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REMI REINS

Tenbury’s lovely Regal
theatre filled every seat on
February 24th for the debut
of a new locally developed
project that celebrates the
great musical talent of the
late Peter Green. The Regal
does have some bright
brains selecting and
promoting music and theatre
that draws audiences in and
sends them home happy.

In this instance the buzz of
anticipation before a note
had been played suggested
that lots of people knew this
would be special. The typical
dimming of the lights
brought conversation to a
stop and those still standing
and chatting moved swiftly
to take their seats and take in
a musical experience they
knew would be good,
possibly great. Two and a
half hours later, the
prolonged standing ovation
confirmed their hopes. Read
more on Page 43.

THE HIGH SHERIFF

VISITED

The High Sheriff of the
county called to visit and
inspect the town on
February 14th. The lady
prefers to be called simply
Mandy Thorn and showed a
lively interest in our
community with a capacity
to listen carefully and not
dictate to our representatives
how to do their job. A very
refreshing approach when
compared with some who
have not managed to wear
their position with such
modesty. No names, no pack
drill.

She looked in on the CoCo
Coffee morning in the
Market Hall, meeting
Catherine Evans and several
other local characters. From
there she walked down to
the Community Hub, the
one-time Methodist chapel
that is now the base of Saint
Mary’s Youth Partnership
and home to lots of fun and

help for the younger
children in the town. Richard
was the host on that
occasion, showing the range
of work already completed
and the plans for the future.
The next steps will require
something like £150,000 and
raising that from a variety of
sources is the task facing
those who run the Hub.

The knowledge that senior
figures such as Mandy have
became apparent at this
stage, she listing a number of
potential sources and
offering either contact details
from her Smartphone to ask,
or in some other cases
offering to make contact
herself.

It was an impressive visit
by a well connected and
clear sighted lady who could
prove to be another source of
aid to the Community Hub
venture. No shout or show,
simply listening and offering
advice. Just what the county
needs in fact.

tel: 07974 100089

email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk

Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser

Grainger lives in Cleobury Mortimer giving the residents
and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.
. Wealth Management .

. Investments & Savings .
An initial consultation is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

Retirement Planning
Family & Business Protection

website: www.meridenfp.co.uk
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Victoria Allen
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Business offering a
Personal and Professional Service

Over 25 years’ Experience
Competitively Priced
Private Chapel of Rest
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
Covering All Areas

Home Visits Available

01584 879035

24 Hour Service

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND
www.vallenfuneralsludiow.co.uk
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
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Firewood

Seasoned logs, barn dried & ready to burn.
Free local delivery -01584 890993 or 07970878224
Various size loads available

Paul Harding Tree Services
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DRY CLEANING & LAUNDRY SERVICES
20 HIGH ST, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8DG
01299 270571 / 07483 380019
HOUSEHOLD & COMMERCIAL WORK WELCOME
FULLY ATTENDED MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9AM-5PM
THE PLACE TO AIR YOUR DIRTY LAUNDRY!!

follow us on facebook

self service & full service wash/dry/fold/iron large machine for big items
dedicated machine for pet items equestrian rug cleaning team sport kit laundry service
professional shirt service dry cleaning service duvet/ blanket/sleeping bag washing service
Nikwax wash and proof for outdoor clothing
local delivery available, we specialise in hotel and B&B laundry and ironing

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS IN BUSINESS
THANK YOU TO OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS AND THE COMMUNITY FOR THEIR SUPPORT

Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work
Wall & Floor Tiling
Painting & Decorating

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

Supplying kiln dried logs in 3 convenient load sizes: a bag, a pickup load or a
transit/trailer load. We also stock nets of kindling.

We are Ready to Burn accredited and offer free delivery within 10 miles.
Logs are between 8-10 inches in length and are kiln dried to 20% or less moisture content.

** Summer promotion — discount on prices for orders placed between 15t June 2023 and
315t August 2023 **

For prices, availability or to place an order, please contact us on

01584 891307 or 07518 810269
B Price Forestry, The Workshop, Bitterley, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 3HW
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TREASURER

WANTED
Cleobury Mortimer Mens Shed
needs a little help. We are
without a treasurer and are
seeking a local resident who is
able to give a little bit of time
to help this important charity
continue to contribute to our
town and help tackle
loneliness and isolation along
the way.

It is not a time-consuming job
as we have very little income
and expense. Essentially, we
just need a quarterly return
and an accountants summary
for the year for the charities
commission.

Experience shows this is a
couple of hours here and there
now and then.

If you're reading this and
interested in giving a little bit
back which will help so many
people then please contact our
secretary, Guy James on:-

07532 230051

guyjames50@gmail.com
Pete Blackburn

BIG EASTER

BREAKFAST

The Neen Savage Big Breakfast
sounds like a busy and
friendly way to start an
important day in the church
calendar. It will be centred
around the Parish Church and
Hall, starting with an Easter
Joy Service at 9.00. This will be
followed by a Mega Easter Egg
Hunt at 9.30 and then the Big
Breakfast at 9.45. That means a
full English breakfast with free
tea and coffee for a reasonable
£8.00, or £4.00 for children
under 12. For more
information or to book your
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place, call 07825030607. After
that the day is yours, if you
have any energy left.

NEW NOTES CHOIR

NEEDS MEN

Last year I told you of the
success of the concert held in
the Clee Hill village hall by the
New Note Singers. Well, our
number of members is steadily
growing but sadly male
members are very few. We
need more men, now!

The most frequent comments
are “But I cannot sing.” Let me
tell you everyone can sing, you
may not be able to sing well,
but you can sing. It’s good for
the soul and it makes you feel
good. So, you men, what are
you waiting for? What are you
afraid of? The lovely ladies
won’t eat you, we are a
friendly group and have lots of
fun every Thursday from 1.45
till 3.30 in the Clee Hill
Community Centre. So come
along and you will be made
very welcome.

Derek Handy

CLOWS TOP
GARDENING CLUB

The March meeting is our
Spring Show, when part of the
Hall is full of cheery spring
flowers waiting to be judged.
Guaranteed to lift the lowest
spirits!

Our speaker this month is
Darren Rudge; an old friend of
the Club. Who could forget his
previous talks "Teabags, Bras
and Tights" and "Colour and
Interest in the Garden."

Darren is a horticulturist with
30 years experience. He has
been a BBC broadcaster for 15
years; was an assistant director

at Birmingham Botanical
Gardens, and currently runs a
garden design business.

The subject this month will be
"Low Maintenance Gardening"
A topic which I am sure will be
of interest to everyone. He
does encourage full audience
participation, so be prepared to
join in.

As usual there will be a
flower of the month
competition, and a magazine
swap. Also, a prize is on offer
if your number is drawn out of
the hat. Any questions? Call
Elva on 01299 832288.

We look forward to seeing
you on the 27th March.

Judith Lawson

CLEOBURY CONCERT
BRASS

We have been in full swing
rehearsing for the area contest
in Corby on 39 March. The
title of the music is Corineus
by Christopher Bond, which is
an exciting piece of music and
has made our winter practices
very enjoyable.

Very short notice, but if you
are at a loose end this evening,
March 1st, we will be opening
the doors to our final rehearsal
in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm

Our 2024 engagement list is
taking shape, so please get in
touch if you have a special
occasion coming up and are
looking for something a bit
musically different, you might
like to consider booking the
band to play, we can tailor the
music to your requirements.

To discuss options, please
contact our secretary Amanda
on 01584 891199
Katie Griffiths
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5-6 Talbot Square
Cleobury Mortimer

Cleobury Dentall DY148BQ

PRACTICE Free car parking available in the town centre car park

Find Your Smile at Cleobury Dental Practice

Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting
your confidence with teeth whitening or a dedicated dentist for your regular care, you can find it all here in the
heart of historic Cleobury Mortimer.

e Modern, state of the art facilities and the latest dental technology
e Free car parking adjacent to the practice and step-free access to our dentists’ surgeries
e Enjoy private dental care from just 47p per day with our membership plans

e Highly experienced in helping those with dental phobias

Services Provided Opening Hours

¢ Tooth-Coloured (White) Fillings Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 9am-5pm

e Sedation for Anxious Patients Thu 9am-7pm

e Teeth Straightening with Braces and Invisalign Saturdays by appointment only

¢ Dental Implants (Replacement of Missing Teeth) Tel: 01299 271 747

e Emergency Appointments Slots Available (first
come first served) www.cleoburydental.co.uk

e Hygienist Services

. ] _::". \.( ] ) .
e Private and NHS Care (NHS subject to capacity) BDA Gooc N PH.D.‘.I;I.D.E.EHGIIgn
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CLEOBURY W.I.
Our recent coffee morning was
held at Cleobury Golf Club,
with a dozen members
enjoying coffee, cake and
toasted teacakes and a good
natter.
There was a great turnout for
our February meeting, which
saw the return of Tim
Scarborough’s drumming
workshop. Many members and
several visitors enjoyed the
evening of Rhythmicity. There
were three types of instrument
available (various drums,
shakers and things to tap!) and
we had the opportunity to try
out all types as we made music
together.
The patchwork and quilting
sessions run by Sarah Wilde are
underway, with various dates
on the calendar for meetings at
St Mary’s Place. Sarah
demonstrates techniques, we
practise and will hopefully
each have a beautiful sample
quilt by the end!
We do try to cater for all tastes
in our WI, with a range of
speakers and activities. The
committee has been busy
organising next year’s
programme of events, which
will be presented at the AGM
on March 12th. This will be a
‘members only’ evening with a
look back over the past year’s
events and activities, the usual
financial report and election of
the committee for the coming
year. The business part of the
evening is only short, then we
will enjoy a ‘bring and share’
supper and games of Bingo
with prizes to follow!
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The next afternoon tea meeting
will be held at 3pm on
Wednesday 20th March at the
Fountain. All members are
invited to come along and
enjoy tea, cake and a natter.

For further information or to
join WI, you are welcome to
contact Judy 01299 270983 or
email judysantl0@gmail.com.
Check out our Facebook page!
Val Sniadowski

LUDLOW ROTARY

CARES 2024

‘Ludlow Rotary Cares’ is the
name given to its annual

scheme supporting
community life in and
around Ludlow, offering
modest grants to local
charities and organisations.
For this year the maximum
grant available has been
increased from £500 to £750.

Over the past nine years the
Ludlow Rotary Club has
been able to invest over
£45,000 in almost 100 local
community projects through
this scheme from funds it
has raised. After a successful
Dog Day fundraising event
in 2023, the Club is delighted
to be able to invest again in
our community.

The Club intends to be very
open minded about the
types of activities it will
support so long as the
project or programme
responds to a community
need in or within 15 miles of
Ludlow and meets its
criteria on the giving of
grants.

What the Club will need to
understand is exactly what
the money will be used for,
who will benefit from it and
how much difference it will
make.

Further information and a
simple application form can
be found on the website
www.ludlowrotaryclub.org.
uk. Organisations which
meet the criteria will need to
get their applications in by
April 21st. Those shortlisted
will be invited to an evening
event at Ashford Carbonell
Village Hall on May 14th at
which they will be asked to
explain their project for a
few minutes to a small
panel. There will also be an
opportunity to meet other
applicants as well as
members of the Rotary Club.

The Club is keen to hear
from a wide range of
organisations including
those that have applied in
the past or have been
awarded grants in the past,
so if you are involved in or
are aware of one which
might benefit, do take a
look at the website and
follow the link to download
an application form.

For further information
please email
Irc@ludlowrotaryclub.org.u
k.

Barry Forrester
Ludlow Rotary Club
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RED.#=&HARE  YQLUR

45 HIGH STREET

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
WWW.REDHARESALON.CO.UK HAl R
01299 270702 ‘S
“Red Hare now offers a private hairdressing room. Perfect for A [] V E RT

those wanting more privacy, peace and quiet”

PPD FREE - PARABEN FREE - SULPHATE FREE - CRUELTY FREE

R CLEOBURY CHIROPRACTIC

31 High St. Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8DQ

We offer both CHIROPRACTIC and OSTEOPATHY,

using gentle methods suitable for all ages.
Appointments available outside of normal working hours.

Sue Brown Both practitioners are fully registered, insured & regulated.
MA MSc DC MMCA
CHIROPRACTOR * BACK PAIN * SCIATICA * POSTURAL PROBLEMS
* JOINT PAIN * HEADACHES (arising from the neck)
* Some SPORTS INJURIES .
PLUS *COMPUTER (DSE) WORKSTATION ASSESSMENTS 1
* BACK CLASS - Weekly exercise class for those with HE INSTITUT]

. o DS TROPRXTTHY
back/neck pain. ;

01299 519351 / 07932 000028 / 07506 287191

www.notiustaboutbacknain.com www.isosteopaths.co.uk | w
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SELECT AND SAVE
FINED FOR UNDER
AGE VAPE SALE

The owner of the Select and Save
store in Cleobury Mortimer has
been convicted of selling a
nicotine vape product to a minor
under the legal age of 18,
following a prosecution by
Shropshire CouncilL R P
Enterprises Ltd of Penn Road,
Wolverhampton, was convicted
at Telford Magistrates Court on
5th February 2024 and ordered to
pay a total of £5,944 in fines and
costs.

