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D-DAY AND THE 
BEACON

A quiet start to a very important 
day as we recalled a notable date 
i n E u ro p e a n h i s t o r y. T h e 
invasion of France by the Allied 
forces 80 years ago and the 
beginning of pushing Nazi 
Germany back as the freeing of 
the continent began.
   The significance of the day was 
seen in the gathering on the 
Sports Field led by the local 
branch of the Royal British 
L e g i o n f o r t h e m e m o r i a l 
ceremony and the lighting of the 
b e a c o n . S c o re s o f p e o p l e 
gathered to observe silence, 
witness the lighting and quietly 
chat before heading for home 
and welcome warmth. A moving 
demonstration of the respect for 
both those lost in the conflict and 
those who fought on to bring 
peace. We who are fortunate 
enough to live here in 2024 do 
show proper respect for others 
less lucky.

BIG SOCIAL EVENTS
As ever, our Social Calendar fills 
a page. City dwellers like my 
family once were, come to rural 
areas and ask how we can fill the 
time when there is no obvious 
sign of bright lights and noise 
most weekends. Then they pick 
up this newsletter and begin to 
realise the truth.
   July is a good example. On the 
6th, Hobsons Brewery invite you 
to their Summer Party. No 
charge for admission, but you do 
have to book a place to make 
catering easier; they’re on 01299 
270837. If you’re lucky, you’ll get  
a chance to try the new Shed Ale, 
alcohol free ale aimed at Mens 
Sheds all over the country.
   Just a mile or two up the road 
over the weekend of July 19th to 
21st, Hopton Court will be very 
much alive to the Festival At The 
Edge. It features musicians of a 
wide variety, story tellers of even 
wider talent and poetry to make 
you want to just sit and listen to 

the way experienced wordsmiths 
can move your heart.
   And on top of all that, if the 
chance to listen to a band called 
Ciderhouse Rebellion and sip a 
little apple brew does not 
appeal, your soul is lost.
   And the next weekend, on the 
28th, will see literally hundreds 
of dogs descend upon Stokesay 
Court for the Ludlow Rotary 
Club Dog Day. 
  If you appreciate dogs, love 
them madly or just like them a 
little, you’ll enjoy this blend of 
canines on display and humans 
showing them off. 
   There are have-a-go events like 
dog agility, flyball and hoppers 
while gun dogs can show off 
their ability to retrieve. Plus lots 
of trade and dog care stands as 
well as advice on the care and 
selection of your favourite breed. 
All of this event to raise funds 
for the Ludlow Rotary charity 
that supports causes through the 
club’s grants scheme. 
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15 - New Notes on song
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23 - Saint Mary’s Benefice
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56 - Let’s Beat the Scammers 
58 - Ludlow Dog Day 
59 - The Town Council Report  
59 - Town Council Report

The Ludlow Duck Race.
Big crowds, small ducks, 

great fun.
See Page 7.

Shropshire countryside, as 
nature intended.

See ‘Walking Through 
Meadows’ on page 9.

Hypnowoman. Can calm 
and relax you.
See Page 25.
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THE NEARLY DEAD 
POETS’ SOCIETY

People were way and Pauline 
was poorly, so we had a very 
exclusive trio at our May 
meeting to talk about cats. 
The editor told of an injured 
one who recovered from a 
broken pelvis. Tina recalled 
another, taken and tended by 
her grandmother and David 
read one lovely rhyme, then 
followed with two selected 
from the works of T S Eliott. 
Such riches!
   Other readings were from 
Mark Barnsley and Richard 
Hobin before we agreed on 
‘Meadows’ as our June 
subject, finished our wine and 
headed homeward.
Jim Reynolds

NEW FRIENDS
We have been approached by a 
lady, a recent newcomer to the 
town, who asked us to print this 
wish to make social contact with 
ladies. All responses should 
address via me as editor, and will 
be treated in strictest confidence. 
JR.
New friends. I am looking to 
meet new female friends in 
Cleobury Mortimer and the 
surrounding area. Age group  
45 to 60 years.
Please email via the Clarion 
editor.

CLEOBURY KITE 
FESTIVAL

The Kite Festival, that quiet 
and colourful weekend on the 
Lacon Childs sports field will 
be here again over the 
weekend of July 20th and 
21st, Organisers Helene and 

Paul of  kite shop Sky Bums 
tell us they won’t be selling, 
but will be treating the 
weekend as a fun time with 
fellow kite enthusiasts from 
all over the country. If you 
want to contact them for more 
d e t a i l s , t h e y ’ r e a t 
kites@skybums.com.
  On the day they’re easy to 
find. Just walk down past the 
school fields and if the 
weather’s kind you’ll find 
them floating in the sky.

PINE MARTENS IN 
SHROPSHIRE

Clee Hill Wildlife Group host 
an evening with Stuart 
Edmunds of the county Pine 
Marten Project talking about 
these fascinating little animals 
and how to monitor evidence 
of them, using camera traps 
and tracking skills.
   It’s at Clee Hill village hall, 
starting at 7.00 at 7.00 on 
Tuesday July 9th. Admission 
free, donations welcome and 
tea and coffee available. 
E m a i l 
suzannetumnus@btinternet.c
om for more information.

MRS HUGHES’
PLANT SALE

Dorothy Hughes’ plant sale is 
a wel l es tabl ished July 
tradition, attracting keen 
gardeners and those who 
simply enjoy the coffee and 
home made cake at Coppice 
Gate Farm on Lye Head. All 
this to raise funds for the 
R o c k a n d H e i g h t i n g t o  
churches.
 It’s on Sunday July 7th, from 
noon until 4.00 and in case 

you don’t know the local area 
well, Lye Head is in Bewdley 
a t D Y 1 2 2 U Y. A w a r m 
welcome awaits you.
DOMINOES REVIVAL
Domino evenings are ‘spot 
on’.
The opening two events for 
the Cleobury Mort imer 
Dominoes Revival monthly 
knockout proved to be a 
success with good attendance 
on both evenings.
  Tony Bullard upset relatives 
and won the final on the 
inaugural evening, beating 
brother-in-law Ivor Booton. 
Roger Gittens was June’s 
victor after a close game in 
the final with Paul Davidson. 
Lots of other games were 
played in addition to the 
knock-out on both nights.
   Thanks to Roger Gittens, 
former landlord at The Bell 
Inn, who came up trumps 
with boards and dominoes. 
Z o l f r o m T h e S t a b l e s 
provided dominoes and the 
hospitality of Dimesy at The 
Lion, who fed the masses. 
   The next evening is on 
Wednesday July 3rd at The 
Lion, at 8.00pm. All are 
w e l c o m e , y o u n g , o l d , 
experienced and learners. 
Please enter your name on the 
sheet in the pub, or email
dominoes@cleoburygmail.com

Phil Campion
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Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

free access to our dentists’ surgeries
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CLEOBURY 
VOLLEYBALL

This season, all three Teams of 
Cleobury Mortimer Volleyball 
Club finished top of their 
divisions in the West Midlands 
Volleyball Association League. 
The Ladies 1st Team have also 
made it to the final of the West 
Midlands Cup and will face 
Birmingham City later this 
summer. It's been a great season 
for the juniors too, who have 
been competing in the Summer 
League against other local teams 
Stourbridge, Wombourne and 
Tettenhall. 
   Five members of our juniors 
represented West Midlands at the 
Inter-Regional Championships 
back in May: Erin Hickman, Dan 
Kendall , Ruby Jones, Fred 
Carrick and Harry Hall. And 
Cleobury's head coach Carl 
Brookes and Ladies 1 player Sip 
Gallagher attended the event as 
West Midland coaches.
   A superb season for CMVC. 
Celebrations commence at our 
presentation evening, followed 
by a DJ and disco at Cleobury 
Mortimer Social Club, Saturday 
13th July. See you there for some 
celebratory drinks!
Sip Gallagher

THE LUDLOW DUCK 
RACE

On Bank Holiday Monday  some 
2,000 bright yellow ducks swam  
down the River Teme at Ludlow. 
It wasn’t the result of some 
s t r a n g e o r n i t h o l o g i c a l 
occurrence. The ducks were 
plastic and the event was the 
D u c k R a c e s o rg a n i s e d b y 
Ludlow Rotary Club in aid of 
‘Ludlow Rotary Cares’, the club’s 
community grants scheme.

