
Cleobury Clarion - May 2023 Page 1

SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY MAY 2023 

AN HISTORIC 
OCCASION

The coronation of His Majesty 
King Charles this month will 
be truly historic as he succeeds 
his quite remarkable mother as 
our sovereign. That great lady 
gave him and his wife her 
blessing in suggesting Camilla 
be addressed as our Queen.
   Whether you agree with the 
position of the Royal family or 
not, it is difficult to ignore the 
time they give to serving the 
interest of the country. The 
welcome shown to them when 
they visit countries that were 
part of the British Empire 
reflects the affection and 
respect they have earned by 
their kindness and gentle 
acceptance of a fast world that 
has changed their lives.
   His Majesty as a young man 
with a strong love of nature 
was sometimes the subject of 
mockery as he advocated more 
awareness of the need to treat 
our world with respect. He 
proved to be ahead of his time 
and a farsighted man.

EATING CAKE FOR 
THE KING

In a wonderful way of adding 
to the celebration of King 
Charles’s coronation, Cleobury 
W.I. will be hosting a fund
raising event at the Market
Hall on Friday, May 5th, with
plenty of tea, home made
cakes and scones on offer.
Open 3.00 to 5.00, adults eat
and sip for just £3.00 and the
children for £1.00. All proceeds
will go to local charity.

MULLERS TO CLOSE
After much rumour the simple 
fact is here. The Muller 
England engineering works 
closed its operation here in 
Cleobury Mortimer on April 
21st. It continues work at other 
sites.

 The company moved here in 
the early years of the 1939-45 
World War. This was a much 
safer place than its factory in 
Park Royal in North West 
London, where air raids were 
a great threat. The company 
has been an asset to the town 
and we will tell more in June.

NEW FACES IN 
LOCAL BUSINESS

theagencyuk.com  local 
representatives Tom Jackson 

and Coralie Walrond.
Two experienced estate agents 
have combined to represent 
theagencyuk.com, a fresh 
approach to the matter of 
selling houses. Coral Walrond 
is local, with roots in Oreton, 
while Tom Jackson hails from 
j u s t a c r o s s t h e c o u n t y 
boundary in Hallow. They are 
both t ime served in the 
business and wanted to 
establish a presence in this 
area. Read more on Page 12.
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Victoria Allen 
Funeral Services 

 
 

An Independent Family Business offering a  
Personal and Professional Service  

 
Over 25 years’ Experience 

 
Competitively Priced 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 
Covering All Areas 

 
Home Visits Available 

 
 

01584 879035 
24 Hour Service 

 
 
 

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND 
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk 

Email: vafs@btinternet.com 
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It’s Back! Pothole of the Month.
See Page 5

Jackie Handy’s off on a big walk 
- across Northern Spain.

See Page 17

Bluebells in the woods, one of 
spring’s finest sights.

Linda Iles writes on Page 23
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

POTHOLE OF THE 
MONTH RETURNS

Earls Ditton Lane, Doddington.
The longest pothole in the area?
   Derek Handy has a resident’s 
view of potholes in Earls Ditton 
Lane;
   Might I suggest when your 
c a m e r a i s f i x e d y o u t r y 
travelling down Earls Ditton 
Lane in Doddington. To be fair 
there isn’t one pothole, the 
whole road is a pothole. I can 
understand that some of the 
single lane roads may not have 
many residents living along 
them except for farmers; this 
road however is home to sixty 
to seventy residents living at 
Doddington Heights Park most 
of whom are elderly, plus the 
fact that new homes are being 
built and quite a few existing 
residents making the road 
reasonably busy with delivery 
d r i v e r s , t r a c t o r s , re f u s e 
collections etc. The excuse for a 
road is collapsing at the edges 
and so badly dented with holes 
that it is impossible to drive 
along it without shaking the 
vehicle from side to side, This is 
a lovely area to live in spoiled 
by the difficult approach to the 
park, the council have said it 
will be repaired in the next 
financial year, is that an April 

fool or could it be real? Let’s 
believe it when we see it.
Derek Handy
You can’t deny that the man says 
it like it is. So much effort being 
put into Doddington to attract 
visitors and learn some of it 
history and a drive down this lane 
could put them off for life. JR.

