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THE RECTOR WRITES

It has long been a tradition that
at Christmas time the guardian

of a community’s moral ]

standards offers a greeting and
perhaps a little guidance for the
future. So it was a pleasure to
have our Rector Ashley Buck
pen a message to us all.

We do not have the traditional
parish magazine today and it is
agreed that I make space for the
church to remain in touch
through these pages. You will
find Ashley’s letter on Page 59, a
touch of tradition that adds to
this festive season.

And as editor, may I thank all
my contributors, readers and
advertisers for the support they
give. With the passing of years
the work does not become easier,
but the simple pleasure of
knowing so many good people
and being allowed into their
lives is a privilege I value very
highly. A very happy Christmas
and a peaceful and healthy New
Year to you all. God bless you is
an old fashioned wish, but one
sincerely meant. JR

Christmas Trees For Sale!

4°0” to 10°0” Tall - Cut to your

choice of size

Telephone 01584 890 768

REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY

Once again the town turned out and
witnessed veteran Jon Redfern next
to grandson 2nd lieutenant Alfie
Todd heading the parade.

Paul Serrell-Cooke writes:

Unperturbed by a bit of rain,
the people of Cleobury came
out in force and ensured a
fitting and respectful occasion
to remember and reflect on
those who lost their lives in
service to our country. Once
again, the Remembrance

Parade and Service
afterwards proved to be a
wonderful example of the
community working together.

We were honoured that Mrs
Clarissa Daly, a Deputy
Lieutenant of Shropshire, was
able to attend the occasion,
taking part in the parade and
reading the lesson during the
church service.

Thanks are due to all who
took part, from the members
of the Royal British Legion to
the youngest members of the
Tiny Tots Group who took
part in the parade.

NEIGHBOURHOOD

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

This is about people, not politics.
Our Neighbourhood Plan will
affect everyone who lives in this
fine town and it deserves the
support of us all. On December
7th the Parish Hall will be open
to anyone who holds the voting
card that has been distributed to
all households.

Soft furnishing and
Interior Design Services

M ASGUEIAAE

Fabrics Limited
01299 271 680

36 High Street Cleobury Mortimer near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.
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INDEPENDENT
DIRECTORS

Victoria Allen
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Business offering a
Personal and Professional Service

Over 25 years’ Experience
Competitively Priced
Private Chapel of Rest
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
Covering All Areas

Home Visits Available

01584 879035

24 Hour Service

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND

www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
Email: vafs@btinternet.com

* Trustpilot
EIENESENES ey
\J
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Simo.n Evans, Cleobu postan The Mawley Milk Dress. Who says yo can"; ;;yfz 11; A
and noted author. Something really different. Cleobury?
See Page 13. On Page 15. Ask Ann - She’s on Page 49.
And On Other Pages....
5 - Nearly Dead Poets Society 29 - Stepping Out!
7- A Slight Error 32/33 - Doddington Lodge
9 - An Amazing Place 34 - Clarion Information
11 - Haggis Is Back! 42- Mrs Grumpy
19 - Cleobury Car Scheme 38 - Simon in the Garden
21 - Cleobury Manor House 45 - Recommended Reads
23 - Winter in the Forest 55 - Community Contacts
25 - Cleobury Benefice 58 - The Social Calendar
26 - Beat The Scammers 59 - The Rector’s Letter
27 - Philip Dunne MP 61 - The Community Hub
28 - Quality Drama 63 - The Town Council Report

DRY CLEANING & LAUNDRY SERVICE
[|e0bur 20 HIGH STREET, CLEOBURY MORTIMER
01299 270571

HOUSEHOLD & COMMERCIAL WORK WELCOME

waSh house FULLY ATTENDED, OPEN 7 DAYS

Self Service ~ Full Service Wash/ Dry/ Fold/ Ironing ~ Large Machine for Big ltems
Service Washing for Duvets/ Blankets/ Sleeping Bags ~ Team Sports Kit Laundry Service
Equestrian Rug Cleaning ~ Laundry Service for Pet ltems
Professional Shirt Service ~ Nikwax Wash & Proof for Outdoor Clothing

1oee the place to alp your dipty loandpy!
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work
Wall & Floor Tiling
Painting & Decorating

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

PestArrest Pest Control

For all your local pest control requirements,
all domestic and commercial pests covered

Y L
2N ] g
{//,\ \G'% RSPH level 2 qualified ;
T " fully insured f '
Telephone Jon Staples on: o SN
o 07894 739464

Email: pestarrest.pestcontrol@outlook.com

Supplying kiln dried logs in 3 convenient load sizes: a bag, a pickup load or a
transit/trailer load. We also stock nets of kindling.

B Price Forestry

We are Ready to Burn accredited and offer free delivery within 10 miles.
Logs are between 8-10 inches in length and are kiln dried to 20% or less moisture content.

** Summer promotion — discount on prices for orders placed between 15 June 2023 and
315t August 2023 **

For prices, availability or to place an order, please contact us on

01584 891307 or 07518 810269
B Price Forestry, The Workshop, Bitterley, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 3HW

’_’ -‘\
b - Tele:- Email:- -
( 01299-272757 FLands on 7) ”‘”tlnﬂ clickclick2@hotmail.co.uk
All digital media printed to 6"x4” 5"x7” 8x6” 10"x8” PHOTO Mobile 07708 587787

CANVAS WRAPS FROM 12°X16" - 307X 20" & (@ STANDARD 8 - SUPER 8 FILMS TRANSFERRED TO D.V.D.
ENLARGEMENTS FROM 12X10” TO 24X36” & VIDEO FILES 3 USB or SD cards >
) ) _ FROM PHOTO'S , DIGITAL MEDIA & 35mm SLIDES TRANSFERRED DAMAGED PHOTOGRAPHS RESTORED ETC.
by k7 : FROM BIRTHDAY AND CELEBRATION BANNERS
’ u ﬁ PASSPORT PHOTO'S onLy £5-00 MOBILES
WHILE YOU WAIT Ll
EE K |

}- Video Filming
MOST VIDEO FORMATS TRANSFERRED TO D.V.D. \ VINYL BANNERS . BUSINESS CARDS -

= USB or SD cards 5 ~ Service SHORT RUN FLYERS
) D & INVITATIONS -ORDERS OF SERVICE

INCLUDING VHS - VHSC - SONY 8 -DIGITAL 8 - HI8 - MINI DV & BETAMAX 43,High St. B-W OR COLOUR PHOTOCOPIES
REEL TO REEL & CASSETTE (o YAN) Cleobury Mortimer. SELECTION OF PHOTO FRAMES
- AUDIO TAPES & OLD LPs TO CD - DY14 8DQ Traditional Studio Portraits and Pet Photo’s )
- 9 >
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CLOWS TOP CRAFT

CLUB
The Club has moved from
Clows Top to Mamble Village
Hall, DY14 9JL.

We meet on Monday
mornings from 10am - 12noon.
All kinds of crafts are welcome.
For just £2.00 a session you
could enjoy the company of
other crafty people. Tea/ coffee
and biscuits included.

For more details phone Judith
on 07990 932167.

Judith also advises that local
photographer Peter Siviter will
be talking to the Gardening
Club at Victory Hall on January
24th at 7.30. Charge of £2.00 a
head to cover refreshments.

NEW NOTES

SINGERS

The Singers gave their first
concert in October and filled
Clee Hill village hall. As well
as the choir, there were other
singers and instrumentalists
with Jackie Handy, the lady
who walked the Comino de
Santiago earlier this year,
acting as compere and the
audience got good value with
interval refreshments included
in the price of £8.00. If they can
fill the hall on a wet October
evening they look destined for
success.

NEARLY DEAD

POETS SOCIETY

This small, friendly group
don’t get much cover on these
pages, because they meet late
in the month and miss the print
deadline. So a brief report of
their October meeting in this
issue.

We laugh a lot, like Tony
Smith listening to Tina Hobin
reading a work by her son and

Tony commenting “A nice little
piece, rather like you!”

So here’s the nice little piece,
the work of Richard Hobin:

AMERICA

They’ve built another. fast foot
restaurant
Where the local grocers used to
be
And next door is a video store
Renting pockets of exposure
To anyone who will listen or
see.

And standing outside, talking
in code

Are the spitting young under
achievers

Sporting the dress of an
unknown rapper

Raising their feet to the people
they meet

Insulting the life with illiteracy
and mirth

Brought into conflict from the
day of their birth.

And we all raise our arms

And we all raise our voice

Cry out for sanctions
restricting our choice

And we order our food
through an intercom
Received our thanks in
muttered grins

Take a last glance before a
shopping mall springs

Thank you America for
providing our views

Television rumours and the
violence we choose

And the grace of our ministers’
polished regime

The publicised rape of an
ordinary dream

And the scientists’ survivors’
university speak

The dollars for favours and
changing of chique
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The minorities protesting their
life in a rhyme

Thank you America, for
wasting our time.

Richard Hobin

CLEOBURY CONCERT
BRASS

Everyone loves the sound of a
brass band at Christmas.There
will be plenty of opportunity to
hear us carol playing (and
perhaps pop a bit in our
donation tin please!)

After we have brought some
early Christmas cheer to the
Cleobury lights switch on, you
can also expect to hear us
playing some carols at
Morrisons in Kidderminster,
the lovely Doddington carol
service on Sunday 17th at
3.00pm and the Hobsons
Christmas event on the evening
of December 20th.

We also have a joint concert
with Bridgnorth MVC on
December 9th; see our
Facebook page for ticket
details.

But the main event of the
season is our Christmas
Concert, on Sunday December
17th in the Parish Hall. Tickets
are £10 and available from The
Wash House, Ticket Source or
Amanda on 01584 891199 — we
look forward to seeing you
there.

Wishing you all a very Merry
Christmas from all at Cleobury
Mortimer Concert Brass.

Katie Griffiths

VALERIE CARTER

Wishing all family, friends and
neighbours a Happy
Christmas.

I will not be sending
Christmas cards but will make
a donation to the Royal British
Legion. Valerie
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Professional. Affordable. Local.

electrical services Itd

electrical & renewable energy installations

3 Wakeman 2g

Electrical Installations

No matter the size, we can gladly undertake all Domestic, Commercial and
Industrial installations you require.

A family run business, with over 25 years industry experience.

From period properties to agricultural solutions, we provide a professional
service every time. We also do call outs and emergency work.

Renewable Energy
Protect yourself from rising energy bills by considering renewable energy.

Solar PV is the most accessible way you can save energy by producing
electricity from the sun. Earn a tax free income from the electricity your
system produces.

Speak to us about how renewable energy can benefit you or your business.

Whatever your query, give us a call.

T: 07971 096267 / 08450 564173

W: www.awe-services.co.uk
Two Staks, Eagle Lane, Cleocbury Mortimer, Worcs. DY14 8RA

= (& == (@EE == RECCY

Microgeneration RENEWAULE EhRGY CINILINER CODE
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER
NEIGHBOURHOOD
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Most people consider
themselves fortunate to live in
a community such as Cleobury
Mortimer and would wish to
have a voice in how the Town
develops in future. The vision
for this is set out in the draft
Cleobury Mortimer
Neighbourhood Development
Plan which, following
extensive public consultation,
was submitted to Shropshire
Council, gaining approval at
their meeting on 18t October.
You should have received your
poll card by now and the
proposal will go to a public
vote on 7th December.

If adopted, the NDP will
cover the period up to 2038
and give our community the
power to develop a shared
vision for our area and help to
deliver sustainable
development by influencing
local planning decisions as
part of the statutary
development plan. We will be
able to have input into the
contribution expected from
development, setting out the
levels and types of affordable
housing provision required,
along with other areas such as
the infrastructure needed for
education, health, transport,
flood and water management
and green and digital
provision. If it is not adopted,
local input on the above will
be extremely limited and in
some cases non existent.

The NDP Steering Group
have worked extremely hard
over several years to get to this
point and now formal

adoption of the Plan will
require a simple majority of
votes cast. The outcome will
affect you as this is your
community and your vote.
Please use it wisely.

A SLIGHT ERROR

An easy enough mistake to
make, to miss reading this sign
and follow the instruction your
faithful sat nav gives. Little did
the driver of the large (six
wheels is pretty big) Scania
coach know about the road
ahead as he drove down Love
Lane and turned left into
Childe Road back in October.
Gently on down the road
until.....

It became obvious that the
coach would not get down that
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lane, never mind making a
turn into The Hurst. So a long
reverse to a u-turn at Love
Lane and an exit on the usual
bus route. Far better solution
than the Volvo truck that years
ago was determined to get
through. ‘The Stuck Truck’ was
our headline and a long
struggle the result.

FLICKS IN THE
STICKS

There is no movie in
December. On January 20th at
7.00 for 7.30 , we will be
showing Mission Impossible —
Dead Reckoning starring Tom
Cruise. Tickets £5 — bar, tea,
coffee and cake.

February can be dark, cold
and miserable. Come to the
Parish Hall on Saturdays and
have soup and pudding (£3)
whilst watching a movie
starring the great Dames of
British cinema. February 3 -
Tea with Mussolini (Maggie
Smith, Judi Dench and Joan
Plowright); February 10 - A
Passage to India (Peggy
Ashcroft); February 17 -
Gosford Park (Eileen Atkins,
Helen Mirren); February 24 -
Travels with my Aunt (Maggie
Smith). Tickets £5 — bar. For
more information visit

www.cleoburyparishhall.uk/
flicks.