200 ducks fighting for a place and 
not a referee in sight.

  All told there were four races 
with 500 ducks released each 
time from Dinham Wier to float 
under Dinham Bridge to the 
winning line a hundred yards 
downstream. Many had been 
sponsored by members of the 
public who turned out in large 
numbers to cheer on their ducks 
from the banks of the river and 
from across the bridge. The 
winning duck in each race 
produced a £100 prize for the 
successful sponsor.
   Speaking after the event, Ray 
C o r k o f L u d l o w R o t a r y 
explained “This was the first 
time that we had run such an 
event, and it was really good that 
so many people turned out to 
cheer it on and helped to raise 
almost £2,500 for our grants 
scheme. We are especial ly 
grateful to all who assisted on 
the day not least the Friends of 
Whitcliffe Common, Hereford 
Rotary Club and Hereford Sea 
Scouts.”
   Ludlow Rotary Club hope that 
this will now be an annual event 
and are already beginning to 
plan for next year which, they 
say, will be ‘bigger and better’.
Barry Forrester

CLOWS TOP 
GARDENING CLUB

This month we are visiting 
Warndon Court Gardens, just off 
Junction 6 of M5.
  The owners have been 
developing the gardens for the 
last 12 years; their aim is to 
match the elegance of the historic 
house and combine this with a 
family garden.  The soil is heavy 
clay, and they are trying to 
achieve  all year round interest. 
Roses do well, hence the timing 
of the visit for July.
Topiary is also featured,  we are 
invited to look out for the dragon 
presently resembling a rabbit!
   Meet at 6pm at the Victory Hall 
to share cars. To book, or for 
more information, ring Elva on 
01299 832288.
   See you on July 24th 
Judith Lawson

MELVILLE CHAPEL
PROGRESS

Our work at Melville is coming 
along and we are still avidly 
fundraising to pay for the 
renovation.
  We finished our Soup Lunch 
season with an Afternoon Tea at 
Hopton Bank Chapel. Our 
thanks go them for hosting us for 
our last two sessions.
   This month we have a Summer 
Garden Party at Cleeton Cottage, 
Cleeton Saint Mary, DY14 0QU. 
Entry is free and we will be 
serving a traditional afternoon 
tea, with payment by donation to 
the repair fund. All proceeds 
from the event will go to the 
fund. For more in formation, call 
Joanne on 01584 891553.
Ruth Downes
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MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE    
A thorough nail and foot care     

treatment in the comfort of your own 
home. Registered and Insured 

practitioner.   
 Karen  F H Di,  RFH  

07378 122788

WALKING THROUGH 
MEADOWS

It was just too good to miss. A 
g u i d e d w a l k t h r o u g h 
meadows, advert ised by 
S u z a n n e T h o m a s a n d 
organised by Wade and Rachel 
Muggleton. No location given 
in the announcement; if you 
wanted to join the party, you 
were advised where it would 
be. 
   There were about 17 people 
of all ages gathered on a 
Saturday afternoon, when 
Wade explained that he and 
Rachel along with family 
members had the chance to 
buy an unused site of about 11 
acres some ten years ago. It 
was not in a good state and 
would need plenty of work to 
restore this piece of Shropshire 
to a natural state. Not as a 
business venture, but it does 
sell some fruit and one of their 
small herd of Longhorns is 
taken off to the abattoir each 
year. They refer to their cattle 
and sheep by name, an 
indication of the respect they 
have.
   Two ponds have been added 
to encourage natural growth of 
the grassland, which is strong 
and high, the water not visible 
until you are near. Nearby is 
t h e o r c h a r d t h a t Wa d e 

c o n f e s s e d w a s a s e l f 
indulgement with his love of 
apples; there are 85 different 
species in there, plus a small 
selection of pears. The sheep 
present when we called looked 
very happy with both location 
and diet.

Not visible until you’re very 
close, the two ponds house 

wildlife that found the place 
naturally.

   The going was rough for 
those who’d not opted for 
country boots or shoes. Faced 
w i t h a w i d e s w e e p o f 
buttercups with just occasional 
other colours, we were asked  
to walk in single file, to 
minimise crushing of the 
natural inhabitants. This small 
b a n d o f m e r e m o r t a l s 
understood and complied - 
such a precious example of 

natural growth encourages 
respect.
   There was much discussion 
amongst those who recognised 
birds as they moved around 
the area, some of them using 
the nesting boxes that were 
meant for certain types but 
f o u n d o t h e r s a l r e a d y 
established. It was interesting 
to hear the Thomas and 
Muggleton children pointing 
out to their parents some of 
the species being discussed. 
Such an interest within the 
family keeps them all on their 
toes.
   The final walk through a 
wood led to a social area 
where tea or coffee came with 
fine banana cake and a relaxed 
conversation and talk of other 
wildlife events. Two hours of 
fascinating information and an 
appreciation of what can be 
achieved if you give Mother 
Nature time and space with 
just a little encouragement. No 
s i g n o f g l e a m i n g n e w 
b u i l d i n g s , j u s t s i m p l e 
structures using material that 
was available without felling 
another tree. 
    From there we travelled into 
town and the Pudding Club 
meeting at the Community 
Hub. That’s another story, on 
Page 11.
Jim Reynolds
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Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 
written?

I’m Stephanie

Electrical installations from domestic to 
commercial and industrial no job to big or small.  

Over 16 years experience.  
Local family run business.  

Contact: Phone 07872498829  
               Email lee.leapelectrical@gmail.com 
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MORE ON BLOOD 
DONATIONS

Marilyn, with her shield recording 
over 100 blood donations.

I had the honour of being 
invited to the Blood and 
T r a n s p l a n t N a t i o n a l 
Recognition Awards event at 
Aston Villa Park on May 20th to 
be presented with a Certificate 
amongst 125 other Donors 
(including Philip Westwood 
from Cleobury Mortimer) for 
giving 100+ donations of Blood 
throughout my life.
  We l i s t e n e d t o s o m e 
inspirational stories from 
people who had survived 
because of blood donations. 
One, who is in remission from 
Cancer at present, and a young 

mother who lost three litres of 
blood after giving birth. It was 
very poignant.
  Due to some health issues, I 
am no-longer able to give 
blood, but I do ask, if you are 
able to donate, please do so; it 
may save a life. As a matter of 
interest, only 4% of the people 
in this country are donors.
   If you need more information:
Visit: blood.co.uk
Email: enquiries@nhsbt.nhs.uk
T/N: 0300 123 23 23
Marilyn Wood
THE PUDDING CLUB

When I was a mucky little 
schoolboy, the term Pudding 
Club was something you did 
not discuss in polite company. I 
have matured a little since then 
and the company I keep is far 
more polite, so I can tell you 
about the Pudding Club 
meeting at the Community 
Hub in June.
   It was a simple idea. As many 
var ie t ies of puddings as 
possible would be produced 
and people would be invited to 
try them, as many as they liked, 
for a modest £10.00. We arrived 
late after walking through some 
meadows, and it was hard to 
find two seats vacant. Coffees 
were ordered, £10.00 entry fees 

paid and we sat to chat and 
pass the time of day with 
friends on their way to top up 
their dishes. All very friendly, 
and with proceeds from the day 
raised towards the purchase of 
the building and then plans for 
its development, all in a very 
good cause.
    If those behind the Pudding 
Club will keep us posted, we’ll 
be happen to advise Clarion 
readers and support personally. 
The enthusiasm and sheer hard 
work that has seen what was 
once the Methodist chapel turn 
into a popular town venue is 
astonishing.  Another Cleobury 
success; we’re good at that.
ROCK PATHFINDERS