CLOWS TOP 
GARDENING CLUB

Two events to tell you about 
this month. On Saturday the 
13th, the Plant Sale from 10.00 
to 12 noon. We will be part of a 
Tabletop Sale in the Clows Top 
Victory Hall. All donations of 
plants gratefully accepted, up 
until 10.00 on the morning of 
the 13th.
   Wednesday 24th is the date of 
our first garden visit. We meet 
at 6.00 at the Victory Hall to 
share cars to "Byecrof t " , 
s i t u a t e d a t B i rc h e r n e a r 
Leominster.
  Byecroft opens for the 
National Gardens Scheme. It is 
d e s c r i b e d a s " q u i e t a n d 
intimate, with unusual and 
i n t e r e s t i n g p l a n t s . " O f 
particular interest this month 
are early peonies, the Banksia 
rose, and the orchard with fruit 
tree blossom, carpeted with 
wild flowers below. They have 
plants for sale and offer teas 
and cakes using the eggs from 
their own hens. To book a place 
please contact Elva, on 01299 
832288.
   New members and visitors 
are always welcome. We look 
forward to seeing you on the 
13th and the 24th.
Judith Lawson

THE CREATIVE 
WRITING GROUP

Creation was strictly limited 
when the editor’s computer 

refused to let him finish the half 
written story about ‘Looking 
Forward’. Told verbally from 
memory, it was a poor offering.
   Marian Rees reflected on past 
changes of scene with time and 
the need to look ahead. Ever 
the optimist, her own ambitions 
for looking ahead were a new 
dog with good manners and an 
end to war. Who could argue 
with that?
   Sylvia reflected on matters 
she once looked forward to and 
now long in the past. In a life of 
much change and excitement 
s h e h a d s a v o u r e d n e w 
challenges that seemed to occur 
roughly every three to four 
years. After four years in 
Doddington and the house on 
the market she summed it up 
perfectly with ‘I think it’s 
time.”
   This month we meet in the  
library at 6.30 on the 8th, to 
offer ideas on ‘Reflection’, 
single or plural. JR

THOSE COLOURFUL 
KITES ARE COMING 

BACK
The Shropshire Kite Festival 
will be back on the Lacon 
Childe School playing fields on 
the weekend of July 15th and 
16th. 
   Organisers Helene and Paul 
wi l l be in charge again , 
promising lots of colour and a 
range of activities that fill the 
local sky with colour and 
movement - so long as there’s a 
breeze. If you want to know 
more, early contact with them 
is at Sky Bums in Wem on 
01939 234486 or look in at 
www.kites@skybums.com
   It’s a friendly event, with 
v i s i t o r s w e l c o m e a n d 
admission free. 
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

•
•
•
•
•
•

We’ll be there to guide you through every stage.                 

•
•
•
•
•
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SATURDAY 24th JUNE 2023 
12 PM – 7 PM 

At the Sports & Social Club Field 

 

STALLS BY LOCAL CRAFTS, BUSINESSES, CHARITIES AND 
ORGANISATIONS; DOG SHOW; FALCONRY; LIVE BANDS AND 

PERFORMANCES; FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS; BLUE LIGHT 
SERVICES AND MUCH MORE!  

EVERYONE WELCOME 

FREE TO ENTER THE FESTIVAL 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

CLEOBURY 
GARDENERS

May has arrived When we were 
worrying winter was set forever, 
Spring has sneaked in.   
   I have come across a splendid 
concept “NoMowMay” an 
initiative developed by the 
charity “Plantlife”. Leave your 
lawn uncut for the month of 
May, and this will increase 
diversity of food and habitat for 
a wide range of creatures,  
allowing the flora within the 
lawn to grow and flourish.  This 
is not just an excuse to take it 
easy, but will let you give 
y o u r s e l f t h a t e x t r a l i t t l e 
breathing space to get on with 
more pressing jobs.
   Prepare the soil for planting 
out, remove weeds and apply 
fertiliser. Fix supports for 
perennials before they have 
grown too tall Plant out sweet 
peas by the netting or sticks; 
prune spring-blooming shrubs 
after flowering, eg forsythias or 
currants. And there is always 
the deadheading.
   It will soon be safe to start 
hardening off our tender plants, 
a gradual process over one or 
two weeks of putting them 
outside during the day, and 
back under cover at night, being 
wary of sudden warm days 
(drying) and chilling winds 
(also drying). It’s also an 