SIMON EVANS
EXTRA

See Page 13 and our report of
Dr Mark Baldwin’s lecture. We
are reminded that the CM
Footpath Association website
has a rich seam of Evans lore
that is well worth exploring if
you want to know more about
the man. JR
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-4 RED#=&HARE Y[R

5 45 HIGH STREET

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
WWW.REDHARESALON.CO.UK

01299 270702 ‘S
JUR
_ il

PPD FREE - PARABEN FREE - SULPHATE FREE - CRUELTY FREE

“Red Hare now offers a private hairdressing room. Perfect for A D V E RT

those wanting more privacy, peace and quiet”

CLEOBURY CHIROPRACTIC James

31 High St. Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8DQ S mi Lh
)STEOPATHS
We offer both CHIROPRACTIC and OSTEOPATHY,
using gentle methods suitable for all ages.
Appointments available outside of normal working hours.
Sue Brown Both practitioners are fully registered, insured & regulated.
MA MSc DC MMCA
CHIROPRACTOR * BACK PAIN * SCIATICA * POSTURAL PROBLEMS
* JOINT PAIN * HEADACHES (arising from the neck)
* Some SPORTS INJURIES .
Hands for Heroe
|_.:L.......fg|...w..q....: PLUS *COMPUTER (DSE) WORKSTATION ASSESSMENTS
o\ \ I a * BACK CLASS - WeeKkly exercise class for those with THE INSTITUTE,
y £ back/neck pain. LA

H‘.(J
"y

= — =
& HEDED 20 v
g;::::thlc

_ 01299 519351 / 07932 000028 / 07506 287191
GCC registered Registration no. 9254
Geaeral Chiropracthe Coused i . ) -
www.geC-uk.org www.notiustaboutbackpnain.com www.isosteopaths.co.uk

s opleopativy.ong.uk
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AN AMAZING PLACE
It looks like another
warehouse unit on the
Tenbury Road business park.
A sign tells you that there’s a
takeaway on one corner, but
walk a little further, push
open the door and you step
into a place of magic for
children. This is ‘Anchors
Away’. Wow.

It's furnished with tables
and chairs for families, with
mums looking after tots who
keep on running away to
explore the place. The walls
present a series of murals,
beautifully painted by
Hannah Beth Bailey.

It's all colourful, from the
murals to the furniture and
the three tier complex of
climbing frames with every
upright carefully bound with
a soft fabric cover. If you
want to host a party there are
two private rooms for eating
or playing before the
children get back to the fun.

This is a wonderful facility,
funded and set up by two
couples who wanted the best
for their children and to give
the town a very special play
area. Full credit to them all,
who have made a big
commitment, dug deep to
finance the operation and are

employing local people to
run the place.

It's open seven days a
week, there’s a SEN session
on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday afternoons. What
comes over strongly is the
care behind all this - these
people want the best for all
local children. It's a great
asset for the town and the
local community, they
deserve every success.
Anchors Away, Unit 1,
Newhouse Farm, Tenbury
Road. Email: anchors
away2022@outlook.com or
call 01299 212514.

The photo was taken before the families began to arrive, so you could see the place in better
detail. See it when it’s alive with children and it’s a real pleasure palace.

Cleobury Clarion - December 2023/ January 2024
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Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it
written?

Writing your Will and planning for later life can feel like a daunting process...

It doesn’t have to be!

| guide you through the process of writing your Will and Lasting Powers of Attorney \___

’ o
Call me now to find out how I can help T'm Stepl:\me
07966366505 I«?vf'ill Writing Groug ,!u gﬂl’;“" &:e, f

it el f.r‘r; \\\{‘

07966366505 | Info@thewillwritinggroup.co.uk | www.thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

Electrical installations from domestic to
commercial and industrial no job to big or small.

Over 16 years experience.

Local family run business.
Contact: Phone 07872498829
Email lee.leapelectrical@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

- Contact Isaac
- \ for a free quote!

& Mob: 07845 615 806
Tel: 01299 513 448

EI|) ,
~ SERVICES

~ - Friendly, honest tree surgeon serving >

= Bewdley and surrounding areas.
o

<
~ ¢ All Aspects of Tree Work ¢ Hedge Trimming/Reducing Logs &
et ' # Stump Grinding # Grounds Maintenance o  Chslll

[

- Qualified % Insured <0 Tidy

Email: elphicktreeandgarden@gmail.com. Web: www.elbhicktree.co.uk
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THE BREAKFAST
CLUB

Ewe & You, the name of the
charity set up by Geoff and Liz
Smith some years ago was the
title of November’s very
entertaining talk by Liz.

Back in the day, Liz was a
‘traditional” Vicar’s wife — very
involved with her husband’s
church, acting as administrator
and secretary, attending
services, running a home as well
as caring for four young
children and their pets. The
parish was in Redditch, a ‘new
town’ then but life for many
residents was far from idyllic
and there were many social
problems. One of the things
Geoff and Liz did to help the
children was to set up youth
clubs when they came to realise
that most of the children had
absolutely no idea of what life in
the country was like or where
their food came from. To
enlighten them and also to give
them a good time, they
organised trips into the
countryside.

After several years of hard but
rewarding work, they moved to
another parish in the Teme
Valley and whilst they were
absolutely delighted, they also
felt guilty at leaving needy
families, especially the children.
What to do to remedy this and

Cpeitln Tl

UPHOLSTERY & INTERIORS

also utilise the land attached to
the vicarage? Answer — sheep!
The first step was a course in
sheep husbandry but Kerry Hill
sheep, the breed naively chosen
for their attractive appearance,
proved to be non-compliant at
milking time. It was a two
person job, with Liz having to
straddle the sheep rodeo style as
Geoff endeavoured to milk! Just
as they were about to give up,
the sheep sensing danger
suddenly co-operated!

Charity status was sought and
eventually granted which led to
the charity being set up and
funding sourced. Deprived
children were invited to come
and stay for a few days at a time
to experience the country life
and also, it has to be said, to
give them respite from possibly
difficult circumstances at home.
Thanks to the Smith family, Ewe
& You is still active today
serving children from the town.
Diane Waddington

ADAM PONSFORD

My final fundraiser for this year
for my 2024 adventure to Kenya
is nearly upon us. I need to raise
a minimum of £4,000 to cover
the costs of travel,
accommodation, vaccinations,
kit and to support the valuable
project work I will be taking
part in.

A Family Fun Christmas Fair
with craft stalls selling

Christmas gifts along with
traditional type stalls takes
place at Kinlet Village Hall on

Sunday December 3rd from
11.00 until 500. We have such a
vast array of stallholders, you
wouldn’t want to miss it, not to
mention the amazing prizes in
our Grand Prize Draw taking
place at 4.00. Tickets £1 each, if
you can’t make it on the day but
you want to buy tickets, please
contact us. The “Lucky Square”
will also be drawn with a cash
prize of £50 for the winner.

If you want further details
regarding any of the above,
please contact Rachael on 01299
841032 or 0771 5030 510.

Thank you everyone for your
help in supporting my journey.
Adam Ponsford, aged 14

HAGGIS IS BACK!

After the success of the event
last year, on Friday January 26
at 7.30, the Parish Hall will be
hosting a celebration of the
immortal memory of Robert
Burns. Piper, Scottish dancers,
haggis, neeps and tatties, poetry
and a dram of whisky - as well

as the opportunity to show off
your dancing skills. Tickets are
£15. For more information and
tickets, visit
www.cleoburyparishhall.uk/
burns or call Gabby Franklin on
01299 271713.  Robert Hodge

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE

A thorough nail and foot care
treatment in the comfort of your own
home. Registered and Insured

practitioner.

Karen F H Di, RFH
07378 122788
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DG Virtual Business Solutions

Locally Based To Help With The Day to Day Running of Your Business

e Short or Long Term Support e Diary and Enquiry Management
e Staff Training and Interviews ¢« Admin Holiday Cover
e Customer Service Support e Day to day Business Support

Benefits of using DG Virtual Business Solutions
You're Only Charged For The Hours We Work For You, Not All Day.
No Sick Pay, No Holiday Pay, No N.I. Or Pension Contributions

No Office And Associated Costs, Complete Flexibility For Your Business Needs.
..-F"'"Ah‘-a
W DG QO o7s01616140

v www.dgvirtualbusinesssolutions.co.uk

W'NDSOR leCE QEDQ"Q SHOp Brakes D|agnotst|c

Automotive
Email: mikeytwonames@icloud.com - - .
Tel: 01299 213558 Services = Cam Belts ' Exhausts
Mobile: 07513 821616

Unit 1, Hillocks Farm,
Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 OEB.

Repairs Clutches Tyres

QRENQZVS FOOT CLINIC

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER
PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME OR MY SURGERY

° Nail trimming ° Callus reduction

° Ingrowing toenail treatment ~ ° Corn removal

° Fungal infection treatment ° Athletes Foot treatment

° Nail reconstruction ° Verruca and wart treatment

CONTACT IRENA ON 01299 270212 and 07789070629
1 FURLONGS ROAD, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8AR
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SIMON EVANS

The Cleobury postman, his
life and his writing. A lecture
by Doctor Mark Baldwin.

As you would expect from
such an experienced academic
with a history of lectures that
have taken him over much of
the globe, Dr Baldwin
presented the subject with
much detail previously
unheard. From Evans’ 1895
birth in Tynyfedu, Powys, and
his early work for the Post
Office, initially as a telegraph
boy cycling out to deliver
telegrams to his progress as a
postman. Not just the story,
but with a variety of
fascinating items to back up
the tale.

Evans signed up to serve
King and country in the
1914-18 First World War and
was the victim of gas
poisoning during that conflict.
He returned to his position in
the Post Office and during a
walking holiday in this area
got into conversation with a
man looking to move on from
the gentle pace to somewhere
more lively. Simon was clearly
quite a persuasive character
and convinced management
that the two should swap
places. The country man

headed for the bright lights of
Birkenhead and Simon Evans
for this rural idyll

1

il

Resting place between outward
and return daily journeys was
this modest cabin, officially
known as the Rural Post Shelter
Hut. Photo courtesy of Dr Mark
Baldwin.

He lived at 24 Lower Street,
very conveniently across the
road from the Post Office and
the sorting office we boasted
then. My, how times have
changed.

His daily route was not
rigidly dictated, but logically
varied according to the places
he had to visit, both on his
journey from the town to his
return, when he would collect
letters and parcels. Today we
can walk the carefully
signposted circa 18 miles

:
4
BERRE

Simon Evans Way from
Cleobury to Stottesdon,
something Phil Redwood did
as a relative newcomer to the
town before writing in the
Clarion with great enthusiasm
about the experience.

Simon Evans was keen on
his country walking, whatever
the long term effect of his war
time gassing. He found an
outlet in writing about the
world he discovered and
enjoyed, with five books to his
credit. Dr Baldwin naturally
has copies of these, plus a
growing file of correspondence
that his reputation for
following Evans’ history has
brought.

Radio work for the BBC was
added to his achievements and
it was during that work that he
met and married a lady, the
two of them having a house
built on the site next to what is
now the Bowling Club. He
died in 1940, one day short of
his 45th birthday. A sadly short
life of a talented man.

A very interesting evening at
a modest £8.00 a head, which
included a glass of wine and a
snack, with profits going to the
Friends of Saint Mary’s
Church. All that was missing
was the public address system
that would help the aged.

Firewood

Seasoned logs, barn dried & ready to burn.

Free local delivery -01584 890993 or 07970878224
Various size loads available

Paul Harding Tree Services ‘%
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Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897

% 272807
Professional care and support in Comprehensive range of care services
your o home ¢ Domiciliary Care ¢ Care for young adults
Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care « Palliative care  Supporting younger people

provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated .

! - | ) X Personal care » Domestic services:
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, . 2ah . ) .
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, our care cleaning, cooking, washing
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population. ¢ Companionship and shopping
° Dementia Care ¢ Collections of pensions or

Depending on your individual needs, we can offer varying degrees of
support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them  Elderly Care
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our
local communities

We have recently been rated as [OUTSTANDING by CQC and this
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

A care
Wi ngﬂf HOME

* Overnight Care prescriptions
Trips out and about

Inspected and rated

Outstanding vy

& worcestershira
ecunt nER

Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk QCareQuanty
Website: www.tlccareathome.com )

Commission

ROYAL
FOUNTAIN INN

13 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BS

Serving food 12-3 Tuesday - Sunday and 6-9 Tuesday - Saturday
Cake and coftee deals from 3-6pm everyday

Fantastic range of food and drinks with deals every weekend
Large, heated marquee and biggest beer garden in town

Live music every month

We can cater for all occasions and parties of all sizes

01299 272720
info@theroyalfountaininn.co.uk

Lower St Garage e

T Lower 51, Cleobury Mortimer. DY14 8AA

M.0O.Ts on cars, motor bikes & « Diagnostics, Air conditioning

small commercial vehicles « Welding.

Tyres, Tyre fitting, = Service and Repairs to most vehicles,
Puncture repair and Tracking. « Delivery and Collection Service Available

Contact The Team at Lower St Garage on: 01299 270208

Page 14
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THE MAWLEY MILK
DRESS

Mawley Milk have supplied 477
used milk bottle caps to student
Jasmine Bish so she could
complete her design project.
The concept was inspired by
Paco Rabanne’s disc dress and
Jasmine was using bottle tops
from her local supermarket in
Lincolnshire. But they stopped
using coloured tops and went
for clear plastic to help
recycling. Good for the planet,
but a headache for Jasmine.

Her aunt Gill Guest came to
the rescue because she uses
Mawley Milk and they were
still still using coloured tops. A
distress call to Rachel Robinson
at Mawley found the solution.
They put any faulty tops to one
side for recycling and had two
big bags of them waiting to be
collected by the recycling
service. Gill Guest stepped in
and 477 tops were on their way
east.

It took a lot of work to finish
the job, as each top was pierced,
then decorated with a

spiderweb of embroidery
threads before being joined up.
The sleeves followed the dairy
theme, using a milking cluster
from a milking machine.

Jasmine calls the garment the
Mawley Dress to acknowledge
the dairy’s help and because in
Ludlow Museum there’s the
Mawley Chasuble once owned
by Katherine of Aragon, no less.
Long distance goodwill at
work.

CLEOBURY. W.I.
We had a busy time in mid-

November, with Remembrance
Sunday, regular Tuesday
meeting and Winter Warmer
Lunch within a few days.
Several members braved the
weather to join the parade to
Church on Remembrance
Sunday, with Sue Kershaw and
Fran laying a wreath on behalf
of our WL

Everyone enjoyed a session
making Christmas cards, with
Iris Todd kindly providing an
array of materials for us to use
and guiding us through our
creations.

