night shopping events. 
   While many of us take Christmas as a time 
to be with family and friends, enjoying some 
peace  of  mind  away  from  work,  men  and 
women up and down the country go to work 
to serve the public,  in what  can be difficult 
circumstances. I have been fortunate to serve 
in two government departments, Defence and 
Health,  both  of  which  have  given  me  the 
chance to meet many public spirited people 
who  spend  their  days,  nights  and  public 
holidays  ensuring  the  public  are  safe  and 
well.  At  Christmas time,  our admiration for 
their selfless work grows even stronger.
   Emergency workers like paramedics, police, 
and fire services all continue to be ready, in a 
matter  of  minutes,  to  come to  our  aid  over 
Christmas should we need them. I have been 
out  with  emergency  ambulance  crews,  and 
spent  time  with  hospital  emergency 
clinicians.  These  are  testing  jobs,  and  we 
should  be  grateful  for  their  professionalism 

year  round,  but  perhaps  especially  at 
Christmas. The same goes for all staff in our 
hospitals  and  community  health  settings, 
both locally and across the UK, who ensure 
our NHS is there should we need it.
   Similarly, members of the police and Armed 
Forces protect us around the clock, including 
in Parliament, as we have had tragic cause to 
be  thankful  for  this  year.  Those  posted 
overseas  must  maintain  a  constant  state  of 
alertness, unable to be with their families at 
Christmas. While bases and ships afford some 
luxuries,  like a Christmas lunch, day to day 
work remains the priority.  We should all  be 
very grateful for their service.
   In  a  slightly  different  but  related  vein,  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  all  the  posties 
working in the Ludlow Constituency for their 
efforts to ensure letters and parcels reach their 
intended destination before Christmas Day. I 
visit  one  of  the  sorting  offices  in  the 
constituency  ahead  of  each  Christmas  to 
thank the hardworking staff, and am always 
amazed  at  the  sheer  quantity  of  mail, 
especially  parcels,  delivered  in  South 
Shropshire at this time of year.
   So if you get the chance, please take the time 
to  thank  those  who  you  know  will  be 
working over Christmas. A kind word goes a 
long way, and will let them know how much 
you appreciate what they do.
    I  wish  all  my  constituents  across  South 
Shropshire  a  very  Merry  Christmas,  and  a 
Happy New Year.
 Philip Dunne MP

The Cleobury Clarion is on the Worldwide Web. 
From the 4th day of the month, every month, 

including all the advertisements. 
We have readers in California (Hello to all at SRF!), 

Hong Kong and New Zealand.
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1 High Street, Stottesdon DY14 8TZ        Tel: 01746 718270         www.fightingcocks.co.uk 

The Fighting Cocks Inn Stottesdon 
 

An historic inn, officially dating back to 1830 as a pub, but older as a coaching inn, and a brew house. The Fighting Cocks is 
famed for its passion for local produce, real ales, and initiatives to support the local community. We sell local produce from 
the pub and shop including local fruit, vegetables, meats, and of course the pubs famous homemade pies. Homemade 
puddings are also served both in the pub and the shop - but you will need to get here early! 

 
Steak Nights Every Friday 
10oz local ribeye or rump 
Only £9.95 
 

Senior citizen lunches 
Tuesday to Friday 
12:00 – 2.30pm 
 

Live Music 
Saturday Evenings 
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MADGE SAYS 
THANK YOU

Many  thanks  to  everyone  who 
came to talk to the people who 
provide  our  health  care  on 
November 18th. Our four Young 
Health  Champions  did  a  great 
job  signing  visitors  in  and 
making drinks.
   Early feed back is really useful 
and  helps  contribute  to  the 
Health  meetings  I  attend  on 
your  behalf  and  as  the  Vice 
Chairman of  Shropshire  Health 
Overview  and  Scrutiny 
Committee  so  please  e  mail 
Madge.shineton@shropshire.gov
.uk    or  knock  the  door  at   2, 
Ralph  Jones  Terrace  with  your 
comments and suggestions.
   It  was  good  to  see  the 
Cleobury  and  Brown  Clee 
surgeries  together  as  they  look 
after  most  of  us  in  this  area.  
Nice  to  see  the  Housing 
Associations  there,  because 
good housing is very important 
for good health.
   There will be a formal Future 
Fit  consultation  document  in 
December  about  the  future 
services  provided  in  the 
Shropshire  hospitals  at  Telford 
and  Shrewsbury.  This  research 
will  go  through  until  early 
March. It really is important and  
will be part of evidence used for 
many  services  provided  across 
the  County  in  the  future 
including  transport  to  access 
those  services.  I  am  happy  to 
provide a paper copy if that will 
help you.
Madge Shineton
DODDINGTON NEWS
St  John  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Doddington  are  delighted  that 
they have been given £10,700 in 
grant  money to do a feasibility 
study. The major part of this is 

from the Big Lottery Fund with 
additional help from Shropshire 
Historic  Churches  Trust.  Faced 
with major repair works and no 
means  of  knowing  how  much 
they  would  cost,  the  grant 
allows  the  church  to  turn  a 
problem  into  an  opportunity, 
including  consulting  the 
community on how the Church 
can better serve its needs.  “This 
is  fantastic  news”,  said  Celia 
Gibb,  Churchwarden.  “We  rely  
on donations for our income and 
to  keep  the  Church  and 
churchyard  in  use.  This  grant 
allows  us  to  assess  the  cost  of 
repair,  which  may  be  tens  of 
thousands of pounds, as well as 
find out if there are ways we can 
better serve the community.” 
   Set in a beautiful location on 
Titterstone  Clee,  the  oldest 
continuously  active  industrial 
area in Europe, the Church was 
built  for  quarry  and  mine 
workers 170 years ago and has a 
number  of  important  features 
that proclaim the importance of 
itspheritage  and  serving  the 
spiritual needs of the area. “The 
simple calm of St John’s,  set  in 
its  churchyard  with  views  to 
Worcestershire  and  Wales,  and 
its  heritage,  including  unusual 
use of ironwork in the windows 
make  it  a  very  special  and 
precious  place.”  commented 
Celia. Once repairs are assessed 
and  the  community  needs  are 
reviewed, then the real work of 
raising  funds  to  do  the  work 
begins.  “Its  going  to  be  a  long 
and challenging project.  We are 
a  little  apprehensive,  but  very 
excited!”  admitted  Celia  “But 
the Big Lottery Fund grant is a 
great  start  and  we  are  very 
grateful  that  they  are  helping 
the  Church  on  the  Hill  to 
continue to shine out.”

HOPTON NEWS
Quiz  Evening,  November  18th: 
We  had  thirteen  teams  taking 
part in all and it was good to see 
some  new  faces  supporting  us 
from  Tenbury  Wells,  Clee  Hill 
and Cleobury Mortimer.
   The  Quiz  was  very  hard 
fought, with at least seven teams 
in the the running. The results:
1st: Old School, 69.5 points
2nd Formula ! 64.0 points
3rd:  Dumb  and  Dumber   63.5 
points.
   Many thanks to all the helpers, 
to  all  who supported  the  quiz, 
donated  raffle  and  auction 
prizes,  including  Red  Hare 
Hairdressers  and Ashley's Cafe, 
and bought tickets. 
Annual Carol Service and Grand 
Raffle.  Saint  Michael  and  All 
Angels, Hopton Wafers, Tuesday 
December 5th at 7.00 o’clock. All 
are  welcome  to  this  service, 
which will include the Cleobury 
Church  Choir  and  festive 
refreshments. All are welcome.
Marilyn Wood
CLARION CARTOONS

We are very proud

 We are very proud to introduce 
cartoons  courtesy  of  By  Jorge 
and  hope  to  give  you  a  smile 
each  month  if  he  can  keep  up 
the supply. A nice little touch of 
mischief. 

mailto:Madge.shineton@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:Madge.shineton@shropshire.gov.uk
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CLEOBURY MEMORIALS 
(Part of Cleobury Funeral Directors) 

* New Memorials & Cremation Tablets 
* Restoration & Repairs To Existing Stones 
* Additional Lettering & New Inscriptions 

* Grave Care & Maintenance 

 
 
 

Our Mason is an accredited member of the British Register of Memorial Masons with a City & Guilds 
Qualification in Memorial Masonry. He is also a BRAMM licensed memorial fitter. 

8-9 Talbot Square, Cleobury Mortimer. DY14 8BQ 
Telephone: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 

 

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

ANOTHER CLEOBURY 
SUCCESS

The Running Club has  grown 
from a small band of friends to 
become  a  strong,  lively  group 
with  a  big  following  and  a 
growing sense of confidence in 
their  future.  Member  Lisa 
Bailey tells  about  the  story  so 
far.
Cleobury  Mortimer  Running 
Club  started  out  with  around 
eight keen runners who wanted 
to  create  an  inclusive  running 
club  that  would  cater  for  all 
abilities.  They  felt  there  was  a 
real  gap in the market with no 
local  club  offering  this  that 
would suit all types of runner/
jogger.
   Just over two years later, the 
club has grown from strength to 
strength with over 110 members 
travelling  from  all  around  the 
local  area.   Having  two  fully 
qualified  coaches,  Joanne 
Watson and Andie Ford, as well 
as  four  run  leaders,  this  has 
enabled  the  club  to  offer 
professional advice and support 
to  all  levels  of  runner.   Their 
sessions  focus  on  running 
technique  skills,  strength  and 
conditioning  and  endurance  as 
well as just simply ‘going for a 
run’.