opportunity to inspect for slugs, 
snails and anything which has 
taken a fancy to your tender 
charges;  look out for lily beetle;  
if you have a hosta which is not 
thriving check for vine weevil.   
It’s always sad when we lose 
plants, but it happens to us all 
no matter how diligent we are.
   Here at Cleobury Gardeners 
HQ we are looking forward to a 
busy month. On May 8th we 
host Dr Pam Davenport talking 
about “Chillies - Propagating 
and Eating”:  on May 22nd 
Roger Umpelby discusses 
“Buying-v-Growing Fruit and 
Vegetables”. Visitors always 
welcome.
   And  our very important Fund 
Raising Plant Sale is on May 
13th at the Market Hall, where 
we hope to have our usual array 
of excellent plants, allotment 
produce and cakes for sale to 
raise funds to support our range 
of activities. This includes 
pleaching the lime trees in town, 
planting and maintaining the 
flower trough outside The 
Ta l b o t a n d e n g a g i n g t h e 
children in our local primary 
schools and pre-school settings 
in an annual competit ion 
focused on Learning to Grow 
Food . If you have plants to 
contribute, please contact me.
As ever, enjoy your garden.   
Linda Ashman, Secretary
edandlinashman@gmail.com

THE CAMERA CLUB
Paul Serrell-Cooke reports 
t h e r e s p o n s e t o t h e 
mention of a camera club 
in April’s Clarion was 
strong enough for him to 
arrange an initial meeting. 
It will be in the Talbot 
Hotel, at 7.30 on Thursday 
May 4th
   All those with an interest 
will be welcome and a 
regular date and venue 
will be arranged. As the 
beer at The Talbot does go 
down well, that could be 
one of the hostelries to be 
considered.
   If you want to know 
more of what’s planned, 
Paul is on 07791 378 240. 
The signs are good, with 
a b o u t t e n p e o p l e 
expressing an interest and 
t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
countryside and a range of 
r u r a l i n d u s t r i e s a n d 
interests to picture, making 
th i s a good p lace to 
practise and develop your 
skills.
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 Wills  
 Lasting Powers of Attorney 
 Free Will reviews 
 Probate support 
 Care home fee avoidance 
 Free funeral plan with every Will 
 Family Protection Trusts 

“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent 
and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark and his daughter 

Lauren to write your Will”

 Appointments by telephone, 
video link or in the comfort of 
your own home 

 Over 45 years’ experience in 
law 

 Friendly and professional 
support for you and your family 

 Call us up for a chat to see how 
we can help! 

Professional Family Estate Planners Planners

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care 
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our 
local communities

We have recently been rated as  OUTSTANDING  by CQC and this 
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care 
provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated 
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, 
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, 
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.

support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home 
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them 
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

 Domiciliary Care
 Palliative care
 Personal care
 24 hour care
 Companionship
 Dementia Care
 Overnight Care
 Elderly Care

 Care for young adults
 Supporting younger people
 Domestic services: 
cleaning, cooking, washing 
and shopping

 Collections of pensions or 
prescriptions

 Trips out and about

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897 
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

THE BREAKFAST
CLUB

On April 11th, members were  
entertained by Craig Kershaw 
with his presentation ‘Saudi 
Arabia through my camera’. 
Craig had for ten years been 
l e a d e r s h i p d e v e l o p m e n t 
manager at the King Abdullah 
U n i v e r s i t y o f S c i e n c e & 
Technology in Saudi Arabia 
and, as a keen photographer, 
had taken advantage of the 
opportuni t ies o ffered, in 
particular trips through the 
deserts of Saudi Arabia.

In the south of the 
c o u n t r y l i e s t h e ‘ E m p t y 
Quarter’ – a huge expanse of 
sandy desert, whose 225,000 
square miles covers more than 
twice the area of the UK. No  
European had crossed this huge 
area until Bertram Thomas in 
1931 . Craig’s photo c lub 
d e c i d e d i n 2 0 1 7 t o d o 
something similar, so engaged 
local guides for the memorable 
four-day journey across the 
desertin five vehicles. Good 
planning was essential, as apart 
from the awkward terrain, there 
is a dramatic daily temperature 
change from near-freezing 
conditions at night to 50º C or 
higher in the day.