Shropshire Council’s trading
standards team conducted an
underage sales exercise with two
volunteers at the store in June
2023, after receiving intelligence
that the premises was selling
vapes to children under the age
of 18. Of the six premises
subjected to a test purchase on
the day, only the Select and Save
store sold a disposable vape to
the volunteers.

The prosecution was brought as
the business was unable to
provide sufficient evidence of
procedures it had taken to
prevent the future sales of age
restricted products to minors.
Chris Schofield, Shropshire
Council’s Cabinet member for
planning and regulatory services,
said: “This case is a reminder to
any business selling age-

UPHOLSTERY & INTERIORS

Rosemary Jones
Mob: 07837 609229
Phone: 01584 861823

Email: info@charltoninteriors.com

www.charltoninteriors.com

restricted products of their
responsibilities to prevent sales to
minors, such as ‘Challenge 25,
requesting photo ID, and
ensuring all staff receive
adequate training.

“We want to make sure
Shropshire is a strong, safe and
attractive place for people, and
our trading standards team will
continue to work to ensure laws
on age related products are
complied with.

“This kind of work by trading
standards helps prevent under
18s from accessing age-restricted
products from businesses who
flout the law.”

Any person or business who
suspects a business may be
selling vapes or other age-
restricted products to minors, can
report this to the Citizens Advice
consumer helpline on 0808 223
1133. Information can be
provided anonymously and will
be shared with trading standards
in line with the council’s
information governance policies.
Shropshire businesses who want
advice on their legal obligations
can do so by contacting 0345 678
9000. Further advice is also
available from Business
Companion.

WHOOPS!
Our news item in the February
Clarion that the Monday Bingo at
the Market Hall had closed down
was wrong. We were notified by

Suzanne French that she had
ceased to organise the evenings,
hence our report.

But Margaret Griffiths has been
in touch to advise that she is now
running the sessions, which will
please players of the game. She’s
on CM 272683, the starting time is
from 7.30 on Mondays and new
players will be made very
welcome.

CLOWS TOP VICTORY

HALL

Barn Dance. Saturday March 9th.
7.00 pm. Same caller and band as
our previous dances. Adults
£10, Child ul6, £5. Bar and
snacks. Ring Steve on
07738014884 for tickets.
Quiz Night. Saturday March 16th
7.15 pm. Teams up to six, £2.50
per head. Bar and snacks, also
Pakoray Shakoray selling their
curries etc. Ring Steve on
07738014884 to book a team in.

Wildlife Club Friday 5th
April. 7.00pm. Wildlife quizes,
bar and snacks with free tea and
coffee all night.

The speaker will be David
Brown talking about Moths.
Members free, non members on
the door 5 pounds, just turn up.
For more information ring Steve
on 07738014884.

Steve Woodison

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE
A thorough nail and foot care
treatment in the comfort of your own
home. Registered and Insured

practitioner.

Karen F H Di, RFH

07378 122788
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Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it
written?

Writing your Will and planning for later life can feel like a daunting process...

It doesn’t have to be!

| guide you through the process of writing your Will and Lasting Powers of Attorney \

Call me now to find out how I can help I'm Stephanie

07966366505 Will Writing Group

07966366505 | Info@thewillwritinggroup.co.uk | www.thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

Electrical installations from domestic to
commercial and industrial no job to big or small.

Over 16 years experience.
Local family run business.

Contact: Phone 07872498829
Email lee.leapelectrical@amail.com

Contact Isaac
for a free quote!

Mob: 07845 615 806
Tel: 01299 513 448

EIP
SERVICES

A Friendly, honest tree surgeon serving >~

= Bewdley and surrounding areas.
o

< s
r ¢ All Aspects of Tree Work  # Hedge Trimming/Reducing logs& [
et ' # Stump Grinding # Grounds Maintenance Woodchips R

¥ Qualified Insured

Email: elphicktreeandgarden@gmail.com Web: www.elphicktree.co.uk
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CLEOBURY

GARDENERS

Mycorrhizal Networks. Covid
gave Kit Smith the opportunity
to further his relationship with
a magnificent Quercus Rubor —
his favourite oak tree on the
Ridgeway beyond Hobsons
Brewery. The fact that his
garden was wilting during the
hot summer whilst this Oak
was surviving well, caused Kit
to research the Why and How
questions. He was guided to
the existence and work of the
Mycorrhizal Network,a
worldwide web.

Kit Smith is Cleobury’s own
passionate environmentalist.
At our meeting in February he
spoke of a very long love affair,
a 40 million year long love
affair - between fungi, plants
and trees which communicate
with each other through their
interconnected root systems, in
a symbiotic relationship of
mutual benefit: trees receive
water and minerals from fungi
in return for sugars from the
photosynthesis of trees.
Beneath the ground the root
structures grow towards one
another and have become a
continuous underground
network  existing over vast
areas of land, crossing
countries, borders and
boundaries. Increasingly,
however, with development,
some modern farming
practices, population
movement, civil and military
unrest, the networks are
suffering and the food
exchanges are interrupted.

So how can we play our part?
The importance of countryside
to Cleobury residents, and the
requirement to protect trees,
tracks and wildlife corridors
became apparent in the

Cleobury Clarion - March 2024

Neighbourhood Plan
questionnaire, the ramifications
of which remain relevant to
2038 — another 14 years for us
to adjust, control and change
for our benefit and those who
follow. Be aware of disrupting
the soil; apply a mycorrhizal
powder to the roots of plants to
encourage root development,
and plant to reinstate networks
rather than cause further
disruption. There exists an
outline map of wildlife
corridors which have already
been created around Cleobury
which is available from
Cleobury Country Centre.

Our next meeting, at the
Parish Hall, is on Monday
March 11th, 7.30 for 8pm. Our
speaker is Benjamin Matthews,
and his topic is “Hostas”.

Remember, garden as though
you will live forever.
Linda Ashman

FRIENDS OF SAINT

MARY’S

Most people in Cleobury
admire the beauty and presence
of St Mary's Church, a focal
point in the centre of the Town.
But do you know how much it
costs to maintain it for the
benefit of all in the
Community? The current
annual running cost is
approximately £47,000 which
comes out at about £900 a week
and this has to be found by the
Parochial Church Council who
are all volunteers. This sum just
covers normal expenditure
such as heating, lighting and
routine maintenance, but any
repairs or improvements are
extra. In addition, the building
is one of the 2.5% of listed
buildings that are designated
Grade 1 so that any work must
be done to a high standard,

usually by specialists and this
does not come cheap.

For instance, the recent
overhaul of the clock,
maintenance of the bell frame
and new staircase to the bell
chamber is likely to cost around
£50,000. Grant funding is often
available but this usually
requires match funding so that
the balance must be raised
locally. This problem has been
recognised and in 2003 The
Friends of St Mary's was
formed to 'Maintain, repair,
restore and preserve the
Church building and its fabric
for the benefit of the
community and future
generations'. Since its
formation, the Friends have
raised and donated at least
£100,000 for a number of
projects including the rewiring
and installation of an improved
lighting system and underfloor
heating which have made the
building much more practical
as an events venue.

However, time takes its toll
and this year, three of our long
serving Committee members
are retiring. Elizabeth Burton,
Angela Drennan and Diane
Waddington have together
given many years of service to
Cleobury and deserve our
thanks for all the work they
have done. As a result, new
Committee members are
urgently required. As the
population of Cleobury now
numbers over 3000, there must
be some public spirited souls
out there willing to help.

To sum up, you are cordially
invited to attend the Annual
General Meeting of the Friends
on March 14th at 7 pm in St
Mary's Church. Volunteers
especially welcome.

Steve Todd. Secretary.
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DG Virtual Business Solutions

Locally Based To Help With The Day to Day Running of Your Business

e Short or Long Term Support e Diary and Enquiry Management
e Staff Training and Interviews ¢ Admin Holiday Cover
e Customer Service Support e Day to day Business Support

Benefits of using DG Virtual Business Solutions
You’'re Only Charged For The Hours We Work For You, Not All Day.
No Sick Pay, No Holiday Pay, No N.I. Or Pension Contributions

No Office And Associated Costs, Complete Flexibility For Your Business Needs.

e 07891 616140

www.dgvirtualbusinesssolutions.co.uk

Email: mikeytwonames@icloud.com
Tel: 01299 213558
Mobile: 07513 821616

Unit 1, Hillocks Farm,
Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 OEB.

qg{fg\/‘ﬂ’s FOOT CLINIC

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER
PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME OR MY SURGERY

° Nail trimming ° Callus reduction

° Ingrowing toenail treatment  ° Corn removal

° Fungal infection treatment ° Athletes Foot treatment

° Nail reconstruction ° Verruca and wart treatment

CONTACT IRENA ON 01299 270212 and 07789070629
1 FURLONGS ROAD, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8AR
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THE NEARLY DEAD
POETS’ SOCIETY

It does seem strange, reporting
on the January poetry
gathering in the March
Clarion, but meeting on the
last Monday in the month
means the deadline was
missed. So some late good
news, with six lovers of words
gathered as we greeted Chris
Withers and Janet Manley.
Clearly out to make friends,
they’d heard we take a sip of
wine with words and brought
a bottle along. It went down
very well.

Tony Smith taxied in from
Kidderminster to make us
laugh, David Walford made us
shake our heads in admiration
of his word power and Chris
Withers reminded us of Dylan
Thomas’s great craft with a
reading of “Do Not Go Gentle
Into That Good Night.” Tina
Hobin read some of her son
Richards deep work and we
hope he’ll come and read live
sometime soon. The editor
reminded us that he and Tina
were the only two at the
December night with a poem
written for absent friends! That
made six of us feel like a
crowd.

We meet at 7.30 in the town
library on Monday the 25th
this month, when fine words
and laughter will be shared.
Our subject for the poem will
be ‘Leap Year’.

DOG CONTROL

The local police remind us that
dogs should be kept under
reasonable control and not be a
nuisance. A series of
complaints about lack of

Cleobury Clarion - March 2024

control and noise saw one
owner in Bridgnorth issued
with a Community Protection
Warning, resulting in secure
fencing being installed around
the owner’s property and the
dog to be kept under control
on a lead.

EASTER VILLAGE

MARKET

On Saturday the 23rd, from
10.00 “til 2.00, at Farlow and
Oreton Village Hall.
Handmade products, crafts
and gifts, tea, cakes and a
raffle. Check facebook.com/
farlowandoreton for details or
call Lucy on 01746 718642.

VLADIMIR

Regular readers may recall the
matter of a nasty little pain
that was removed from my
bladder in February last year.
It was one minor pain in the
backside named after the
biggest current example of that
strain. If I was looking for an
excuse for errors in the
February edition there it was,
but I attributed that to age.

I certainly was rather
nervous to be called in for a
progress check in February this
year. But the cheerful staff at
Redditch hospital made me
feel at ease, the matter of a
camera being fitted to make
the examination was much
easier than last time and the
surgeon had a friendly
manner. Even better, there was
no sign of any infection and I
parted feeling very much
better and advised that a
repeat examination will be
booked for about six months
time. I had been trying not to
complain or get wound up, but
I was just plain relieved.

I've praised the National
Health Service on these pages
quite a bit in the past 18 years,
and I'll carry on doing so
whenever I see or experience
the sort of excellence I've just
experienced. If I may offer a
rather trite phrase to remind
anyone who feels they’re not
as well as they normally are,
it'’s simply “If in doubt, go and
find out!” There’s a service and
a wealth of knowledge that
will help you.

THE PENTABUS

YARD SALE

This highly regarded local
theatre company is
celebrating its 50th birthday
this year. They are moving
from their long established
base at Bromfield, near
Ludlow, and are having a
Yard Sale of props,
costumes, furniture and
memorabilia acquired over
half a century. Can you
imagine just how much stuff
a theatre company could
build up in that time?

You can see for yourself at
The Old School, Bromfield,
near Ludlow at SY8 2JU on
Saturday March 9th
between 10.00 and 2.00
o’clock. If you're feeling
brave, just imagine what
you could dress in to pay a
visit to your local pub or
even try getting onto a bus
to go to work on Monday
the 11th. It's not for the shy,
but it is tailor made for a
barrel load of laughs.
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care
- Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our
local communities

We have recently been rated as [OUTSTANDING' by CQC and this
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Professional care and support in Comprehensive range of care services
your own home * Domiciliary Care » Care for young adults
Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care * Palliative care * Supporting younger people
provision ghould it be re.qwr(‘ed. At TLC Care At }-.Iome,.we are dedllcated « Personal care . Domestic services:
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, . o4h . . .
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilties, Learning Disabilties, our care cleaning, cooking, washing
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population. + Companionship and shopping

* Dementia Care * Collections of pensions or

Depending on your individual needs, we can offer varying degrees of
support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them » Elderly Care
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

* Qvernight Care prescriptions
Trips out and about

Inspected and rated

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk Q CareQuality
Website: www.ticcareathome.com ermEen

ROY AL
FOUNTAIN INN

13 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BS

Serving food 12-3 Tuesday - Sunday and 6-9 Tuesday - Saturday
Cake and coftee deals from 3-6pm everyday

Fantastic range of food and drinks with deals every weekend
Large, heated marquee and biggest beer garden in town

Live music every month

We can cater for all occasions and parties of all sizes

01299 272720
info@theroyalfountaininn.co.uk

Lower St Garage
T Lower St, Cleobury Mortimer. DY14 8AA
« M.O.Ts on cars, motor bikes & « Diagnostics, Air conditioning

small commercial vehicles « Welding.
« Tyres, Tyre fitting, = Service and Repairs to most vehicles,
Delivery and Collection Service Available

« Puncture repair and Tracking.