   The club is looking forward to 
its  first  Awards  Ceremony  this 
year, to be held at the Christmas 
Party, which gives the chance to 
c e l e b r a t e  e v e r y o n e ’ s 
achievements.  Everyone  has 
achieved  something  whether  it 
be  their  first  marathon,  half 
marathon  or  just  being  able  to 
run  without  stopping.  They 
have  been  encouraged  by 
coaches  Jo  and  Andie  (shown 
above)  who  themselves  have 
had  their  own  amazing 
achievements.  Still  regularly 
competing,  they  continue  to 
keep  achieving  personal  bests, 
race  after  race,  and  providing 
rea l  mot ivat ion  and 
encouragement  to  everyone  at 
all  levels.  Jo  and  Andie  have 

both  run  marathon  Good  For 
Age  (GFA)  times  this  year, 
guaranteeing them entry to the 
London Marathon in 2018.  They 
both  also  achieved  Boston 
Qualifying Times.
   CMRC are operating currently 
as  a  UK  Athletics  registered 
club, as a satellite club alongside 
Ludlow Runners. However, they 
now  feel  it’s  time  to  go  alone 
and are presently applying to be 
an  independent  fully  affiliated 
club. The future is very exciting 
for  the  club  and  its  members 
with lots  of  events planned for 
2018, including their first official 
race - Cleobury 10k - which will 
be  held  on  July  1st  next  year.  
Watch  out,  you  don’t  know 
what the team of red will doing 
next!
   Now qualified, coaches Jo and 
Andie  also  offer  private 
coaching  for  individuals 
(www.run-well.co.uk)  and  the 
club  will  be  running  another 
beginners  course  in  January 
starting on Thursday the 18th at 
7.00pm from Cleobury Mortimer 
Sports  Hall.  If  you  have 
enquiries, then please visit us at 
www.runcleobury.org  or  email: 
info@runcleobury.org.  or  you 
can  follow  us  on  Facebook 
(@runcleobury).          Lisa Bailey

http://www.run-well.co.uk
http://www.runcleobury.org
mailto:info@runcleobury.org
http://www.run-well.co.uk
http://www.runcleobury.org
mailto:info@runcleobury.org
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 The December Clarion Social Calendar                                                Part One

 

Date Time Details Contact Telephone 

Fri 1st 1.00 Advent Lunch, Market Hall, great value and all for charity.  PAGE 11   

 8.00pm Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall Sonia Pearsall 01584 890874 

Sat.2nd 4.00pm Christmas Lights switch on with Father Christmas in attendance and 
Cleobury Brass in full, fine form at the Christmas Fair 

  

Sun 3rd 6.00pm Open Mic Night at the kings Arms, Church Street. Acoustic only, all 
types and ages 

  

Mon 4th 7.00pm The Town Council meet at Cleobury Country Centre to conduct 
business 

  

Tues. 5th 7.00pm Carol Service and Grand Raffle, St Michael’s Parish Church Hopton 
Wafers – PAGE 29 

  

Weds.6th 10.00-
12.00 

NHS Hearing Aid drop in clinic at St Mary’s Place – PAGE 21   

 11.00am Sing, Laugh, Breather meet at the Market Hall Kate kate@sing-laugh-
breathe.co.uk 

 8.00pm Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall Sonia Pearsall 01584 890874 

Thu.7th  GREEN GARDEN WASTE WHEELIE BINS EMPITIED TODAY   

 10.30am Rock Pathfinders meet at Habberley Valley Nature Reserve DY11 
5RD or SO reference 802774 – SEE PAGE 5 

  

Fri. 8th 1.00pm Advent Lunch in the Market Hall   

Sat. 9th 7.00pm “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickins will be performed in St 
George’s Parish Church Milson. Tickets £10.00 

Stephen 
Webb 

01299 271407 

Sun. 10th 9.45am Benefice Service in St Mary’s Church Cleobury Mortimer with Bishop 
Alistair licensing Rev.Sue Barrett to work within the Benefice 

  

Mon. 11th 6.30pm The Writing Group meet at the Library – PAGE 5   

 7.30pm The Horticultural Society Meet in Saint Elizabeth’s Hall for their 
Christmas Social Evening – PAGE 31 

  

Tues.12th 7.30am The Breakfast Club meet at the Golf Club to hear Dr Mark Baldwin 
talk about “Wish you were here” 

Jonathan Fair 01299 271913 

 7.00pm Cleobury Men’s Shed meet to hear about progress. Market Hall, 
Church Street – PAGE 9 

  

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB CHRISTMAS EVENTS
The Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party will be on December 8th. Arrive at 12.30 for a 
1.00 o’clock start. Musical entertainment and buffet food provided by the Co-op.

———————————————-
Children’s Christmas Party on the 15th between 4.00 and 7.00 o’clock. Father 
Christmas will be visiting, with a gift for every child. Cost just £2.50 per child.

———————————————-
New Year’s Eve Party, with disco, starting at 7.30. Members free, non-members 

£5.00 a head. The Club will be closed on New Year’s Day.
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The December Social Calendar Continued                                              Part Two     

Give your dog a holiday 

Guaranteed Daily Walks 
Heated & Air Conditioned 
Licensed & Insured 

Call Kate & Rich on 01584 890327 or 07967 491428 
Opening hours: 8am-11am & 4pm-6pm          Hopton Bank, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0QF 

 

 

Date Time Details Contact Telephone 

We 13th 10.00 Walking for Health meet at their winter base, the Market Hall in 
Church Street, combining with CoCo Coffee Morning.  Coffee & Cake 
for £1.50! PAGE 5 

  

 11.00 Sing, Laugh, Breathe meet at the Market Hall to share songs & 
laughter 

  

 7.30 Neen Savage W.I. meet at the Village Hall for their Christmas 
Celebration 

  

 8.00 Royal British Legion, The Bell Inn, Lower St. David Taylor CM270793 

Thurs 14th   BLACK WHEELIE BINS AND RECYCLE BOXES EMPTIED TODAY   

Fri 15th 1.00 Advent Lunch in the Market Hall   

 8.00 Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall Sonia Pearsall 01584 890 874 

Sun 17th 7.30 Cleobury Concert Brass entertain with their annual concert in the 
Parish Hall.  Book early – tickets always sell out! PAGE 39 

  

Mon 18th 6.30 Cleobury Patients Voice meet at the Medical Centre. New members 
welcome.  PAGE 45 

 01299 407 224 

Tues 19th 7.30 CM Poetry Club, the Library, Love Lane  CM 270642 

 7.00 Cleobury Running Club have another Beginners’ Course. At the 
Sports Centre, Love Lane.  PAGE 31 

  

 7.30 The Reading Group meet in The Library, Love Lane.  PAGE 25   

Tues 19th 7.00 Special Advent Service of Wholeness and Healing’ in the Parish 
Church.  PAGE 5 

  

Wed 20th  11.00 Sing, Laugh, Breathe meet at the Market Hall for a Christmas sing-
song 

  

 7.30 Rain or Shine Theatre present “Dracula -  or “A Pain in the Neck” at 
Kinlet Village Hall. PAGE 21 

  

 8.00 Whist Drive, Doddington Village Hall Sonia Pearsall 01584 890 874 

Thurs 21st  GREEN GARDEN WASTE WHEELIE BINS EMPTIED TODAY   

 10.30 Rock Pathfinders meet at The Bell Inn, Pensax.  WR6 6AE or SO 
reference 735690 PAGE 5 

  

Fri 22nd 1.00 The final Advent Lunch of the year, in the Market Hall   

Wed 27th   CoCo Coffee Morning and Walking for Health get together at the 
Market Hall 

  

Fri 29th  BLACK WHEELIE BINS AND RECYCLE BOXES EMPTIED TODAY   

Sun 31st 8.00 New Year Party at the Kings Arms.  Ellis Johnson plus DJ Pie   

Fri Jan 5th  GREEN GARDEN WASTE WHEELIE BINS EMPTIED TODAY   

A very Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year 
to all Clarion readers and advertisers. Thank you for your support.
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Ever After     

Day Nursery 
Cleobury Mortimer 

Please contact us on 01299 272 777 
Or Call in to see us anytime. 

Friendly, Caring Environment for the Community 

 

Breakfast club 
After school club 
Holiday club 
“Forest schools” 

        outings 

15hrs education 
funding  
24U funding 
Age ranges: 3 
months to 11 
years 

HIS & HERS

Dog Grooming Parlour
All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

 Alan Smith Aerials 
 

Digital TV  Installations. 
 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 
 

Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB 
01562 549725 

169–171 Newtown Road, Malvern WR14 1PJ
01684 212361 
Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB
01562 549836

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 1AT
01684 212428 

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 1AT
01684 210530
Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB
01562 549716 

• NEW FORD CAR AND VAN SALES
• APPROVED USED CAR AND VAN SALES
• ALL MAKES SERVICING AND MOTS

• PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

• CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS
• CAR AND COMMERCIAL RENTALS

• SELF STORAGE FACILITIES
• MOTABILITY AGENTS

First choice for all your motoring needs

brookhire.co.uk
hillsford.co.uk

hillscontracts.co.uk
hillsselfstore.co.uk

watch | like | tweet   

Type to enter text



Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  December 201735

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CRIME REDUCTION
GROUP

Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner Tracy Onslow. A 
sharp and concise no-nonsense 

speaker.
New faces were on parade at the 
Crime  Reduction  Group 
meeting  in  November,  most 
notably  Deputy  Police  and 
Crime  Commissioner  Tracy 
Onslow. In a sharp, concise way 
she  described  the  West  Mercia 
Police  plans  to  introduce  some 
new  services  within  their  £210 
million annual budget.
   This  includes  a  Victim’s 
Charter, giving those who have 
suffered  from  crime  easier 
access  to  all  the  services  the 
force can offer. On the matter of 
domestic  violence  there  is  an 
addition with the recruitment of 
a male administrator as well as 
the established females; there is 
such  violence  to  males,  but  it 
gets little publicity.
   The budget for Closed Circuit 
Television  installation  has  been 
increased from the £300,000 2016 
level to £1 million to ensure that 
all cameras give a clear image of 
vehicles  and  criminals.  There 
was  strong  support  for  this 