The journey offered 
s o m e s p l e n d i d p h o t o 

opportunities, with wind-
sculpted sands of various 
colours, striking sunsets, and 
brilliant starry skies. Occasional 
camel trains were encountered, 
with up to 500 camels being 
driven across the desert to 
market. 
   Craig also described a trip he 
undertook into a volcanic 
region to the north, amongst 
old volcanoes and jagged hills. 
Sharp rock fragments litter the 
ground, so careful driving was 
essential to reduce the chance of 
tyre bursts. One heartening 
characteristic is that if a 
traveller is in trouble a Saudi 
and his vehicle will appear as if 
out of nowhere, and be ready to 
provide whatever assistance is 
required, without expecting any 
reward.

Camel racing occupied 
Craig’s last few minutes, as he 
told us of the modern version, 
in which boy jockeys are illegal. 
Instead, robotic jockeys, with 
radio communication, to carry 
the owner’s encouraging words 
to the camel, but also to allow 
the owner to operate an 
electrically-driven crop to give 
encouragement of a more direct 
kind as well! 

The next meeting of the 
club will be held on May 11th at 
T h e Ta l b o t , a n d w i l l b e 
addressed by Sue Brown. Those 

wishing to attend should 
c o n t a c t A n g e l a D re n n a n 
(270636) to book places.
Mark Baldwin

WOOD WORDS
News from Cleobury Bowls 
Club
Our first taster session for 
anyone wishing to give bowls a 
go will be held on Monday May 
15th at our Ronhill Lane HQ 
starting at 7.00pm. The event is 
intended for all abilities, ages 
and gender. There is no charge 
and free tea/coffee/biscuits 
will be available. There is also a 
cash bar. Club bowls will be 
provided. The only requirement 
is that flat soled footwear (no 
heels) should be worn on the 
bowling green.
   On other news, team league 
matches have commenced and 
fixtures are listed on the club 
website - cleoburybowls.org.uk 
≈ Anyone is welcome to come 
along and support the teams. 
The green is usually available 
for play – members and guests 
– on days of away fixtures.
   Club captain Nick Flatters is 
happy to speak to anyone 
i n t e r e s t e d i n f u r t h e r 
information about playing on 
07952 296710 or through email 
cleoburybowlsclub@gmail.com 
Chris Smith
07494 016137



The market right now is still busy and while the number of houses available to purchase is higher than the 
last couple of years, the overall inventory of houses on the market is still 43% lower than they were 5 years 
ago in a “normal market” pre-pandemic. The national average timeframe to sale agreed is now between 
8-12 weeks, this is much slower than the last couple of years where some areas were between 2 – 4 weeks.

Nationally, a normal market usually sees about 1.1 million transactions per year. In 2023, the data 
indications show we are on track to have 500,000 transactions for the first half of the year, and it’s expected 
to improve in the second half. 

If you have been reading the headlines recently, you may be surprised to hear this given all the doom and 
gloom the leading media outlets have been reporting. On a local level, we have certainly seen a jump in 
activity this year compared to the end of 2022. Mortgage rates have been more stable and plenty of buyers
and sellers are actively looking to move, with a raft of sales being agreed in and around the Easter period. 

Our overall assessment is that the housing market is neither bursting or crashing and while prices have 
dipped slightly (on average 2-3% in our area), we saw growth in the last 2 years between 20-25% 
(according to Nationwide data).

If you have any questions about your own home value or
the current market, we would be delighted to help!
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

EUROVISION 
REVEALED

Gill Guest really ought to 
know better, but her new son-

in-law Joe is part of the 
Eurovision team and she just 

wanted to help….
   Roller skating jellyfish, giant 
manta ray puppets and a blue 
and yellow submarine – I’m 
well out of my depth and feel 
pretty certain I’m going to be 
sinking or swimming on an 
e p i c s c a l e . B u t t h i s i s 
Eurovision, and foolishly I’ve 
agreed to help. 
   So here I am, on the ‘mum’s 
crew’ at The Wind Factory in 
Liverpool. It’s an ex-turbine 
works just a seagull swoop 
from the Mersey, the creative 
hub for a tight-knit crowd of 
artists and musicians including 
my new son-in-law, Joe. The 
vast turbine halls now house 
‘aquatopiaaa’ or, to you and 
me, the Eurovision undersea 
parade workshops. Bright-
painted sprigs of coral sprout 
like Buddleiea bushes all over 
the huge space. Shipping 
containers are scattered like 
shoe boxes. There are benches 
of tools, the smell of hot metal 
and welding, and stacks of 
sheet timber. A globe made of 
wire, like a skeletal moon, 