Contact The Team at Lower St Garage on: 01299 270208
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

WOOD WORDS

The recent spells of cold and
wet weather do not really give
much inspiration to write a few
notes on the world of green
bowling. But the anticipation of
what will be in mid -April
when the green re-opens
(weather permitting) gives a
little glimmer of expectation!

Just a reminder that new
members are welcome and next
season we intend to repeat
organisation of “taster
sessions” for those that might
wish to consider “having a go”!
Details will be available on face
book and club website
cleoburybowls.org.uk also
within these columns.

Readers may have viewed the
recent televised Indoor World
Bowls Championship,which
despite it's somewhat boring
title (to some) created
memorable viewing for those
interested in the skill, dexterity
and intrigue (better than
Traitors) within the sport of
bowling...... come and try!

Club news shows the award
of Member of the Year ’23,
made by club chairman Tony
Wilson, was passed to stalwart
member Phil Pack, head
greenkeeper, a top class player
and expert in arranging rules
and order of play in club
special bowling days.

Whilst on a sad note, former
club captain and vice president
Brian Sheldon - “Shelly”- to
most - died suddenly in
December. Also, in the same
vein of sadness, the club has
been informed of the death of
member Pauline Sorrell in early
January. Pauline was a member
of the Ladies League Team and
a regular player. Our
sympathies are extended to all
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family and friends of both
longstanding members.

Finally, watch this space for
further details of recent “stop
press” just come in regarding
sponsorship of the club for next
season by a well known local
brewery.

A reminder to all readers that
general information on
bowling is available on
websites, Bowls.co.uk, Bowls
Development Alliance or
British Crown Green Bowls
Association.

Yours in bowls
Smiffy
THE READING

GROUP

Good writing, good story and a
good evening’s chat! 'Marriage
Material' by Satham Sanghera
was appreciated by all and
contained information often
new to us. We thought it to be a
realistic representation,
documenting the life of a Sikh
family running a
Wolverhampton corner shop.
The elder son Arian Bango
works in London and has an
English fiancé. On the death of
his father he goes back to help
his mother sort things out.
Sanghera writes about the
cultural frustrations
experienced by many second
generation Sikhs, other
nationalities and religions.
Their family life interesting,
providing us with plenty of
subjects for discussion. The
level of tolerance achieved;
how family, especially elders,
are looked after and the usual
question 'have things moved
on? Our book for March is
'Great Expectations' by Charles
Dickens, opinions will be aired
on Monday March 18th.

Deana Kimber 271754

THE MEN’S SHED

An interview with Anthony, a
regular user of the Men’s Shed
in Cleobury.

Why do you go to the Men’'s
Shed?

I have depression. I'd rather
cut my leg off with a rusty
spoon than talk about it in
public, but it's something we
need to talk about to break the
taboo around mental illness.
I've lost two close mates to
suicide so I know the
devastation it can cause.

I regularly pop into the Men'’s
Shed for a cuppa and a chat.
I've helped with community
projects and I've learned how
to use woodworking tools
which is brilliant because I'm a
DIY novice. The shed
environment is creative,
positive and encouraging
regardless of your skill level.
I'm toying with the idea of
building a garden table for my
wife who is very rude about
my DIY skills!

There’s only one golden rule -
What is said in the Men’s Shed
stays in the Men’s Shed.

Who goes?

Men from different walks of
life: farmer, carpenter, IT
consultant and a surveyor. The
members have a strong sense of
belonging and camaraderie,
and devote time to worthwhile
community projects.

When and where?

It’s informal. Pop in for a cuppa
and have a look around.
Tuesday and Wednesday
midday to 4pm, Friday 2:30pm
to 4pm (a social occasion at the
Cleobury Community Hub)
Newhouse Farm Industrial
Estate, Tenbury Road, Cleobury
Mortimer DY14 8RD (the shed is
across from the Seafood Centre)
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Local, personal
~t dedicated
Estate Agents

February’s housing market continued its positive start to the year with net sales agreed so far this
year across the UK being at 95193 homes, exceeding the average across 2017/18/19 where we
experienced a traditional market not influenced and affected by Covid-19 and stamp duty relief.
New properties coming to market are also up from previous years, with year to date new listings
surpassing the averages for the last 8 years.

Locally, across the Wyre Forest, sales agreed have reached 230 at the time of writing with a week
left of the month, compared to last year’s 204 agreed for January and February which is positive to
see the market we live in is as buoyant as the rest of the UK. There is clear appetite from home
movers we have spoken to this year to move forward with their plans after being unsuccessful in
2023.

As ever, the influx of new homes coming to market gives plenty of choice for prospective buyers so
working closely with your estate agent to give you honest and informative advice to navigate the
market when selling is going to be key in making a move happen.

If you would to talk about the market and how it’s
affecting your property value or about an impending
move, please do not hesitate to contact us for a chat.
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Clarion Clippings. - The Local News

Clee Hill Community Wildlife Group

Curlew and Lapwing survey
Curlews usually start returning in late February, and continue to arrive
throughout March. Have you heard your first of the year yet?
If so, please tell us

Our survey aims to find out how many breeding pairs there are, and where. We need to know
that before we can try and help them. If you can recognise Lapwing and Curlew (and
preferably their calls), you can make an important contribution. If possible, we would also like
you to record Kestrel, Cuckoo, and other target species, but that’s an optional extra.

The area is centred on the open hill land of Titterstone Clee and Clee Hill and Catherton
Commons, extending approximately as far as Knowlegate and Knowbury to the south,
Bitterley to the west, Cleedownton and Bromdon to the north, and Doddington to the east. The
bird survey has been carried out every year since 2012, and we are doing it again this year.

If you regret the disappearance of Curlew and Lapwing from the local countryside, and want
to do something to help stop it, we would like your help, please. New helpers will be very
welcome.

In 2023, we had the best result for some years — two pairs of Curlew each fledged a young
bird. We located about eight breeding pairs of Curlews in the area altogether, similar to the last
three years, but a lot less than the 13 pairs when we started in 2012. Are there more? Where are
they?

The survey is easy to do, and only involves three 3-hour visits between the beginning of
April and mid-June. Simple instructions and a map to record your observations are provided,
and there will be a training session if you want to come. Whether you join in or not, please let
us know if you see Curlew, Lapwing or Kestrel anywhere in the area.

You can read about the Shropshire Ornithological Society (SOS) Save our Curlews campaign on
the SOS website www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-curlews/.

We still need to monitor the local Curlew population, and check all the pairs we do find, to
see if they produce young, and if any fledge, so if you can do so, please help.
A Bird Group meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 18 March,
at the Recreation Rooms, 22A, Clee Hill High Street,
to present the results of our work in previous years, and plans for 2024.
All welcome!!!
For more information, please see the Clee Hill pages on the Community Wildlife Groups
website https:/ / www.shropscwgs.org.uk/ clee-hill-wildlife-group /
You can find more information about how to report a Curlew, Lapwing or Kestrel,
arrangements for the public meeting on 1820 March,
on our website www.shropscwgs.org.uk/
or contact Chris Bargman

01299 270514, email: chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk
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BOILER INSTALLATIONS

GAS, LPG & OIL BOILER SPECIALISTS

UPGRADE YOUR OLD BOILER TO AN
A-RATED BOILER & SAVE UP TO £580
A YEAR ON YOUR ENERGY BILLS YEARS

WARRANTY &

ZAWORCESTER x| x| x| x| x|

B G = s
SH E I.TE R-A DAMS LTD 0% Financn & torest

Bearing options available
on boiler installations!
11.9% Representative APR

Locally based family run business in the Heart of Worcestershire

John Brazier & Co

Accountants & Business Advisors

Accounts — Company, Partnership and Sole Trader

Tax Returns — Corporation Tax and Personal For a personal and
VAT - Returns and advice professional service
Payroll Service including RTI

Contact John Brazier or Sarah Morgan to discuss your requirements on 01299 271473 or email at
info@johnbrazierco.co.uk. Alternatively, you can arrange a meeting at 53, High Street, Cleobury
Mortimer, Worcestershire DY 14 8DQ

01299 271 473

Qumboer Nnez@@ﬁ

No 19 Denture Repairs

Dental | aboratoy

A.B. Plastering

Plus Traditional Lime Plastering]

Adrian Booton|
PLASTERER

SPEEDY, QUALITY DENTURE REPAIRS

Cracked/broken dentures repaired the same day.
A 1 HOUR service is available for when time is of the essence, just
call to make an appointment .

4 Severne Green, Bayton
Nr Kidderminster, DY 14 9LL

19 Lower Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8AL
Email: nevilleweaver@googlemail.com Phone: 07973856733
All work undertaken by a GDC registered techniclan

Tel: 01299 832 838
Mobile: 07974 582 524
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The Cleobury Mortimer Manor
House

It has stood the test of time. For three
centuries the Manor House on Cleobury
Mortimer High Street has presented itself as
a testament to the style, imagination and
quality of build that the Georgian era
legacy has left for us.

Properties from previous centuries are
protected through a listing system by
Historic England. A Grade Il with * is
considered to have a special element of
particular interest and in the case of the
Manor House this is the curved and swept
oak staircase with toad-back handrail. This
is what makes our Manor House with a
separately listed adjoining Stable Block, so
special amongst the 77 listed buildings and
structures in our town alone.

It is believed the House was built in the late
17th Century, by Hugh de Mortimer and was
typical of Manorial Houses of that age.
Formerly known as Cooks House, it was sold
on 30th November 1760 for the sum of £60.
Over the years, many exchanges of
ownership ended with the property ending
its life as a Nursing Home in 1988. The
home was closed up around 2010 and has
remained so since then.

The building was listed by Historic England
over 20 years ago. But it became obvious
that the current owner has not fully
maintained the building, resulting in a local
campaign to save it from further decline.

Known as the Save The Manor House
campaign, the group has built a web site
with a lot of detail about the history of the
house, photographs and regular updates on
the massive challenges faced.

Just recently a small group of supporters
met outside the Manor House to show that
its decline was not forgotten and looking at
the front elevation it is very clear that
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urgent maintenance is required to the
decaying woodwork and paintwork.

The Save the Manor House Team, while still
in discussions with the Local Conservation
Office, have also met with the owner, who
has confirmed that any appropriate offer to
purchase would be met with interest. At
this stage there has been one approach
which we will follow closely

The group has simple objectives.

1st is to have at least the visible frontage of
the property cleaned up to remove the
‘eyesore’ element. This would entail
addressing the decaying paintwork, the
front garden and shrub area and the main
gates.

2nd objective is to see the property sold to
a party who would restore life to the whole
building and site.

3rd and final objective would be to see the
house be part of our thriving community
either purely as a residential property or
some form of single or multiple business
enterprise further benefitting the economy
of the town.

We would welcome that our campaign with
saving the Manor House gets the widest
possible coverage. We believe there must
be someone out there who would be
prepared to take it on for all our benefit.

We very much appreciate any support that
helps to maintain the focus on saving this
beautiful property right in the middle of our
town. www.savethemanorhouse.uk
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BETTER What can a Nutritionist help with?
¢ Digestive issues e High Cholesterol
¢ Chronic Fatigue e Skin Conditions
e Sleeping issues e Children's Health
e Painful periods e Anxiety/Depression
e Menopause e Vegan/vegetarian diets
« Migraine o Weight Management

e Type 2 Diabetes * plus many more

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE

e Ovens o Filters ® Hobs
® Grills ® BBQs ® Ranges
® Extractors ® Microwaves o AGAs

Call or go online today for your free estimate

07913 123543

OVENCLEAN.
The original oven cleaning specialists ovenc l.ea n.com

INFINITE ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

For all your electrical needs:
House rewires
Fuse board upgrades
Electric showers
Need an extra socket or light installed?