news,  the  town’s  own  old 
system being  expensive  and  of 
little  practical  use,  hence  its 
recent replacement.
   Mrs Onslow introduced Mick 
Simpson,  manager  of  the  ‘We 
Don’t Buy Crime’ scheme, who 
said  Cleobury  Mortimer  was  a 
flagship  operation  that  has 
attracted  attention  from  many 
neighbouring  towns  and 
villages.  The  effect  has  been  a 
reduction of about 85 percent in 
burglaries,  but  break-ins  at 
sheds  and  barns  is  a  growing 
problem.
   Mrs Onslow then advised that 
West  Mercia  Police  take  about 
11,000  phone  calls  a  week  and 
the answering delay to 999 calls 
has  been  reduced  by  half.  All 
officers  now  have  laptops  and 
mobile  phones  to  make  crime 
recording more efficient.
   Criminal use of social media is 
a growing problem and she gave 
a  frightening  statistic:  if  a 
teenager  is  given  a  computer, 
the  average  time  for  them  to 
receive a sexting call is within 30 
minutes!  This  is  an area  where 
advice to children and parents is 
given  and  the  force  has  extra 
staff working on the matter.
   Steve Loveridge spoke about 
his work as a Crime Prevention 
Design  Advisor,  making  life 
harder  for  the  criminal  by 
overseeing  obvious  targets  like 
pharmacies,  hospitals  and 
homes  with  control  drugs  in 
stock. It’s all part of the policy of 
prevention  being  better  than 
chasing criminals.
   Inspector  Nigel  Morgan 
introduced  himself,  the  officer 
now  responsible  for  an  area 
stretching  from  Shifnal  to 
Bishops Castle. He has a staff of 
one  sergeant  and  seven 

constables  and PCSOs.  He said 
that there was an increase in van 
and  shed  break-ins,  with  tools 
and  machinery  the  targets.  He 
emphasised  his  willingness  to 
hear feedback from the public.
   Kit Smith spoke as a resident, 
praising the work of  the group 
and the fact that we are well set 
up  to  prevent  crime,  but  do 
depend upon police cooperation 
and support. He had persuaded 
his  insurer,  NFU,  to  reduce his 
premium  in  the  light  of  the 
town’s forward thinking work.
   There  was  discussion  of  a 
Community Speed Watch Group 
that would be trained to operate 
speed  cameras  and  report 
offenders. It was felt it would be 
wise  for  such  volunteers  to 
always work outside their  own 
home  area  to  prevent  risk  of 
intimidation.  Volunteers  for 
such work are  to  be  invited to 
apply.
   The next meeting of the group 
is  at  11.00  on  January  22nd,  in 
the Sports and Social Club .

WORLD WAR ONE 
MEMORIAL BENCH

Gracing the Memorial Garden is 
this  finely  detailed  bench, 
finished  in  black  and  showing 
soldiers,  barbed  wire  and  the 
traditional  poppies  with  just 
their flowers in red.



Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  December 201736

01299 271 680

36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.

Masquerade
Soft furnishing and 

Interior Design Services

Fabrics Limited

More Clarion Smalls

We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price. 
x Decking 
x Patios 
x Brickwork 
 

For a free quote call Luke on 07443 039608, or email  

shropshiredirtblasters@gmail.com 

x Driveways 
x Fences 
x Outdoor furniture 

BEV’S SPRAYTANS
Mobile Spray Tanning Service

Sienna X
Fake Bake
Skinny Tan

For information and appointments 
call: Bev 07977 863 799

FALCO HEATING
The Solid Fuel Specialists

GARY HARDING - HETAS registered
Old Hall Farm

Clows Top, Worcs. DY14 9HE
T: 01299 832030

M: 07896 685 947
FalcoHeating@gmail.com
www.FalcoHeating.com

mailto:FalcoHeating@gmail.com
http://www.FalcoHeating.com
mailto:FalcoHeating@gmail.com
http://www.FalcoHeating.com
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The Clarion is on the World Wide Web 
From the 4th day of every month 

So we are telling the world about Diamond Buses…… 
www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

The meeting with Shropshire Council, due to be 
held in late October, was postponed as not much 
is happening. The 2L contract has been extended 
until  April  2018  to  tie  in  with  other  similar 
arrangements  so  that  they  can  all  be  renewed 
together  and  no  fresh  meeting  date  has  been  
arranged  yet.  One  problem  is  that  the 
Worcestershire  Council  contact  keeps  changing, 
resulting  in  the  new  occupant  having  to  be 
brought up to speed – then they move...
   The other morning, I noticed a substantial diesel 
slick  running  up  the  High  Street  and  casually 
wondered if it might have come from a Diamond 
bus.  Later  the  same  day,  I  heard  that  much  of 
Kiddy  town centre  had  been  affected  by  a  fuel 
leak from a broken down bus which had left the 
road surface in a  dangerous condition.  The Fire 
service and Police were called out to deal with the 
resulting  chaos  which  took  several  hours  to 
resolve. At this point, you may be thinking 'Could 
the  vehicle  involved  possibly  have  belonged  to 
my favourite  bus  company?'.  Yes  it  could!  And 
did! At least it  didn't  catch fire on this occasion 
although I gather that at least one elderly cyclist 
came  off  as  a  result  of  the  slippery  surface.  
Apparently the slick started in Bewdley and ran 
all  the way into Kiddy.  The Cleobury slick was 
also said to be the cause of an accident down near 
Newbridge. Diamond Buses said that the leak was 
from their  2 service and they couldn't  comment 
further  as  'the  incident  is  under  investigation'. 
This  is  interesting  as  the  2  doesn't  come  to 
Cleobury so I wonder if our problem was caused 
earlier  when  that  same  vehicle  may  have  been 
used on the 2L route.
   As  usual,  breakdowns  have  occurred  at  a 
number  of  locations  including  Far  Forest  with 
Hopton being the most common. Perhaps this is a 
sign of a mysterious phenomenon which we could 
call  'The Hopton Triangle'  which brings vehicles 
to a halt using supernatural powers. Or perhaps it 
is  just  caused  by  using  clapped  out  and  badly 
maintained  vehicles.  You  choose.  Problem:  It's 

uphill in every direction from there. Solution: Use 
buses that can go up hills...  In one case the bus 
was  stuck  on  the  bridge  with  a  queue  of  other 
vehicles unable to get past due to the blind bend. 
This brings to mind the heavy barriers installed to 
prevent a terrorist driving a vehicle through the 
Birmingham Christmas Market. Why go to all that 
trouble  when  you  could  just  hire  a  couple  of 
Diamond buses – they won't ever move...
   Further  afield,  a  recent  emergency  drill  at 
Zurich Airport involved a bus being set on fire to 
simulate a terrorist attack. Perhaps they should be 
told  we  are  ahead  of  them as  buses  here  don't 
need setting on fire - they do it themselves. And in 
Tokyo, a train company issued a formal apology 
for poor timekeeping when one of their services 
departed 20 seconds early. If only....
   Even if the bus gets you to your destination on 
time,  your  troubles  are  not  over.  Two  elderly 
ladies, one of whom is not in the best of health, 
wished  to  alight  in  Cleobury.  Despite  repeated 
ringing  of  the  buzzer,  the  driver  could  not  be 
persuaded to stop until they reached Hollywaste. 
The ladies then had to walk all the way back... At 
least that driver was on the route – roadworks in 
Lower Galdeford meant that the bus couldn't get 
to the last stop in Ludlow and the driver didn't 
know  where  to  go  (or  speak  much  English). 
Luckily Liz “The Navigator” Bishop was on board 
and managed to put him right.
   Just spent a week in rural North Norfolk and 
used  the  buses  every  day  with  no  problems.  A  
comprehensive  and  regular  service  and  all  on 
time. When you think that there is only sea on at 
least  two sides,  it  makes  South Shropshire  look 
almost urban. So where are our services?. Perhaps 
Norfolk Council  have ensured fair treatment for 
residents throughout the whole of their patch and 
not spent years studiously ignoring the problems 
as  has  happened  here  in  remote  (?)  South 
Shropshire. 
Steve Todd

Steve Todd  -  On The Buses

http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
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Cleobury Mortimer based 
Home visits 15 mile radius 

01299 272841 
07805 268439 

 

 

Health Professional  

Janet Manley 
MSSCh.. MBChA 

 BSYA(reflex)    Reiki Master 

Specialist in Reflexology & Reiki Healing 

Registered Chiropodist 

SIMON CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

5 LOVE LANE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER
TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month

STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.
Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For Sale 
Free Local Delivery 

Also Mixed and Softwood Available 
Tel: 07976 895 267 

01584 890 795 
K Phillips & Son Groundwork 

E: kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

07710 288526 • fengleheart@hotmail.com

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

D Painter - Painting and Decorating 
Your local friendly Painter and Decorator. 

Ex British Forces professional, 
hard working and reliable. 

Free quotes, reasonable rates,  
no job too small. 

Please call Darrell: 
01299 271838 or 
07854 770 604

Washing Machine
Repairs and Sales

JULIAN BREAKWELL
Telephone 07791 633 746

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and

Hotpoint
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FIXED LABOUR COST

mailto:kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kphillipsandson@yahoo.co.uk
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News       

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

Christmas  is  coming  and  the 
band  will  be  bringing  some 
festive  cheer.  Expect  to  see  us 
outside  the  Parish  Church  on 
afternoon of Saturday the 2nd in 
the build up to the switching on 
of the lights, at the Severn Valley 
Railway  Santa  Special  at  Arley 
Station  on  Sunday  10th  and  
Doddington Parish Church carol 
service on the 17th.
   The  Christmas  season  is  a 
good time for us to raise money 
for band funds and we would be 
enormously  grateful  for  any 
small change that you can spare 
to put into our collecting tins.
   The  must-have  ticket  of  the 
season  will  be  for  our   annual 
Christmas Concert at the Parish 
Hall on Sunday the 17th. Tickets 
available  from  Carrot  Tops  at 
£10 each to include mulled wine 
and mince  pies  in  the  interval. 
The bar will be open for drinks 
all evening too. We look forward 
to seeing you at our concert and 
wish you all  a very Merry and  
Musical Christmas !
  Our  website  lists  our 
forthcoming  engagements  and 
also  has  contact  numbers  for 
both senior and training bands.  
www.cmcb.org.uk
Katie Griffiths