The first of our Winter Warmer
Lunches was a huge success;
with extra space in the Parish
Hall, we were able to serve our
delicious home-made soups
and desserts to a greater
number of customers. Thank
you to everyone who attended
the event in support of our
charity this year, Cleobury First
Responders. Look out for the
next occasion in February!

Dates for your diary include:

Tuesday 5th December 6.30 for
7pm - Members’ Christmas
Party at the Market Hall. A

Cleobury Clarion - December 2023/ January 2024

three-course meal provided by
the Kings Arms with ‘magical’
entertainment throughout the
evening!

Thursday 14th December —
Christmas jumper/hat walk.
Members can meet at 1lam
outside the Market Hall for a
local walk, followed by the Pot
Lunch organised by Neen
Savage WI. Please book the
meal with Fran, cost £5 on the
day.

Tuesday 9th January -
Introduction to Yoga with
Sophie at 7.30pm in the Market
Hall, followed by the usual
refreshments.

Thursday 25t January 10.30am
— Coffee and chat at Cleobury
Golf Club. Cake optional!

Wishing all our members and
the whole Cleobury community
a very merry Christmas and all
the best for a happy and healthy
2024.

Prospective new members are
welcome to contact Judy on
01299 270983 or email
judysant10@gmail.com. Check

out our Facebook page!
Val Sniadowski

ONE POT LUNCH
Neen Savage WI are hosting a
One Pot Lunch on Thursday
14th December between 12 and
2pm in the upstairs room of
Cleobury Market Hall. For just
£5 enjoy a bowl of beef or

vegetable stew with crusty
bread, followed by a delicious
homemade pudding. All
proceeds for our Charity of the
Year - Nineveh Ridge Care
Farm. All Welcome.

Catherine Evans
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P e dancers
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= W poetry,
CLEOBURY MORTIMER FARISH HAL
haggis,
Cleobury Mortimer Parish Hall neeps
is the largest in the area .
and tatties,
Would you like to celebrate an event :
party, wedding, or just a get together? ‘"h'fkly’
socia

We are able to cater for small or large W W W diicin
parties, sit down dinner parties for up NERACRACRAL g
to 100 people with or w?thout a bar. %lé %l’; #ﬂ} Qﬂé
FRIDAY 26 January, 7.00 for 7.30
Come and have a look at what we can offer. Tickets £15 online at
To bOOk, call Janet on 01299 271070 é www.cleoburyparishhall.uk/burns

, or 01299 271713 3 -
o (5 : o

20 January 7.30pm -
Mission Impossible - Dead Reckoning

Ethan Hunt and the IMF team must track down a terrifying new
weapon that threatens all of humanity if it falls into the wrong
hands. With control of the future and the fate of the world at
stake, a deadly race around the globe begins. Confronted by
a mysterious, all-powerful enemy, Ethan is forced to consider
¥! that nothing can matter more than the mission -- not even the

J lives of those he cares about most.

Starring Tom Cruise, Hayley Atwell, Ving Rhames, Simon Pegg

THEI@@S NOTH@N@ LIKE A DAME

[FM@CKKS IN FEBRUARY

R 17 February

: Tea with Mussolini g—c?)ﬁ&TD Gosford Park

| (Maggie Smith, Judi Dench,

(Eileen Atkins,  BGppiNG £3 &
Joan Plowright) :

Helen Mirren)

24 February
Travels with my Aunt

(Maggie Smith)
H
=

& www.cleoburyparishhall.uk @ cleoburymortimerparishhall

10 February
A Passage to India
(Peggy Ashcroft)
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/f THE AGENCY UK
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Local, personal
~ot dedicated
Estate Agents

Scan code to visit
our website

THE LATEST FROM CORAL & TOM...

As we head into December, the November market saw steady activity with
some sellers eyeing Christmas and a traditionally quieter end of year
market which resulted in a significant slowdown of new properties coming
to market across the month. Sales for the month, on the other hand, were
stronger with some of the previously stuck on the market properties having
sales agreed on, benefitting from less fresh properties coming to the market
and forcing buyer’s eyes to homes that had been on the market longer.

The recent news that inflation levels have reached their lowest in over two
years is also cause for some positivity which hopefully in turn will translate
to greater confidence into the market for buyers and sellers going into 2024.
The new year is expected by many forecasters to be a stronger period for
the housing market, with a jump in activity commonly seen come January
as home movers make their new year plans over Christmas.

If you would to talk about the market and how it’s affecting your property
value or about an impending move, please do not hesitate to contact us
for a chat.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy new year from us both. £550.000 - Eagle Lane Cleobury Mortimer

MNAEA MARLA
MNAEA Situated within a stones throw of the Town

Centre, but also on the very cusp of the
open countryside, offering a fantastic plot
within a sought after road, could Brookside
be your dream home?

. 01562 541053

M kidderminster@theagencyuk.com
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5-6 Talbot Square
Cleobury Mortimer

Cleobury Dental DY14 8BQ

PRACTICE Free car parking available in the town centre car park

\‘ slnn\

A\ -
,}fnkullgn

F|nd Your Sm|Ie at CIeobury Dental Practlce

Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting
your confidence with teeth whitening or a dedicated dentist for your regular care, you can find it all here in the
heart of historic Cleobury Mortimer.

e Modern, state of the art facilities and the latest dental technology
e Free car parking adjacent to the practice and step-free access to our dentists’ surgeries
e Enjoy private dental care from just 47p per day with our membership plans

e Highly experienced in helping those with dental phobias

Services Provided Opening Hours

e Tooth-Coloured (White) Fillings Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 9am-5pm
e Sedation for Anxious Patients Thu 9am-7pm
e Teeth Straightening with Braces and Invisalign Saturdays by appointment only

e Dental Implants (Replacement of Missing Teeth) Tel: 01299 271 747

e Emergency Appointments Slots Available (first

come first served) www.cleoburydental.co.uk

¢ Hygienist Services
BDA Good Practice .}:‘{'. invisali

Member PROVIDER

e Private and NHS Care (NHS subject to capacity)
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CLEOBURY CAR

SCHEME

Did you know that Cleobury has
a Voluntary Car Scheme? Thanks
to a team of volunteers and the
organisational skills of Mandy
Smith, our volunteer
coordinator, we offer an
invaluable service to the
vulnerable and incapacitated of
our community. The service is
open to anyone needing
transport to and from a medical,
dental or other health related
appointment. The service is
supported through Cleobury
Mortimer Medical Practice for
bookings or Mandy can be
contacted directly on 01299
666119. The scheme is subsidised
by Shropshire Council so the
passenger pays 30p a mile
directly to the driver and the
Council tops this up by 20p a
mile on a monthly basis. There is
a flat fee of £2.00 for short
journeys in Cleobury.

We are always looking for new
drivers so if you feel this is
something you could do to give
back to your community please
get in touch with Mandy on the
number above or by email on
cleoburycarscheme@btinternet.c
om. There are no restrictions or
expectations on drivers, you can
take on as many or few runs as

you want as each run is
individually assigned. The only
requirements are a DBS check,
free to you as a volunteer,
obviously a full driving licence
and insurance that covers
voluntary work.

Catherine Evans

Volunteer Driver

CLEOBURY
GARDENERS

Creation of a dry garden was the
presentation by Chair Flo
Hadley to = members on 9th
October.  The shade from the
mature cherry tree in Flo’s
garden, together with a few
drought years, had produced an
area of poor, barren ground, and
the felling of the tree was not an
option.  Together with fellow
member and landscape
specialist, Jackie Percival, a dry
garden was chosen, where the
conditions of the site, of poor,
thin soil over a rubble and
stoney substructure, were
deemed ideal. A dry garden is
never watered, never fertilised
and is planted with drought-
tolerant small plants.  Flo and
Jackie explained the criteria for
planting — colours, shapes,
heights — and the planting list
and the planting placement. Flo
continued through the stages of
progress which were

photographed for use in this
presentation. A very interesting
and informative evening, thank
you Flo.

We take this opportunity to
thank all those people who
donated to the Tree Pleaching
Fund on Saturday Market Day.
We raised £234.00. All
contributions gratefully
received.

Our AGM took place on 13th
October 2023. Chair Flo Hadley
circulated the Chairman’s
Report, which incorporated
reports from the Secretary, the
Social Secretary and the
Allotments Co-Ordinator.  The
evening finished with a visual
presentation of this year’s
Learning to Grow Food
competition which is open to
primary, nursery and special
schools in our area. Absolutely
wonderful pictures of little ones
looking awed at their growing
plants!

Our final meeting is the
Christmas Social at St Elizabeths
Hall, Lower Street on Monday,
11 December at 7.30.  Shared
plates, wine available. Old and
new members welcome, and
visitors too (Small entrance fee
for funds).

Linda Ashman

Qumboer Nineteg,,

No19 Denture Repairs

Oental Laboratory

SPEEDY, QUALITY DENTURE REPAIRS

Cracked/broken dentures repaired the same day.
A 1 HOUR service is available for when time is of the essence, just
call to make an appointment .

19 Lower Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 S8AL
Phone: 07973856733
All work undertaken by a GDC reglstered techniclan

Email: nevilleweaver@googlemail.com

A.B. Plastering

Plus Traditional Lime Plastering]

Adrian Booton
PLASTERER|

4 Severne Green, Bayton
Nr Kidderminster, DY 14 9LL

Tel: 01299 832 838
Mobile: 07974 582 524

Cleobury Clarion - December 2023/ January 2024
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John Brazier & Co

Accountants & Business Advisors

Accounts — Company, Partnership and Sole Trader

Tax Returns — Corporation Tax and Personal For a personal and
VAT - Returns and advice professional service
Payroll Service including RTI

Contact John Brazier or Sarah Morgan to discuss your requirements on 01299 271473 or email at
info@johnbrazierco.co.uk. Alternatively, you can arrange a meeting at 53, High Street, Cleobury
Mortimer, Worcestershire DY 14 8DQ

01299 271 473

M Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser

- Grainger lives in Cleobury Mortimer giving the residents
M ERI DEN and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.
FiNsEaLPLANDING: Wealth Management . Retirement Planning
. Investments & Savings . Family & Business Protection
An initial consultation is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

tel: 07974 100089 email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk website: www.meridenfp.co.uk

MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS

Haulage Contractors
Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products

12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY 14 8EF
07860 669350 07966 045012

INFINITE ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

For all your electrical needs:
House rewires
Fuse board upgrades
Electric showers

ﬁ A Need an extra socket or light installed?

No job too small
|

For a FREE quote NIgis ERNz

Call Lloyd 01584 811184 m::gnn
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THE CLEOBURY MANOR HOUSE

It has stood the test of time. For three centuries
the Manor House in Cleobury Mortimer High
Street presents itself as a testament to the style,
imagination and quality of build that the
Georgian era legacy has left us.

Properties from previous centuries are
protected through a listing system by Historic
England. A Grade II “Is considered to have a
special element of particular interest” and in
the case of the Manor House this is the curved
and swept oak staircase with toad-back
handrail. Also, a carved marble fireplace with
Bacchanalian figures. This is what makes our
Manor House with a separately listed adjoining
stable block so special amongst the over 100
buildings and structures in our own alone.

It is believed the House, aged at over 400
years, was built in the late 17th century by
Hugh de Mortimer and was typical of manorial
houses of that age. Formerly known as Cooks
House, it was sold in 1760 for £60. Over the
years, several exchanges of ownership ended
with the property being sold to solicitor George
Emerson in 1920.

After three more owners the property, then
used as a children’s home, finally became a
nursing home in 1988 and ended up in the
hands of the current owners, whose business
closed down around 2010. The House was
closed up and has remained so since then.

In 1974, when Thomas Pain sold the property
to The Children’s Family Trust he had a
restrictive covenant placed on the title deeds
which included the words “That whose ever
hands the property came into would forever
hereafter maintain in good repair and
condition.”

By this time the building had been listed by
Historic England for 20 years. It is with this in
mind when it became obvious that the current
owners appeared to show little interest in
properly maintaining the building, that a
campaign started to save it from further
decline.

Cleobury Clarion - December 2023/ January 2024

Known as the Save The Manor House
campaign, the group built a website with a lot
of detail about the h It istory of the house,
photographs and regular updates on the
massive challenges faced.

There has been evidence submitted to the
team that instances of flooding (in one case
through a leaking roof) may have resulted in
significant damage to important features
internally, not least of all the Grand Staircase
and flooring throughout.

The team understands that responsibility for
maintaining a watch over listed properties lies
with the Conservation Department which is
part of the Local Planning Authority.

This responsibility extends to requiring the
owner to carry out repairs or maintenance as
necessary to protect the property. It is believed
this has only happened on one occasion, when
repairs to a leaking roof were required.

Walking past the building today, one can only
see the front elevation and it is very clear that
urgent maintenance is required to the decaying
woodwork and paintwork.

It is not beyond belief that internally the
property could be seriously suffering. With this
in mind, the team are pressuring the County
Council to require the owner to allow an
internal inspection.

To raise local interest and beyond, the team
have also been featured on BBC Radio
Shropshire, BBC News (Midland) web site and
the Shropshire Star and South Shropshire
Journal.

To help with local expense of printing and
web site support, a funding effort through Go
Fund Me has already raised £140. We have a
target of £500 and readers can donate through
our web site at www.savethemanorhouse.uk

The campaign will continue and with local
support from Cleobury Town Council,
Shropshire dignitaries and our MP, we hope
that one day this Grand Old Lady will once
again be a place that the town can be proud of.
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L ]
| BETTER What can a Nutritionist help with?
e Digestive issues e High Cholesterol
e Chronic Fatigue o Skin Conditions
e Sleeping issues e Children's Health
e Painful periods e Anxiety/Depression
e Menopause e Vegan/vegetarian diets

e Weight Management

e Migraine
e plus many more

e Type 2 Diabetes

TURNERS GATES

| bespoke sizes at standard prices

ol M) et
ﬂ@!!f-._, TR

A small family run business specialising in quality wooden
gates to suit all entrances.
Visit our website: www.turnersgates.co.uk
Drop us an email: turnersgates@outlook.com
Or give us a call on: 01299 270 965

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE

e Ovens o Filters e Hobs
® Grills ® BBQs ® Ranges F J BEFORE
® Extractors @ Microwaves o AGAs 3

Call or go online today for your free estimate

O\@VC’LEAN 07913 123543 ] TR T _-l;:..; l L- RaE

The original oven cleaning specialists ovenc l.ea n.com I '| \ \
L_l._ —4 \ \ “\3
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Early Winter in the Wyre Forest

Linda Iles

under a tree; the greys burying them here

. g and there (in your lawn and flower pots

%5 t00!). That colourful and noisy oak wood

I'll be ho
years for this photo of the sheep at Uncllys

. T
nest, I've had to go back a few
Farm looking rather nonplussed by deep
snow in December 2017. But we did have
snow in December 2020 (lasting well into
January 2021) and on December 11th 2022,
so there’s a fair chance that you’ll be
reading this in snowy circumstances.