Walks between five and seven 
miles, many undulating with 
stiles. Everyone is welcome, but 
sorry, no dogs allowed. This 
month’s programme:
  Thursday, July 4th, starting at 
10.00am from Offa’s Dyke 
Centre, West Street, Knighton 
LD7 1EN
   Thursday, 18th, starting at 
10.00, from The Mason’s Arms, 
Castle Hill, Wichenford, Worcs. 
WR6 6YA.
   F u r t h e r d e t a i l s : 
dsskey@rockpathfinders.uk Or 
ring Alan on 01299 400304.
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IRENA S FOOT CLINIC

º Nail trimming
º Ingrowing toenail treatment
º Fungal infection treatment
º Nail reconstruction

º Callus reduction
º Corn removal
º Athletes Foot treatment
º Verruca and wart treatment

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER 

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME OR MY SURGERY

CONTACT IRENA ON 01299 270212 and 07789070629 
1 FURLONGS ROAD, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8AR 
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THE BREAKFAST
CLUB

‘Never work with children or 
animals’ Liz Smith, our June 
s p e a k e r c o n c e d e d w a s 
probably pretty sound advice 
but she and her husband had 
never followed it, resulting in 
hard work but many happy 
memories.
   They had four children who 
inevitably wanted their own 
pets which ranged from 
rabbits, guinea pigs and 
kittens to gerbils (nasty little 
things). Came the day when 
they wanted a pony but 
because of the prohibitive 
expense, they went down the 
rescue route and acquired a 
white, lame pony with one 
blue eye. As though that 
wasn’t difficult enough, he 
came with two companions 
from which, they were told, he 
couldn’t possibly be parted. 
H i s b u d d i e s w e r e t w o 
Shetland ponies that looked 
adorable but were absolute 
demons! Optimistically, every 
year they entered the pony 
into Lindridge Show and vied 
with another family who also 
had an ugly pony for last 
place!
   More animals including 
goats, donkeys and working 
sheep dogs of varying abilities, 
were acquired when they set 
up the You & Ewe charity, 
devised to give city children a 
taste of rural living and to 
educate them to be aware of 
where their food came from 
and how it was produced. The 
charity not only educated the 
children but often afforded 
them with respite from very 
d i f f i c u l t h o m e l i v e s .      

Fortunately, by chance Liz and 
Geoff acquired a Berkshire pig 
and managed to tap into a 
niche rare breeds market 
which helped offset the costs 
of running the charity and 
paying for the animals. Over 
time, they became quite good 
at lambing and breeding pigs 
b u t L i z g r a c i o u s l y 
acknowledged that they were 
helped greatly by the local 
farmers – once they realized 
that she and her husband were 
serious about this enterprise. 
  You & Ewe still exists as a 
charity, but because of huge 
changes in legislation is very 
different from when Liz and 
Geoff ran it. She will always 
r e c a l l h e r t i m e a n d 
involvement with the charity, 
her young family and all the 
animals with great affection – 
and many a wry smile. 
For information about the 
Breakfast Club, please contact 
Angela Drennan on 01299 
270636.
Diane Waddington

THE READING 
GROUP

A wide range of comments as 
usual after reading our most 
recent book 'Tom and Will' by 
Matthew Plampin. Set at 
H a r e w o o d H o u s e , We s t 
Yorkshire in 1797 it's a story of 
intrigue and artistic rivalry. A 
young JMW Turner and his 
friend Tom Girton spend a 
week with the  aristocracy, 
(think Downton Abbey) where 
a range of antics take place. 
Turner keeps trying to depart 
a n d b e i n g t h w a r t e d .  
Apparently Turner did stay at 
Harewood once but not when 
depicted or with Girton. A 

slow read to start but races on 
towards the end. The most 
e n j o y a b l e s e c t i o n s w e re 
descriptions of the scenery, 
s e e n f r o m a n a r t i s t s 
perspective. At one stage 
Turner talks of colouring and 
we branched off to talk of 
sunsets and sunrise. Would 
recommend for lovers of 
history. Our next book is 'The 
Forty Rules of Love' by Elif 
Shafak and our next meeting 
will be on July 15th. 
Deana Kimber 271754

AN APOLOGY
Sam Dolphin apologises for 
not being in the Benefice office 
on June 13th, but she did have 
a rather pressing appointment 
to keep at Royal Ascot.

Photographic evidence of the lady 
and her Toby at the races at Ascot.
   Sam is making a name for 
herself in her two public roles 
as manager of the Market Hall 
and secretary of Saint Mary’s 
Benefice office. Her reliability 
with the monthly Benefice 
programme is absolutely spot 
on and as manager at the 
Market Hall she encourages 
the likes of your editor to tell 
about new office tenants. The 
latest example of that you’ll 
find on Page 25. 
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care 
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our 
local communities

We have recently been rated as  OUTSTANDING  by CQC and this 
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care 
provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated 
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, 
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, 
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.

support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home 
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them 
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

 Domiciliary Care
 Palliative care
 Personal care
 24 hour care
 Companionship
 Dementia Care
 Overnight Care
 Elderly Care

 Care for young adults
 Supporting younger people
 Domestic services: 
cleaning, cooking, washing 
and shopping

 Collections of pensions or 
prescriptions

 Trips out and about

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897 
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com
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NEW NOTES ON SONG
The New Note Singers drew a 
capacity crowd to Clee Hill 
Village Hall on June 15th for an 
evening of voices and occasional 
instruments under the control of 
Barbara Hall. All funds to go to 
Dementia UK,  and Jackie Handy 
was the master (mistress?)of 
ceremonies.
   There was a wide selection of 
pieces from popular favourites 
to famous musicals, presented 
with interesting harmonies, all 
sung with an enthusiasm that set 
the atmosphere for the event; 
smiles all round. All this plus 
two instrumental performances 
and a poem reading by organiser 
Derek Handy. Teas and cakes 
served to the tables during the 
interval, when the raffle was 
drawn. But that highlighted an 
omission in an attractive venue - 
no public address system. It 
made compere Jackie’s work 
hard and with the audience 
c h a t t i n g i t w a s a l m o s t 
impossible to hear the winning 
numbers. The event deserved 
better.
   One welcoming note was a 
local resident who invited my 
partner to park the car in her 
drive. Less welcoming was the 
jammed lock on the ladies loo 
that had her looking for a way to 
climb out until she was loaned a 

large screwdriver to use as a 
lever. 

CLEOBURY 
GARDENERS

As gardeners we sometimes 
f o r g e t g a r d e n i n g c a n b e 
unpredictable. We make plans, 
buy stocks and look at diaries to 
put our dreams into existence. 
Then Nature throws a googly, as 
this year, when the weather has 
been so wet and chilly that our 
seedlings fail to germinate and 
growth only starts when the sun 
shines, and even that has been 
unreliable. This Spring season 
has been a lesson in who is in 
control of our garden and 
sometimes it isn’t us! We were 
reminded of this when our 
p l a n n e d v i s i t t o W a d e 
M u g g l e t o n ’ s g a r d e n i n 
Stottesdon had to be cancelled 
because, as Wade said, there is 
very little to see. However, he 
did bring his Fruit and Vegetable 
Garden to our meeting on May 
13th in the form of inspiring 
slides and aspiring talk. We hope 
to visit Wade’s garden if the 
season improves, and if that can 
be organised, we will include 
dates in future articles.
   Our meeting on June 10th gave 
us the History of Birmingham 
Botanica l Gardens . Phi l ip 
Aubury became Director in 1987 
and oversaw a modernisation 

programme over the next twenty 
years, having been successful in 
negotiating a £1 million grant 
and a £500,000 interest-bearing 
loan with Birmingham City 
Council - couldn’t do that now! 
He talked of the start of Lawn 
Tennis  on the Archery field and 
how the rules adopted at that 
time became the rules used now 
all over the world. The Archery 
and Lawn Tennis Assoc’n still 
exists on neighbouring land. He 
also told us of meeting ex-US 
President Bill Clinton when the 
GB Summit of World Leaders 
was held in Birmingham in 1998 
and the G8 Banquet was catered 
for at the Botanical Gardens. Mr 
Clinton made a request for a 
short tour. The success of the 
modernisation  vision increased 
footfall and therefore income 
and Mr Auburn’s final claim was 
that the interest bearing loan had 
been repaid in full.
  Our next meeting is on Monday 
July 15th, 7.30pm for 8.00 at the 
Parish Hall, when Howard 
Drury will talk on ‘Getting the 
Best from Clay Soils’.