ALBERT MANTLE’S 
MEMORIES OF 

MULLER’S
After  reading  Martin  Perkins’ 
story of Muller’s I decided that I 
would like to do a similar thing.
   I  joined  Muller’s  on  30th 
March 1943 at the age of 14. My 
job  was  to  collect  work  tickets 
and run errands,  like collecting 
cigarettes and tobacco from the 
newsagents.  In  September  1943 
my apprenticeship started and I 

was paid four and a half pence 
(less than 2p!) per hour but had 
to  work  an  hour  less  per  day 
than everyone else due to being 
a junior.
   'A' shop was my port of call 
with  Mr Guilder  as  my boss.  I 
moved  around  different  autos 
including a while working with 
Roy Burrows who is now in his 
90s.  In  1946  my apprenticeship 
ended and I was given a section 
of machines to run, which I was 
not familiar with. I  was helped 
along by the new apprentice Ted 
Cartwright  who  was  a  great 
asset. In 1948  a Swiss lad came 
and  took  my  place  so  that  I 
could  take  over  my  cousin’s 
section  while  he  was  away  on 
National service. 
   In 1950 I was diagnosed with 
TB so had 2 years and 3 months 
off sick. 11 months of that time 
was spent in the sanatorium at 
Shirlett  Broseley.  I  returned  to 
my duties in 1953.
   In  1958  I  helped  to  run  the 
Muller football team and in 1963 
became  secretary  to  the  union. 
In 1965 came an all out strike for 
better pay which eventually Mr 
Hartmann awarded.
   In 1973 I left for pastures new 
(Big  Mistake!)  and  returned  in 
1977,  but  with  the  prospect  of 
redundancies in 1980 I  took on 
the  security  guard  job  in  the 
gatehouse   rather  than  be 
unemployed.  In  1983  I  went 
back  onto  the  shop  floor 
working  as  part  of  a  team 
making parts for a new contract 
with Parker Pens. I stayed there 
until I retired in 1995. I was not 
retired for long as I was asked to 
return  to  help  out  the  delivery 
driver  on  a  part  time  basis 
which turned out to be more like 
full  time.  There  was  much 
amusement between us and we 

ended up being named Crashem 
and Basham.
   2001 saw the end of  my era 
with Muller at the age of 72 and 
after 54 years service.
Albert Mantle

GILL AND BRIAN’S 
COFFEE MORNING

We would like to thank the great 
Cleobury  Mortimer  community 
for  attending  and  donating  to 
our  CPV  coffee  morning  on 
November 11th.
   44  people  attended  and  we 
sold  14  cakes,  including 
Christmas  cakes  donated  by 
friends.  We  also  received  16 
items for the raffle.
   Chrissie  -  Jack  Edwards’s 
mum  -  is  donating  £250  and 
Mawley  Farm  gave  £100.  The 
total fund raised is a wonderful 
£625 that will pay for the casing 
and  fitting  of  the  public  use 
defibrillator on the High Street.
Brian and Gill Davies

NO FLICKS THIS 
MONTH

Missing  from  the  Social 
Calendar  this  month  is  ‘Flicks  
in the Sticks,’ but they’ll be back 
again on January 20th with 
‘A Dog’s Purpose’.

This was as near to the ‘On the 
Buses’ page as we could get.

http://www.cmcb.org.uk
http://www.cmcb.org.uk
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DOMESTIC GODDESS HOME 
SERVICES

I will tackle any job with care and pride!
I specialise in general household chores and 

de-cluttering of homes. 
I am very reliable.

CRB checked - References available
Contact Julia anytime on
07867646574/01299 832297

Another Page of Clarion Smalls

E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

 SPEEDY, QUALITY DENTURE REPAIRS 
Cracked/broken dentures repaired the same day. 

A 1 HOUR service is available for when time is of the essence, just 
call to make an appointment .  

 
19 Lower Street, Cleobury Mortimer,  DY14 8AL  

Email: nevilleweaver@googlemail.com             Phone: 07973856733 
     All work undertaken by a GDC registered technician 

Denture Repairs                                                    
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December in the Wyre Forest                                                Linda Iles

Browsing  through  my  copy  of  the  NFU’s 
‘Countryside’  magazine  (always  a  good  read)  I 
spotted  that  an  Avian  Influenza  Roadshow  –  a 
free  event  to  give  poultry  keepers  the  latest 
advice  to  avoid an outbreak of  the  disease  and 
what would happen if that occurred - was coming 
to Ledbury that very week. My diary told me I 
could  make  it  and I  duly  found myself  in  The 
Feathers Hotel, a lone backyard poultry keeper in 
a room full  of  others with tens of  thousands of 
birds.
   Through the presentations of the next few hours 
I  learnt  many  things,  including  that  out  of  13 
infections  last  winter,  six  were  in  backyard 
poultry flocks.
   The global picture: How the different strains of 
AI are spreading worldwide with the associated 
risk  of  mutations  producing  new  forms  highly 
pathogenic to humans as well as birds. I  hadn’t 
appreciated  that  my  response  as  a  very  small 
scale chicken farmer had a serious part to play in 
the  battle  to  prevent  or  delay  a  dangerous 
epidemic. 
   An outbreak or even an infection investigation 
would  severely  restrict  movements  of  not  only 
poultry and their products but vehicles too within 
a  3km  radius  (Imagine  having  to  apply  for  a 
licence  to  take  the  kids  to  school!).  I  wouldn’t 
want  to  be  the  cause  of  such  trouble  and 
economic difficulty if I could help it.
   So, how do I stop my birds catching AI?  We 
kept  ours  indoors  for  the  first  30  days  control 
order  a  year  ago  then  made  a  covered  run  for 
them so that they could be outside. Our difficulty 
was  in  stopping  wild  birds,  especially  those 
cheeky robins, from getting into the run and hen 

house  through  the  tiniest  holes.  Now  I  have 
picked up some good, practical ideas and have a 
‘to do’  list  which includes making a better  run, 
blocking  access  holes  in  the  hen  house  and 
dealing effectively with rats.  I  also picked up a 
bunch of AI posters to pass on to fellow keepers. 
All in all a day well spent.

   With the chickens tucked up safe and well I can 
spend  the  shortest  days  of  the  year  enjoying 
whatever sunshine we get and collecting natural 
materials  for  some  Christmas  decorations.  A 
handful  of  long  (5’  to  7’)  prunings  of  wisteria, 
willow or vine can easily be wound into a ring 
that  can have cones and seedheads attached by 
wire  or  glue  gun.  Some gold  spray,  glitter  and 
ribbon will add colour and sparkle and your front 
door will gain a seasonal creation all of your own!
   Linda Iles
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Afternoon cream tea delivered to your door by 

for you and your friends to enjoy together – just £5.99 per head 

For details contact Shirley Wheeler on 01746 718068 or Tessa Morrison on 07969482353 

Email: thecreamteacompany@gmail.com  

www.kimstanley.co.uk

30 HIGH STREET 
CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
DY14 8DQ

0 1 299 27 1 800

07905 766729Physio:Emmett Practitioner

Ultra Sound
Acupuncture

Physiotherapy

Waxing

...and more

Nail Care
Skin Care
Electrolysis

Sharp
Jill

Chartered Physiotherapist.
BSc(Hons),MCSP,SRP
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EOS Contracting 
EOS are pleased to announce that we are now able to offer our            

professional tree services for domestic and commercial customers  

Tree works undertaken include, but are not limited to: 
Reductions—Dismantling—Pruning—Planting—Stump Grinding– Tree Surveys 

Please feel free to contact us to discuss your requirements 

 TEL : 01531 650012 / 07772 751536                Email: office@eoscontracting.co.uk 

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE CLEOBURY MORTIMER RUGBY CLUB  

freshen up your living space...
•  all types of re-upholstery
•  traditional and modern
•  bespoke upholstery
•  cars, trucks and tractors
•  caravans and boats
•  pubs, clubs and hotels
•  professional carpet &    
   upholstery cleaning.

WE GLEAM
PROFESSIONAL RE-UPHOLSTERERS
& CARPET CLEANERS 
We don’t just clean it...we gleam it!

07961 712 683
see pics on Facebook 
website www.wegleam.co.uk    
email wegleam4u@gmail.com
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR YOUR 2018 HOLIDAY?
Come with us to France. Easy to reach, wonderful food and wines, so much history 

and stunning countryside to see and savour.
October 21st for Five Nights

‘Ypres and the Great War Battlefields’
P&O ferry to Zeebrugge, including buffet dinner and breakfast.

Three nights B&B in the heart of Ypres
Battlefields Tour, Flanders Field, Passchendaele and the Menin Gate

 £549 per head, single supplement £135
Telephone 01584 811424 or 07967 667 691

CLEOBURY PATIENTS’ 
VOICE

In  July  last  year,  we  reported  
the  Care  Quality  Commission  
review  of  Doddington  Lodge 
care  home,  found  to  be 
'Inadequate'  and  placed  in 
'Special  Measures'  after 
consecutive inspections revealed 
breaches of at least five aspects 
of  the  Health  and  Social  Care 
Act.  Short-term  improvements 
meant  a  subsequent  inspection 
gave the home a qualified rating 
of 'Good' and even generated a 
gushing  article  in  April's 
Clarion,  although  one  could 
now  be  forgiven  for  thinking 
that  this  was  another  April 
Fools'  joke.  This  September  the 
CQC made  three  unannounced 
returns  to  Doddington  Lodge 
and  deemed  it  'Inadequate' 
again,  with  seven  breaches  of 
the Health and Social Care Act.   
   The  report  makes  for  grim, 
sometimes  shocking,  reading 
and  has  been  featured  by  the 
BBC  and  the  Shropshire  Star. 
The care  home has now closed 
down,  despite  a  last-minute 
attempt by another  provider  to 
take it  over,  with its  remaining 
residents  moved  elsewhere  at 
very  short  notice,  and  several 
workers out of a job.