A No job too small -
For a FREE quote RIgES ERES
Call Lloyd 01584 811184 APPROVED

CONTRACTOR
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March in the Wyre Forest

Linda Iles

March is something of a changeover month.
Winter visitors such as Redwings and
Fieldfares will be on their way back north but
the summer visitors should be arriving and we
may see Sand Martins by the river or hear
Chiffchaffs making their onomatopoeic calls.
Many of our year-round residents are already
laying eggs in their nests and others may

already be feeding nestlings.
‘

Tawny Owls and Ravens are examples of
these early breeders. The Raven (pictured) is a
frequent visitor to the farm but I have yet to
see one at close quarters or even at ground
level. They most commonly announce their
presence high above the tree canopy as they fly
over, repeating a throaty, rasping ‘Cronk’, and
often tumbling in acrobatic displays to each
other. They pair for life, which can be up to
fifteen years. They are completely black like
their relatives the crows and rooks, but are
much bigger, bigger even than buzzards. Their
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size, long wings (giving a wingspan of 1.3
metres) and diamond-shaped tail help to
identify them at a distance but if you could see
them close up they would also be
distinguished by a heavy beak and bristling
throat feathers.

Literature and older text books associate
Ravens with the cliffs and mountains of the
north and west, and although they have
extended their range eastwards over most of
Britain, their presence, and especially their
calls, evoke a sense of wildness and loneliness.
These are not the only emotions they inspire:
over many hundreds of years they have often
been feared or hated. They feed on carrion (as
well as small living prey) and can be relied
upon to turn up when an animal dies, starting
their feast by pecking out the creature’s eyes.
There is evidence that they sometimes kill
lambs and even adult sheep, so it's not
surprising that many farmers hate them and
gamekeepers persecute them. They are also
associated with battlefields and feature in
superstitions and folk tales as harbingers of
death. The other side of the coin is that they are
highly intelligent: good at mimicry, feats of
memory and problem-solving. They can make
fascinating and amusing pets and the famous
Ravens that guard the Tower of London are
tame, cared for by a Yeoman warder known as
the Ravenmaster. In case you didn’t know, the
Tower and England itself will fall if they ever
leave. But was King Arthur turned into a
Raven, and will he return to save his kingdom
when disaster threatens?

Linda lles
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TURNERS GATES

bespoke sizes at standard prices

A small family run business specialising in quality wooden
gates to suit all entrances.
Visit our website: www.turnersgates.co.uk
Drop us an email: turnersgates@outlook.com
Or give us a call on: 01299 270 965
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Mark Pearce

Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture

Fencing e Garden Sheds
Patios e Summer Houses
Drives e Fence Panels
Decking e Log Stores

And Much More
Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products
Mobile: 07875425028 Tel: 01746718404

Robert Bradley Logs
07794 796616

Seasoned Firewood, Hardwood,
Softwood or Mixed loads of logs.
Free Local Delivery

“ ,{, e UPVC Fascias & Guttering e  Re-roofing & general building T T
| e UPVC Windows, Doors & work {4 /14 |

F1if Conservatories e  Replacement Glass Il |
S e  General Home Improvements e  Patio Jet Washing | EEEE

QKELLERNS

DOORS & WINDOWS

Free No-Obligation quote. FENSA registered company with years of experience

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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Philip Dunne’s Letter from Westminster

The Spring Budget

The Chancellor will deliver his Spring Budget
Statement on 6th March. This is likely to be the
last major fiscal event of this Parliament. It also
provides a formal update of latest estimates of
the economic outlook which will provide much
of the context for the upcoming General
Election.

The economic backdrop is really important to
grasp. The Government had to spend £400bn to
keep millions of businesses and tens of millions
of their employees afloat during the pandemic.
The interest burden in servicing that debt has
risen, as interest rates were increased, to bring
down inflation, which had soared due to the
escalation in energy costs after Putin invaded
Ukraine. These issues all have a bearing on
each other.

While the UK entered a technical recession at
the end of 2023 it is likely to have left it at the
beginning of this year, making it one of the
shallowest downturns in the past century, and
the UK economy is forecast to outgrow both
France and Germany in 2024. Inflation has
more than halved. Unemployment is at close to
record lows. Energy costs are declining.
Mortgage interest rates have started to fall.
Incomes have risen above inflation for the past
nine months. Taxes (national insurance) have
been cut for 27 million people this year. There
are plenty of challenges but the economic
backdrop is improving

I am not standing again, so this is also the
last chance I have had to suggest ideas for any
tax or spending decisions which the Chancellor
may make to help deliver positive changes for
residents of South Shropshire.

I write significantly ahead of the Budget, and
have no knowledge of what it might contain.
There will be policies of national significance,
and I hope that the prudence with which this
government has stewarded the economy
through the period of high inflation, will now
leave some room for manoeuvre, including the
possibility of further tax cuts to help stimulate
economic growth.

I have joined other colleagues from the
Conservative Environment Network in calling
for a number of changes, which mostly remove
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perverse disincentives towards green schemes.
For example, given how important farming is
to South Shropshire, I have asked the
Chancellor to support the River Severn
Partnership proposals and to look again at
equalling out tax anomalies on agricultural
land being used for environmental schemes. I
have also called for stamp duty changes to be
made to encourage householders to invest in
energy efficiency measures when moving
house.

I also want to support our hospitality sector,
which is crucial to South Shropshire’s economy
but has been hit hard in recent years. Readers
may have seen that ABTA recently named
Shropshire as one of its top ten global
destinations — the only place in the UK to
feature. So harnessing our hospitality sector
will help drive future growth, and I have
supported calls to extend rate relief for
hospitality businesses, to help ease the burden
of rising cost pressures.

My earliest interventions this year were to
work with Shropshire Council to put into
perspective the financial challenges they face.
The Adult Social Care budget continues to
absorb a growing percentage of the Council’s
finances, not least because South Shropshire is a
popular place to retire, and so our
demographics are older. Over 30% of our
population in South Shropshire is aged over 65,
compared to 18% nationally. Last month we
secured some increase in the funding allocation
to Shropshire Council, but the Council still
faces significant budget challenges.

Given my previous role as a Defence
Minister,, I would be encouraged to see further
uplift in the Defence budget. I have called for
the plan to reduce the size of the Army to be
reversed.

Whatever measures we see this month, it will
be important to avoid fuelling any further
inflation, while using tax changes as a lever to

stimulate growth in the economy, which pays
for the public services on which we all rely.

Philip Dunne
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Soft furnishing and

GJM GJW - %&/ZW/ Interior Design Services

Clebyant CMasquerade

07977 578790, - 07687 890007

Fabrics Limited

01299 271 680

e freciousmenoriescelebrant el 36 High Street Cleobury Mortimer near Kidderminster
’ Worcestershire DY14 8DQ
Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Fore aﬁmma/, Wo;ée serowce Lo Crowson and many more...

Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.

TDC CARpenTRY SERVICES

Fully insured qualified professional
Excellent workmanship and quality customer care
From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects

Tim Clare - 07890 519980
HANDY MATT

FORALL THOSE JOBS YOU NEED DOING OR NEVER GET
DONE AROUND THE HOME AND GARDEN!

CALL ME TODAY AND GET THEM DONE.
RESTORATION, ROOFING, GUTTERING, BRICKWORK,
REPOINTING, CARPENTRY, INSULATION, DECORATINOG,

TILING, FLOORING, DAMP PROOFING, STOVE FITTING, GROUNDWORKS,
LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, FENCINO,

GARDEN MAINTENANCE.

TEL: 07731 459631

i
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

THE FOOTPATH

ASSOCIATION

Sadly the annual Snowdrop
Walk was cancelled last
month due to the closure of
the footpath accessing the
Lower Forge Bridge on the
Mawley Estate. Instead
fifteen walkers and three
well behaved dogs set out
from the Market Hall on a
rather grey early February
morning to walk the
undulating countryside to
the south of the town.
Following CMFA Walk 5,
Teme Valley Views, the route
was reasonably firm
underfoot despite the
January storms with just a
few muddy areas. The
promise of a lovely day
became a reality when the
breeze cleared the mist to
give spectacular views over
the Teme Valley with
Abberley, Bromyard and the
Malvern Hills in the
distance. The walk of just
over three miles has a few
short hilly sections that
exercised the heart was
completed in about two
hours at a leisurely chatty
pace. We did look for
snowdrops during the walk
but they were only evident
in private gardens in
Cleobury! = The Country
Walk on Sunday March 3t
will meet outside St Mary’s
church at 10.00 and head
towards Neen Savage.
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The work parties start this
month after the Winter
break. They are scheduled
for the second Thursday of
the month. As it says on our
website, CMFA is one of
many volunteer groups in
Shropshire that provide a
major contribution to the
maintenance of public
Rights of Way. Please get in
touch via the website if you
would like to join this
worthwhile activity.

Choosing a suitable route
for Walking for Health is
challenging during the
winter months. In February
one of our leaders came up
with a novel variation, an
exploration of some of the
Cleobury’s cul de sacs! It
may sound odd but it was
definitely different. There
were several comments of
“I’ve never been down
here”, even from long
standing residents. The
highlights of the town look
different from an unusual
angle. The view of St
Mary’s church steeple from
Mill Pool Place not only
shows its characteristic twist
but also a distinct lean.
Walking for Health meet on
Wednesday 13th and 27th
March at 10.00am outside
The Market Hall.

There are many footpaths
around Cleobury and I
expect we all have our
favourites. One of mine is
CMFA Walk 9: Hobson’s

Choice. The five mile route
heads out of town past
Hobson’s brewery and the
vets. The paths cross arable
land towards Barnslands
Farm which has stood there
since the sixteenth century.
There are some steepish
sections, several stiles and it
can be muddy after heavy
rain. The views over the Rea
and Teme Valleys towards
the Black Mountains are
well worth the effort.

More information and the
calendar can be found on the
website www.cmfa.co.uk
Our Facebook page has
news and many photos.

Veronica Hargreaves

ROCK PATHFINDERS
Walk dates and details for

this

very active neighbour just

across the Worcestershire
border.

Thursday the 7th. 10.00
start from Kinlet Hall, just
off the B4194 at DY12 3AS

Thursday the 21st. 10.00am
start from Rock Village,
Porchbrook Road, Rock
DY14 9SD.

The club had a new web
a d r e s s
www.rockpathfinders.uk.

Or
mdsskey@rockpathfinders.u
k or ring Alan on 01299
400304

email:
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Come and see us at our riverside offices located in the heart of Bewdley at
18 Severn side South.

With over 30 years' experience, Mandy and her team offer a personal and
professional service specialising in will drafting, lasting powers of attorney,
deputyship applications and probate.

Previous clients feedback has included the following comments:

“I've used Mandy at Westons Wills and Probate numerous times over
recent years covering all aspects of her expertise. Her guidance on the way
forward and solutions to issues that she has suggested has been excellent.
She is extremely communicative and responsive, and handles difficult

situations with compassion and empathy. | have happily and confidently Tel: 01299 405873
recommended her services to everyone | know that would benefit from her .
services.” “Great expertise and a

riendly professional manner”
“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills and Probate is a very professional and U y prof

knowledgeable person. She has now become my‘go to’'legal adviser

and has taken on many legal tasks for me and my family. Wills, Probate,

Inheritance Tax and Powers of Attorney. | trust her judgement and

experience to act in mine and my family’s best interest. | would highly @
recommend her legal services to anyone.”

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733
Email enquiries@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk
Address 18 Severnside South, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DX

BILL’'S QUALITY METALWORK
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports,
Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service.
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914
Office for a free quote
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE BREAKFAST

CLUB
In February, the Club met to
hear Pete Blackburn talk about
‘Crisis & Conlflict’. A retired
police officer, Pete has
experienced crisis and conflict
during the course of his duties,
and he summarised some of the
learning relevant to any conflict
situation. He did, however,
stress right at the start that this
is a field in which ‘there is no
such thing as an expert’ as we all
have more to learn.

In any crisis situation the
prime aim of the police will be
to save life and defuse
confrontation without harm
coming to anyone involved. Key
factors in such a situation
include situational awareness,
emotional intelligence, and
effective communication using
active listening skills. It is
always important to remain as
calm as possible, and use active
listening skills to establish a
rapport and gain an
understanding of the situation to
build genuine trust and a safe
way forward. Simple common
sense principles, e.g. being
truthful, will help increase the
likelihood of a peaceful
resolution.

Having outlined some of
these principles, Pete then
shared the learning from one
domestic siege situation where
an elderly lady was held at
knifepoint by a family member
threatening to kill her. Pete
outlined how he initially spoke
directly to the subject then co-
ordinated the negotiations,
working closely with other
specialist mental health
professionals. This approach
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helped influence the subject to
release the lady held without
harm, and after 28 hours of
negotiation a peaceful surrender
was achieved, to the relief of all
involved. Whilst numerous
options were continually
reviewed by the police, good
communication and teamwork
led to a peaceful outcome. A
good example of how
negotiation can help bring a
complex conflict situation to
peaceful conclusion. Pete’s final
words were "The most
dangerous time in any
negotiation is when you think
you’re winning.’

The Club’s next meeting will
be held on March 12th at the
Golf Club, with Chris Kippin
speaking on ‘So Near And Yet So
Far’. This will be followed by
the AGM. April’s meeting will
be held on 2 April, with visiting
speaker Tim Blackburn
(Consultant in Facial Plastic
Surgery, Manchester) who will
speak on ‘Facial Reconstruction
Surgery’. Anyone wishing to
attend either meeting should
contact Angela Drennan
(270636) to book a place.