Linda Ashman 
Secretary, Cleobury Gardeners
Email ashmanlinda240@gmail.com

A l s o f i n d u s o n F a c e b o o k /
Instagram/CleoburyCountry
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TUESDAY 1st OCTOBER 2024
5.30pm - 8.00pm 
Bookings will be available in September via our website:
www.bewdley.worcs.sch.uk

OPEN EVENING SIXTH FORM ADMISSION:
OPEN TO ALL PROSPECTIVE 

SIXTH FORM STUDENTS

    we aream
bition
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Margaret Robinson.  Her family’s tribute. 

Mum was born in Northern Ireland and had four 
younger brothers. They grew up on the farm at 
Ballyhargen. Sadly when mum was just 14, she 
lost her dear mummy which had a massive impact 
on her. Life was difficult at times.
  At the age of 16, she was swept off her feet by the 
dashingly handsome local farmer boy David. 
They met at a Young Farmers Games night and 
went on to be the first couple from Dungiven 
Young Farmers Club to marry. Mum was 18 and 
they bought their first farm, Tree Tops. The house 
was in the style of an English country cottage with 
climbing roses in the garden. Mum forever loved 
her roses. 
  They quickly went on to have two beautiful 
daughters and Adrian. In 1978, they made the 
decision to move to England and their new family 
home, Mawley Town Farm, which has always 
been a very special place. All their earthly 
belongings were packed into a silage trailer to 
make the journey across the water. And the new 
adventure began.
At Mawley, mum was quite often found on the 
seat of a tractor or up in the milking parlour. She 
was never afraid of hard work; the calf feeder, 
cream maker and even the chief bottle washer. 
 When it came to gardening and painting, mum 
loved both of these. Dad would be very keen to go 
slurry spreading just at that moment, and leave 
her to it!
  She was truly an amazing mum. The house was 
full of love and laughter, cups of tea and caramel 
squares. Dinners were always interesting and 
often portions were stretched to almost ‘feeding of 
the 5000’ or alternatively she would forget and 
have a surprise find the next day in the back of the 
Aga with the words “I wonder what that was.” It 
was confusing at times in our house about our 
family unit. It was rarely just the five of us there. 
There would be visitors staying for a while, B+B, 
along with a wide variety of people living with us 
and sharing our home.
  We had Rob, Ollie, Robert, Martin and Alec. 
Mum stuck him up in the attic, which was a 
mistake as his room was immediately above their 
bedroom and let’s say he had quite a few late 
nights!
  More recently, over at New House Farm she had 
the lovely Olena and Corella to share their home 
for quite some time. Mum wasn't a loud or showy 

person. She was all about demonstrating God's 
love for people through actions.
  This also extended into the amount of work that 
mum did with charities and organisations. She 
was never held back by the unknown. Back in the 
1980s mum and dad began supporting Send A 
Cow and they even flew to Uganda with a load of 
cows to be distributed to their new African 
families. This was the beginning of her 35 years of 
charitable fundraising at Burwarton Show 
managing the Mawley Milk Milk Bar.   
  Mum loved singing. Even just a couple of days 
before she passed away, she was singing along to 
some wonderful hymns. She was keen to 
encourage us musically as we were growing up, 
took us to piano lessons, had Cherith playing the 
flute and took me around when I was playing 
tenor horn in the Bell Inn brass band She even 
encouraged Adrian to try the cello....we all knew 
how that was going to turn out! 
  In 2006, mum and dad moved to New House 
Farm; a big change for her. She was supposed to 
have more time for herself. But that wasn't in her 
character and she threw herself into helping 
others in the community, along with indulging 
herself in her garden and spending time with her 
seven grandchildren.
  Several years ago, mum received an invitation to 
attend the Garden Party at Buckingham Palace for 
her charitable works. She was flabbergasted and 
could never comprehend that someone would 
have nominated her for this, but there was no 
doubt to all of us that she truly deserved it. 
Mum loved nothing more than having us all 
together for family gatherings. All 15 of us would 
gather round the table for Christmas turkey, or be 
out hunting for Easter eggs. I'm sure there are still 
several out there that she forgot where she put 
them. 
  Mum was 13 when she gave her life to the Lord. 
We believe that this steered her life, and made her 
the wonderful person that she was. Mum's life 
was full of love. She loved so many people and 
was  loved by so many in return. She was the most 
amazing role model as a mother, a grandmother, 
wife and as a Christian. We will ALL miss you 
mum, but we truly thank God that we had you in 
our lives. You were so special.
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Rob and Annie look forward to welcoming you to 
The Fighting Cocks Inn, Stottesdon.

Why not pop along for a drink and some delicious 
food.  We have regular live music, so please keep an 

eye on our Facebook page.

Our opening hours are:

Wednesday – Friday from 5pm – 11pm 
(food served from 6pm – 8.30pm)

Saturday from 12 noon – 11pm 
(food served from 1pm – 7.30pm) 

Sunday from 12 noon – 10pm 
(lunch from 12 noon – 3pm)

The Fighting Cocks Inn, 1 High Street, 
Stottesdon, Kidderminster DY14 8TZ.  

Telephone 01746 718270

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU.
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more
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July in the Wyre Forest                                                          Linda Iles

I thought I knew about moths. They fly at 
night, are attracted to lights, are eaten by bats 
and some of them eat my carpets and jumpers. 
Then I heard about their importance in the 
biosphere: as part of many millions of food 
chains and playing their part in pollinating 
flowers and food crops.
   Then something else happened. I found out 
that there were over 2500 species of moth in 
the British Isles and when I saw pictures of 
them, I was amazed to see that they weren’t all 
dull brown, as I had imagined. In fact many 
are extremely beautiful: the big Elephant 
Hawk-moth, delicate Maidens Blush and 
glowing Common Emerald to name but three! 
I can see how the urge to collect could set in!
  We have friends (members of the Wyre Forest 
Study Group) who visit the farm occasionally 
to trap and monitor night-flying moths. They 
choose a warm, still evening and set up a very 
bright light over each trap. The moths are 
attracted to the light but then hide away in the 
egg boxes placed as refuges until the trappers 
identify and release them at the end of the 
session. Their records are sent to the 
Worcestershire Biological Records Centre and 
add to the data from the Wyre Forest amassed 
by keen entomologists since the mid 
nineteenth century. This is a very important 
habitat for moths, with 1112 species being 
found in the Wyre Forest and another 75 
nearby. Although numbers have suffered here, 
as in so much of the UK, there is some 
optimism that recent changes in woodland 
management (particularly the reduction in 
dark conifer plantations and opening up of 
rides, glades and coppice plots in the 

deciduous sections) will benefit many moth 
species. 

Anyone can take part in the National Moth 
Recording Scheme. Many moths fly during the 
day rather than at night, and you may see 
them while you’re relaxing in the garden: in 
fact Butterfly Conservation’s website says that 
an ordinary suburban garden is likely to host 
over 100 species! Identification is relatively 
easy for most species, especially with one of 
those snazzy smartphone apps (made for 
those of us with poor eyesight and poor 
powers of retention of information). Go to 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths to 
find out more.
Many thanks to Mick Farmer for the photo of 
the tiny but beautiful Mint Moth (genus 
Pyrausta) which visited his Bewdley garden. 