   Few,  if  any,  of  Doddington 
Lodge's bed places were funded 
by Shropshire Council, and it is 
our  understanding  that 
Cleobury Fields, the 60-bed care 
home  currently  under 
construction  in  Cleobury,  will 
only  offer  self-funded  places. 
Newcastle  University's  Institute 
of  Ageing  predicts  a  UK 
shortfall  of  71,000  care  home 
places  by  2025  and,  for  the 
foreseeable  future,  it  looks  as 
though  local  people  who  need 
residential care and are without 
independent means are going to 
have to go further afield to find 
it.
   CPV  meets  at  the  Medical 
Centre  every  third  Monday  of 
the month at 6:30pm. We always 
welcome new members so if you 
would  like  to  get  involved 
please  contact  us:  telephone 
01299  407224 ,  emai l 
cleoburypatientsvoice@hotmail.
co.uk  or  make  use  of  our 
comments  box  in  the  Medical 
Centre's reception area.

LOCAL CAROL 
SERVICES

December 17th looks like being 
a very busy and tuneful Sunday, 
with  a  wide  range  of  Carol 
Services  in  the  Cleobury 
Benefice.

  3.00  at  St  John  the  Baptist, 
Doddington.
  5.00  at  St  Mary  the  Virgin 
Parish  Church,  Cleobury 
Mortimer.
  6.30  at  All  Saints  Parish 
Church, Neen Sollars.
  6.30 St Mary’s Parish Church, 
Neen Savage.
  6.30   St  George’s  Parish 
Church, Milson.

GRANT FOR 
CITIZENS’ ADVICE

Wyre  Forest  Citizens’  Advice 
has been awarded a grant by the 
Henry  Smith  Charity,  meaning 
they can employ a full-time case 
worker  to  manage  appeals, 
especially  regarding  disability 
benefits. This is an area of much 
conflict,  with  appeals  against 
Independence  Payment  and 
E m p l o y m e n t  S u p p o r t 
Allowance  increased  by  25 
percent over the last two years.
   Kate  Bennett  of  Wyre Forest 
explained  that  the  current  case 
worked handles over 100 cases a 
month and that 65 percent of all 
appeals  for  disability  benefits 
are successful.
   Citizens’ Advice is sometimes 
overlooked as a source of help if 
you  need  it.  They  are  at  21-23 
New Road, Kidderminster DY10 
1AF or on 01562 60194.
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Would you smile if you could enjoy all life has to offer with complete peace of mind? 

Would a regular full or part-time income make a difference to your life? 

We are a £100m UK company with an impeccable track record over 20 years.  Currently expanding 
due to unprecedented growth in the health & wellness sector, we offer flexibility, a great lifestyle 
and a substantial income alongside your existing commitments. 

If you are honest and hardworking, and would like to earn £500+ part-time, or £3000+ full-time 
then we would like to hear from you. 

Full training and ongoing support provided. 

             To find out more call:         Emma Seager on 01299 841028 or 07575 727662 

                                                            www.facebook.com/emma.seager.96 
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Michael Coombes 
Roofing & Building Maintenance. 

 

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs. 
Slabbing & Brick work 

Wall & Floor Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 

 

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area. 

Call Michael on 07854 047413 

                               

TLC Care at Home are a family run business supporting the local 

community since 2014.  Rated as ‘Outstanding’ for ‘Is the service 

caring?’ by CQC in March 2017.  If you, or a family member, need 

support to remain living at home as your choice, then TLC Care at 
Home can help. 

TLC Care at Home continue to expand and if you would like to join this 

dynamic company as a Care Giver then please give us a call. 

Please call 01299 272897 or visit www.tlccareathome.com 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH HALL 
———————————— 

No Flicks in the Sticks This Month. 
But the same great value entertainment will be back  

on January 20th featuring the film “A Dog’s Purpose” 
———————————————————— 

Cleobury Mortimer Friendship Club 
We are looking for Good Samaritans with time to spare on  

a Tuesday, to transport members to and from the hall.  
No need for a weekly commitment, once a month would help. 

Club hours are Tuesday 2.00pm to 4.00pm 
———————————————————————

Your Parish Hall - the Town’s Best Value Venue. 
To book the Hall, call Jan on 01299 271070 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

DECEMBER 2017 ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMME. 

    SENIOR CITIZEN CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Friday 8th December 1pm-3.30pm 

Entertainment from the fantastic Trevor Wood 

Year 6 Primary School will be singing Christmas Carols.  

Buffet food.   

THIS EVENT IS SUPPORTED BY CLEOBURY MORTIMER CO-OP 

         FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY. 

Friday 15th December 4pm-7pm. 

£2.50 per child. 

Disco and a visit from a Special Guest. 

              NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY. 

Sunday 31st December  

Come and celebrate New Year’s Eve with us. 

Disco from 7.30pm 

Let’s dance our way into the new year. 

FREE ENTRY TO MEMBERS  

£5 FOR NON-MEMBERS 

SKY AND BT SPORTS 

JUKE BOX 

POOL TABLE 

FANTASTIC OUTDOOR 
SPACE 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

CLUB AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR 
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS. 

£45 FOR MEMBERS 

£50 NON-MEMBERS 

CALL US ON 01299 271448 

OR POP IN TO SEE US. 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & 
SOCIAL CLUB. 

 

We now have a new EPOS till 
which has enabled us to give 
something back to you.  
When you become a 
member, your card will 
become a loyalty card.  So, 
every £1 you spend with us 
you get 5 points.  1 point is 
worth 1p.  So, you get 5p 
every time you spend £1.  
You could save the points up 
and be able to get a free 
drink or snack.   

Membership Prices 

Single adult:                         £5 

Single senior:                        £3 

Joint senior:                          £5 

Family up to 2 adults 

 and children under 18:     £10   
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MQP HELP THE 
TOWN AGAIN

Town Clerk Matt Sheehan (left) 
with Hugh McGuigan and one of 

the five new dog boxes now 
installed on dog walking routes.

Midland Quarry Products,  who 
operate the quarry on Clee Hill, 
have made another donation to 
help the town. This time it was 
the  supply  and  installation  of 
five  dog  boxes  in  the  popular 
dog  walking  spots  around  the 
town.  We  already  had  two, 
courtesy  of  Severn  Edge  Vets, 
and  the  amount  they  collect 
shows  what  an  effective  idea 
these boxes are.
   They  are  easy  to  spot  with 
their  distinctive  doggy  profile 
on  the  front  of  the  box.  You’ll 
find  one  in  the  Parish 
Churchyard, two on the Playing 
Fields, one at the Skate Park and 
the fifth by the gate on the path 
to the caravan park.
   All  we  have  to  do  now  is 
persuade dog owners to use poo 
bags and put them in the right 
place. 

LOCAL JOINT 
COMMITTEE

The Cleobury Rural  Local  Joint 
Committee  met  at  Hopton  

Wafers in November, with Road 
Safety high on the agenda. There 
was  a  report  of  tractor  drivers 
on  the  High  Street  using  their 
mobile  phones.  There will  be a 
Police check.
   MQP quarry  manager  Hugh 
McGuigan explained an increase 
in lorry traffic as the quarry has 
gone through a recovery from a 
low  position.  If  there  are  any 
reports  of  his  contractors 
speeding, he needs a registration 
number or the name on the cab, 
plus  time  and  place.  He  can 
check  the  speed  of  any  lorry 
from the onboard cameras and if 
it  has  exceeded  the  limit  there 
will be a warning to the driver. 
Persistent  problems  will  mean 
suspension and loss of income.
   Parking  in  the  area  of  the 
Primary School is to be looked at 
and  possible  solutions  sought. 
The  new  crossing  west  of  the 
town centre will be sited outside 
the  phone  exchange,  subject  to 
the Town Council’s consent.
   If  the latest application for a 
grant  goes  through,  Cleobury 
Mortimer  will  have  24  CCTV 
cameras,  which  means  more 
cameras  than  hairdressers!  It’s 
all  part  of  preventing  crime, 
with  cameras  able  to 
automatically recognise a car or 
van’s registration number. Not a 
comfortable  feeling  for  anyone 
paying a late visit with crime in 
mind - the Police will know who 
they are.

CLARION COPPER
There  have  been  reports  of 
several  vehicles  being  broken 
into  and  items  taken.  At  this 
time  of  year  especially  please 
make  sure  all  presents  etc  are 
hidden and vehicles left secured, 
I  will  leave  posters  to  place  in 
car windows at the library.

   Please  be  aware  during  the 
winter that putting antifreeze in 
fountains to stop them freezing 
up is harmful to animals.
   Sue Eden, CPSO

AN ARTS CENTRE?

Zoe Partington and Squeeze Hems:  
artistic ambitions.

High  Street  regulars  will  have 
noticed  that  what  was  Hems’s 
butchers  shop  has  been 
decorated recently.  It’s  now the 
first stage in the Pig Nose Pippin 
arts  centre.  Not  a  name  you’ll 
forget easily.
   It’s  partners  Zoe  Partington 
and  Squeeze  Hems  offering  a 
shop  unit  with  basic  extra 
facilities  at  this  stage,  a  handy 
place  to  show  off  whatever 
you’re  offering  to  the  public, 
with  a  car  park  just  30  yards 
away. 
   The plan is to expand one of 
the oldest buildings on the street 
and run art  exhibitions,  tuition 
sessions  and  sales  outlets, 
refurbishing  as  the  demand 
grows.  It’s  a  surprisingly  big 
building, with lots of rooms and 
a side alley way for access to a 
range  of  rooms  and  the  back 
garden in the summer.
   Zoe is really well known in the 
art  world,  with  global 
connections,  and  they  have 
strong  enquiries  already.  More  
at zoe.partington@gmail.com
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Tel: 01299 271257,  Mob: 07411 142755,  Email: stuart.boomerang@yahoo.co.uk 

Friendly, reliable service 
Local & long distances 
Fully council licensed (up to 12 passengers) 

Airport transfers 
Courier service 
All occasions catered for 

 

JOHN VAIL 
Plumbing, heating and bathrooms 

Installation of boilers, cookers and gas fires 
In homes, park homes and caravans 

Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates 
GAS                       LPG                         OIL 

Gas Safe and OFTEC  registered 
07971 624804                          01584 890946 

johnvail123@btinternet.com 
 

 

Suppliers of Computers

Newbridge Computer Services Tel: 01299 270701
Want a new computer? Worried about what you need?