Mark Baldwin

FLICKS IN THE

STICKS

On the 70th anniversary of the
D-Day Landings (summer 2014)
octogenarian Bernie Jordan
(Michael Caine) made global
headlines. He'd staged a "great
escape” from his care home to
join fellow war veterans on a
beach in Normandy,
commemorating their fallen
comrades. The story captured
the imagination of the world -
embodying the defiant, "can-do"
spirit of a generation that was

fast disappearing. It was the
story we all tell ourselves to
make war and old age bearable.
The bitter-sweet script explores
the reality with wit and a very
big heart. Bernie's adventure,
spanning a mere 48 hours, also
marked the culmination of his
60-year marriage to Irene
(Glenda Jackson) -- the story
celebrates their love without
sentimentality and with an eye
to the lessons we can all learn
from the Greatest Generation.
Robert Hodge

THE HISTORY
SOCIETY SEEKS NEW
MEMBERS

Are you interested in local
history? Further to the item
in last month’s Clarion,
there will be an open
meeting of the History
Society on Tuesday 16 April
at 7.30pm in the Market
Hall where you can learn
how we have researched the
mediaeval origins of
Cleobury, the Mortimers,
local industry and trades,
families and characters, the
poor, crime and
punishment, settlement,
buildings, wills, social
mobility, genealogy and
much more. If you are
interested, but can’t come —
please

robert@cleoburymortimerhi
story.co.uk

email

Dr Robert Hodge
Chairman
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Doddington
Lodge

/? eridential C,m'I,L —/7[,94414.

d C S 00 d d d
delicious daily menu created by our accomplished
chef. Individually dcsigncd spacious double rooms,
allowing couples to stay together or beautiful single
rooms all with en-suites and stunning countryside
views. Even a hairdressing salon for a little pampering

ts a sing along, arts and crafts,
ing fresh veg from the allotment or just simply
o cach other with a crossword in our
Each day is different, we certainly have
py moments...

Our home is a loving community and family, where
you can consider Doddington Lodge a home away
from home. We will provide you with all the key
information, guiding you through every step of the
process, whether you are staying with us for a short

to provide a place of well-being. or long stay.

Join us for a warm cup of cheer
and plenty of laughs at our
monthly Doddington Lodge
Coftee Mornings!

Every 2nd Friday of the month, come
together with residents, family & friends over
tea or coffee. Enjoy freshly baked cakes as well

as the Doddington Lodge monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person — including your
beverage and slice of cake — join us for our
get-together on Friday, March 8th, 2024,
from 10 am until midday.

We look forward to seeing you!

www.doddingtonlodge.com | E: enquiries@doddingtonlodge.com | T: 01584 707084 o o @
4

Doddington Lodge, Residential Care Home, Doddington, Nr Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire DY14 0H]J. Ee

+ 7/
to fﬂ(.(.&u,» wa
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM A MEMORABLE

Doddington

) Lofg‘i/ MONTH AT DODDINGTON LODGE

We’ve had such a lovely time here at Doddington Lodge over the month of February,
celebrating some very special moments.

We kicked things off with a lively Chinese New Year celebration, where we enjoyed some
delicious Chinese cuisine and cracked open fortune cookies. It was such a fun night, full of
good food and laughs, wishing everyone a happy and prosperous Chinese New Year.

A few days later, we celebrated Pancake Day here at Doddington Lodge. We S day
by flipping some yummy pancakes and having delicious toppings, from classic lemon and
sugar to chocolate spread. There was a pancake topping for everyone!

The next day, we all celebrated a lovely Valcntin‘ejs Day. The atmosphere was filled with love
and warmth as we enjoyed a delicious Valentine’s Day-themed menu created by our very
talented chefs, makiﬁg it a truly special day to remember.

- T ————

We would like to introduce you to Rachel L. She is one of our amazing Activity Coordinators
who lives in Tenbury with her husband and two children. Rachel has a great passion for baking
cakes and cooking delicious food, and she can often be found experimenting with new recipes
in her kitchen. She is also a devoted parent who takes an active role in her children’s after-

school activities such as dancing, swimming, and football.

But that’s not all! Rachel is also a skilled hairdresser and barber. Her talent for styling hair
leaves our residents feeling amazing after spending some time in the Doddington Lodge salon.
Providing a sense of well-being to our residents through her work is extrcmely important and
never fails to fill her with immense satisfaction.

We are incredibly lucky to have Rachel as part of our Doddington Lodge team. Her sparkle
and upbeat outlook never fails to put a smile on our faces. We are truly grateful for the warmth
and dedication she brings to our community.

www.doddingtonlodge.com | E: enquiries@doddingtonlodge.com | T: 01584 707084

Doddington Lodge, Residential Care Home, Doddington, Nr Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire DY14 0HJ.
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Clarion Clippvings. - The Local News

DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL CLARION: MARCH 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury
Mortimer, Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212 E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from: Londis, Cleoburrs, Cleobury Cafe,
Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The Library.
And out in the county:

Heath Farm Meats, Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The Colliers Cafe, Sun &
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Fighting
Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, Neen Sollars; Eagle &
Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington,
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage, Neen Sollars and Stottesdon.

urrrfect
Cattery

Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy

fully licenced by Shropshire Council
visit our website: www.purrrfectcattery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcattery.co.uk
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TUE COMMUNITY WORKSHOP AND CAFE

Email thecwcafe@gmail.com to book

We are really happy to announce that we are adding to our Men’s Shed. We
now have workshops on a Tuesday and a Thursday 10.30 till 12.30 Last
session of the year to be on 14™ December.

We are looking for people to join our Knit and Natter afternoons on a
Tuesday 1.30 till 4.00

o —
| -
i E

TEL 07984 354882~ (GOTHECWCAFE EMAIL: THECHCAFECQOGMAIL.COM PARK ALLEY, BEWDLEY. WWW.THECWCAFE UK
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CARTER’S ANTIQUES ,p-i—

We are looking to purchase all manner of
antiques, jewellery, coins, medals
and curiosities.

For a free valuations kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792
Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com

Alan Smith Aerials

Digital TV Installations.

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house.

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off
payment, No contract or subscription required.

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room.

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and
insured installer.

01299 270007 or 07970 675728

W atali'e Ta_ylbr Dip CFHP MPS Pract.

Specialist Foot Health Practitioner
Specialising in:-

In-growing toenails

Fungal infections

Nail trimming

Verruccae

Calluses

Corns

All from the comfort of your own home.

If you would like to make an appointment,

please call on 07779 113982 or 01584 890112

y/\( Claire gﬁac/%z

Floral Desii 1S
F|0I’ISt for all occasions, specialising in wedding and
funeral flowers
nner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradleyl@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

SINGING LESSONS

Professional singer and
experienced teacher recently
moved to this area
Vacancies available
All styles, ages, standards welcome
Contact Angela Kazimierczuk on
07870 506655

VUKEECIY
B ER REPAIRS

Domestic oil-fired boiler breakdown
& maintenance services.

27 years'field-service experience with leading
UK boiler manufacturer Worcester Bosch.
Donovan Taylor
Tel: 01299 828670 or 07807 837040
donovan.taylor@sky.com
www.greenstar-boiler-repairs.com

Caring about your environment and providing an honest,
professional & reliable service you can trust
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Tree Stump Removal
Commercial and residential.

Fully insured, qualified and professional.
Your property left neat and tidy.
Happy to give quotes with no obligation.
Ring Sam: 07787095668 or 01299832549
Email: sam@gwstumpremoval.co.uk
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Simon Morton In The Garden

The Petrified Puppy

This month’s meandering ponderings
start with a plea. Dear reader, I need your
insight and expertise. And if you don’t
have any of that to hand, I'll take your best
wishes and messages of support.

Frankly, I'll take whatever you've got.

The source of my chagrin is a fox-red
Labrador named Maggie. Let’s gallop
through the good stuff first:

She’s gorgeous. Granted, some family
members have commented that her head
looks a bit like a baked bean and her eyes
are a touch on the beady side, but to me,
my ‘Labra-daughter’ is picture perfect.

She’s funny. I mean, really funny. They
say that comedy is all about timing, and
Maggie has a knack of choosing the perfect
time to run away my wife’s slippers. She
nails it every time, sparking great hilarity in
our house. In fact, the only one who doesn’t
seem to see the funny side of it is my wife,
but I assure Maggie that you can’t please all
the people all the time. Tough audience, my
wife.

She’s sporty. A hairy four-legged mix of
Usain Bolt, Adam Peaty and Erling
Haaland - she is a running/swimming/
ball-catching machine. This physical
aptitude does come at a cost, namely, her
eating her own body weight in ridiculously
expensive dog food. However, I view this
very much as a necessary investment - after
all, you don’t stick any old unleaded into
an F1 car, do you?

However, despite all this
marvellousness, we do have one slight
issue - with the exception of our immediate
family and home environment, Maggie is
terrified of almost everything.

The distant sound of a car will send her
into a frenzy. Strangers - even friends who
are regular visitors - are treated with the
highest of suspicion. Any loud noise will
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spark a major panic attack.

And despite being surrounded by
people ready to dish out calming hugs, her
preferred method of dealing with fear is to
find the nearest thorny bush and hide
under it, shaking. She's become so skilled at
hiding in response to these blips that we've
had to invest in an Apple AirTag to keep
track of her whereabouts.

It's horrible to see how upset she gets.
It's also the polar opposite of what I had
envisioned when we decided to bring
Maggie into our lives. I had imagined
leisurely walks and adventures in the
countryside and visits to dog-friendly pubs
where she would lie quietly under the
table, a picture of serene canine
companionship. Instead, I find myself the
caretaker of a dog so consumed by fear that
the mere sound of a car engine causes her
to tremble uncontrollably. The more I try to
(sensitively) expose her to the outside
world, the more she freaks out.

And so, I turn to you, dear Clarion
reader, for wisdom and advice. How can I
help Maggie overcome her fears and
become the confident, joyful companion I
know she can be? What tips do you have to
help me introduce her to the world in a
way that feels safe and secure?

The good news is that there’s no end of
patience and understanding from our side;
I'm just on the lookout for more creative
ways for us to help Maggie face a world
where cars, strangers, and noises are no
longer threats but part of the exciting
tapestry of her little canine life.

In the meantime, I'll continue to laugh
like a drain every time she hides a slipper
and stand slack-jawed in wonderment as
she does yet another length in the pond...

Simon Morton
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TWS Kidderminster, are a premium home improvement company, offering bespoke
windows, doors, and roof systems with a high-quality finish at competitive prices.

With over three decades in the industry we pride ourselves on  Investing in our products will not only visually Walk in anytime! The showroom is
offering extensive knowledge and a service you can rely on. enhance your property but also offer the open 6 days a week including 9am
As comprehensive home improvement specialists, industry’s best in thermal performance to 4pm on Saturdays, you can even
we take pride in installing a wide range of double-glazed ~ technology and high security. All of our products bring your dog as our showroom is
products. TWS work with industry leaders and our are made to measure and can be customised in dog friendly too with fresh water,
employed fitters are CERTASS registered. an array of colours and finishes to suit your home. toys and treats to hand!

www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk sales@twshq.com 01562 822855 Unit 5 Lupin Works, Worcester Rd, Kidderminster DY10 1JR

Selectrical

Fully qualified electrician and bathroom fitter with
over 30 years experience

# Electrical Installations & Repairs
# Bathroom & Kitchen Installations

Call Steve on: 07791 492 951
enquiries@selectrical.co.uk

(\A.The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep

+ Traditional & Power Sweeping Services

+  Certified Chimney Sweep
+ Insurance Recognised certificate issued

M: 07752 116629 T:01584 781358 E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk
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€ ivive BATHROOMS

07971 361901 or 01299 832484

Complete Bathroom Installations
Bathroom Refurbishment or Repairs
Wet Rooms

Professional Wall and Floor Tiling

For a quality and guaranteed semvice, call Stuart for a free quote
Highly Recommended / References available - see my reviews on www.freeindex.co.uk

FOR THE BATHROOM YOU DESERVE!

Paul Harding

e Tree surgery and felling
e Woodland thinning & maintenance
e Hedge trimming & grass cutting
e Supplier of hardwood logs, kindling and garden bark
*NPTC certified fully insured. Domestic and commercial work undertaken.
Tel 01584 890 993 Mob 07970 878 224

Hollywaste Holiday Lets

Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) cottage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury Mortimer. Fully equipped kitchen,
open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC. Includes Freesat and fast WiFi. There are enclosed & open
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beautiful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
Staycations, Pamper weekends , Shooting weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends,
Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!

If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and time frame.

",

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE

. o . Providing a thorough nail and foot
Reflexology is a non-invasive form of complementary medicine. It
involves a method of treatment in which pressure is applied to the care treatment in .th ec Omfort Of y our

feet or hands to treat a wide range of ailments and is effective in

X

Q/": Glenys Turpin Reflexology

promoting deep relaxation and well-being. own h ome
Reflexology does not claim to cure, diagnose or prescribe. It may be . . .
used alongside orthodox medicine and may be helpful with stress Reg |S‘tered and INSu red praC‘t|‘t|Oner_
related symptoms and other conditions.