Linda Iles
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Clarion Clippings. - The Local News

HYPNOWOMAN

An unusual title for a lady 
with a wide responsibility for 
patient care to use, but Jennie 
Kitching is no stick-in-the-
mud.
   She has an office in the 
Market Hall, the base for her 
work as a hypnotherapist, but 
she is also the National 
Leader as the Wellbeing 
Champion for NHS England. 
   She has two offices with 
NHS bases, one in Russell’s 
Hall Hospital at Dudley, the 
other  in Kidderminster, 
where teams deal with local 
needs. She was living in a flat 
in the Dudley base until 
deciding to look for a more 
homely place away from the 
office. She was liking this 
a r e a a s w o r k i n 
Kidderminster grew and 
asked a number of agents for 
p r o s p e c t s . T h e b e s t 
recommendation she had was 
Cleobury Mortimer, but 
thought it a bit remote until 
one place appealed. She 
drove here in a thunderstorm 

and struggled to find the 
address, but the welcome 
when she did find it and the 
whole appeal of the town 
won the day. And when she 
wanted an office she found it 
at the Market Hall, with Sam 
Dolphin ever helpful and 
heating part of the deal. 
   She’s a published author, 42 
books so far. “The best seller 
is ‘Speak Greek Badly’” she 
smiles.  “It’s a book to 
persuade the English to learn. 
You’ll know how to say 
‘Please’ in 20 minutes - learn 
on the plane!”
   The more serious side of her 
work deals with anxiety, like 
those who fret because of 
high blood pressure and learn 
how to handle the problem. 
“*It’s using the power of the 
mind to heal the body,” as 
she explains it. She has an 
unobtrusive way of listening 
to conversation, calling what 
she hears ‘ t rue ta lk ing 
therapy’. It’s a client talking 
about their life and problems 
as part of a relaxed chat, not 
feeling they’re being cross-
examined. She will tell you 
what you can’t do if you are 
anxious, but can do if you’re 
relaxed.
   You sit in a very 
comfortable chair, she has 
r e l a x i n g m u s i c a s a 
background and you chat in a 
quiet way. You come out with 
a feeling of relaxation after a 
talk with a new friend. It 
really is remarkable how 
much better and able to cope 

you feel. When I’ve got this 
copy of the Clarion finished 
and away to the printers, I’m 
going back for more. Jennie is 
on jenniekitching.com
Jim Reynolds

ADDING TO THE 
BEAUTY OF THE 

TOWN
These planters are bringing an 
extra touch of colour to the town 
centre, carefully spaced out 
along the northern side of the 
sidewalks. Sadly the other side 
of the road is not wide enough 
to take both planters of any size 
and the people walking along 
that way.
   

T h e y f i r s t c a m e a s a 
d e c o r a t i o n a r o u n d t h e 
Farmers’ Market, thanks to 
Clare Todd. The council took 
up the idea and ordered more 
from Mike Green. The matter 
of maintenance was quickly 
dealt with by Nourish and 
Flourish, the party name for 
Katie Jones, Sandra Dodd, Ali 
Sheffield and Jackie Percival, 
who tend them as volunteers. 
Thank you, ladies.
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01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell
Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

HANDY MATT
FOR ALL THOSE JOBS YOU NEED DOING OR NEVER GET 

DONE AROUND THE HOME AND GARDEN!
CALL ME TODAY AND GET THEM DONE.

RESTORATION, ROOFING, GUTTERING, BRICKWORK, 
REPOINTING, CARPENTRY, INSULATION, DECORATING, 

TILING, FLOORING, DAMP PROOFING, STOVE FITTING, GROUNDWORKS, 
LANDSCAPING,  PATIOS, FENCING, 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE.

TEL: 07731 459631
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ROCK PATHFINDERS
Free guided walks along 
o u r f o o t p a t h s a n d 
bridleways, taking two to 
three hours. Our walks are 
between five and seven 
m i l e s a n d m a n y a r e 
undulating with stiles. 
Everyone is welcome, but 
sorry, no dogs allowed. This 
month’s programme:
  Thursday, July 4th, 
starting at 10.00am from 
Offa’s Dyke Centre, West 
Street, Knighton LD7 1EN
   Thursday, 18th, starting at 
10.00, from The Mason’s 
A r m s , C a s t l e H i l l , 
Wichenford, Worcs. WR6 
6YA.
   F u r t h e r d e t a i l s : 
dsskey@rockpathfinders.uk 
Or ring Alan on 01299 
400304.
Sue Humphries

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS

Saturday July 20th, 7.30 in 
the Parish Hall

"A Haunting in Venice" is 
set in eerie, post-World War 
II Venice on All Hallows' 
Eve and is a terrifying 
mystery featur ing the 
return of the celebrated 
sleuth, Hercule Poirot. Now 
retired and living in self-
imposed exile in the world's 
most glamorous city, Poirot 
reluctantly attends a séance 
at a decaying, haunted 
palazzo. When one of the 
guests is murdered, the 

detective is thrust into a 
sinister world of shadows 
and secrets.  £5.  Bar, tea 
and coffee.

CLEOBURY W.I.
There was disappointment 
for the WI members at 
June’s meeting when the 
Shrewsbury Town Crier 
‘cried’ off due to ill health. 
However, everyone was 
very happy to warmly 
welcome Mark Greaves 
from the Community Hub 
who stepped in at the last 
m o m e n t a n d g a v e a n 
extremely informative talk. 
We learnt how the St 
Mary’s Youth project has 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o t h e 
Cleobury Community Hub 
opening the doors to all 
ages and needs. The plans 
for extending the Hub, 
i n c l u d i n g a f u r t h e r 
climbing wall and dance 
studio sound an exciting 
p r o s p e c t f o r o u r 
community. The WI look 
forward to supporting this 
p r o j e c t w i t h t h e i r 
fundraising 2024/5. Reports 
from both Vice-Presidents 
Diane Waddington and Sue 
Kershaw on their recent 
meetings to the Shropshire 
Federation AGM and the 
National AGM at the Royal 
Albert Hall, respectively 
showed members that the 
WI is thriving with topical 
issues around the country.

 Following on from the 
bowling evening in May, 
the WI returned to CMBC 
accompanied by some 
m e m b e r s p a r t n e r s t o 
experience another taster 
session of Crown Green 
Bowls.  We thank the 
CMBC for another warm 
welcome and congratulate 
some members on joining 
the club and enjoying a new 
pastime. 
 Planning is well underway 
for numerous outings in the 
f o r t h c o m i n g s u m m e r 
months:
A visit to Wildegoose 
G a rd e n N u r s e r y n e a r 
Munslow on Thursday June 
27th. This is a contemporary 
garden in an historic setting 
which has been featured on 
Gardener’s World
A visit to Three Ashes Dairy 
Farm to v iew robot i c 
mi lk ing techniques & 
Laura’s delicious ice cream 
@ the Boyne Arms on 
Friday July 19th.
Morning Coffee at the 
newly opened Brewe Clee 
H i l l C o f f e e S h o p o n 
Thursday August 8th.
Please contact Judy on 
01299 270983 or email 
judysant10@gmail.com for 
further information on 
joining our thriving WI. 
Check out the Cleobury 
Mortimer WI Facebook 
page.
Sally Serrell-Cooke

Clarion Clippings. -  The Local News
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Clarion Clippings -  The Local News

CLEETON ST MARY AND SILVINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 

PARTIES-CHRISTENINGS-FUNERAL CDELEBRATIONS-
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

CAR PARKING-KITCHEN-OUTDOOR AREA 

CALL US: 07908 791262 

EMAIL:cleetonvillagehall@gmail.com 

Facebook: cleetonvillagehall 

Hobsons Summer Party
We are holding a Summer party at Hobsons Brewery Taproom, Saturday 6th 
July, 12pm – 9pm. The event is ticketed but under 18’s go free.
Guests can expect street food from Mukaase Afro-Caribbean Cuisine and 
wood-fired pizzas from The Pizza Trailer. There will also be a range of stall-
holders including Shropshire Salumi, Mr T’s Pies, Broad Bean Deli, 
appleTeme, Apostle Coffee and Nanny Janny’s Jersey ice-cream!
Hobsons beers will be pouring from the Taproom bar and airstream bar 
Sylvia, guests will also have the opportunity to try a brand new collaborative 
beer when it launches for the first time at the Summer bash.
There will be live music as well as kids entertainment scheduled throughout 
the day.
Last year tickets for Hobsons’ Summer party sold out so don’t delay, tickets 
are available now on Hobsons Brewery’s website: www.hobsons-
brewery.co.uk
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Come and see us at our riverside offi  ces located in the heart of Bewdley at 
18 Severn side South.