How to set it up?
Well help is at hand!

Buying a computer system from us couldn't be easier!

How to transfer your data?

We offer a complete service package with all our new computers to ensure you get exactly
the right system, at the right price and completely hassle free from start to finish.

Also:
Spares & Repairs
Internet Connection
Security: Anti-virus etc.

And:
Call out & onsite Repairs
Accessories
Wired & Wireless Networks

E-mail mike@ncs-tech.co.uk website: www.ncs-tech.co.uk
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Local Upholstery/Furniture Restoration 

Call for a free estimate to restore your furniture 
or view the Website www.charltoninteriors.com 
to see a range of quality antiques restored and 

awaiting your choice of top cover.   
 

Tel: 01746 718285   or 07837609229 
email    info@charltoninteriors.com  

fairway 
  

Accountants & Business Advisers 
  

Proactive professional team available 7 days a week.  Highly competitive fees. 
  
  

Contact: Simon Hector 07896 439594 or Simon Connolly 07973 360456 
  

Offices in Cleobury Mortimer & Stourport on Severn 
  

  
Main Tel: 01299 822283    Email: team@fairway-net.co.uk 

www.fairway-net.co.uk 
  
  

Vehicle sales & valeting 

Tel: 01299 271365             Mobile: 07710 913401 
 

 

 
DOES THE CAR NEED A SPRUCE  

FOR THE WINTER? 
 

GIVE ASHLEY A CALL FOR A QUOTE  
 

FULL OR PART VALETS TO YOUR BUDGET 
(BOOKING ESSENTIAL) 

Guitar Tuition
 Experienced tutor based in Stottesdon.

 Teaching for 20 years privately and in schools.

 One to one or shared lessons.

 Member of the Registry of Guitar Tutors

and Musicians Union.

 All ages, styles and abilities welcome.

 DBS checked, full liabilities insurance.

Contact: MARK.CHECKLEY@sky.com

01746 718636 - 07708 386433

Carolyn	
  &	
  Keith	
  Balmer	
  support	
  a	
  number	
  
of	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  involved	
  in	
  charitable	
  
activities.	
  So	
  we	
  are	
  always	
  looking	
  for	
  
soft	
  toys	
  and	
  teddies	
  for	
  the	
  “Teddy	
  
Trust”.	
  www.teddytrust.org.uk	
  .	
  

Also	
  if	
  possible	
  new,	
  or	
  very	
  good	
  quality,	
  
pens,	
  pencils,	
  note	
  books,	
  school	
  bits	
  and	
  
pieces,	
  anything	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  useful	
  for	
  

deprived	
  children.	
  

Phone	
  07976	
  307	
  889	
  

 
Over 30 years’ experience in energy/environmental 

management for small, medium and large organisations to 
reduce cost and increase profits. 

 

http://www.teddytrust.org.uk/
http://www.teddytrust.org.uk/
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World War One Heroes.                                   Paul French with more on the Royal Flying Corps

First,	
   a	
   brief	
   account	
   of	
   the	
   development	
   in	
   planes	
  
over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  war	
  .	
  
1914-­‐1915	
  
We	
   had	
   the	
   BE2	
   as	
   a	
   prominent	
   feature	
   of	
   the	
   RFC.	
  
This	
  was	
  not	
   a	
  military	
   design,	
   in	
   fact	
   not	
   ideal	
   at	
   all	
  
having	
  the	
  pilot	
  in	
  the	
  rear	
  cockpit	
  and	
  the	
  observer	
  in	
  
the	
   front.	
   This	
   configuration	
  on	
   a	
  biplane	
  meant	
   that	
  
very	
  little	
  could	
  be	
  observed	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  wings	
  being	
  in	
  
the	
   way.	
   Machine	
   guns	
   could	
   be	
   fitted	
   using	
   one	
   of	
  
four	
  sockets	
  at	
  different	
  positions	
  but	
  this	
  required	
  the	
  
observer	
   to	
   stand	
   up	
   lift	
   the	
   gun	
   and	
   replace	
   it	
   in	
   a	
  
new	
   position,	
   all	
   this	
   while	
   the	
   pilot	
   manoeuvred.	
  
Guns	
   were	
   unable	
   to	
   fire	
   through	
   the	
   propeller	
   arc	
  
until	
  later.	
  
	
   	
   	
   At	
   this	
   stage	
   aircraft	
   carried	
   out	
   mixed	
   duties	
   as	
  
observation	
  platforms,	
  low	
  level	
  bombing	
  missions	
  and	
  
air	
   combat.	
   This	
   plane	
  was	
   a	
   good	
   platform	
   and	
  was	
  
used	
   to	
   observe	
   and	
   to	
   carry	
   bombs,	
   but	
   only	
   if	
   the	
  
observer	
   did	
   not	
   go	
   as	
   the	
   plane	
   would	
   then	
   be	
  
overloaded.	
  
1915-­‐1916	
  
In	
   the	
   summer	
  of	
  1915	
  a	
  German	
   threat	
  appeared	
   in	
  
the	
   form	
   of	
   the	
   Fokker	
   Eindecker	
   which	
   was	
   a	
  
monoplane	
  with	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  fire	
  forward	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  
development	
   of	
   a	
   device	
   known	
   as	
   an	
   ‘interrupter’	
  
which	
   synchronised	
   with	
   the	
   propeller.	
   This	
   plane	
  
developed	
   a	
   mystique	
   with	
   the	
   Allies	
   and	
   was	
   the	
  
aircraft	
   that	
   the	
   early	
   German	
   air	
   aces	
   flew.	
   The	
  
bubble	
   was	
   burst	
   in	
   April	
   1916	
   when	
   a	
   complete	
  
aircraft	
   was	
   captured	
   (now	
   in	
   the	
   Science	
   Museum)	
  
and	
   then	
   flown	
   against	
   Allied	
   aircraft	
   and	
   found	
   to	
  
have	
  poor	
  manoeuvrability.	
  
1916-­‐1917	
  
At	
   the	
  end	
  of	
  1916	
   the	
  German	
  Albatross	
   fighter	
  was	
  
introduced	
  and	
  reigned	
  supreme	
  until	
  the	
  introduction	
  
of	
  the	
  first	
  new	
  British	
  fighter	
  designs	
  in	
  mid	
  1917.	
  
	
   	
   	
  The	
  single	
  seat	
  Sopwith	
  Camel	
  was	
  a	
   fighter	
  which	
  
could	
   carry	
   small	
   bombs	
   and	
   was	
   used	
   for	
   attacking	
  
trenches.	
  It	
  had	
  to	
  fly	
  directly	
  towards	
  its	
  target	
  to	
  use	
  
the	
   twin	
   Lewis	
   guns	
   and	
  was	
   therefore	
   vulnerable	
   to	
  
fire	
   from	
   the	
   ground.	
   It	
   was	
   however	
   a	
   very	
   nimble	
  
and	
  manoeuvrable	
  aircraft.	
  
	
   	
   	
   The	
   SE	
   5A,	
   also	
   a	
   single	
   seater,	
   was	
   the	
   most	
  
successful	
   fighter	
   of	
   the	
   conflict	
   and	
   armed	
  with	
  one	
  
fixed	
  gun	
  and	
  a	
  tilting	
  gun	
  above	
  the	
  wing	
  
	
   	
   	
  The	
  Bristol,	
  armed	
  like	
  the	
  SE	
  5A	
  but	
  with	
  an	
  extra	
  
Lewis	
   gun.	
   Sometimes	
   a	
   double	
   gun	
   flew	
   with	
   the	
  
Camel	
  on	
  bombing	
  and	
  ground	
  attack	
  missions.	
  As	
  the	
  
best	
  all	
   round	
   fighter	
   it	
  was	
  one	
  of	
   those	
  adopted	
  by	
  
the	
  post	
  war	
  RAF.	
  

1918	
  
The	
   final	
   development	
   came	
   in	
   this	
   year	
   with	
   the	
  
appearance	
   of	
   the	
   large	
   Handley	
   Page	
   bombers	
   that	
  
flew	
  on	
  missions	
  to	
  bomb	
  German	
  cities	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  
of	
  the	
  conflict.	
  
Pilots’	
  Watches	
  
	
   	
   	
  We	
  have	
   seen	
   several	
   instances	
   in	
  previous	
  pieces	
  
how	
  developments	
   in	
   technology	
  allowed	
  one	
  side	
  to	
  
catch	
  up	
  and	
  overtake	
  the	
  other.	
  
	
   	
   	
   The	
  Great	
  War	
  was	
   also	
   an	
   enormous	
   catalyst	
   for	
  
changes	
   in	
   society.	
   One	
   example	
   might	
   be	
   the	
  
emancipation	
  of	
  women	
  who	
   took	
  on	
   jobs	
  previously	
  
only	
   done	
   by	
   men.	
   At	
   the	
   end	
   of	
   the	
   war	
   therefore	
  
society	
  needed	
  to	
  embrace	
  this	
  change.	
  
	
   	
   	
  In	
  1914	
  wrist	
  watches	
  were	
  rarely	
  worn	
  by	
  men,	
  the	
  
pocket	
  watch	
  was	
  still	
  order	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  irrespective	
  of	
  
class.	
  
	
   	
   	
   It	
  was	
  not	
  uncommon	
  to	
  see	
  women	
  wearing	
  small	
  
pocket	
  watches	
  on	
  a	
   ribbon	
  on	
   their	
  wrist	
   in	
   the	
   late	
  
1880s…	
   more	
   feminine	
   and	
   less	
   cumbersome	
   than	
  
carrying	
   the	
   pocket	
   watch.	
   The	
   British	
   Military	
   had	
  
from	
  the	
  same	
  period	
  worn	
  pocket	
  watches	
  on	
  leather	
  
bands	
  for	
  ease	
  of	
  use.	
  