For more help and information contact Glenys... STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip RFHP

5 New Road, Cleobury Mortimer. glenturp@hotmail.co.uk 07763 332759 07794 022 61 8

Diploma of The Bayly School of Reflexology , Member of The British Reflexology Association
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CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND
80 U rrS EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS!

We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days
Pop inside before you pop online!

18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer

Tel: 01299 489590

Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

BODEN & SON Milk est. 2013

Not only do we deliver fresh Mawley Milk from the farm to your doorstep,
we also deliver: cream , eggs, butter, fruit juice & now.....
Ashley’s fresh bread
Telephone: 01584 891550 EMAIL boden6400@gmail.com

/\ Hobbs Building Services
EST 25Years.

@ A Total Plastering, Maintenance and Building Service for your home,

business and outbuildings.
Insurance work undertaken
Emergency call out service for general plumbing, roofing, boarding up damaged doors and
windows. For a free quote please call;
lan on; 07967190742
Email: hobbsbuildingservice@yahoo.co.uk Or Call/Text Kelly on; 07790085307

BESPOKE YOGA TUITION Rachel Siddall i, wesorac
Footcare in the privacy of your own
Relax Breathe Stretch Tone home: PP
L)
One to one Yoga lessons K 2
. . Nail trimming L
BWY trained teacher with over 15 years Ingrowing toenails “
experience Corn removal ..‘i‘
Thickening nails
Can travel to your home Callus reduction ..Q @
Angela Kazimierczuk Verruca treatment : ‘
07870 506655 Diabetic foot care .

*
07478 007913 %‘
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Cleobury Opticians
NHS & private eye tests ¢ FREE children’s glasses
FREE NHS glasses + Home visits

www.cleoburyopticians.co.uk

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster
DY14 8BX

Tel: 01299 270012

Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com

All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

Tel: 07854 032750 Email: duncpearcel@gmail.com

Stewart Mumford Architectural Services

E}capakc. Architecture

Great value personal service backed up with extensive local knowledge,
established links with other consiruction professionals to ensure
comprehensive packages specifically tailored to individual needs.

Initial consultation free of charge.

Specialist in Works to Listed Buildings, Affordable Houses, T: 01293 271068
Cpen Market Houses, House Extension and Alteration, Barn M O7e7 7 921038
Conversion and Commercial Projects. E: office@stewartmumford.co.uk
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A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing *Oftec approved
*Bathrooms *Qil boilers

*Hot water cylinders *Servicing HURLEY HOMES LTD

*Central heating *Power flushing Building &
Carpentry Services

Call Today: 07565 181554 Tel - 07752 463 651

Email - hurleyhomesltd@outlook.com

u ali We source our wood from a
reputable and sustainable source.
ﬁreWOOd Can deliver up to 20 mile radius from

Bayton (DY14 9NA).

for Sale We can do multiple and large loads.

Please call to enquire on pricing.

John Edwards 07531025018

\Lisa Steward Irc

A. Farr Painting &
Decorating ~ e
Give your home a beautiful new look....

Contact:

andyfarr12345@gmail.com 07815 855340
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MRS GRUMPY

There have been a number of rumours as to
why our Post Office shut last year and a case
that was heard at Telford Magistrates Court on
5th February might provide a clue. The Court
heard that RP Enterprises, the operators of the
'Select and Save' shop in Cleobury Mortimer,
were guilty of selling vapes to an apparently
under age 'mystery shopper' working for
Shropshire Trading Standards last June. It
appears that, acting on 'information received’,
six shops were subjected to test purchases. The
other five passed the tests but.... RP
Enterprises were fined a total of £5944. Given
the general atmosphere that surrounded the
shop, I suspect that this news will not come as
a surprise to many....

On the same subject, as a change from
'Would you like a ride in my Cousin's taxi?, it
has emerged that predators are using vapes to
groom under age youngsters into sexual or
criminal activity. They often use social media
to engage with victims, commonly posing as
those of a similar age. This can also involve the
use of illegal high strength products of which
some 750,000 were seized by Trading
Standards officers nationally in the year
ending March 2023. I suspect the total will be
even higher in the current year. Still, the
probem is being solved by what a government
spokesman has claimed is bold and decisive
action on smoking and vaping'. Excuse me for
being cynical but where is it?

A Labour Councillor on Shropshire Council
has been accused of starting a class war and
advocating a Marxist agenda by a
Conservative opponent for suggesting that
residential care for children be taken back into
Council control. It was claimed that this would
save £11 million and also enable care workers
to be paid a decent wage for the difficult work
they do instead of the bare minimum paid by
private operators. If this is the case, perhaps
most of us would be manning the barricades.
This coincides with a report in 'The House
Magazine' highlighting the costs and profits
made by the sector. This found that the
average cost of keeping a child in residential
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care is £5,400 a week with some cases
exceeding £10,000. Some councils are paying
25 per cent more than two years ago and
income at the 20 largest operators totalled
some £1.63 billion with profits of 19 per cent,
up six points since the previous year. The
average annual cost of a placement being
£281,000 with the highest being £373,000.

Apparently the Mullers site is under offer
again although the potential buyer seems to
want to use it for storage rather than
manufacturing purposes which would limit
employment opportunities.

An unfortunate outcome for a man with a
prostate problem. He was 'caught short' on the
A41 and seen relieving himself in a layby so
ended up being fined £88. You men of a certain
age will know how he felt..However, the real
scandal is the fact that the private company
employed by the council to administer the
system retained a staggering 78% of the fine
for their trouble. Apparently this is the norm
for this type of operation and no doubt results
in councils setting the fines as high as possible
so that their miserably small share amounts to
slightly more. Another candidate for taking
back in house? Still, better make sure you go
before you leave home, boys.

Sympathy for the students at the University
of the Highlands and Islands who have been
given a trigger warning about Hemingway's
classic 'The Old Man and the Sea’ because of
scenes of 'graphic fishing'. Perhaps they are all
vegan and need protecting from any hint of
piscatorial pornography so a lie down and
cold flannel over the eyes might be a good
idea. Cue sounds of their Viking ancestors
rotating rapidly in their graves..Regarding
trigger warnings in theatres, the actor Ralph
Fiennes in a statement of the bleeding obvious
has pointed out that shocking and challenging
the audience is kind of the point...

Ariadne J. Grumpy
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Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

At Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club we believe that a really enjoyable golf day takes more than just a
great golf course.We make sure that your whole experience, from the friendly welcome in the golf
shop to your drinks and meal in our relaxed clubhouse, is all part of a day you'll remember.

b)) sky
sports

S

"L‘c:ig?A
‘e

/

Everyone Welcome
Membership available.

- Playing opportunities at all times of the week
- A range of competitive opportunities
- Open dawn to dusk 363 days a year.

Just some of the many benéefits of joining Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

- Access to full length 27- hole golf course
- Opportunity to achieve and maintain a handicap

- Family, Friendly Environment

We look forward to meeting you at Shropshire’s friendliest golf club.

© 01299 271 112 (ext 1)

\\0?5 MOg 7, (‘O*)
~ T
5 E&;{_f':.\ /= © pro@cleoburygolfclub.com
.-7;'-‘ N g f ~ H ©
"':‘1:. ﬁd’f ./\\y
’?ﬁ o cleﬁuﬂgry[!!lﬂw\,mer © www.cleoburygolfclub.com
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MAN OF THE WORLD.
THE MUSIC OF PETER
GREEN

I do love music. As a kid I
would hear my Godfather,
an enthusiastic amateur, in
full tenor flow and enjoy the
sound. I did try to learn to
play the piano, because my
big sister did, but didn’t
have the patience to learn
scales and that interest faded
very quickly; I never have
liked boredom.

I discovered rock n’ roll and
Bill Haley in the 50s, then
Little Richard, and boredom
was forgotten. I still love
great music, of whatever
genre, from Bach’s ‘Saint
Matthew Passion” to Led
Zeppelin’s ‘Stairway to
Heaven’'.

When the Regal Theatre
announced the existence of
‘Man of the World" I booked
tickets as soon as I could, not
knowing who would be
performing; Peter Green’s
music was enough to know.
February 24th would reveal
all.

My lady and I dined at
Mister Thom’s family eatery,
a few doors from the theatre;
friendly, tasty and affordable.
We were greeted in the usual
friendly style of the theatre’s
volunteers and Marilyn
showed us to our seats.
There was a growing air of
anticipation as 8.00 o’clock
grew close and we still didn’t
know who would be
performing.

Cleobury Clarion - March 2024

The curtain rose with the
audience applauding as four
men walked on stage to their
instruments. Lead and bass
guitars, drums and and pair
of bongos centre stage by a
microphone. And the sound
of ‘Black Magic Woman’ at a
healthy decibel rating. This
was good; time to settle back
and enjoy the evening.

Vocalist Dave Harris was a
show in himself, with lyrics
and body motions, then
taking on the bongos and
blending with the guitarist as
they exchanged solo spots. It
was later in the evening that
I learned the guitarist was
the great Remi Harris, who I
did not recognise in his lead
guitar casual dress. But his
command of the instrument
should have told me who it
was - who else brings such
versatile playing to the
Regal?

The bass guitar man often
seems lost in such company
and Tom Moore made no
attempt to play the star. He
did what a good bass man
always does and provided
thythm when it as needed
and swapped chords and
phrases with Remi on special
sets. Mutual respect was
evidenced by Remi
acclaiming Tom’s solo spots
at the end of whatever song
featured the two of them.

The first half of the show
featured this group’s ‘The
Green Manalishi’ before the
band took a well earned
break and the audience

headed for the bars to deal
with thirst or other facilities
to make room for whatever
their fancy was. It was a
good sign that people talked
to people they hadn’t met
before this respect for music
brought them together.

The second half started
with pure instrumental
numbers before Dave Small
was back on the bongos and
a neat blending of vocals and
mouth organ. I hadn’t seen
this man in action before and
he was a great blend of vocal
and instrumental talent, once
again swapping solos spots
with Remi. It was a reminder
of just whose music we had
come to hear when the first
few bars of ‘Man Of The
World” struck up on Remi’s
guitar and the audience were
applauding. These people,
nearly all of them, knew
their music.

After more than two hours
of great music it had to come
to an end. And I've got this
far in the story without
mentioning Shane Dixon,
who did a great job on
drums and probably worked
harder than anyone. Another
great guy richly deserving
applause as the band shared
a final bow to a cheering
standing acclaim. It was the
best rock show I've seen, and
I've seen quite a few. On the
way out there was a
collection to help the Regal
in its ambition to make the
place famous. Well deserved.
Jim Reynolds
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More Clarion Smalls

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE

No ladders or scaffolding needed.
Can reach any awkward place.

All residential and commercial
Competitive rates

Call lan on 07870384096

HIS & HERS

Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and
Cross breeds professionally
Trimmed and Groomed

J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S
/\\"
// _— .
£ W

Little Detton

Cleobury Mortimer
DY14 8LW
07825030607

www.littledetton.co.uk

Free delivery for
orders over £30
within 10 miles

[ Home Grown Meats

Rare Breed Beef, Lamb, & Pork, Sausages,
Bacon & Gammon, Free Range Chicken
See us at the Farmers Market

Washing Machine
Repairs and Sales
JULIAN BREAKWELL
Telephone 07791 633 746
Repairs to all makes, including
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and
Hotpoint
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FIXED LABOUR COST

Ever After

15hrs education

. Breakfast club :
- After school club f2l1n3|:g di
. Holiday club oneng
. i ¢ schools® o Age ranges: 3
(ta_res schools months to 11
outings years

Day Nursery
Cleobury Mortimer
Please contact us on 01299 272 777
Or Call in to see us anytime.
Friendly, Caring Environment for the Community

PAUL LYNCH PLASTERING SERVICES
Recently relocated. Offering all aspects
of plastering.including making and
repairing mouldings, cornices, etc.
Fully insured, references available.
07890 049 592
or

01299 272931

®Piano tutor
Francis Engleheart

All ages — I specialise in teaching adults
without previous experience

I come to you

07710 288526 fengleheart@hotmail.com

S. L. CARTER

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
TEL: 01299 272868
MOBILE: 07815 483 029

Page 44

Cleobury Clarion - March 2024



SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
CI—IARI_ES I\/IAIDEI\I

Waste Dlsposal Lté

Routine & Emergency emptying of Domestic & Commercial:-

SEPTIC TANKS
TREATMENT PLANTS
ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS
BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE
GREASE TRAPS

Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire & Worcestershire.

Call us now for your free quote.

01885 482305

info@charlesmaidenbromyard.co.uk

www.charlesmaidenbromyard.co.uk

OIL BOILER ENGINEER

. Boiler servicing & repairs
.  Worcester Bosch installer
. General plumbing work

07974121297 billejprown75@gmail.com @wbrownplumbingheating
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FOR ALL CLIENTS!
Ear Health Checks

‘Wax Removal

Hearing Screenings
+ Much More

BESPOKE CARE LTD.