With over 30 years’ experience, Mandy and her team off er a personal and 
professional service  specialising in will drafting, lasting powers of attorney, 
deputyship applications and probate.

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email enquiries@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address 18 Severnside South, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DX

Previous clients feedback has included the following comments:
“I’ve used Mandy at Westons Wills and Probate numerous times over 
recent years covering all aspects of her expertise. Her guidance on the way 
forward and solutions to issues that she has suggested has been excellent. 
She is extremely communicative and responsive, and handles diffi  cult 
situations with compassion and empathy. I have happily and confi dently 
recommended her services to everyone I know that would benefi t from her 
services.”

“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills and Probate is a very professional and 
knowledgeable person. She has now become my ‘go to’ legal adviser 
and has taken on many legal tasks for me and my family. Wills, Probate, 
Inheritance Tax and Powers of Attorney. I trust her judgement and 
experience to act in mine and my family’s best interest. I would highly 
recommend her legal services to anyone.”
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Scan code to visit
our website

he Wyre Forest property market has shown steady growth in
ay and June 2024 with demand continuing to attract buyers
its blend of rural charm and urban convenience.

roperty prices increased by about 4% compared to this
onth last year with detached houses, bungalows, and
nergy-efficient homes being particularly popular. Period
roperties and cottages also remain in demand for their
nique appeal.

he outlook remains positive, with confidence in the market
anks to interest rates being held and expected to lower in August, alongside government
flation targets being hit. Buyers and sellers should, however, stay informed about broader
fluences including the upcoming election that could see new changes in legislation that each
olitical parties are pledging if they come to power.

Brookside, Eagle Lane, Cleobury
NOW SSTC

Sale agreed over asking price!

you would to talk about the market and how it s affecting your property value or about an
impending move, please do not hesitate to
contact us for a chat.
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DODDINGTON LODGE EARNS 
5-STAR FOOD HYGIENE RATING!

We are thrilled to announce that Doddington
Lodge has been awarded a 5-star food hygiene
rating!  Our fantastic team of chefs - Sarah,
Veronica, and Rachel, consistently create
wonderful menus for all our residents. They truly
go above and beyond every day. Ensuring every
meal is not only delicious but also prepared to the
highest standards.

OUR VISIT TO WELLINGTON HOME AND
GARDEN CENTRE SPARKS EXCITING PLANS
FOR A BEAUTIFUL SUMMER IN THE GARDEN.

We had a lovely visit to the Wellington Home and
Garden Centre in Hereford! Here at Doddington
Lodge, we love our plants and gardens, and we were
eager to gather some great ideas, especially for our
Sensory Garden as the warmer summer weather is on
its way. We loved exploring the vibrant flowers, lush
greenery, and a variety of garden accessories. The
friendly and knowledgeable staff shared helpful tips
and creative ideas, giving us lots of inspiration.  We
can't wait to spend lots of time outside in our gardens
this summer planning our next gardening projects.!
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Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 

Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

  
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

CARTERERR S ANTIQUESESS

John Carter: 07779 311792
johnbarney743@gmail.com
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Simon Morton In The Garden

Shelf Development: Confessions of a 
Compulsive Gardening Book Collector

First, the good news - this is not going to 
be yet another 500-word diatribe about the 
atrocious weather (at least at the time of 
writing). Nor will it be about how it has 
decimated my carefully curated plans for 
the Neen Savage Open Garden event. I 
realise that my moaning isn’t going to 
address any of these headaches, and, let’s 
face it, if you’re a fellow gardener, you 
already know my pain. 

No, instead, I want to use this month’s 
ramblings to share a guilty secret—I have a 
problem with no obvious cure. I can’t stop 
buying books—gardening books, to be 
specific.

Monty Don? Yep – I’ve got pretty much 
his entire canon. Despite the inevitable fact 
that they get just a tad repetitive, I keep 
buying them. 

Adam Frost? Of course - who doesn’t 
love his practical advice and ‘gardening 
geezer’ approach? 

But my favourite has to be Dan Pearson 
– now that’s a writer! His books are not just 
about gardening; they are about the very 
essence of life, distilled into prose and 
pictures that can make even the most 
knackered gardener delight in their little 
patch of earth. If you love powerful and 
evocative writing, check out his work - it’s 
beautiful and captivating. And while you’re 
at it, listen to his Desert Island Discs from a 
few years back. It’s like taking a walk with 
an old friend who happens to know 
everything about plants, the seasons, and 
life in general.

Anyway, back to my affliction. My 
bookshelves are groaning under the weight 
of these tomes, but I can’t say with 
complete honesty that I’ve read them all. 
Sure, I’ve looked at the pictures, but it’s not 
the same as reading the careful ly 
constructed prose, is it? A friend calls this 

a p p r o a c h t o b o o k b u y i n g “ S h e l f 
Development” – but then again, they suffer 
the same affliction, albeit with books on 
cricket.

The thing is, there are gardening books 
of all sizes and specialisms. Take the 
following list of real books written by real 
people and, according to Amazon, 
consumed by real readers.  Exhibit A is "The 
$64 Tomato: How One Man Nearly Lost His 
Sanity, Spent a Fortune, and Endured an 
Existential Crisis in the Quest for the Perfect 
Garden" by William Alexander. This book is 
a study of the extreme lengths one man 
went to to grow a tomato. There for the 
grace of God…

Then there’s "Atomic Gardening for the 
Layman" by Muriel Howorth, a book all 
about using atomic energy to enhance 
garden productivity. Or "Sunbeams May Be 
Extracted From Cucumbers, But the Process is 
Tedious" by David Daggett. Any idea? Nope 
- me neither.

It must be said that “Everything I Know 
about Women I Learned from My Tractor" by 
Roger Welsch caught my eye. It’s never too 
late to learn, eh, chaps?

So, in conclusion, when the rain is 
pouring (even though it’s bloody June!), I 
advise taking a deep breath, making a 
cuppa, and settling down with a good 
gardening book. It’s as close as you’ll get to 
the real thing at the moment. And who 
knows? Maybe you’ll discover a new 
passion or a new author to add to your own 
groaning bookshelves. At the very least, 
you’ll be in good company, surrounded by 
words and worlds crafted by people who 
understand that the real joy of gardening 
isn’t just in the doing but in the dreaming, 
the planning, and, yes, the reading.

Simon
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www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk    sales@twshq.com    01562 822855 Unit 5, Lupin Works, Worcester Rd, Kidderminster DY10 1JR

WINDOWS

DOORS ROOF SYSTEMS

TRADE

Investing in our products will not only visually 
enhance your property but also offer the 
industry’s best in thermal performance 
technology and high security. All of our products 
are made to measure and can be customised in 
an array of colours and finishes to suit your home.

Walk in anytime! The showroom is 
open 6 days a week including 9am 
to 4pm on Saturdays, you can even 
bring your dog as our showroom is 
dog friendly too with fresh water, 
toys and treats to hand!

With over three decades in the industry we pride ourselves on 
offering extensive knowledge and a service you can rely on.