	
  	
  	
  In	
  the	
  1914	
  1918	
  war	
  the	
  front	
  line	
  was	
  well	
  forward	
  
of	
   headquarters,	
   there	
   was	
   no	
   chance	
   of	
   taking	
  
instruction	
   by	
   flags	
   or	
   other	
   visual	
   methods.	
   If	
  
movements	
  were	
   to	
   take	
   place	
   at	
   a	
   certain	
   time	
   the	
  
only	
  way	
  to	
  coordinate	
  action	
  was	
  by	
  the	
  watch.	
  Pilots	
  
similarly	
   needed	
   to	
   know	
   exactly	
   at	
   what	
   time	
   they	
  
should	
  be	
  at	
  a	
  certain	
  position.	
  
	
   	
   	
  A	
  pocket	
  watch	
  was	
  entirely	
  unsuitable.	
  You	
  had	
  to	
  
find	
  it	
  and	
  check	
  it	
  wearing	
  cumbersome	
  clothing	
  and	
  
very	
   thick	
   leather	
   gloves	
   or	
   gauntlets.	
   The	
   obvious	
  
thing	
  was	
  to	
  adapt	
  a	
  pocket	
  watch	
  and	
  wear	
  it	
  outside	
  
the	
   jacket	
   and	
   glove.	
   The	
   large	
   numerals	
   and	
   large	
  
winder	
   (crown)	
   meant	
   it	
   was	
   easy	
   to	
   see,	
   wind	
   and	
  
alter.	
  Early	
  flyers	
  watches	
  mirrored	
  these	
  features	
  but	
  
were	
  specifically	
  designed	
  to	
  be	
  worn	
  on	
  the	
  wrist.	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   The	
   adoption	
   of	
   the	
   wrist	
   watch	
   first	
   by	
   officers,	
  
both	
   ground	
   and	
   air,	
   rapidly	
   spread	
   to	
   other	
   ranks.	
  
Those	
  on	
  leave	
  wore	
  their	
  watches	
  on	
  the	
  wrist	
  which	
  
caused	
  those	
  not	
  serving	
  to	
  reconsider	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  the	
  
suitability	
  of	
  wrist	
  watches	
  for	
  men.	
  By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
1920s	
  the	
  wristwatch	
  had	
  overtaken	
  the	
  pocket	
  watch	
  
in	
  popularity	
  and	
  became	
  a	
  ‘must	
  have’	
  	
  item.	
  
	
  	
  	
  So	
  the	
  specific	
  needs	
  generated	
  by	
  the	
  development	
  
of	
  air	
  warfare	
  turned	
  the	
  very	
  humble	
  time	
  piece	
  into	
  
an	
  important	
  tool	
  for	
  flyers.	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  look	
  further	
  into	
  the	
  RFC,	
  search	
  
for	
  The	
  Royal	
  Flying	
  Corps	
  1914	
  -­‐1918	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  
useable	
  site.	
  
	
  	
  Paul	
  French	
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Fully ABTA/ATOL Bonded
First Class service from booking to return

24 hour emergency phone number
Experienced, well trained staff

Summer/Winter Sun Holidays
Cruises

Ski Holidays
Weddings and Honeymoons 

City Breaks
Tailor-made Holidays

Flight Only
Theatre Trips

Heritage Day Trips

Come in, WE’REOPEN

01299 400130
www.tranquillity-travel.co.uk

within the Mercure Hotel, Bewdley (free parking)
Find us on Facebook @TranquillityTravel

Independent Travel Consultants
est 2003

Tranquillity Travel
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Style House Salon 
Your modern salon suitable for all ages 

 
 
 

38 High Street, 
Cleobury Mortimer 

DY14 8DQ 

01299 
271919 

In Business                                                                              Emily Yates at Style House Salon

Emily’s is the smiling welcome 
when you visit Style House Salon 

——————————————
38 High Street had stood empty 
for  a  long  time  when  Lewis 
Yates  bought  the  place  and set 
about  converting  a  run  down 
office  into  a  sparkling  beauty 
salon.  It  was  a  very  different 
place when his sister Emily took 
over  just  over  a  year  ago  and 
she’s  been  building  trade  ever 
since.
   She started in the business as 
an  apprentice  at  Abacus  in 
Bewdley,  qualified  as  a  stylist 
and  worked  for  twelve  years 
until  she began to consider her 
life and where she and son Theo 
were heading.
   “I was working full days, 9.00 
to 6.00, for the minimum wage,” 

she remembers. “Then I realised 
that  I  wanted  to  do  my  own 
thing  and  opened  the  business 
here.”
   “It’s the best thing I ever did. 
They  are  such  lovely  local 
people here, so friendly.”
   There’s  a  two-way  benefit 
here,  because  she  brings 
c u s t o m e r s  i n  f r o m 
Kidderminster,  Bewdley, 
Highley  and  Far  Forest.  The 
ladies  to  have Emily  look after 
their  hair,  while  their  other 
halves  visit  the  cafe  across  the 
road  or  maybe  discover 
something else to drink. So good 
for business in our town.
   The reputation she built in her 
twelve  years  working  in 
Bewdley certainly helped when 
she  opened.  How  many 
customers followed her here? “It 
must  have  been  a  hundred  or 
more.”
   Emily’s own skills are a strong 
attraction.  She’s  a  qualified 
colourist  and  extension 
specialist,  plus  an  official 
a m b a s s a d o r  f o r  t h e 
Schwarzkopf range of products. 
And  her  pleasant,  welcoming 
manner makes you feel relaxed.
   The  salon  welcomes  you,  a 
complete  transformation  from 
the  office  it  used  to  be,  with 
three  styling  stations  and 
another to be added in the New 

Year  as  the  customer  base 
grows.
   Emily recruited stylist  Brook 
recently,  but  she  found  travel 
from Kidderminster demanding 
and they parted on good terms. 
That  leaves  Emily  and 
apprentice  Lucy  coping,  with 
Lucy  doing  one  modelling 
evening  a  week  and  working 
alongside  Emily  for  the  other 
four days.
   Opening hours are 9.30 to 6.00 
on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  with  late  night  on 
Wednesday  when  it’s  11.00  to 
8.00,  and they  round the  week 
off  on Saturday with  a  slightly 
shorter day: 9.00 to 3.30. 
   Add  on  preparation  time, 
tidying up at the end of the day, 
plus  keeping  the  books  and 
ordering stocks and she’s a busy 
lady.  Then  remember  that  four 
years  old  Theo  is  in  nursery 
every day and there’s not a lot of 
spare time for this energetic new 
addition  to  the  business 
community.
   So with her move to open her 
own  business  working  well, 
what’s next? “I’d like to expand, 
have  more  stylists  and  clients, 
then  hopefully  another  salon 
one day.” 
   One last thing we should tell. 
It’s  not just  a ladies’  salon,  she 
does men’s hair as well.
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x UPVC Fascias & Guttering 
x UPVC Windows, Doors &  
 Conservatories 
x General Home Improvements 

Free No-Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience 

x Re-roofing & general building 
work 

x Replacement Glass 
x Patio Jet Washing 

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

KATE’S MESSAGE 
OF HOPE

Kate Jones is quite a bundle of 
energy,  running  four  choir 
groups  in  the  area  and 
practicing the gentle Reiki form 
of  alternative  medicine.  You’d 
never  guess  she  had  been  a 
serious  diabetes  sufferer  unless 
you heard her tell the story. 
   She did that in the Market Hall 
in November, recounting how in 
2013  she  lacked  energy  and  a 
series  of  blood tests  eventually 
revealed diabetes.  She  resolved 
to  sort  out  the  problem herself 
and not resort to drugs for three 
months. “Fat around the middle 
is  the  cause,”  she  explained, 
with irregular eating adding to 
the  problem.  Informed 
recommendation  was  to  go  no 
more  than three  hours  without 
food,  with  proteins  the  best  to 
snack  on,  like  nuts,  houmous 
and apples.
   She  exercised  with  walking 
and has progressed to going to 
the gym today. Reiki helped her 
relax  and  stop  worrying.  A 
further  test  of  the  amount  of 
sugar  clinging  to  blood  cells 
revealed a level of 66 percent; 48 
is  the maximum acceptable.  By 
2015  self-treatment  and 
discipline had got that down to 
45 and today her level is 39. Her 

blood  pressure  has  plummeted 
too.  She  recommends  gradual 
change, checking one element at 
a time to ascertain progress. 
   She follows her own CRANES 
discipline. C for Choice of food, 
R for  rest,  A for  activity,  N for 
nutrition,  E  for  engagement 
with life and S for support from 
friends and family.
   A  fascinating  tale,  told 
modestly  to  an  appreciative 
audience  who  applauded  her 
and wanted to know more. This 
was really an experiment to test 
public  reaction,  and  there  was 
clearly a positive one. Watch this 
space  to  know  when  she’s 
speaking again.

CATHERTON 
COMMON UPDATE

The  weather  is  very  up  and 
down in terms of temperature at 
the moment but  we are slowly 
moving  into  winter  and 
creatures  are  beginning  their 
preparations.  Slow  worms  are 
prolific  on  the  common  and 
along  with  other  amphibians 
and  reptiles,  e.g.  lizards  and 
snakes,  are looking for bracken 
litter to hibernate in over winter. 
Bracken has its uses and we do 
not want to eliminate it from the 
Common, just keep it in balance 
with other habitat
  Shropshire  Wildlife  Trust 
volunteers  will  be  spending  at 
least one day a month on gorse 
removal  where  it  becomes  tall 
and dense and takes over,  also 
around  small  pools  and  damp 
areas  where  it  can  shade  the 
water  and  surrounding  plants, 
also on bell pit mounds where it 
can damage the acid grassland, 
a habitat becoming more rare.
   Now is a time of year when 
people are cutting back hedges 
and  trimming  other  plants  in 
their gardens so that things are 

tidy for the winter. It may seem 
the common is an ideal place to 
dispose of this green waste but 
PLEASE  DON’T  leave  any  of 
your  garden  waste  hedge 
cuttings or grass cuttings on the 
common.  They  are  a  source  of 
very concentrated nutrients and 
the  common  is  special  for 
wildlife because of its very low 
level of nutrients. Not only does 
this  waste  look  untidy  and 
encourage others  to  leave their 
waste,  it  will  harm  the  local 
wildlife and environment.
Clive Dean  
SWT Reserves Officer South

SURPRISE WINNERS 
AT BAYTON QUIZ

The friendly Bayton community 
had their tolerance tested at the 
November  Grand  Quiz  in  the 
Parish Hall. On a crowded and 
busy evening, helped no end by 
the  bar  being  open,  the 
Infamous  Six  of  Cleobury 
Mortimer  invaders  plus  two 
renegade Bayton residents took 
first place with 75 points and to 
add  to  the  embarrassment,  the 
Cleobury  Clots  -you  can  tell 
they were the second team from 
that title - came away in second 
place with a score of 71. Tied in 
third were The Buffers and what 
someone’s scrawl suggests were 
a team called Scratch Card with 
66.  Corrections to that guess at 
the team name on a postcard to 
General  Mugabe,  General  Post 
Office,  General  Muddle, 
Zimbabwe if you please.
   We  hear  rumours  that 
something in the region of £150 
was  raised  for  the  hall.  It  was 
deserved,  the  atmosphere 
convivial  and  the  question 
master and his questions not too 
noisy and very courteous. If you 
can get a table at the next one, 
it’s well worth a visit.
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL 

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email - admin@lacon-childe.org.uk 

the future begins here 
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds 

!