“ | Ground Floor Office Suite,
Upper Baveney Park,
Cleobury Mortimer,
Kidderminster,
DY14 8LF

-5
e Y S I T S e

/cMBesnokecare

Tel: 01746 718816
Friends /cmhespokecare

e |Email: cmhbespokecare@outlook.com

E.PURSLOW & SON LTD

Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies
Approved Coal Merchant
Calor Gas Stockists
Tarmacadam Specialists
Car Parks and Driveways
Constructed.

TEL: 01299 270314
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

ALL ABOUT CARING

The Clarion has agreed to
give Shropshire Carers
Support space for a series of
features about their work.
This is the first.

Do you help someone who
could not manage without
your support? If so, you are
probably an unpaid or family
carer. Many people do not
recognise themselves as carers
but see what they are doing as
part of their role, for example
as a mother, husband, son, or
friend.

Unpaid carers play a
substantial and vital role in
meeting daily living needs of
people in our communities.
The care they provide has
enormous value, both for the
people they care for and for
wider society. Many carers
experience great satisfaction
from their role, however,
without identifying as a carer
and receiving help at an early
stage, it can lead to carers own
health and wellbeing being
affected.

So where can carers go to find
the information and the
support they need?

The Shropshire Carers
Support service offers:

One-to-one support - we
work with carers to explore
the options available to
them. This may mean referral
to other organisations to
provide the appropriate
support.

Support Line—providing a
listening ear, to help carers
reach solutions that assist with
moving forward.

Operating Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri
— 9-00am till 5-00pm, Tues -
9.00am till 7.30pm, Saturday -
9.30am till 12.00pm.
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Regular contact to check on
the carer’s wellbeing.

Personalised information and
advice.

Local peer support groups —
virtual and in the community.

Signposting or referral to
specialist advice and support —
e.g. benefits advice.

Carer Register — mechanism
to share important information
quickly with carers. On
enrolment to the Register, the
carer will also receive a Carer
ID/ emergency card and
emergency plan to complete,
and the option to receive a free
5-part email course delivered
by Mobilise Online, Shropshire
— digital support for Carers.

Assistance with planning
ahead - the right information
at the right time.

Events and activities.

Contact Shropshire Carers
support line on 01743 341995
or email:
Shropshire.Carers@shropshir

e.gov.uk
Samantha Thompson

THE CHILDE
ENDOWMENT FUND

Look out for a feature in next
month’s Clarion about this
little known but very effective
fund supporting outstanding
people as they move on
beyond secondary education.

Lacon Childe School is not
good at telling the world about
its success. But they have had
some stars walk out of their
gate to begin to make their
mark in spheres like
neurology, history, climate
change and law. That’s just a
few of the subjects picked at
random from a selection of
“Thank You” notes from those
who have benefited.

PHILIP DUNNE
SUPPORTS

Mr Dunne is supporting four
local businesses who are
regional finalists in the
Countryside Alliance Awards
annual competition. Also
known as the Rural Oscars.

The businesses and the
classes in which they are
entered are:

Carters of Ludlow in the
Butcher class.

Local to Ludlow CIC in
the Local Food and Drink
class.

Ludlow Distillery also in
the Local Food and Drink
class.

And finally the Tally Ho
inn at Bouldon in the Inn class.

Voting is open online now
at https://
www.research.netCA A24MMP
and closes on April 1st. The
winners will be announced in
May and then go forward to
compete in the grand final.

Mr Dunne commented: “The
fact South Shropshire has four
regional finalists is a testament
to the brilliant business we
have locally and the excellent
service they provide to the
community.

I commend them for their
hard work and hope local
residents will get behind these
businesses and vote for them.”

BORDERLINES FILM

FESTIVAL
Through March at The Regal,
Tenbury Wells. 7.00pm starts.
March 1st: All of Us Strangers
3rd: Tokyo Story
4th: Blackbird Blackberry
7th: The Zone of Interest
9th: The Taste of Things
17th: La Chimera.
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Is your conservatory too hot in the summer ?

CONSERVATORY

INSULATION SOLUTIONS

Worcestershire based

Special offer:

Save 25%
+ 0% VAT

Is your conservatory too cold in the winter ?

« Warmer in the winter
» Cooler in the summer

* Normally fitted in just 1 day

* FREE in home quote

* Year round use of your conservatory
* VAT FREE GOVERNMENT APPROVED INSULATION

EXTRA 10% discount for

NHS / Current & Retired | Blue Light Card Holders | Saga Members

Freephone: 0345 5480078

www.conservatoryinsulationsolutions.com

FRR o

MAKING BETTER USE
OF LIVING SPACE

The men behind CIS. David

Purslow (left) and Keith Nicklin
Keith Nicklin made the first
contact, Stewart Mumford having
suggested the Clarion would be a
good choice for advertising in this
area. CIS is building a name for
insulation that will keep a
conservatory warmer in the winter
and cooler in a hot summer.
Sounded interesting.
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We met at the Community Hub,
where their friendly approach was
made clear when David explained
that he’ll book a visit with the
suggestion that the customer
makes the tea and he’ll bring the
biscuits. At which stage he took a
packet of biscuits out and offered
me one! You can see that they’re
good at making friends.

Their system is simply knowing
their materials and installing them
carefully. They don't talk technical
to an ignoramus like me, but it’s
common sense that insulation
works both ways - keep the heat in
when the temperature is cold and
out when it’s hot.

A customer’s reaction would be
the best way of seeing how good
the system is and I talked to Peter
Cuthbert, a relative newcomer
who was advised by Stewart
Mumford that it was worth the
investment. Asked what he
thought of the product and the
service behind it his immediate
response was “Excellent.”

Peter’s experience included a
friend whose extension was about
the same size as his and in the
height of summer it was simply
too hot to sit down in comfort.
He’s had the CIS treatment and
now finds that room comfortable
to use all year round. An
additional benefit is the effect of
the coating making the room look
lighter too.

So is there an adjustment to be
made as the atmosphere warms
up? Do they need an other visit by
the installation crew? “No.
Nothing like that. The room
adjusts with the outside
temperature and we can use it all
year round.” And we won’t make
the large national company who
came to give a quote embarrassed
by mentioning their name, but
their price was roughly three times
what Peter and wife Chris paid; in
these inflationary times that was
very good news again. We like
good news in Clarion Country and
this story fits the bill. JR
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KIDDERMINSTER
JINISTORAGE AND REMOVALS

STORAGE
Free insurance . Flexible Terms
Fixed Price Guarantee . No hidden costs

REMOVALS
Professional Removal Service
Est. over 25 years

PACKAGING MATERIALS
Boxes, Bubblewrap, Tape Etc. for sale
Free local deliveries on orders over £20

01562 744088

www .kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk
Unit 11 Finepoint Way, Stourport Road, Kidderminter DY11 7FB
info@kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk
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/ = Home Support Services

All staff enhanced DBS checked with over 20yrs experience and training within the
Live Life @ Home local authority/social services mainstream and dementia care sector. Fully insured.

Are you in need of support with the following basic day to day tasks?
Assistance during the day or night Completing Forms
Companionship Pet Care

Shopping/Household tasks Attending social events/ appointments
Contact Liz Contact Tracey

Tel: 01299 271623 Other support services available on request. Tel: 01299 211660
Mob:07826 929222 Mob:07957 659909

| liz@livelifegthome.couk www_livelifeathome.co.uk tracev@livelifeat] :

LEWIS
BOOK YOUR @ OTORSJ\D

MOT WITH USs

% KINLET
301299 841 391

m SRy s E e

SERVICING & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES & MODELS
m Clutches & Cambelts W Exhausts, Batteries & Tyres B Wheel Alignment
B Diagnostics M Recovery B Welding

I e i

KINLET C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Love to Learn — Learn to Love

¢ Qutdoor play areas * Small family atmosphere

eKind — Inspire — Nurturing — Learning — Eco-friendly -Teamwork

www.Kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk admin@Xkinlet.shropshire.sch.uk
Telephone: 01299 841210
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N.R. Evans Landscaping >

Picket fencing

° Grass cutting ° Fencing, including:
° Strimming L] Panel fencing

. o Post and rail fencing
o hedge cutting .
® [ ]

garden and site clearance Stock fencing

domestic and commercial customers welcome

Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance

Booton Brothers

Construction

Rich: 07445298747 Mike: 07853225401
bootonbrothers@outlook .com
All building work undertaken

Elite Sweeps & HETAS Stove Installer

v" Prompt, reliable & friendly service.
¥v" Cowls and Chimney Pots fitted.
¥ Fully qualified and fully insured.
¥ Guild certificates issued after every sweep.
v HETAS Approved Installer.

Call Eddie 200 382222 / 07895 612915 s, /
H = | HETAS /| O/

winw.elitesweeps.co.uk

Ji‘k-

113

TOU CAM
T T

[.LP.T. GROUND SOLUTIONS

Over 30 years experience

For all pipe installations: [ ./ For all your ground needs
eSewage *Storm drainage . Contact lan on:
eBlockage/Repairs ¢Ditches T: 07870 384 096
eGrass Cutting / Hedge Trimming E: ian.ptaylor@yahoo.com
oDriveways eGround clearance . W: iptgroundsolutions.co.uk
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m REUPHOLSTERY SERVICES:
* AUTOMOTIVE
* CARAVANS
* CAMPER VANS

* TRADITIONAL & MODERN

EVE RYT H l NG * COMMERCIAL & BESPOKE
* DOMESTIC
l N I E R l O R * CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
(in partnership with WE GLEAM)

U P H O I_ S T E R Y OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CONTACT US TODAY

Unit 19 Old Station Business Park, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8SY
07961 712683 / 07961 792103
www.everythinginterior.co.uk
email: everythinginterior@outlook.com
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly
qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128 ( C ial
to arrange a free financial review or visit: ) onsequentla

PLANNING LTD
WWW.chsd.co.uk
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016(@hotmail.co.uk
CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.
. C ! al. .
CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk
carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk
CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 pport( P =
CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

COMMUNITIES

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY

01299 272301

Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE

PC Wayne Strangwood

07773 054 587

wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES

Fiona McCallum

07805 737 555

theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS

Lowri Hughes

cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

CRIMESTOPPERS

0800 555 111

Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report
any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE

0800 783 1359

Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL

01584 878046

Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL

Kim

01299 272732

markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE

01299 270209

Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.

SHROP DOC

111

Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED

Pete Blackburn

07776 243 584

petblack@me.com

THE PHARMACY

01299 270219

Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers
prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Angela Flowers

01299 270318

Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND

Rosemary Abbiss

01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Dorothy 01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri.
MeBride www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre
on the first Monday of the month
POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church

Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT

Mark Greaves

07828 116810

mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH
FORUM

01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME

01299 666119

Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL

0345 678 9007

The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES

Severn Trent

0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH

Pastor E Stirrup

01562 630595

Sunday services at 10.30
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Station yard, Station road,
Woofferton, Ludlow SY8 4AW

LUDLOW o 07805 312168

SALVAGE [y

~ Est 2017 ~ o /ludlowsalvage

Reclaimed Building Materials /ludlowsalvage
and Architectural Antiques

WWW.LUDLOWSALVAGE.CO.UK

07949 318014 (@) ludlowfirewood@gmail.com

/ludlowfirewood ' /ludlowfirewood

Station yard, Station road, Woofferton, Ludlow SY8 4AW
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Our Services About us

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
SOLAR PV Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable

energy solutions for over 20 years.

Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your

local experts in renewable and low carbon energy.

EV CHARGERS
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
AIR SOURCE Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
HEAT PUMPS the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!

What can EnergyZone Offer?
GROUND SOURCE e With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
HEAT PUMPS with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
e Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
BATTERIES much you could save.
¢ Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid.
e Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water

UNDERFLOOR cylinders.
HEATING e Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives.
e Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.
RADIATORS

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!

. ) o :
For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations: k\ 01299 270011

Qj (‘ ..|.— 'I'E RECCﬁﬁﬁ H'Eﬁ MARK [ sales@energyzone.co.uk
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THE CLARION SOCIAL CALENDAR MARCH 2024

Fri. 1st. 7.30 Concert Brass final rehearsal for the area competition. Stop and enjoy. PAGE 5
8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.

Sat. 2nd. 7.30. The Christians live at The Regal Tenbury Wells. PAGE 35

Sun. 3rd. 10.00 Countryside Walk starts from St Mary’s church. PAGE 29

Wed. 6th GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
6.00 to 7.00 Late Night at the Food Bank, Market Hall.
7.30. Whist Drive, Doddington Village Hall.