As comprehensive home improvement specialists, 
we take pride in installing a wide range of double-glazed 
products. TWS work with industry leaders and our 
employed fitters are CERTASS registered.
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MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE 
Providing a thorough nail and foot 
care treatment in the comfort of 

your own home. 
Registered and insured 

practitioner. 
STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip  RFHP 
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We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days 
Pop inside before you pop online!  
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
Tel: 01299 489590 
Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND 
EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS! 
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

♦
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TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Rob Taylor

A M Plumbing & Heating

Call Today: 07565 181554
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MRS GRUMPY

A local resident has been having problems 
with their sewer and Seven Trent tried to fix 
it without success. They were contacted to 
have another go at it but replied that this was 
not possible as they didn't have the money to 
do it. This is a company that pays its Chief 
Executive well over £2 million a year (nearly 
£28 million in the last 10 years) whilst sewage 
discharges into rivers etc are increasing. In 
the last financial year, they have made profits 
of around £217 million and have paid 
dividends to their ( mostly foreign) owners of 
£300 million. And they have no money...but 
they do have a plan to help the situation – 
they want to increase our bills by 37%...
   Latest on the Post Office saga is that the 
Post Office have been asking local businesses 
whether they will make space for parcel pick 
up and drop off lockers. They can take up a 
fair amount of space so this could be difficult. 
I did hear that, some time ago, the Library 
offered to provide Post Office services but 
were turned down with no reason given. You 
can get stamps there though so thank you 
Clare. 
   Good news: The problems caused by 
inconsiderate parking and failure to pick up 
dog poo are solved as Police and Parking 
enforcement staff have been given new 
powers to levy on the spot fines. One 
problem: When did you last see either of 
these on the streets of Cleobury? I have a tip 
for parking officers: Patrol the High Street on 
a Friday or Saturday evening and squeeze 
past all the vehicles parked on the pavement 
before giving them a ticket. Or sit outside the 
Talbot on any day and ticket all those parking 
in the disabled bay outside Londis whilst not 
displaying a blue badge. Gwil Butler has 
recently said that Shropshire Council have 
already halved the projected spending deficit 
to only £7.5 million. Taking my advice will 
reduce this even further. You're welcome.
   Got an electric car and need to use a public 

charger?. The good news: We are well 
provided for in Cleobury with a total of 14 
charge points: two at the Co op and six each 
in the Childe Road car parks. The bad news: 
You can rarely get near them as non electric 
cars are parked there. This is partly down to 
the fact that Shropshire Council have put the 
Childe Road West charge points in the 
disabled spots making drivers reluctant to 
use them due to the possibility (however 
unlikely- see above) of getting a ticket. In the 
East car park, they have failed to mark the 
spaces at all so everyone parks there anyway. 
In Ludlow, these spaces are clearly marked 
and do not seem to be misused. So, if the 
Charge Point operator should wonder why 
they are not being used, this is why...
   Further to the item last month on the 
'selection' procedure for the new Chief 
Constable, it now appears that the successful 
candidate will not now take up post due to 
an unspecified 'change in circumstances'. 
According to the 'Guardian' newspaper, it 
relates to 'vetting' but nothing further has 
been said. Presumably, the whole recruitment 
process will start again but at what cost?
   Do you wear 'Golden Goose' trainers?. It 
has emerged that the company producing 
these, which are favoured by celebrities, 
employs people to 'pre distress' them as this 
is the latest trend. Prices for a pair vary from 
£400-£1700 depending on the level of bling so 
not sure if the distressing is extra. My top tip 
for purchasers: Try wearing them yourselves 
and they will become distressed.
   As an old person (very old, some might 
say) I have a bus pass which is due for 
renewal shortly. I was about to do this when 
a new one appeared in the post unbidden! I 
never thought I would say this, but well done 
Shropshire Council for your efficiency. Now 
what about everything else?

Ariadne J Grumpy

Page 41Cleobury Clarion - July 2024



HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLEOBURY 
CONCERT BRASS

A busy Summer for the band 
with Pershore MSB on 6th July, 
Ironbridge Brass Festival on 
the 13th and a new engagement 
for us playing at Mogfest 
Weston Park on 27th.
  Moving into August we will 
be at Abbey Park in Pershore 
on the 4th and a double 
whammy weekend of Ashford 
Carbonel Fete on 17th followed 
by Shrewsbury Quarry on 18th.
  Our band continues to thrive 
under the baton of David 
Nicholson and we enjoy 
playing a variety of pieces in 
our current repertoire. Make a 
date to come and ‘listen to the 
b a n d ’ ; y o u w o n ’ t b e 
disappointed.
  If you have a special occasion 
coming up and are looking for 
something a bit musically 
different, you might like to 
consider booking the band to 
play, we can tailor the music to 
your requirements.
 To discuss options, please 
contact our secretary Amanda 
on 01584 891199.
Katie Griffiths

HISTORY UNITED
Two further activities are 
planned as part of the Beacon 
o n t h e H i l l p r o j e c t a t 
Doddington. On August 1st Alf 
Jenkins will lead a walk 
through the evidence of 
industrial workings around 
Titterstone Clee Hill. For 
centuries the hill has witnessed 
i n d u s t r i e s s u c h a s l i m e 
production, coal mining, glass 
and brick making, pottery and 

stone quarrying. These have 
left scars in the landscape 
which give it a character and 
arose interest in its past. This is 
for anyone with an interest in 
the industrial and social 
history of this area wishing to 
discover more and share their 
own knowledge. 
 For tickets, visit https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-
johns-church-doddington-
south-shropshire/t-jzljdeq 

  To follow this, we are holding 
an event on 3rd August 2-5pm 
at Clee Hill Village Hall. We 
will be showing images and 
film from Clee Hill’s past as 
well as hearing some music 
f r o m S i d P e a c o c k , o u r 
songwriter in residence. Can 
you help us identify people, 
places and events from the 
past? If you have old photos, 
documents or objects relating 
to the Clee hills, please bring 
them along. Our team will be 
on hand to record them so we 
have a community collection 
which everyone can enjoy and 
learn from.
  If you want to know more 
about the project or have an 
image or object to share, please 
g e t i n t o u c h w i t h J i m : 
jim@grevatte.co.uk

WOOD WORDS
Well done editor Uncle Jim and 
all others that attended our 
taster session on the evening of 
June 10th – clearly evidence of 
hidden talent was on show and 
hopefully will be so at our next 
taster session on Monday July 
8th (6.30pm onwards). Anyone 
welcome, young and old!

 T h e m e m b e r s ’ c l u b 
competitions are continuing 
and future events for entry 
include Horton Shield July 6th 
(doubles) also doubles Reed 
Cup July 13th and Allun Martin 
Cup 27th July (singles).
  Recent competition winners 
include: Warren Euddof/Rae 
Livesey Jules Cup, Dave 
Warrington/Jean Wilson won 
the Jack in The Box Trophy, 
Ladies Cup – Jean Wilson, and 
Mottershead Cup triples event, 
S e a n Wo o d h o u s e , C h r i s 
Cowdell and Dave Booton.
  By the time of publication 
club Captains Day will have 
come and gone! (30th June). 
Trust captain Graham Kitchen 
had a successful day with 
suitable weather. Members of 
Cleobury WI held a second 
bowls event on June 17th, such 
was the appeal of their May 
event.
  At the last club admin 
meeting details of this season’s 
sponsorship by Hobsons 
Brewery were confirmed and 
hopefully their support will be 
as successful as their brewing. 
Members of our club league 
teams will wear suitably 
branded shirts in future 
fixtures.
All further information is 
available on club website 
cleoburybowls.org.uk – finally 
a reminder that Sunday league 
fixtures are suspended for July 
7th due to the Cleobury Run 
road closures.
Yours in Bowls
Smiffy 07494 016137
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Love to Learn  Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas       Small family atmosphere 
 Kind  Inspire  urturing  Learning  Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 

 

Clarion Clippings. -  The Local News
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Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
Re

Www.onestop
All repair work undertaken
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.ray@cleobury.org.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.
CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk  

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk 

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE 
COMMUNITIES

Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY LIBRARY 01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri, 10 to 1 Sat.
LOCAL POLICE

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes cleoburybeavers@gmail.com  

CRIMESTOPPERS Free Police 
contact

0800 555 111 Talk in confidence, to report any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
HELPLINE

0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL Age UK 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home

MARKET HALL Sam 07385 698574 markethall@cleobury.org.uk 

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.

SHROPHIRE DOCTORS 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com 

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers 
i ti

ST ELIZABETH’S R.C CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary 
Abbiss

01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL (Clerk) Dorothy McBride 01299 271154

St MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

S. SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME Mandy Smith 01299 666119

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30
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SOLAR PV

EV CHARGERS

AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

GROUND SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

BATTERIES

VENTILATION

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

RADIATORS

With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
much you could save. 
Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid. 
Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
cylinders. 
Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives. 
Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years. 
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy. 
 
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
 
What can EnergyZone Offer? 

About usOur Services

For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations:

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!