‘The cold wind doth blow, and we shall
have snow, and what will the Robin do
then, poor thing?” goes the old rhyme.
Some species migrate to warmer regions
while others stay put and adapt their
behaviour. Dormice, bats and Hedgehogs
as well as many reptiles, amphibians and
invertebrates have evolved the ability to
shut down their metabolism so that they
can hibernate through the harsh times of
winter. Squirrels are well-known hoarders
of food: the native reds hiding acorns and
nuts in a ‘larder’ among the leaf litter

Cleobury Clarion - December 2023/ January 2024

resident, the Jay, will do the same, and you

. may also come across little collections of
%% nuts, cherry or damson stones hidden by

mice.
Most of the Fallow Deer grow a darker,

i thicker coat of fur, without the summer
_* spots. This makes them harder to see in the

winter forest. Like Badger fur, the hairs are
hollow, giving an extra degree of

| insulation. There are quite a number of
| white deer now and, though they stand out
" like sore thumbs during the rest of the

year, they are well-camouflaged if it snows.
Lovely though they are, deer are not
always popular with foresters. Their diet
includes tree shoots and bark: the latter
especially in the winter. This is why areas
of new planting need to be protected by
high deer fencing and individual trees by
tall tree tubes.

Snow brings a special brilliance and
muffled quietness to the forest. A walk in a
fresh fall will tell the story of the night
before. Which creatures have been abroad?
Who was the Fox following? Will those big,
clawed prints lead you to a Badger’s sett?
Is it a dog or a Blackbird that has scuffed
among the dry leaves by the path? I'm
already looking forward to it but hope we
don’t get too much of the white stuff.

A very happy Christmas to all.
Linda Iles
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Mark Pearce

Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture

e Fencing e Garden Sheds

e Patios e Summer Houses
e Drives e Fence Panels

e Decking e Log Stores

And Much More
Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products
Mobile: 07875425028 Tel: 01746718404

Robert Bradley Logs
07794 796616

Seasoned Firewood, Hardwood,
Softwood or Mixed loads of logs.
Free Local Delivery

Fresh milk and cream from
Cleobury Mortimer

www.mawleytownfarm.co.uk
01299 270359

SKELLERNS

| ] ~2=791 e UPVC Fascias & Guttering e  Re-roofing & general building = :
e UPVC Windows, Doors & work |l Il
= Conservatories e Replacement Glass | (il |

e  General Home Improvements e  Patio Jet Washing

Free No-Obligation quote. FENSA registered company with years of experience

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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Cleobury Mortimer Benefice
Church services throughout the Benefice in December 2023.

A
R L

St Mary’s Cleobury Mortimer

Sunday 3™ December — 10.00am Family Eucharist
Sunday 10" December — 8.30am Said Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist
Sunday 17" December — 10.00am Parish Eucharist
Sunday 24" December — 10.00am Eucharist
5.00pm Christingle
11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day — 10.00am Christmas Day Eucharist
Sunday 315t December — 10.00am Parish Eucharist.

Every Wednesday — 10.00am Eucharist

St Michael and All Angels’, Hopton Wafers

Sunday 3™ December — 9.30am Eucharist
Tuesday 5™ December — 7.00pm Carol Service
Christmas Day — 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist

St John the Baptist, Doddington

Sunday 3™ December — 11.00am Eucharist
Sunday 17" December — 3.00pm Carol Service with Cleobury Concert Brass Band

All Saints’, Neen Sollars

Sunday 3™ December — 11.00am Village Worship
Sunday 10" December Village Worship
Sunday 17" December — 6.30pm Carol Service
Christmas Day — 11.00am Village Worship

St George’s, Milson

Sunday 3™ December — 6.00pm Even Song
Friday 15" December — 7.00pm Carol Service
Christmas Day — 11.00am Christmas Day Eucharist

St Mary’s, Neen Savage

Sunday 3™ December — 6.00pm - Evening Prayer (BCP)
Sunday 17" December — 6.00pm Carol Service
Christmas Eve — 4.00pm Crib Service
Christmas Day — 9.00am Christmas Eucharist (BCP)

St John the Baptist, Kinlet

Sunday 10" December — 11.15am — Parish Eucharist (BCP)
Sunday 17" December — 6.00pm Carol Service.
Christmas Day — 11.15am — Christmas Eucharist (BCP)
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Beat The Scammers — December 2023

Eleven months of the year have passed and our
thoughts are now turning to the Christmas
period where we hope to spend time with
friends and family.

For some it may just be a quieter time of
reflection but for a few, a sad time if fallen
victim of the crime of the century, SCAMMING!

To ensure you are not one of those victims at
this time of year here is some advice to keep
you safe.

Impersonation scams

These come in various forms from a text from
a relative who claims their mobile phone has
been lost and they need money to get a new
one, to a scammer pretending to be someone
you might trust who tries to get sensitive
information about you such as Bank details etc.
If you get an unexpected call, think before you
are willing to share any personal information.
If someone pretends to be a relative, tell them
you will call back on a number you know is
genuine.

Mail or message text attachments.

Scammers use message texting or other forms
of social media to send messages with
attachments which can contain harmful data
or programs that could render your mobile or
tablet useless or simply direct you to a web site
that looks very genuine and asks for personal
data.

Avoid this by not clicking on any links or
provide information without verifying the
source of the original message.

The rule is, if unsure do not proceed.

Delete the message or text, if it is genuine the
sender will try to contact you again or by a
different method. The scammers use
sophisticated computers to dial out to
thousands of numbers a minute and generally
do not waste time trying more than once.

Page 26

Courier related Fraud

At this time of year when parcel deliveries rise,
so does Courier Fraud which nationally
amounts to over £12 million with the average
loss being over £4,000.

Scammers might send an email that looks like
it is from a genuine delivery service like DHL or
Royal Mail, telling you a parcel has been held
at a local depot and ask you to pay excess
charges to release the parcel. This is a SCAM.
Even if you are expecting a delivery always
check first with the real sender to establish the
status. Do not respond, just delete the
message.

A more sinister version of Courier Fraud can
start with a call from someone impersonating
a Police Officer claiming they are investigating
money frauds and ask you to cooperate by
moving money from your account to one they
have set up to catch criminals.

They might also ask for your credit card to
assist them and say they will send round
someone to collect it. This is totally false.

Neither your Bank or the Police will ever ask
for those personal details or ever send
someone to your house. They could ask you
to withdraw a sum of money so that someone
can come and collect it. Sadly, there are still
vulnerable people who fall for this and the
authorities urge us to be vigilant and be on our
guard at all times.
refuse unusual requests for personal or
financial information. Please feel free to share
these messages with any vulnerable friends,
neighbours or relatives. it’s helping to keep
our community safe.

Have the confidence to

STOP - CHALLENGE - PROTECT

Above all, however you spend this festive
season, stay safe and we will see you in
February 2024.
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Christmas 2023

As we approach Christmas this year, I
reflect back on a year that has seemed
more violent and full of discord than the
recent past. The war in Ukraine continues
to rage, but added to the senseless
bloodshed of Putin’s invasion, renewed
conflict has flared up in the Middle East,
with the divisions that have elicited on our
own streets.

I have been deeply concerned about the
impact of these divisions on different
communities, particularly the fears of the
Jewish population in the UK. The face of
anti-Semitism has reared its ugly head
once again, and we must redouble our
efforts to stamp it out of our society.

War and conflict are a stark reminder of
the bounty that peace gives us, and that
we should never take it for granted. It is
my sincere hope that, inspired by both
previous generations and the message of
Christ, we may live in more peaceful times
in the year ahead. Even during the Great
War, the Christmas truce provided some
small respite from the horrendous conflict,
even if it was not to last.

It is noteworthy that the 2021 Census data
was the first in our history to record that
fewer than half the UK population
identified as Christian, at 46.6%. In South
Shropshire, it remains considerably higher,
at 59.2% of local residents stating their
religion as Christian. But even that figure
is over 10% lower than at the previous
Census in 2011. Interestingly over the past
two years, weekly attendance at Church of
England services has actually risen, but
was still significantly lower than before the
coronavirus pandemic.
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Philip Dunne

I mention this fact mostly to note the
changing significance of Christianity in
our society. Fewer of us attend church
services on a regular basis compared to
decades past, but at moments of national
significance, faith remains a powerful
motivator. From His Majesty the King's
coronation earlier this year, to the festival
of Remembrance last month, we see the
lasting impact of Christianity on our
society.

While fewer of us may identify as
Christians, that need not mean the lessons
of Christianity be lost on us. Such is the
cultural impact of Christmas that even the
agnostics and atheists among us can
embrace much of the tradition. Universal
virtues of compassion, charity and the
importance of family and friends are at the
centre of the festive season.

For those who do wish to attend church
services this Christmas, there are a great
number taking place across South
Shropshire. In addition to larger services in
the towns, particularly in Ludlow and
Bridgnorth, parish noticeboards and parish
magazines are carrying details of services
local to you, at which all are warmly
welcome.

My heart goes out to all those for whom
this Christmas is disrupted by bloodshed
and violence. I pray that 2024 will bring
peace on earth and goodwill towards all
men.

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas,
and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.

Philip

Page 27



Page 28

Clarion Clippings. - The Local News

QUALITY DRAMA IN THE
STICKS

I must confess an affection for drama,
from an evening at Stratford with the stars
of the day at their best with The Man's
words and sense of theatre, to the Lacon
Childe pupils performing the same man'’s
works under the strict stage discipline of
Head of Drama Arthur Short. I've seen The
Tempest performed at the Exchange Theatre
in Manchester, with just a circle of chairs as
stage props and a cast led by the late Peter
Postlethwaite. Utterly compelling.

But I did not expect to be so moved by a
local production of a new work, in this case
Tim Foley’s ‘Driftwood” performed by James
Westpool and Jerome Yates of Pentabus and
Thickskin Drama. Two men on a temporary
stage in Farlow and Oreton Village Hall on a
Friday night. After all, what could one
expect of a minor event with people you
know taking your money on the door and
then the start delayed while I responded to
an appeal for the person who’d left their car
lights on to sort them out. Ahem. Much
embarrassment.

The play is set on the beach at Seaton
Carew in the North East, a real place on the
coast and in this case haunted by Vikings,
the image of a father who’s dying and
brothers combined by family love, divided
by widely differing lifestyles and
achievement and emotions that run high
and low as they argue, fight and make up.

All this with just two crude looking
wooden sloping platforms that the actors
moved around and climbed over and under
as they exchanged arguments and emotions
at volume and in near whispers. Plus a
figure of driftwood that appears and then

disappears, one brother believing in its
existence, the other dismissive of what he
sees as an illusion. The dreamed storm
scenes were very convincing, with the
backdrop to the stage changing and the
wind noise growing and receding, then
growing again.

They ended with the emotional ties of
brotherhood bringing them carefully back
together and the audience stood and
applauded two actors who had clearly
caught them up. If this is the strength of
drama that local groups can offer, please
give me more. In fact there’s an adaption of
“Three Men In A Boat” booked for the
spring and I've asked for two tickets to be
reserved. It's three men in a boat played by
one man! Don’t tell me it can’t be done; I
have learned otherwise.

When it was all over and we were heading
homeward Jerome Yates, who played the part of
brother Tiny, was under the stage taking it apart
to be carried on to the next stop on the tour. Big
gangs of stage hands to do the dirty work while
the stars sign autographs? Not in this devoted
little world of theatre.

The production was supported by Arts
Alive and Arts Council England. More about
Pentabus on pentabus.co.uk and Thickskin
on thickskintheatre.co.uk

Jim Reynolds
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

Winter is here once again and the activity
in the natural world is slowing down.
There is still plenty to see during a
Watch out for
Fieldfares and Redwings as the

countryside walk.

migratory birds arrive from Europe.
Holly and mistletoe brighten the
hedgerows with the bare trees revealing
their hidden shapes.
walk in the Winter’s Sun will top you up
with Vitamin D.

The work party on November 8th

Remember that a

tackled two much needed but rather
muddy tasks. The first team repaired
some steps at the Glen Caravan park
along with the welcome addition of a
safely rail. The second team installed a
kissing gate at Walford’s bridge
alongside a farm gate which is very
difficult to open. “I can get into the field
without a weight lifting session” - is a
comment posted on our Facebook page!
Sunday 5th November was a fine sunny
day in marked contrast to the previous
days and days of wet, stormy weather.
18 walkers and a few well behaved dogs
met outside Cleobury Market Hall for the
Country Walk. The route took us past
the cemetery and onto a surprisingly firm
path across the fields to Common Lane.
Heading down the lane to Neen Savage
Ford where the deep water made it
Across the

bridge and past the Church before going

unsafe for vehicles to cross.

along the muddy track towards Walford
Bridge. This has taken a battering during

the recent flood but is still safe to cross
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with care despite considerable damage to
the hand rail. We returned to the starting
point up Ron Hill tired but exhilarated.

Please note that there isn’t a Boxing Day
Walk or a Country Walk on January 7.
There will be the very popular New
Year’s Day Walk starting at 2.00pm
outside the Market Hall. Food will be
provided for all walkers at the Kings
Arms. Join us and make country walking
a resolution for 2024.

One of the Walking for Health strolls
last month took us down Pinkham. The
River Rea significantly inundated this
area in October. The water levels were
still clearly visible just below the ground
floor window sills on the mill by the
The last walk for 2023 will be on
Wednesday 13th December at 10.00am,
resuming on January 10th 2024.