Thu. 7th. 10.00 Rock Pathfinders walk out from Kinlet Hall. PAGE 29
Fri, 8th. 10.00 to 12.00 Coffee Morning at Doddington Lodge, up on the Hill. PAGE 32
7.30 She Rocks The Night live at The Regal, Tenbury Wells for Women’s Day. PAGE 35
Sat. 9th. 7.00 Barn Dance, Victory Hall, Clows Top. PAGE 9
Mon. 11th. 7.30 Cleobury Gardeners meet at the Parish Hall. PAGE 11
Tue. 12th. 7.30am Breakfast Club at the Golf Club. Speaker: Chris Tippin. PAGE 31
7.30 Cleobury W.I. AGM. Members only PAGE 31
Wed. 13th. GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
10.00 Walking for Health steps out from the Market Hall. PAGE 29
10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning Market Hall, Church Street.
Thu. 14th. 7.00. Friends of St Mary’s Church AGM, in the church. PAGE 11
Fri. 15th. 8.00. Bingo Night, Doddington Village Hall.
Sat. 16th. 7.15 Quiz Night, Victory Hall, Clows Top. PAGE 9
Mon. 18th. 7.30 The Reading Group meet at the town library PAGE 15
7.30 Wildlife Bird Group meet at Recreation Rooms, Clee Hill PAGE 17
Wed. 20th. GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED
3.00 Cleobury W.I. take tea at the Royal Fountain Inn. PAGE 7
7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Thu. 21st. 10.00 Rock Pathfinders walk out from Rock Village Hall. PAGE 29
Fri. 22nd. DEADLINE DAY FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE APRIL CLARION
Mon. 25th. 7.30 The Nearly Dead Poets Society meet at the town library. PAGE 13
Wed. 27th. GENERAL WASTE BINS EMPTIED
10.00 Walking for Health starts from the Market Hall. PAGE 29
10.00 CoCo Coffee morning, Market Hall
Fri. 29th. 7.00. The Bohemians live at The Regal, Tenbury Wells. PAGE 35

Sun. 31st. Easter Sunday. Daylight Saving Time begins
AND LOOKING AHEAD TO APRIL...
Wed. 3rd. 7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Thu. 4th. GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED.
Fri. 5th. Wildlife Club, Victory Hall, Clows Top PAGE 9
REGULAR EVENTS OF INTEREST
Mon. 7.30. Margaret Griffiths’s Bingo Night at the Market Hall.
Tue. 2.00. Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall.
Thu. Drop-In at Saint Mary’s church to chat and maybe share a problem.
7.30 Tina Hobin’s Birth Dance and good health club at the Market Hall.

Cleobury Clarion - March 2024 Page 57



LIVE MUSIC | Wednesday 3rd April 2024

TICKETS AVAILBLE TO REGAL FRIEND MEMBERS NOW

General Sale TOMORROW at 11am

Talon return to the Regal after their SOLD OUT Hotel California show with their
critically aclaimed acoustic show ‘In The Raw’.

Featuring their own breathtakingly beautiful acoustic arrangements from the
great singer-songwriters; James Taylor, Simon & Garfunkel, 10cc, CSN,
Traveling Wilburys, Joni Mitchell, Billy Joel, Eagles, Pink Floyd, Toto, Bee
Gee’s, and many more.

BUY PRESALE TICKETS NOW
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6, Newhouse Farm, Tenbury Road , Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8RD

For enquiries or to place an order, phone Ann 07711875553

Top most popular products

Fish Cod, Haddock, Kippers, Sea bass, Red Snapper, Tuna, Swordfish, Salmon &
more

Seafood Calamari, Whitebait, Scallops, Raw King Prawns, Fish pie mix
Bennet Ice Cream

Curries and Mr Daves Curries

Dairy Cream Cakes Eclair Finger Donut, Scones , Apple Turnovers

Frozen Fruit

Blueberries, Blackberries, Blackcurrants, Summer Fruits, Raspberries & more
Hot Puddings Treacle, Sticky Toffee, Chocolate, Jam

Suet Puddings ,S7eak and Kidney and Steak and Ale

Gluten Free, Vegan, Dairy Free, Vegetarian

I have a new Website under construction, and will be ready very soon

Opening Times Closed Monday, Tuesday to Friday 9.30 to 4.30 Saturday 9.30 to 12.30

ERIORIRVQEING

The Flat Roof Specialists

. Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
. Re-pointing & Chimney Repairs
. Fascias & Guttering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your
choice for a long lasting, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a
lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern,
giving extra light to your room starting from as little as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274 A oo work mortaan
Www.onestop-roofing.co.uk

onestoproofinguk@gmail.com
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Cases of bottles (12 x 500ml) s A

Case Builder - Mix & Match your choice of 12 bottles =

Gifts & Merchandise for the beer enthusiast you know
Polypins (beer in box) - perfect if you have a party

coming up

www.hobsons-brewery.co.uk
All online orders include Next Working Day courier delivery @ 01999 270837

(some exclusions apply fo merchandise only orders).

[\7] beer@hobsons-brewery.co.uk
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LET’S BEAT THE SCAMMERS

Welcome back to all my readers.
I have a question to pose before I continue to try
and raise awareness of the evil in the world.

The question is “what is truth?”. I ask this as it
is fundamental to the actions we take on a daily
basis to protect ourselves and our families. One
definition is that “truth” is what you see in
reality, or experience yourself seeing with your
own eyes. It's not what someone else tells you
which may or may not have been seen by
themselves, although in the majority of cases, it
will be true.

You trust those closest to you, don’t you?

Scams tend to be labelled in certain ways, like
email scams, delivery scams, doorstep scams and
the emerging term “romance scams”. This new
type of scam relates to the scammer building a
relationship with someone online and at some
point taking the relationship in a different
direction by introducing blackmail into the mix.
Simply put, “give me money or I will expose
you”. That threat creates a level of fear that
overtakes any form of rational thinking.

The victim is, at the least, embarrassed that a
piece of information about them might end up in
the public domain, or at worst, puts them in a
situation where the information could destroy
their life.

I use the word destroy, not in a physical sense
but in every other way, socially, financially and
internally in family relationships. BLACKMAIL
is the operative word here and the scammer will
go to extensive lengths to convince a victim that
handing over money will make the whole thing
go away.

It does not! Blackmailers have no upper limit
and can only be stopped when, like the school
playground bully, the victim stands up to them.

In the case I am writing about, it can only be
stopped when the victim had the courage to
stand up, admit their actions to their immediate
family and call the Police despite being warned
that in doing so would bring the world crashing
down on them.
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What are the messages I am trying to convey
here?

First of all, the power of social media is such

that it sometimes is hard to tell the truth from the
untrue.
This example relates to an unsolicited approach
over the social media, ‘Instagram’ where the
victim made the assumption that the person was
very genuine. There was nothing genuine about
this, it was an attempt to set a snare and it
worked.

The old term “softly softly catchy monkey”
springs to mind and these scammers are working
hundreds of potential victims simultaneously. It
only takes one or two to fall and the scammer
has succeeded.

So how do you avoid it?

As I have written many times before, be very
suspicious of any unsolicited message, post,
email or approach from someone you don't
Cut it off at the outset,
the scammer may not be put off immediately but

immediately recognise.

for them it’s a business and the millions out there
represent rich pickings for them so they will just
move on. In discussions with the authorities, I
have discovered that since Covid, the examples
of this type of scam have exploded worldwide.
Scammers sitting at computers anywhere in the
world are trying to target the innocent and the
vulnerable. Please don’t be one of them.

At this time of year, many people may feel some
form of loneliness that can lead to vulnerability,
resulting in common sense being put aside. The
outcome for the victim is beyond our sense of
fairness and justice.

We all need to do our bit in our community to
reach out to those around us, particularly those
living alone. Together we stand a chance of
minimising the impact of these terrible crimes.
Sadly they are not going away, but let's keep
them out of our community.

Thank you for reading and I wish you all
a safe, healthy New Year.

Nigel Reid
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Anniversary

Ludlow Motors

Vauxhall

The New Corsa is available
with a petrol or fully electric
engine. A next-generation
51kWh battery with all-electric
range of up to 246 miles.

The Astra 100% Electric.
114kW Electric motor
(158PS) with 54kWh
battery. 258 miles of
Electric range. 0 grams of
CO2 emissions.

Mokka Electric is powered by
a next generation 50kWH
lithium-ion battery. It'l take you
up to 209 miles (preliminary
WLTP)1 on a single charge.

Suzuki

Enjoy the power of an 83 HP
engine, with a CO2 output as
low as 106 g/km (WLTP
combined). When you choose
a Swift with mild hybrid, a little
goes a long way.

Designed for all
conditions, and we don't
just mean the weather.
From school runs to
weekend getaways, the
Vitara takes you
anywhere you want (or
need) to go.

Our latest S-Cross
comes with the choice of
either Mild Hybrid or Full
Hybrid technology, _
supported by a dynamic l
and responsive petrol
engine.

Service

Routine servicing is an important part of keeping your
vehicle at its best condition, delivering a top driving
experience.

Drixe confidently knowing your vehicle is working at its best
with us.

se all
akes &

We‘servi
popular!

maodels.

B
All Makes & Models
Serviced from £199.
Fully Electric
Servicing From £99,

Spread the cost with a Service Plan from £17.99 per month.

Motability Scheme

Nothing should stop you living a full life, with independence
and freedom. The Motability Scheme opens the doors to
those things, with worry free motoring that helps you to keep
moving.

%% Motability

Motability from Worcester Car Sales -
400523 means:

The everyday
freedom of having
everything included.

Your insurance, servicing, maintenance
and full breakdown caver included. _

Ludlow Motors Bromfield Road, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1EN
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How to contact the Town Council

Telephone: 01299 271154 or 07483 112290

Email: council@cleobury.org.uk

Speak to us at the Councillor Surgeries held on the third Saturday of every month in the Market Hall.

Tree Works

We are currently undertaking Tree Works in the QE11 Park. In early March there will be considerable
cutting to the Sycamore trees, along the path between the Workhouse Field and the Playing Field.

In addition, on the weekend of 16 and 17™ March the section of Love Lane that runs alongside the Love
Lane Play Area will be closed, as will the Play Area, in order for the large oak tree to be extensively cut
back. All this work is being carried out for Health and Safety reasons following a detailed Arborists report.

Cemetery

The Town Council is responsible for the overall management and safety of the Cemetery, but grave owners
are responsible for ensuring their family graves are kept tidy and the memorial stones are safe. We are
aware of some misleading and incorrect information being circulated locally regarding the Cemetery.
Please keep your contact details up to date with the office so we can contact you should there be any
issues. The Cemetery Rules and Regulations are displayed in the Lych gate notice board and on the Town
Council website.

Councillor Surgery

ClIr Tysall, Clir Winward and Cllr James attended the monthly Councillor Surgery held in The Market Hall
alongside the Farmers Market on Saturday 17t February. We were visited by a number of residents who
commented on various community matters including expressing positive comments about PC Nicholas
Nolan’s visit on 16" February 2024 at the Cleobury Country Centre and the recent handrail work at the side
of the Market Hall. If you have an issue you want to raise, you can contact the office on the details above
or drop into the next monthly councillor surgery.

Policing and Reporting

Cleobury Mortimer and Highley Safer Neighbourhood Team has recently been joined by PC Nicholas Nolan.
He is aiming to share his time equally between Cleobury Mortimer and Highley and can be contacted via
email on either nicholas.nolan@westmercia.police.uk or ch.snt@westmercia.police.uk.

Should you become aware of a crime or anti-social behaviour there are various ways to report them. Either
call 101, if it is non-urgent, use Crimestoppers or the ‘Contact Us’ page on the West Mercia Police website
or email the Cleobury Mortimer and Highley Safer Neighbourhood Team on ch.snt@westmercia.police.uk.

Always dial 999 in an emergency. If you have any issues with highways, parking, dog fouling, waste
collections etc please report them to Shropshire Council Customer Services. Please telephone 0345 678
9000 or email customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk. Alternatively, some issues can be reported via the Fix

My Street app.

Next Council Meeting....... Monday 4" March 2024 at 6.30pm, at Cleobury Country Centre. All public are
warmly invited to attend.

Report for
Clarion — March 2024
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OPENING TIMES

MON 7.30am - 10am
10am-12.30pm GP Referral

FACILITIES INCLUDE:

s 3.30pm -10pm

xercise Classes % TUE 330pm - 10pm
=z WED 7.30 -10

Sports Hall [k oo oo

Outside Astro Pitch THU 430pm - 10pm
S5 FRI 7.30am - 10

Netba” ¥ 3.3022-10?:?

Tennis Courts X SAT-SUN 730am - 1pm

P

Pre booking not required for Gym use.
Induction or Disclaimer required

CLASS TIMETABLE in advance of use.

MON 915-10am GENTLE AEROBICS
6.30 - 715pm BODY PUMP

TUES 915-10am YOGA
10.15 - Tlam YOGA
6.15-7pm TRX

WED 515-6pm PILATES
6 - 6.45pm CIRCUITS

THU 6 - 6.45pm STEP
7 - 7.45pm SPIN

FRI  6-645pm  STRETCH TEME CLEOBURY |

& RELAX LOVE LANE
Pre-Booking required for Exercise classes cLEUBURY MUHT'MER
Book online or at the Centre DY 14 8PE
eme [ DOWNLOAD OUR APP & AppStore ]
LEISURE

www.teme-leisure.co.uk
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