Page 53Cleobury Clarion - July 2024



Page 54 Cleobury Clarion - July 2024



The Cleobury Clarion Social Calendar for July
Mon. 1st.  Alf Jenkins leads a walk through the old workings on Clee Hill PAGE 44
Tue. 2nd. 2.00. Carer Support Group meet at St Mary’s Place. Free to attend.
Wed.  3rd. GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED
                   2.00 ‘Clee Hill’s Past’ history meeting at the village hall. PAGE 44

      6.00. Late Opening at the Food Bank in the Market Hall.
      7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall. Sonia 01584 890874.

                  8.00 Dominoes Revival at the Old Lion, Lower Street. PAGE 5
Thu. 4th. 10.00  Rock Pathfinders step out from Offa’s Dyke Centre, Knighton. PAGE 11
Sat. 6th  12.00 to 9.00pm Hobsons Summer Party. PAGE 29
Sun. 7th. 12.00noon. Plant sale at Coppice Gate Farm, Lye Head, Bewdley. PAGE 5

    THE CLEOBURY RUN - LOOK OUT FOR ROAD CLOSURES.
Tue. 9th. 7.00. Stuart Edmunds talks to Clee Hill Wildlife Group about Pine Martens. PAGE 5
Wed. 10th  GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED
                   10.00 Walking for Health have an AwayDay, starting from Arley River Bridge.
                   10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning hat the Market Hall.
Fri.  12th.  10.00 Coffee Morning at Doddington Lodge, Clee Hill. PAGE 32

        8.0 Bingo Night at Doddington village hall.
Sat. 13th. The Volleyball club presentation evening at the Sports & Social Club. PAGE 7
Mon. 15th  7.30  The Reading Group gather at the town library. PAGE 13
                    8.00  Cleobury Gardeners meet at the Parish Hall PAGE 15
Wed.  17th.  GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED
                    7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington village hall.
Thu. 18th. 10.00 Rock Pathfinders walk from The Mason’s Arms, Wichenford WR6 6YA PAGE 11
Fri. 19th. Cleobury W.I. visit Three Aces Dairy Farm and The Boyne Arms. PAGE 27
Sat.  20th. 9.00 Cleobury Country Farmers Market in and around the Parish Church.
Sat. 20th. 7.30 Flicks In The Sticks offers ‘A Haunting In Venice’ at the Parish Hall. PAGE 14
Sat/Sun. 20/21st  Cleobury Kite Festival in the Lacon Childe Sports Field. PAGE 5
Wed. 24th. GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED
                   10.00  Walking for Health step out from the Market Hall.
                   10.00. CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall.
Fri.  26th   8.00 Bingo Night at Doddington village hall.

Mon. 29th  7.30  Nearly Dead Poets’ Society meet at the library. Fine words with wine. PAGE 5
Wed.  31st.  GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED
                    Whist Drive at Doddington village hall
AND LOOKING AHEAD TO AUGUST…
Wed. 7th.  GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED
                  7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington village hall.
REGULAR EVENTS OF LOCAL INTEREST
Tuesday at 2.00:  The Friendship Club meets at the Parish Hall.
Wednesday 10.00 to 12.30: Pay and Play for Over 50s at Highly Leisure Centre.
Thursday at 11.00:  Drop-in morning at the Parish Church. Take tea and share a chat.

           2.00:  Tina Hobin’s Exercise for the Mature, St Mary’s Place, Love Lane.
           7.30. Tina Hobin’s Ancient Egyptian Dance and good health.  In the Market Hall.
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LET’S BEAT THE SCAMMERS

As the better weather nearly approaches, the 
scammers turn to the scams relevant to the 
season.  Holiday Scams and Romance scams are 
on the uptake at the moment.  We are being 
warned that approaches either by email or text 
message or even phone calls offering holiday 
opportunities that look too good to be true, are 
just that! They are not true.  If you are planning a 
late booking or a holiday, please use a recognised 
organisation ideally one with ATOL registration 
or a web site you know is genuine.   
Romance scams are often initiated again either 
through social media or by phone or text.  
Scammers often assume a very plausible persona 
and entice you into their world with gentle but 
ever more persuasive messages eventually 
confessing they are falling in love with you and 
encouraging them to reciprocate.  This is 
something that people who may be lonely, 
i n d e p e n d e n t o r g e n u i n e l y s e e k i n g 
companionship may be more susceptible to.  
Who are their targets?
Females over 40 years are common victims, as 
well as younger males, but users also need to be 
aware on age-related dating platforms too.  
How does it work? 
Basically, criminals will go to great lengths to 
gain the victim’s trust by claiming they are in a 
genuine relationship and this is built up over 
time 
• They will manipulate and exploit the victim 
to the extent they are persuaded they are in a real 
and genuine relationship 
• Then, when they ask for money, the victim is 
convinced there is no problem with the request 
• The requests can be very emotive citing 
reasons such as medical emergencies, travel costs, 
payment of fines or taxes, or even claiming their 
bank account has been frozen
Tell-tale signs a friend or family member is 
involved in a Romance Scam 
• They may be very secretive about their 
relationship or provide excuses for why their 
online partner has not video called or met them 
in person.  
• They may be unwilling to discuss their online 
relationship 
• They may express very strong emotions and 
commitment to someone they have only just met 
• They have sent, or are planning to send, 
money to someone they have not met face-to-

face. They may take out loans or withdraw from 
their pension to send money.
Stay safe 
• Never send money to someone you have 
never met in person 
• Never part with your bank or personal details 
to strangers online however genuine they claim 
to be 
• Always seek advice from somebody trusted 
before parting with any money in any format, 
whether it is bank transfers, PayPal, Gift Cards or 
bitcoin currencies. 
• Profile photos are very often fake, you can 
research any image by doing a “Reverse Image” 
search to find photos that have been copied from 
elsewhere. 
• Never share images of yourself that you 
would not want your own family and friends to 
see. 
Take Five to Stop Fraud
STOP: Taking a moment to stop and think before 
parting with your money or information could 
keep you safe.  
CHALLENGE: Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, 
refuse or ignore any requests. Only criminals will 
try to rush or panic you.  
PROTECT: Contact your bank immediately if you 
think you’ve fallen for a scam and report it to 
Action Fraud
ALWAYS REMEMBER: 
• Avoid disclosing security details 
• Emails, Phone Calls and Texts may not be 
authentic 
• Always make direct contact with any 
organisation by using a genuine phone number  
• Stop and Challenge any unexpected requests 
• Protect others by reporting Fraud and Scams
If you’ve fallen for a scam,  
report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or 
via actionfraud.police.uk
Scam Text messages can be forwarded to 7726 to 
help phone providers take early action and block 
numbers that generate spam on their networks. If 
you think your bank account or personal banking 
details have been used fraudulently, then use the 
short phone number - 159 - to contact the Fraud 
Prevention Department of most major UK banks.

Nigel Reid
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote

KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST CLARION :   JULY 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury 

Mortimer, Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212 E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

———————
Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from:  Londis, Cleoburrs, Cleobury Cafe, 

Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The Library.
And out in the county:

The Blount Arms, Heath Farm Meats,  Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The 
Colliers Cafe, Sun & Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow 

Library; Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, Neen 
Sollars; Eagle & Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, 
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage, Neen Sollars and Stottesdon.

—————————————————————————————————————

LUDLOW DOG DAY
At 10am on Sunday 28 July 2024 the gates of 
Stokesay Court will open for a fun-packed 
day for dogs and their owners and admirers 
at the start of another Ludlow Dog Day. For 
the event’s tenth anniversary year, Ludlow 
Rotary Club will be welcoming back 
inspirational displays and helpful training 
tutorials which dog owners can try at home 
as well as holding a wide range of fun dog 
competitions and activities.  
  Held in the beautiful grounds of Stokesay 
Court, situated approximately 6 miles north 
of Ludlow and just off the A49, the day is all 
about fun for the whole family, particularly 
our furry friends. Dogs can take part in over 
21 competitions, from the scruffiest mutt and 
waggiest tail to the cutest puppy. 
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Type to enter text

Gym
Exercise Classes

Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch

Netball 
Tennis Courts

DOWNLOAD OUR APP
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