The last full moon of 2023 is the Cold
On behalf of
CMFA I would like to wish you a Happy

river!

Moon on December 27th.

Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
CMFA activities are on our website
www.cmfa.co.uk and also on Facebook.

Veronica Hargreaves

ROCK PATHFINDERS
Thursday December 7th: 10.00am
Details to be confirmed, check their
web site: www.rockpathfinders.uk
Thursday December 21st. 10.00am
Start at Ribbesford House car park,
Ribbesford, Bewdley DY12 2TQ
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SHROP EH SWEEP

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

Rotary & Manual Chimney Sweeping o Great Customer Service
HD Camera Inspections o Certificates Provided
Smoke Testing . Competitive Rates

Trained by National Assoc of Chimney Sweeps B Availability to fit all schedules
Professional, Clean & Efficient

Contact Mark on: 07538 533865 &
Email: shropsweep@gmail.com

L O

A

WESTONS

WILLS AND PROBATE

Come and see us at our riverside offices located in the heart of Bewdley at
18 Severn side South.

With over 30 years’ experience, Mandy and her team offer a personal and
professional service specialising in will drafting, lasting powers of attorney,
deputyship applications and probate.

Previous clients feedback has included the following comments:

“I've used Mandy at Westons Wills and Probate numerous times over
recent years covering all aspects of her expertise. Her guidance on the way
forward and solutions to issues that she has suggested has been excellent.
She is extremely communicative and responsive, and handles difficult

situations with compassion and empathy. | have happily and confidently Tel: 01299 405873
recommended her services to everyone | know that would benefit from her .
services.” “Great expertise and a

”

riendly professional manner
“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills and Probate is a very professional and /i y prof

knowledgeable person. She has now become my‘go to’legal adviser A Tt

and has taken on many legal tasks for me and my family. Wills, Probate, MR Willyriers APPROVED COOE
Inheritance Tax and Powers of Attorney. | trust her judgement and ' '
experience to act in mine and my family’s best interest. | would highly Google ﬂ @ @, AYeII,cm*

recommend her legal services to anyone.”

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733
Email enquiries@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk
Address 18 Severnside South, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DX

BILL'S QUALITY METALWORK
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports,
Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service.
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914
Office for a free quote
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FOR ALL YOUR ACCOUNTANCY REQUIREMENTS

|:a| rway www.fairway-accountants.co.uk
Accountants

Head Office: 01299 822283 Simon Hector: 07896 439594
team@fairway-net.co.uk sih@fairway-net.co.uk

GCarole Go@éom - Tuneral
Gelebrant
07977 573790. - 071587 $90007
WWW/%&%@MW
Tore aﬁe/zm/m/, é&fmcﬁe/‘mm

8 CARPENTRY SERVICES

Fully insured qualified professional
Excellent workmanship and quality customer care
From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects

[
Tim Clare - 07890 519930
vs AMY's FooT HEALTH | | WILMAS CLEANING

@ FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
AMY FRANCE DipFHP, MCFH

Services include: IB““ING SEn“IcEs

¢ Routine Nail Trimming » Thick Nail Reduction

» Callus Reduction * Ingrown Nail Treatment Experienced cleaner, very trustworthy and

e Corn Treatment e Cream and Massage I;e;Lal;r%plftganliywﬁgdgéflligr?‘]oau\{';irigg:zavggEg;;su

» Fungal Infection » Medical Pedicure and weekend's times/days flexible. .
Treatment * Pedicure References are available upon request. &

2 (r:rrs;-:::s?d Dryieal 7 k;)::;gl;q BricROoE Please contact me for further details on

07891416477
01299 272 941

MOBILE: 07925 236221 ASK FOR AMY OR LEAVE A MESSAGE
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Doddington
Lodge

Pesidentiol Core —)L/Mua.

living with us

at Doddington Lodge

Core and formithe ot doteart

We would like to welcome you and your family to
Doddington Lodge, our newly renovated, privately
owned residential and dementia care home in
the historic, tranquil hamlet of Doddington, Nr
Cleobury Mortimer. Located on the beautiful
Worcestershire & Shropshirc boarder, providing
picturesque views from every aspect of our home.

With a modern bistro dining room and bar with a
delicious daily menu created by our accomplished
chef. Individually designed spacious double rooms,
allowing couples to stay together or beautiful single
ZCo8 Yy o L 8
rooms all with en-suites and stunning countryside
views. Even a hairdressing salon for a little pampering
to provide a place of well-being.

Doddington Lodge is a place where friendships are
made and special moments are shared. We organise

any fun activities that everyone can get involved
with, whether that’s a sing along, arts and crafts,
collecting fresh veg from the allotment or just simply
helping each other with a crossword in our daily
newspaper. Each day is different, we certainly have
many happy moments...

Our home is a loving community and family, where
you can consider Doddington Lodge a home away
from home. We will provide you with all the key
information, guiding you through every step of the
process, whether you are staying with us for a short
or long stay.

Wishing all our Friends, Families and Community a

Wonderful Christmas, Filled with Love and Laughter.

As we approach the end of the year, all of us at
Doddington Lodge would like to take a moment to wish
you'a very Merry Christmas filled with love, laughter, and
joy. We are grateful for everyone’s support this year.

We hope that the spirit of the season fills your hearts and
homes with warmth and happiness. May this Christmas
bring you all the happiness and blessings you deserve, and
may the new year bring you hope, peace, and prosperity.

Thank you for being a part of our home and for your
continuous support. We look forward to continuing to
grow our community together in the coming year.

Best wishes from the Doddington Lodge Team.

www.doddingtonlodge.com | E: enquiries@doddingtonlodge.com | T: 01584 707084
8 8 2 8 8

0000

E@M\.&Vﬂé&'l/ fﬂr dzﬁ‘f{({w‘ wg

Doddington Lodge, Residential Care Home, Doddington, Nr Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire DY 14 0H]J.
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Join us for a warm cup of cheer
and plenty of laughs at our
monthly Doddington Lodge
Coffee Mornings!

Every 2nd Friday of the month, come
together with residents, family & friends over
tea or coffee. Enjoy freshly baked cakes as well

as the Doddington Lodge monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person — including your

beverage and slice of cake — join us for our

get-together on Friday, January 12th, 2024,
from 10 am until midday.

We look forward to seeing you!

- TEAM SPOTLIGHT

Meet Lorraine, our amazing Receptionist and Home Administrator at

-Doddington Lodge! Her journey here began during the pandemic, but she

= has never looked back since joining the team three years ago. Her role is to

welcome people with warmth and kindness which she does everyday with
compassion and a smile. Lorraine helps to host fun events throughout the year

with team members she feels are now, lifelong friends. Lorraine’s inspiring

. journey is a testament to the fact that with determination, hard work, and

kindness, we can all make a positive impact on the world around us. Her love
for her community and the joy she brings to Doddington Lodge everyday
are what makes her truly special. Let’s all be inspired by Lorraine to spread

kindness and dedication wherever we go!

www.doddingtonlodge.com | E: enquiries@doddingtonlodge.com | T: 01584 707084
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DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY CLARION : JANUARY 22ND
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury
Mortimer,

Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642Mobile: 07410 977 212 E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from: Londis, Cleoburrs, Cleobury Cafe,
Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The Library.
And out in the county:

Heath Farm Meats, Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The Colliers Cafe, Sun &
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Mahorall
Cider Farm; Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live,
Neen Sollars; Eagle & Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington,
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage, Neen Sollars and Stottesdon.

urrrfect
Cattery

Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy

fully licenced by Shropshire Council
visit our website: www.purrrfectcattery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcattery.co.uk
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SET & COSTUME DESIGNER

_SUE CONDIE

*4 REGAL

TENBURY WELLS

l” | Men's

Sheds
Association

Email thecwcafe@gmail.com to book

We are really happy to announce that we are adding to our Men’s Shed. We
now have workshops on a Tuesday and a Thursday 10.30 till 12.30 Last
session of the year to be on 14™ December.

We are looking for people to join our Knit and Natter afternoons on a
Tuesday 1.30 till 4.00

< il DS B

TEL: []7984 354682 [ COTUECHCAFE EMAIL: TUECWCAFE OGMAIL.COM PARK ALLEY, BEWDLEY. WWWTHEEWEAFE UK
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CARTER’S ANTIQUES ,‘&

We are looking to purchase all manner of
antiques, jewellery, coins, medals
and curiosities.

For a free valuations kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792
Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com

1/ g

Alan Smith Aerials

Digital TV Installations.

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house.

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off
payment, No contract or subscription required.

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room.

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and
insured installer.

01299 270007 or 07970 675728

= Wataﬁe Ta_ylbr Dip CFHP MPS Pract.
Specialist Foot Health Practitioner

Specialising in:-
In-growing toenails
Fungal infections
Nail trimming
Verruccae
Calluses
Corns
All from the comfort of your own home.
If you would like to make an appointment,
| please call on 07779 113982 or 01584 890112

*fﬂlhll{‘r‘whlll‘ﬁ

Digide Renovation

I'mee Burgerv, Hard Landscaping
Slabbing and Fencing

Decking, Roofing

Comiract Mowing

Call for a free quotation

R. Price £ Sons
Mioblla: 07967 140720 Emall: rogericountry-skills.co.uk

- Y4 Claire 5/‘61//@%
y /'E 0 Floral ﬂa&y/(&

&

Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and
funeral flowers

-

nner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

Christmas workshops available

’ Email:clairebradleyl@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

SINGING LESSONS

Professional singer and
experienced teacher recently
moved to this area
Vacancies available
All styles, ages, standards welcome
Contact Angela Kazimierczuk on
07870 506655

b —d B =1 =1 &

Domestic oil-fired boiler breakdown
& maintenance services.

27 years'field-service experience with leading
UK boiler manufacturer Worcester Bosch.
Donovan Taylor
Tel: 01299 828670 or 07807 837040
donovan.taylor@sky.com
www.greenstar-boiler-repairs.com

Caring about your environment and providing an honest,
professional & reliable service you can trust
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Tree Stump Removal
Commercial and residential.

Fully insured, qualified and professional.
Your property left neat and tidy.
Happy to give quotes with no obligation.
Ring Sam: 07787095668 or 01299832549

Email: sam@gwstumpremoval.co.uk
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Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood

Opening Hours
Wed 8am to 5.30pm, Thurs 8am to 7pm, Fri 8am to 5.30pm, Sat 8am to 12.30pm
Straight from Our Farm to Table
We rear & sell all our own beef, pork, lamb & mutton through our shop on farm.
We also make our own flavoured sausages, burgers, home cured bacon,

BAGGINSWOOD gammon etc. No order to large or small.
Baggswood, Clevbuey Mockmer Hams @ All Poultry @ Honey @ Mawley Milk & Cream @ Ashley’s Cakes & Bread @
Ne. Kidderminser Worcs DV14 SNB Jams @ Eggs @ Cheeses @ Apple Juice @ Potatoes @ Meat Pies ¢ Sticks & Logs
Telephione, 01746 718732

Telephone 01746 718732 with your order to arrange a date & time for collection

THE SHOE BOX NEWS

Hi, people who know of Carolyn and me, I'm sorry to say that we shall have to relinquish
our role as supporters of the Teddy Trust and the Shoebox appeal. It's been a hard decision,

but I have decided to spend more time at home and focus on other issues.

We have met so many fine people during our involvement with these two charities, that it'll
be a wrench to stop this work, but needs must. We have decided that this will be our last
year, so I will try to find people to take on our various roles. Many thanks to all who have
helped the cause.

Regards from Keith and Carolyn Balmer. Happy Christmas and a happy new year.

Ps if you might be interested in helping either of these causes then give me a call via my e
mail: balmeruk@gmail.com

Family run business of 30 years, call us for a free no
obligation quote
Finance available, buy now and pay later

; 5 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR
‘ Phone: 01562 822855 — Email: sales@twshqg.com
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The Things I Learned About
Gardening (& Other Things) in 2023

For reasons too boring to get into right
now, 2023 is the year where I suddenly
found myself with a lot more time on my
hands. This, I must emphasise, is a good
thing (although my wife, who now sees a lot
more of me, may disagree).

You'd be quite right in thinking that
cutting back my hours at the office would
free up some time to tame the wilderness
that is my garden. A couple of leisurely
hours a day would suffice, right? Well, here's
the thing about nature—it abhors a vacuum.
And my garden, sensing my newfound
availability, has decided to party like it's
1999. The more time I have, the more the
weeds flourish, branches encroach/crash to
the floor, and as for the flower beds? Well,
they resemble the aftermath of a particularly
raucous toddler's birthday party.

Speaking of timing, here’s a curious
thing. On days when I'm brimming with
gardening gusto, ready to roll up my sleeves
and dive into the long list of jobs I need to
tackle, the heavens inevitably open. As
we’ve all witnessed over the last few
months, a deluge/downpour of biblical
proportions is now a pretty much daily
occurrence. Conversely, when I'm inclined
to lounge indoors with a cuppa, the sun
blazes in full glory. It would appear that the
weather and my gardening moods are
destined never to synchronise. I wonder if
Monty Don has this problem?

Something else I've learned this year is
that planting tulips—or any bulbs, really—is
akin to setting up an all-you-can-eat buffet
for the local squirrel population. They don't
just nibble - they feast. The net result? My
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carefully planned tulip display is decidedly
patchy - it's male pattern baldness in tulip
form.

Next, we move on to the greenhouse, my
‘happy place’. Earlier this year, I spent an
entire day in there, power-washing the glass,
retouching the paint, and generally giving it
more TLC than I do our house. Fast forward
a few weeks, and it's as if a green-tinted
curse has been cast upon it. The once-clear
glass is now covered in algae, making me
wonder if the cleaning spree was a fever
dream. I went forward one step and was
immediately shoved back two.

And don’t get me started on the whole
'‘grow your own veg' movement. It's all well
and good until you realise how much effort
goes into growing what amounts to three
salads and a side dish. My exceptions?
Tomatoes and, on a good day, chillies.
They're like the least demanding pets you
could ask for: a bit of water, some sunshine,
and voila, you're practically a farmer. My
advice? Stay away from anything trickier
than that and visit the marvellous local
farmers’ markets instead. Problem solved.