!

31#High#St.##DY14#8DQ### # ####################www.notjustaboutbackpain.com#

!

Sue#Brown#MA#MSc#DC#MMCA############07932#00#00#28#  
!

A#refreshingly#gentle#method#of#chiropractic#suitable#for#all#ages.#
!

*#BACK#PAIN#*#SCIATICA#*#POSTURAL#PROBLEMS##
*#SCIATICA#*#SPORTS#INJURIES#*#JOINT#PAIN#

#

PLUS#*#CORPORATE#COMPUTER#(DSE)#WORKSTATION#ASSESSMENTS#
#######*#BACK#CLASS#–#Weekly!exercise!class!for!those!with!back/neck!pain!

01299 841230 • www.kinlet-hall.co.uk

Kinlet Hall
DY12 3AY

Venue Hire

Grade 1 Listed

Exceptional setting in
100-acres of Grounds

Licensed Wedding Venue

Corporate Events

On the B4363, 5 minutes
from Cleobury Mortimer

Training Courses Upcoming: 
Emergency First Aid at Work—25th January—£ 70.00 + vat 

Level 2 award in COSHH - 1st February—£ 65.00 + vat 
Fire Marshall—12th February—£ 65.00 + vat 

 

Facebook, Facebook Ads & Instagram—15th February 
—£ 65.00 + vat 

CIEH foundation certificate in food safety—27th February 
—£ 70.00 + vat 

For more information on courses  
please contact the centre 

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com 
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Contact Nigel Porter 
locally on 01584 892098 

or 07974 085141

Office: 0800 316 1811 / info@alexanderhousefs.co.uk 
www.alexanderhousefs.co.uk

Alexander House is a national, 

award-winning, Chartered 

firm of Independent Financial 
Advisers and Wealth Managers 

who can provide advice to 
individuals and businesses.

Financial Advice  
on Your Doorstep

Investment  
Planning

Reducing 
ongoing 

charges / costs

Reducing Tax

Retirement 
Options

Auto-enrolment 
- understanding 
your obligations

Divorce

Protecting you, your 
family and your estate

Alexander House Financial Services Ltd is an  
appointed representative of CAERUS Financial Limited
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I provide a comprehensive financial planning 
service offering specialist face-­to-­face advice 
tailored to you. My services include:

Intergenerational 
Planning

Business PlanningInvestment Planning

Retirement Planning

Quality financial advice for family, for business, for life

I offer a no obligation initial discussion simply 
to establish whether I can help you. 
Please contact me on 07576 484494.

i

de Courcy May Wealth Management represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more 
details of which are set out on the Group’s Website www.sjp.co.uk/products.
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Your  local  driving  Instructor  0789  67  41041

Pass  your  driving  test
You never forget the day you

Introductory  lesson  free!
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Grainger Jones your local financial adviser

Grainger Jones is a Restricted Financial Adviser within True Potential Wealth Management LLP which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN Number 529810. Registered Head Office: Newburn House, Gateway West, Newburn Riverside, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, NE15 8NX. True Potential Wealth Management is a Limited Liability Partnership. OC356611.  Capital at Risk. Investments can 
fluctuate in value and investors may not get back the amount they invest. Tax rules can change at any time.

An initial consultation is available at no charge.  

To book an appointment or to just have a chat, please contact Grainger below. 

Where to find us
True Potential Wealth Management 

Bramley House • Redthorne Hill • Cleobury Mortimer • Worcs • DY14 8QH

t    01299 271150   

e    graingerjones@tpllp.com 

w   http://graingerjones.tpllp.com

• Investments & Savings
• Family and Business protection

• Wealth Management         

• Retirement Planning

giving the residents of Cleobury Mortimer
and the surrounding areas 
a dependable financial planning service

True Potential Wealth Management

Specialists in Traditional 
Oak Framed Construction 

   |  01562 68100   enquiry@wyreforestwoodcraft.co.uk
www.wyreforestwoodcraft.co.uk

Contact us on

Est 1996

Garages
Garden Rooms
Porches
Stables
Log Stores
Oak Roof Trusses

FOR FULLY FACTORY FINISHED JOINERY 
VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND SHOWROOM
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Spar Grocery, M & M Baldwin, The Londis Store, Cleobury Cafe, The 
Severn Hospice Shop, MidCounties Co-op, Carrot Tops, The Library and Simply Fresh. Or, Out in Cleobury 
Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood; Post Office Clee Hill; Village Store, Cleobury North; Clows 
Top Stores; The Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Bennetts End Inn, Knowbury; 
Ludlow Library; Mawley Oak Garage; The Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; 
The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, 
Ditton Priors.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY ISSUE IS DECEMBER 15th
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Wendy Duley 01299 270562

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 5  Monday to Friday  and 10 to 12 Saturday

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Iain Smith 01299 271809

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Dorothy McBride 07761 976610 dorothymcbride@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 08444 068888 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Spar Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 for bookings

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444
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mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
mailto:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
http://www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk


Cleobury Clarion  -  Page !   -  December 201764

PROPERTY AGENTS | VALUERS | SURVEYORS | AUCTIONEERS

CLEOBURY MORTIMER | KIDDERMINSTER | LUDLOW | BRIDGNORTH | IRONBRIDGE| NEWPORT | TELFORD | LEOMINSTER

Kidderminster

71 Coventry Street

Kidderminster

DY10 2BS

 

01299 271477Integrity and Service since 1831

Coral
www.nockdeighton.co.uk

Cleobury Mortimer

36 High Street

Cleobury Mortimer

DY14 8DQ

 

Erica Hinwood 

MARLA  MNAEA

Office Manager

Coral Walrond 
MARLA  MNAEA

Lettings Negotiator

Residential	
  Sales Lettings

 

High Street 
Cleobury Mortimer             £280,000 Talbot Square 

Cleobury Mortimer         £395 pcm

A	
  contemporary	
  four	
  bedroom	
  home,	
  finished	
  to	
  a	
  high	
  
standard,	
  boasting	
  elegant	
  features	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  originally	
  
born	
  with.

A	
  recently	
  refurbished	
  one	
  bedroom	
  apartment,	
  boasting	
  

spacious	
  accommodation.	
  	
   	
   EPC	
  D

The	
  abolishment	
  of	
  stamp	
  duty	
  will	
  be	
  
introduced	
  “immediately”	
  for	
  all	
  first-­‐time	
  
buyers	
  purchasing	
  a	
  home	
  under	
  £300,000.	
  	
  We	
  
think	
  this	
  is	
  fantastic	
  news	
  and	
  will	
  help	
  more	
  
people	
  take	
  their	
  first	
  step	
  on	
  the	
  property	
  
ladder.	
  	
  But	
  it’s	
  also	
  good	
  for	
  the	
  housing	
  market	
  
as	
  a	
  whole,	
  because	
  first-­‐time	
  buyers	
  are	
  
incredibly	
  important	
  to	
  maintaining	
  a	
  healthy	
  

turnover	
  of	
  properties.	
  	
  If	
  first	
  time 
buyers	
  are	
  priced	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  	
  
market	
  it	
  means	
  those	
  people	
  	
  
looking	
  to	
  move	
  into	
  bigger	
  	
  
properties	
  have	
  no	
  buyers	
  for	
  	
  
their	
  current	
  house,	
  with	
  the	
  	
  
inevitable	
  knock-­‐on	
  effects	
  	
  
further	
  up	
  the	
  chain.	
  

Are	
  you	
  among	
  the	
  millions	
  of	
  parents	
  who	
  
helped	
  their	
  children	
  afford	
  their	
  first	
  home	
  by	
  
paying	
  the	
  deposit	
  to	
  secure	
  their	
  mortgage?	
  
But	
  did	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  more	
  and	
  more	
  parents	
  
are	
  also	
  helping	
  out	
  with	
  their	
  children’s	
  rental	
  
payments	
  too?	
  A	
  report	
  recently	
  published	
  by	
  
Legal	
  and	
  General	
  found	
  that	
  “the	
  Bank	
  of	
  Mum	
  
and	
  Dad”	
  will	
  have	
  paid	
  £2.3	
  BILLION	
  worth	
  of	
  
rent	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  year	
  –	
  on	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  £6.5	
  
billion	
  they	
  are	
  already	
  paying	
  in	
  
	
  deposits	
  and	
  mortgage	
  	
  
repayments.	
  Interestingly,	
  if	
  you	
  
	
  add	
  up	
  the	
  figures	
  it	
  would	
  	
  

make	
  the	
  Bank	
  of	
  Mum	
  and	
  Dad	
  
	
  the	
  ninth	
  largest	
  lender	
  in	
  	
  
the	
  UK	
  –	
  alongside	
  the	
  likes	
  	
  
of	
  the	
  Yorkshire	
  Building	
  
	
  Society.