So, in conclusion, gardening in 2023 has
yet again taught me a plethora of lessons,
some about plants, but most about life and
its quirks. It's muddy, wet, sometimes
frustrating, but ultimately rewarding (well,
some of the time). It's an enduring passion
that I can’t imagine not having in my life, so
bring on the lessons of 2024!

Merry Christmas, and have a wonderful,
safe and happy New Year.

Simon Morton
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BATHROOMS

‘ REWVIVE
07971 361901 or 01299 832484

Complete Bathroom Installations
Bathroom Refurbishment or Repairs

Wet Rooms
Professional Wall and Floor Tiling
For a quality and guaranteed service, call Stuart for a free quote
Highly Recommended / References available - see my reviews on www.freeindex.co.uk

FOR THE BATHROOM YOU DESERVE!

Paul Harding

»

* Tree surgery and felling
e Woodland thinning & maintenance
¢ Hedge trimming & grass cutting
e Supplier of hardwood logs, kindling and garden bark
*NPTC certified fully insured. Domestic and commercial work undertaken.
Tel 01584 890 993 Mob 07970 878 224

Hollywaste Holiday Lets

Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) cottage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury Mortimer. Fully equipped kitchen,
open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC. Includes Freesat and fast WiFi. There are enclosed & open
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beautiful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
Staycations, Pamper weekends , Shooting weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends,
Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!

If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and time frame.

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE
Providing a thorough nail and foot

Reflexology is a non-invasive form of complementary medi&ne. t
care treatment in the comfort of your

involves a method of treatment in which pressure is applied to the
feet or hands to treat a wide range of ailments and is effective in
promoting deep relaxation and well-being. own h ome

5
.

MO

by,

.:,_,}. Glenys Turpin Reflexology

THE BRITT

Registered and insured practitioner.
For more help and information contact Glenys... STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dlp RFHP
07794 022 618

5 New Road, Cleobury Mortimer. glenturp@hotmail.co.uk 07763 332759

Member of The British Reflexology Association

Reflexology does not claim to cure, diagnose or prescribe. It may be
used alongside orthodox medicine and may be helpful with stress
related symptoms and other conditions.

Diploma of The Bayly School of Reflexology ,
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CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND

Pop inside before you pop online!
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer
Tel: 01299 489590

ﬂ 80 U rrS EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS!

We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days

Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

BODEN & SON Milk est. 2013

Not only do we deliver fresh Mawley Milk from the farm to your doorstep,
we also deliver: cream , eggs, butter, fruit juice & now.....

/1 4 Ashley’s fresh bread

N~

Telephone: 01584 891550

EMAIL boden6400@gmail.com

Hobbs Building Services

P s ¥

<]

EST 25Years.

A Total Plastering, Maintenance and Building Service for your home,
business and outbuildings.

Insurance work undertaken

Emergency call out service for general plumbing, roofing, boarding up damaged doors and
windows. For a free quote please call;

lan on; 07967190742

Email: hobbsbuildingservice@yahoo.co.uk Or Call/Text Kelly on; 07790085307

BESPOKE YOGA TUITION

Relax Breathe Stretch Tone
One to one Yoga lessons
BWY trained teacher with over 15 years
experience

Can travel to your home

Angela Kazimierczuk
07870 506655
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RaChEI Siddall DipCFHP, MPSPract

Footcare in the privacy of your own

home: ®
o %
o
Nail trimming -
Ingrowing toenails
Corn removal .
[ IR

Thickening nails

Callus reduction ..‘
Verruca treatment :
Diabetic foot care

07478 007913
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NHS & private eye tests ¢ FREE children’s glasses

FREE NHS glasses ¢ Home visits

FROM Opening Times-
£49.95
COMPLETE Tuesday  gam-1pm
Zpam-5pm
Wednesday gam-1pm
Epim-5pim
Thursday gam-ipm
FROM FROM Zpam-Sprm
£79.95 £99 95 Friday  10am-Zpm
COMP'LETE COMPLETE
: Saturday gami-1pm

www.cleoburyopticians.co.uk
16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster

DY14 8BX

Tel: 01299 270012

outlook.com

Email: cleoburyopticians

Tel: 07854 032750

CARPENTRY

All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

Email: duncpearcel@gmail.com

Stewart Mumford Architectural Services

E}cspakc Architecture

established links with other consiruction professionals to ensure
comprehensive packages specifically tailored to individual needs.

Initial comsultation free of charge.
Specialist in Works to Listed Buildings, Affordable Houses,

Crpen Market Houses, House Exlension and Alteration, Bamn
Conversion and Commercial Projects,

Great value personal service backed up with extensive local knowledge,

T: 1299 271068
M Q7977 921038
E: office@stewartmumford.co.uk
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== A M Plumbing & Heating
il
*General plumbing *Oftec approved
*Bathrooms *Qil boilers
*Hot water cylinders *Servicing HURLEY HOMES LTD
*Central heating *Power flushing Building &

Carpentry Services

Call Today: 07565 181554 Tel - 07752 463 651

Email - hurleyhomesltd@outlook.com

uali We source our wood from a
reputable and sustainable source.
ﬁreWOOd Can deliver up to 20 mile radius from

Bayton (DY 14 9NA).

for Sale We can do multiple and large loads.

Please call to enquire on pricing.

John Edwards 07531025018

Cleobury Chiropody A Round Of Appaws .

Janet Manley

Professional Dog Groomer
Qualified Chiropodist

MSSCh. MBChA C&G Levels 2 & 3 Diploma
o1 Tinan BSYA (reflex) REIKI Master
H.C.P.C Number CH22527 o * Fu"y Insured f b k
« % Call or text Jules on e —

Tetei- 01299-272841 2 Wetbiry Road. - & O]
Mob:- 07805-268439 Kidderminster, 07368359144 qnmwmo
e e Dy e aroundofappaws1@gmail.com

A. Farr Painting & %

Decorating

Give your home a beautiful new look....

Contact;

andyfarr12345@gmail.com 07815 855340
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MRS GRUMPY

Good news about the care government is
taking with our tax cash. The Home Office has
recently paid £15.3 million for a disused
prison in Bexhill for use as accommodation for
asylum seekers. Sounds reasonable until you
see that the seller paid £6 million for the site a
year ago using a company set up just a month
before. I think the term 'Saw them coming'
applies although, unsurprisingly, the Home
Office wouldn't comment on the deal. Still, it's
only taxpayers money so no problem...

Ten police forces in England and Wales have
been involved in a three month experiment
which targeted areas with high levels of anti
social behaviour by mounting extra police
patrols. The result?, a decrease  in such
behaviour of up to 36%. Who knew?. The
exercise cost £20 million but most people
could have told them that this would be the
case for nothing. I'm not sure how much the
people thinking up these schemes are being
paid but whatever it is, it's too much. Will
these results mean a change in approach or
will it just be swept under the carpet like most
innovations. You choose...

So, Suella Braverman has finally got the boot
after a series of disagreements with Rishi and
Party policies. She is clearly not amused and
has vented her spleen in a three page letter to
the PM which pulls no punches. Just in case he
isn't aware of it, there is an old saying that
goes: 'Hell hath no fury like a woman
spurned' so keep watching your back Rishi...

Elsewhere in the reshuffle, Steve Barclay is
appointed Environment Minister replacing the
hopeless Therese Coffey He will be the 7t
incumbent since 2018 so I wonder how long
he will last. True to form, he has little
experience in that area so I don't think we can
expect any 'blue sky' thinking. In his case,
there is another area of concern as his wife is
an executive of Anglian Water, a company
currently under investigation for illegal
sewage spills. As her job title includes 'Head

Cleobury Clarion - December 2023/ January 2024

of Major Infrastructure Projects' she may be in
a position to help with his research into the
dire state of our rivers and coastlines and how
this happened (or maybe not...). It has also
been revealed that he has had a donation of
£3000 from a climate change sceptic
organisation, so if the zero emissions
programme is toned down and sewage — sorry
- water companies are let off the hook, you
may have a clue why.

Worrying news from Iceland about potential
volcanic activity with photos of huge cracks
and collapses of road surfaces. I understand
that these pictures did actually come friom
Iceland and weren't taken in Shropshire to
save money..Having said that, the A4117
resurfacing to Far Forest has been done very
well so it was worth the loooong wait. It's just
a shame that the stretch around Henley has
been badly battered by the floods and I
wonder how long it will be before that is
properly fixed. I see the government has
announced that £830 million will be allocated
to fix potholes nationally but am I alone in
thinking that little of Shropshire's share will
escape from the Shrewsbury Triangle?...

There has been much publicity recently about
'Courier Fraud' in Shropshire. This involves
criminals ringing householders saying that
they are police officers investigating crime
connected with the their bank account and
asking them to transfer funds or supply PIN
numbers etc. People are urged to treat such
calls with caution as police will never request
such details over the phone. Frankly, it should
be obvious to most people that this is suspect
as the words 'police', 'investigating' and
'crime' appearing in the same sentence is a
clear red flag. Recent experience around here
has shown that getting police to investigate
any crime is like pulling teeth, so a situation
where a proactive approach is being taken is
clearly ludicrous and should be treated as
such. Ariadne ]. Grumpy
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Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

At Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club we believe that a really enjoyable golf day takes more than just a
great golf course.We make sure that your whole experience, from the friendly welcome in the golf
shop to your drinks and meal in our relaxed clubhouse, is all part of a day you'll remember.

L) sky
sports

S

A
Lodges

S

/

Everyone Welcome

Membership available.

Just some of the many benéefits of joining Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

- Access to full length 27- hole golf course
- Opportunity to achieve and maintain a handicap
- Family, Friendly Environment

- Playing opportunities at all times of the week
- A range of competitive opportunities
- Open dawn to dusk 363 days a year.

We look forward to meeting you at Shropshire’s friendliest golf club.

S Mory, (“}) © 01299 271 112 (ext 1)
s, /- © pro@cleoburygolfclub.com
:("-Eﬂ Y {

) > CleohuryMortimer’
B RS 80LF ﬂv[:ﬂ[lEI'ﬂ’f © www.cleoburygolfclub.com

f;ruu}\\\‘

J
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Clarion Recommended Reads

‘Being Handy’ is a lovely, friendly story of a local man, Syd Handy, who
didn’t pass the old Eleven Plus exams but had an appetite for work and
just got on with life. And a fine job he made of it, from humble beginnings 7
helping his parents as they struggled with making a living early in the
1940s and war, looking, asking and learning as he went along. Nobody’s
fool, he saved until he could afford an old van to help deliver goods and
animals, then moving on and buying better. Always busy, always helpful,
always making a little something for himself. He married a lady who he
says “..enriched and enhanced my life and who I miss every hour of every
day.” That tells you a lot about Syd and the friendships he’s built through
the years - and the brave way he’s faced up to cancer late in life, telling us
all to get it seen to as soon as it shows. A good book, more than affordable
at £6.99 and available through his friend Tony Smith, whose email is s SR
smith197@internet.com. Typical of Syd, for every book sold there’s 50p
paid to a polio charity.

Life and Times

W Syd Handy

“Africa, A Creative Journey” by
local artist Shelly Perkins is simply
Africa I A Creative Journey a masterwork‘ of her diverse télents.
. Ky Shely Perking ol It tells of her time photographing,

X BIAL watching, sketching and then back
in her studio painting detailed
works of the many animals she has
studied. It's no surprise this work
was BBC Wildlife Magazine’s Book
of the Month back in September. On
top of all the talents listed above,
she has a gentle way with writing
that makes you want to see more. I
ordered a copy as soon as I knew it
was coming and have been just
delighted with it. £35 for this much
quality is more than a bargain. She’s
on artbyshelly@googlemail.com

o

A

X

‘The Apples and Orchards of Worcestershire” by Wade Muggleton
is a fascinating trip through a county renowned for its fruit. You
have to read this book, or listen to one of Wade’s detailed lectures
to realise how many different strains there are, most of them named
after the village where that fruit was developed or the man who
grafted two types to produce something novel, previously
unknown.

Wade digs into social and farming history, tells how the arrival of
the railway in the Vale of Evesham led to a boost in demand as fresh l\
fruit could be in London overnight. My late father-in-law came from
Evesham smallholder stock, but opted for an easier life where an
overnight frost could wipe out a year’s crop. Hard time for growers, L
great history to read. This book is currently out of print, but if you ) A County Pomona
see a copy at a local sale, buy it, read it and wonder.

The Apples and Orchards
of Worcestershire

Wade Muggleton
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More Clarion Smalls

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE e T
— a\“: DY14 8LW
No ladders or scaffolding needed. e e e 07825030607 )
Can reach any awkward place. Little Detton wwwlittledetton.co.
Free delivery for
All residential and commercial Home Grown Meats orders over £30
within 10 miles

Rare Breed Beef, Lamb, & Pork, Sausages,
Bacon & Gammon, Free Range Chicken
See us at the Farmers Market

Competitive rates

Call lan on 07870384096

HIS & HERS Washing Machine

Repairs and Sales

Dog Grooming Parlour JULIAN BREAKWELL
Telephone 07791 633 746

All breeds and _ Repairs to all makes, including
Cross breeds professionally Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and
Trimmed and Groomed Hotpoint
J. A. Guest NO CALL OUT CHARGE
Tel: 07790 796 027 FIXED LABOUR COST
PAUL LYNCH PLASTERING SERVICES
Eve r Afte r Recently relocated. Offering all aspects
B " [P of plastering.including making and
L] After school clu
e Holiday club 24U funding repairing mouldings, cornices, etc.
#  “Forest schools” Age ranges: 3 H .
et months o 11 Fully insured, references available.
07890 049 592
Day Nursery
Cleobury Mortimer or
Please contact us on 01299 272 777
Or Call in to see us anytime.
Friendly, Caring”Envtironment forytthe Community 01299 272931
Piano tutor S. L. CARTER
. ; PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND
Francis Engleheart
DECORATOR
All ages — I specialise in teaching adults
. ) ) PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND
without previous experience GLAZING
1 come to you CLEOBURY MORTIMER
5 oh p r TEL: 01299 272868
07710 288526 fengleheart@hotmail.com MOBILE: 07815 483 029
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fSEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
CHARI_ES I\/IAIDEI\I
Waste Dlsposal Ltd

Routine & Emergency emptying of Domestic & Commercial:-

SEPTIC TANKS
TREATMENT PLANTS
ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS
BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE

GREASE TRAPS
Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire & Worcestershire.

Call us now for your free quote.

01885 482305

info@charlesmaidenbromyard.co.uk
www.charlesmaidenbromyard.co.uk

- Station yard, Station road,
= Woofferton, Ludlow SY8 4AW

LUDLOW o 07805 312168

SA I-\’A(: |E @ 1valowsalvage@gmail.com

~ Est 2017 ~ o /ludlowsalvage

Reclaimed Building Materials /ludlowsalvage
and Architectural Antiques

WWW.LUDLOWSALVAGE.CO.UK

/‘ OIL BOILER ENGINEER

i, BRI . Boiler servicing & repairs
PLUMBING & HEATING . Worcester Bosch installer
. General plumbing work

07974121297 billejprown75@gmail.com @wbrownplumbingheating
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CM BESPOKE CARE LTD.

Ground Floor Office Suite,
Upper Baveney Park,
Cleobury Mortimer,

Kidderminster,
DY14 8LF

W worcestershire m \lf
D

e

CARE I o0

Pgulsted try

Q CareQuality

TOTAL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

A
Fireplaces built for multi-fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor

Mobile: 07944 074540 Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk

CM AURICULAR REALTHCARE
SERVICES FREE

FOR ALL CLIENTS!
Ear Health Checks

Wax Removal

Hearing Screenings
+ Much More

Email: cmhespokecare@outiook.com @ /cmbespokecare

Tel: 01746 118816 K3 /cmBesnokecare

E.PURSLOW & SON LTD

Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies
Approved Coal Merchant
Calor Gas Stockists
Tarmacadam Specialists
Car Parks and Driveways
Constructed.

TEL: 01299 270314

firew&6d

Do you need a dependable consistent quality supply of
seasoned or kiln dried hardwood and softwood firewood?

Cut and split to suit and delivered in breathable
1.2-cubic metre bags, so no need to restack.

Mavsreaed VAL
LUaviQ vv.

|

el

Small delivery vehicle, fitted with crane,
can deliver to most locations and situations.

CALL DAVID TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS:
Mobile: 07866 441154

i 1 FLOWERS by FIONA
. o 07875-077941

A

SPECIAL OCCASIONS
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

FBK ~ Instagram ~ WhatsApp

Page 48
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Clarion Clippings. - The Local News

MELVILLE
METHODIST

CHURCH
13th December: Christmas
Soup Lunch, thank you to all
who have supported us this
last year. Please don't just turn
up for this Soup lunch as
booking are full. Please note
there will be no Soup Lunch in
January.
18th December 6.00pm Farlow
C of E Primary school, Farlow
Parish Church and Melville
Methodist Church are hosting
Live Nativity, the story will
begin outside Melville Chapel,
then we will walk to Farlow
and Oreton Village Hall with
the Donkey = where we will
complete the Nativity Story.
There will be Carols Around
the Christmas Tree, Mulled
wine, Hot Chocolate and
Mince pies will be served. If
wet we will meet in the Village
Hall. Donation to a charity to
be decided. Please join us for
this Festive evening.

14th January 2024 Coffee
Morning at Melville 10a.m to
12noon.

Melville members wish
everyone who has supported
us this Year a Happy
Christmas and a Peaceful New
Year. Happy Christmas to you.
Ruth Downes

THE READING

GROUP
‘Brave New World” by Aldous
Huxley, published in 1932, is a
bizarre and chilling look into
the future, the consequences of
science and technology eerily
possible. How many of the
scientific details would be
possible? Unfortunately
beyond our gathering’s

knowledge. Extremely thought
provoking, it provided us with
a lively evening. One person
found it deeply offensive
whilst  the overall comment
was depressing. We pondered
the reason it was written, was
it a wake-up call to the
population or just his
imagination running wild?
Several of the group had read
the book before and found
they had changed their
original ideas about it, not for
the better. The different levels
of artificially produced
humanity reminded us of
today's class system, always
some at the top. Would it be
good to be eternally happy
relying on drugs? We voted for
freedom of thought and
experiencing different
emotions. Not a favourite book
or recommended for
enjoyment. Our next book is
The Gallows Pole and
meetings are planned for Dec.
18th and Jan. 15th,

Deana Kimber 01299271754

WOOD WORDS FOR
BOWLERS

Greetings to all bowlers and of
course all readers of the
Cleobury Clarion.

With the green now well and
truly “tucked up” for the
winter months, little news to
report on the bowling front.

A reminder to all interested in
playing bowls that overall
information is available on
websites, Bowls.co.uk, Bowls
Development Alliance or
British Crown Green Bowls
association and the club
website cleoburybowls.org.uk
or contact number below
Yours in bowls
Smiffy 07494 016137...
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CHRISTMAS COFFEE

MORNING
Cleeton St Mary and
Silvington Village Hall have a
Coffee Morning on December
2nd, from 10.00 to 12.00 noon.

All proceeds will go to the
repair fund for Cleeton St
Mary church.

CHANGES ALL

We should all know this
happy, smiling face. It's Ann
Cuckson, partner in the family
catering business up on the
Tenbury Road industrial area.

The main business when
they started 18 or so years ago
was to supply local pubs and
food outlets, but with the
coming of Covid and so many
places cutting back or closing,
things have changed a lot.

So the concentration has
moved to seafood and frozen
food of all sorts for the busy
family. They can serve you at
the warehouse or deliver if
you need a lot for a party. You
say, they’ll do.

You'll find full details on
Page 60, because we couldn’t
get her picture and that on the
same page. She’s lovely and
friendly, with a lot of good
stuff to offer.
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We are a friendly Shropshire based architectural practice with plenty of
expenence in all kinds of residential projects large and small.

Using the latest 3D software package and technology we can turn your virtual
dream home into a reality.

Contact us now on 07825 759484 or email
julie@severnarchitects.co.uk
for your consultation

> Do - s
« A S s I D _ !
o ~ i t Al il
& . e el .
. .
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. =
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The uuard Houss, Cleobury Mortimer, DY‘n4 QBD

F[] @w
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2
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% r’\
X | . ﬁ
Our Architectural Design Services incluce

Design & Feasibility Studies
Chartered Practice

General project Advice

3D Modelling

2D CAD Drawing

Planning Advice and Submissions
Building Regulation Applications
Tender & Construction Drawings
Contract & Project Management

KIDDEHHINSI
SELF STORAGE |

Page 50

KIDDERMINSTER
JINISTORAGE AND REMOVALS

STORAGE
Free insurance . Flexible Terms
Fixed Price Guarantee . No hidden costs

REMOVALS
Professional Removal Service
Est. over 25 years

PACKAGING MATERIALS
Boxes, Bubblewrap, Tape Etc. for sale
Free local deliveries on orders over £20

01562 744088

www.kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk

Unit 11 Finepoint Way, Stourport Road, Kidderminter DY11 7FB

info@kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk
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. Home Support Services
/- All staff enhanced DBS checked with over 20yrs experience and training within the

Live Life @ Home local authority/social services mainstream and dementia care sector. Fully insured.

Are vou in need of support with the following basic day to day tasks?

Assistance during the day or night Completing Forms
Companionship Pet Care

Shopping/Household tasks Attending social events/ appointments
Contact Liz Contact Tracey

Tel: 01299 271623 Other support services available on request. Tel: 01299 211660
Mob:07826 929222 Mob:07957 659909

| liz@livelifeqthome.couk www.livelifeathome.co.uk tracev@livelifeatt :

LEWIS
BOOK YOUR @ OTORSO

KINLET
® 01299 841 391

-llllllll-

SERVICING & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES & MODELS
W Clutches & Cambelts W Exhausts, Batteries & Tyres ® Wheel Alignment
W Diagnostics W Recovery B Welding

KINLET C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Love to Learn — Learn to Love

¢ Qutdoor play areas * Small family atmosphere

¢Kind — Inspire — Nurturing — Learning — Eco-friendly -Teamwork

www.Kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk admin@Kkinlet.shropshire.sch.uk
Telephone: 01299 841210
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N.R. Evans Landscaping > 4

Picket fencing
Stock fencing

Grass cutting b Fencing, including:
Strimming ° Panel fencing
. ° Post and rail fencing
hedge cutting .
o

garden and site clearance
domestic and commercial customers welcome

Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance

Booton Brothers

Construction

Rich: 07445298747 Mike: 07853225401
bootonbrothers@outlook .com
All building work undertaken

Elite Sweeps & HETAS Stove Installer

v Prompt, reliable & friendly service.
¥v" Cowls and Chimney Pots fitted.
¥ Fully qualified and fully insured.
¥ Guild certificates issued after every sweep.
¥ HETAS Approved Installer.

J)k.

3

Call Eddie 299 382222 / 07895 612915 ;‘62 T

-9 : ~ .;, o
wwweliresweeps.co.uk YEEe HHAS parsiyg

YOU CAM
T T

[.LP.T. GROUND SOLUTIONS

Over 30 /years experience

For all pipe installations: For all your ground needs
eSewage *Storm drainage Contact lan on:
*Blockage/Repairs Ditches T: 07870 384 096
Grass Cutting / Hedge Trimming E: ian.ptaylor@yahoo.com
oDriveways eGround clearance W: iptgroundsolutions.co.uk
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m REUPHOLSTERY SERVICES:
+ AUTOMOTIVE
* CARAVANS
* CAMPER VANS

* TRADITIONAL & MODERN

EVE RYT H l NG * COMMERCIAL & BESPOKE
* DOMESTIC
l N I E R l O R * CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
(in partnership with WE GLEAM)

U P H O L S T E R Y OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CONTACT US TODAY

Unit 19 Old Station Business Park, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8SY
07961 712683 / 07961 792103
www.everythinginterior.co.uk
email: everythinginterior@outlook.com
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Bespoke framing and mounting for:
*  Artwork

« Photographs

« Canvases

The Framing Studio
Cleobury Mortimer

Paul Serrell-Cooke
07791 378240

Bringing artwork and images to life

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly
qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128 ( C ial
to arrange a free financial review or visit: ) onsequentla

PLANNING LTD
WWWw.cnhsq.co.uk
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

COMMUNITIES

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY

01299 272301

Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE

PC Wayne Strangwood

07773 054 587

wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES

Fiona McCallum

07805 737 555

theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS

Lowri Hughes

cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

CRIMESTOPPERS

0800 555 111

Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report
any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE

0800 783 1359

Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL

01584 878046

Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MARKET HALL Kim 01299 272732
MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.
SHROP DOC 111

Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED

Pete Blackburn

07776 243 584

petblack@me.com

THE PHARMACY

01299 270219

Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers
prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Angela Flowers

01299 270318

Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND

Rosemary Abbiss

01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk .Dorothy 01299 271154 C]eobury C()untry Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri.
MeBride www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre
on the first Monday of the month
POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church

Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT

Mark Greaves

07828 116810

mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH
FORUM

01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME

01299 666119

Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL

0345 678 9007

The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES

Severn Trent

0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH

Pastor E Stirrup

01562 630595

Sunday services at 10.30
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. Burning Blocks

4 www.burningblocks.co.uk ‘N
s
Soup ruet Soup ruEt

A safe and easy to use alternative for logs for both wood stoves and open fires

2 F4
k7 &
% &

° Easy to light / roaring fire in under 5 mins
Discount for local ° Easy to stack / 10kg packs UK wide
,Jelivery guote: ° High heat / similar to coal on output delivery available,
fa"m&ﬂo a;‘ the o Each briquette lasts over an hour aprox. 2 days
u o Low moisture / 8% moisture maximum
o Store undercover

buy online at www.burningblocks.co.uk

For more information:-
Email: burningblocks@gmail.com Website: www.burningblocks.co.uk FB: https://www.facebook.com/burningblocksbriquettes

> The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep

+ Traditional & Power Sweeping Services
Certified Chimney Sweep
Insurance Recognised certificate issued

M: 07752 116629 T:01584 781358 E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

07949 318014 ludlowfirewood@gmail.com

/ludlowfirewood /ludlowfirewood

Station yard, Station road, Woofferton, Ludlow SY8 4AW
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EnergyZone

Our Services About us

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years.

Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy.

EV CHARGERS

The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
AIR SOURCE Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
HEAT PUMPS the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!

What can EnergyZone Offer?
GROUND SOURCE e With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
HEAT PUMPS with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
e Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
BATTERIES much you could save.
e Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
VENTILATION independent from the grid.
e Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water

UNDERFLOOR cylinders.
HEATING ¢ Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives.
e Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

RADIATORS

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!

: . e :
For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations: k 01299 270011

K M sales@energyzone.co.uk
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THE CLARION SOCIAL CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY

Sat. 2nd 10.00 Coffee Morning at Cleeton St Mary and Silvington Village Hall. PAGE 49
5.00? Christmas Lights switched on and Cleobury Concert Brass provide the music PAGE 5
Sun. 3rd 10.00 Footpath Association Country Walk, starting from the Parish Church
11.00. Family Christmas Fair at Kinlet Village Hall. PAGE 11
Tue. 5th 7.00 Cleobury W.I. Christmas Dinner at the Market Hall. PAGE 15

Wed. 6th GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY
6.00 to 7.00. Late Night at the Food Bank in the Market Hall
7.30 Photography Club Fun Night at the Market Hall
7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Thu. 7th All Day! Vote to support the Neighbourhood Plan PAGE7
Mon. 11th 7.30 Cleobury Gardeners Christmas Social, St Elizabeth’s Hall, Lower Street. PAGE 19
Wed. 13th DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
10.00 Walking for Health step out from the Market Hall, Church Street.
10.00. CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall. Great chat and value!
Melville Church Christmas Soup Lunch
Thu. 14th Neen Savage W.I. invite you for for a Pot Lunch PAGE 15
Fri. 15th 09.00. Carer Support Group meets at St Mary’s Place Community Centre.
8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall

Sun. 17th 3.00 Carol Service at Saint John’s, Doddington PAGE 5
7.00. Cleobury Concert Brass Christmas Concert at the Parish Hall PAGE 5
Mon 18th 6.30 Farlow School, Parish Church and Melville Church combine to celebrate the Nativity PAGE 49
7.30 The Reading Group meet at the Town Library. PAGE 49

Wed. 20th GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY
7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall
Thu. 21st. 7.30 Photography Club Christmas Dinner at The Stable Tavern
Fri. 22nd 8.00 Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.
Mon. 25th. CHRISTMAS DAY! MAY IT BE A HAPPY AND SAFE ONE FOR YOU ALL.
Wed. 27th DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS MAY BE LATE FOR EMPTYING.

AND IN JANUARY.....
Mon. 1st 2.00. CMFA New Year’s Day Walk. Starting at the Market Hall. PAGE 29
Wed. 3rd GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS DUE TO BE EMPTIED TODAY

7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Tue. 9th 7.30 Cleobury W.I introduction to yoga, Market Hall. PAGE 15
Wed. 10th DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY

10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall.
Fri. 12th 8.00 Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.
Sat. 13th 10.00 Coffee Morning at Melville Chapel, Farlow PAGE 49
Mon. 15th 7.30 The Reading Group
Wed. 17th GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY

7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.

Fri. 19th 09.00 Carer Support Group meet at St Mary’s Place Community Centre.
Wed. 24th 10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall.

Sat. 20th 7.30 Flicks in the Sticks at the Parish Hall. ‘Mission Impossible’ with Tom Cruise. PAGE 7
Mon. 22nd DEADLINE DATE FOR THE FEBRUARY CLARION

Wed. 24th 7.30 Clows Top Gardening Club meet at Victory Hall. PAGE 5
Thu. 25th 10.30 Cleobury W.I. coffee and chat at the Golf Club. PAGE 15

Fri. 26th 8.00 Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.
Wed. 31st GREEN GARDEN RUBBISH BINS EMPTIED TODAY

REGULAR EVENTS OF LOCAL INTEREST:
Monday at 8.00 Bingo Night in the Market Hall
Tuesday at 2.00 Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall
Thursday at 11.0 Drop-In morning, Parish Church. Take tea and share a quiet chat.
2.00 Tina Hobin's Exercise for the Mature, St Mary’s Place, Love Lane.
7.30 Tina Hobin’s Ancient Egyptian Dance and good health. In the Market Hall.
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THE RECTOR’S LETTER FOR
CHRISTMAS

Christmas is coming..! And that
means so many things, not all of
them welcome. The relentless
pressure on people to spend
ramps up even higher to the
extent that families can struggle to
get by. There is also a false
expectation of an ideal Christmas
of families in happy harmony,
where there is no space for
sadness, indeed for many this can
be the loneliest time of the year.

But it should not be so. The real
story of Christmas is one of
loneliness overcome, and of
immeasurable priceless generosity.
We know so well in so many ways
the image at the heart of all, the
newborn child in the manger, the
brave young mother, the husband
watchful and protective. And
around this central picture of love,
the other actors assemble: the
animals touched with a dumb
reverence in the warm smell of
their straw, the shepherds with
their own shy salutation from the
looked down upon fringe of their
society, the magi with their wealth
of academic learning brought
abruptly out of the abstract into
the fleshly reality of a child of
ancient prophecy warm at the
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breast. And above the scene, in the
wheeling stars, the angelic
squadrons are alight with song in
the proclamation of a new age.

And from this familiar image of so
long ago, the most joyous thing of
all is that we are not looking at a
historical snapshot of the past at
all, but rather a drama into which
we too can enter because we are in
the scene as well. We share the
awed reality of Joseph and Mary,
we enter with the shepherds,
feeling ourselves simultaneously
humbled at being witnesses of the
Christmas experience and also
exulted by being the first-
summoned to the to the presence
of the servant king who will make
us free. With the magi we see the
deepest of human philosophy and
the wisdom of the ancients
become a tiny child, and in the
song of the angels we hear the
wedding anthem of earth and
heaven, as the Creator enters into
creation, and in so entering heals
it and us. Christmas directs our
minds to the ultimate togetherness
in which we are never alone
because God has come among us
and is with us evermore. Let us
rejoice, this happy, this truly
happy Christmas...

Ashley
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6, Newhouse Farm, Tenbury Road , Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8RD

For enquiries or to place an order, phone Ann 07711875553

Top most popular products
Fish Cod, Haddock, Kippers, Sea bass, Red Snapper, Tuna, Swordfish, Salmon & %
more ey
Seafood Calamari, Whitebait, Scallops, Raw King Prawns, Fish pie mix i
Bennet Ice Cream

Curries and Mr Daves Curries —

Dairy Cream Cakes Eclair Finger Donut, Scones , Apple Turnovers P e
Frozen Fruit —
Blueberries, Blackberries, Blackcurrants, Summer Fruits, Raspberries & more ;ﬁ f‘/’
Hot Puddings Treacle, Sticky Toffee, Chocolate, Jam .

Suet Puddings ,Steak and Kidney and Steak and Ale {

Gluten Free, Vegan, Dairy Free, Vegetarian

I have a new Website under construction, and will be ready very soon

Opening Times Closed Monday, Tuesday to Friday 9.30 to 4.30 Saturday 9.30 to 12.30

ONERSORIROORING

The Flat Roof Specialists B

. Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
. Re-pointing & Chimney Repairs
. Fascias & Guttering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your
choice for a long lasting, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a
lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern,
giving extra light to your room starting from as little as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274 i s o Year:
Www.onestop-roofing.co.uk

onestoproofinguk@gmail.com
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CLEOBURY COMMUNITY HUB
Coffee Shop, Climb61, Youth Events
Mondays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-8pm
Tuesdays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-7:30pm
Fridays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-5:30pm

CLEOBURY COMMUNITY HUB.

FOCUS ON: Christmas!

Starting on the 1st December come and step into the world of the Lion the Witch and the
Wardrobe. The Hub will be transformed into Narnia where you can enter the magical
world and have your picture taken with Aslan!

We have loads of activities throughout December with a run through below:

Saturday 2nd December - Christmas Fair: 10am - 2pm Locally made Christmas crafts
for sale along with the coffee shop and bouldering wall open.

Thursday 14th December - Pantomime + Nativity story = Pantivity:

(St Mary’s Church) - Herold of Herod - 6:15pm. £4 Adult, £1 Child. [Ope|O)
Book your tickets at the Hub or online by scanning the QR code.
Sunday 17th December - The Sunday Session Christmas Remix:
The carol service you weren’t expecting! 2:30pm for refreshments, 4pm start.
Thursday 21st Friday 22nd December - Christmas Holiday Club. 5’s - 11’s:
9:30am-3:30pm. £15 per day and free to those who qualify for free school meals.

Sunday 24th December - Christingle Service (St Mary’s Church): 5pm-6pm
Come to St Mary’s Church and make your Christingle as part of the service. We may even
sing a few carols together!

The Hub is open throughout December with our normal opening times but be prepared to
meet Aslan and see if you can find the elusive Mr Tumnus over this hext month!

We know that the Christmas experience differs from household to household. We
know that for some Christmas is a wonderful time of the year and for others it is
tough, for many reasons. We want you to know that you are loved and valued
beyond measure. This is expressed so clearly through the selfless life of the person
born on 25th December, CHRISTmas Day!

We open again on Friday 5th January 2024. Come and see us; drink our great coffee,
enjoy our delicious milkshakes, have a climb and enjoy a chat. Bring your little ones
to enjoy our toddler soft play and share in community with us.

0 @cleoburycommunityhub

' (o) ' @cleoburycommunityhub
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SUZUKI
Ludlow Motors

Vauxhall Suzuki

VAUXHALL

Enjoy the power of an 83 HP
engine, with a CO2 output as
low as 106 g/lkm (WLTP
combined). When you choose [
a Swift with mild hybrid, a little &
goes a long way.

The New Corsa is available
with a petrol or fully electric
engine. A next-generation
51kWh battery with all-electric
range of up to 246 miles.

Designed for all
conditions, and we don't

I:‘fkpﬁté?el%%(yﬁﬂgfmc' just mean the weather.
(158PS) with 54kWh From school runs to

weekend getaways, the
Vitara takes you
anywhere you want (or
need) to go.

il battery. 258 miles of
b Electric range. 0 grams of
CO2 emissions.

Ovur latest S-Cross

Mokka Electric is powered by 4 \ comes with the choice of
a next generation 50kWH e = either Mild Hybrid or Full
lithium-ion battery. It!l take you f8 Hybrid technology,

supported by a dynamic \
and responsive petrol
engine.

up to 209 miles (preliminary
WLTP)1 on a single charge.

Service Motability Scheme
Routine servicing is an important part of keeping your Nothing should stop you living a full life, with independence
vehicle at its best condition, delivering a top driving and freedom. The Motability Scheme opens the doors to
experience. - i :
Drive confidently knowing your vehicle is working at its best tr?,gf,ﬁ]gf'”gs’ with worry free motoring that helps you to keep

with us.

Motability from Worcester Car Sales -

400523 means:

—
All Makes & Models
Serviced from £199.
Eully Electric
Servicing From £99

The everyday
freedom of having
everything included.

1
9 Your insurance, servicing, maintenance |
and full breakdown cover included. .

Spread the cost with a Service Plan from £17.99 per month.

Ludlow Motors Bromfield Road, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1EN 01584 876 444 www.ludlowmotors.co.uk
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Cleobury ¢\

Mortimer \{( #N )
Town Council “Q}?J

Deputy Town Clerk Vacancy

The Town Council currently have a vacancy for Deputy Town Clerk. If you are interested in applying, the Job Advert &
Job Description are available on the website www.cleobury.org.uk or contact the office on 01299 271154 or email
council@cleobury.org.uk. To apply, please email your CV and a covering letter to council@cleobury.org.uk no later
than Monday 4™ December 2023.

Keeping safe during floods

The storms which lead to flooding incidents are becoming more frequent and the risks to drivers and walkers near
rivers and streams are very high. Please take care during these heavy storms and do not attempt to drive through or
walk near fast flowing water. For further information and advice contact Environment Agency — Floodline: 0345
9881188. Severn Trent — 24-hour emergency: 0800 783444. Shropshire Council: 0345 6789000.

Councillor Surgery

Clir John Greaves and Clir Neil Tysall attended the monthly Town Councillor Surgery on Saturday 18" November.
Although the Farmers Market was quite busy, very few people came to see us to highlight concerns and issues
around the town however, we have been alerted to a serious issue in Lacon Close. We were informed that several
people have had windows damaged due to air gun pellets hitting them. Regardless of intent, this is a serious issue
which is being investigated by the Police and we will work with them to identify the culprits. If you have any
information regarding air gun incidents around the town, please report them to the police.

If you have any local concerns or would just like to pop by and say hello, we will be at the Market Hall again on
Saturday 16" December from 10:00am to 12:00pm. We hope to see you there.

Neighbourhood Development Plan.

A reminder that a Referendum relating to the adoption of the Cleobury Mortimer Neighbourhood Plan will be held
on Thursday 7 December 2023. The question which will be asked in the Referendum is: “Do you want Shropshire
Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Cleobury Mortimer to help it decide planning applications in the
neighbourhood area?” The relevant documents are available to view at the Cleobury Mortimer Library, Cleobury
Country Centre, Love Lane, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8PE which is open Monday to Friday: 9am — 5pm; Saturday:
10am to 12 midday or via the link on our website www.cleobury.org.uk

Cleobury Christmas Fayre & Christmas Lights Switch on.

Please join us on Saturday 2" December from 3.00pm-5.30pm for this year’s Christmas Fayre and Christmas Lights
Switch on. There will be plenty of market traders & fun for the children in the Church from 3.00pm, the Cleobury
Concert Brass Band will be playing outside Church from 4.00pm and the Christmas Lights will be switched on at
5.00pm.

Operation Snap

Despite Operation Snap being active across the West Mercia region, we are still receiving reports of poor driving
standards and illegal or dangerous parking. In particular, we need to stop the dangerous parking on the white zig-zag
lines either side of the pedestrian crossing, which is a road traffic offence resulting in a hefty fine and up to 6 penalty
points. If you have dashcam footage of other motorists driving dangerously or illegally, please report these via the
Operation Snap page on the West Mercia Police website www.westmercia.police.uk or follow the ‘Reporting Issues’
link on the Cleobury Mortimer Town Council website www.cleobury.org.uk.

Next Council Meeting...... Monday 4" December 2023 at 6.30pm, at the Cleobury Country Centre. All public are
warmly invited to attend.

e Report for
L E QUALITY GOLD Clarion — December 2023
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FACILITIES INCLUDE:

Exercise Classes
Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch
Netball
Tennis Courts

CLEOBURY

OPENING TIMES

MON 7.30am - 10am

p 10am-12.30pm GP Referral
S 3.30pm - 10pm
3 TUE 3.30pm - 10pm
WED 7.30am - 10am
il 430pm - 10pm
THU 430pm - 10pm

&

FRI 7.30am - 10am
3.30pm - 10pm

SAT-SUN 7.30am -1pm

%gl

Pre booking not required for Gym use.
Induction or Disclaimer required

CLASS TlMETABLE in advance of use.
MON 915-10am GENTLE AEROBICS p— o
6.30 - 715pm BODY PUMP '
TUES 915-10am YOGA
10.15 - 11lam YOGA
6.15 - 7pm TRX
WED 515-6pm PILATES N
6 - 6.45pm CIRCUITS
THU  6-645pm STEP { —
7 -7.45pm SPIN =
FRI 6 - 6.45pm STRETCH T
STRETCH  TEME CLEOBURY
LOVE LANE
Pre-Booking required for Exercise classes GLEUBUHY MUHTIMER
Book online or at the Centre DY]4 8PE
eme DOWNLOADOURAPP [t K Trasns ]
LEISURE .
www.teme-leisure.co.uk
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