perches watchfully on the top 
of one such stack: I suspect it is 
the beginnings of a giant 
octopus puppet that will, 
somehow or other, play drums 
with every one of its eight yet-
to-be-made legs. 
   It’s a bit like falling down a 
r a b b i t h o l e a n d f i n d i n g 
yourself somewhere weird, 
where the improbable becomes 
not only probable, but possible. 
I’m reassured to bump into 
Laurie Crombie, whom I last 
saw in Cleobury battling with 
wedding bunting at the top of 
a v e r y l o n g l a d d e r a t 
Cleanlyseat. It’s his fault we’re 
all here, since it was his brain 
that first came up with the idea 
of twinning Liverpool and the 
B e a t l e s ’ i c o n i c y e l l o w 
submarine with the blue of the 
sea, to honour Ukraine whose 
flag is of course blue and 
yellow. Liverpool, hosting the 
contest on behalf of that war-
torn country, is determined to 
‘do Ukra ine proud’ . No 
pressure for Laurie and the 
team at the Wind Factory then. 
   We shimmy past a chestnut-
haired girl welding in a forest 
of sparks, and an airport 
l u g g a g e l o r r y b e i n g 
repurposed as a parade float 
where a guy with a dark beard 
and curly hair is attacking a 

thick sheet of polystyrene with 
a hot knife. Paradoxically his T-
shirt says ‘Ice Sculptor’. And 
stone the seagulls, he is one. 
His name is Matt Foster and he 
carved the White Walker’s Ice 
Altar in Game of Thrones. 
Curiouser and curiouser. 
  Dispatched to the sewing 
w o r k s h o p t o w o r k w i t h 
costume designer Ellie, soon 
I’m machining tentacles for 
roller-skating jellyfish like it’s 
completely normal. Twenty-
four hours later, the overlocker 
disagrees, throws a hissy fit 
and breaks down, so after that 
I work with Kathy, another 
Mum, on fish-on-sticks. We 
complete our first two in 
double quick time ready for a 
Eurovision press shoot and 
that evening I watch my fish 
and tentacles on the evening 
news. Next day they’re in the 
Guardian. They look fine. Who 
said anything about sinking? 
I’m swimming. Along with my 
fish. Deep in the improbable 
world of Eurovision 2023. 
Gill Guest
All this work and unlimited 
imagination for the Eurovision 
parade on May 5th. Watch out for 
it.
JR
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BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote
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Certass Approved Installer
Local Tradesman Based in Highley

ashban94@hotmail.com
Ash: 07817 785245

R O Y A L
F O U N T A I N  I N N

13 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BS

Serving food 12-3 Tuesday - Sunday and 6-9 Tuesday - Saturday
Cake and coffee deals from 3-6pm everyday 
Fantastic range of food and drinks with deals every weekend
Large, heated marquee and biggest beer garden in town
Live music every month 
We can cater for all occasions and parties of all sizes

01299 272720 
info@theroyalfountaininn.co.uk
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

JACKIE’S BIG TRIP

On April 25th, Cleobury’s  
Jackie Handy set out to walk 
about 500 miles on the Camino 
de Santiago. That’s across 
northern Spain to the Atlantic 
coast.
  “I turned 50 in November 
2022,” Jackie tells us, “I had 
been fascinated by the Camino 
de Santiago for some time. I 
have a couple of friends who 
have walked it and said it is an 
incredible journey. Then I 
watched the film The Way and 
just knew it was something I 
had to do.”
   “My Mum was diagnosed 
with vascular dementia in 2019 
and I became aware of the 
need for support services such 
as those provided by Dementia 
UK. Whether for nursing care 
or simply a person to talk to at 
the end of the phone, people 
living with dementia and 
Alzheimer’s and their families 
should be able to access the 
support they need.”
   She contacted Dementia UK 
and enquired whether there 
w a s a s p e c i a l l y t r a i n e d 
dementia nurse in Shropshire; 
there wasn’t. That was when 
she decided to try to raise as 
much as possible of the £30,000 
needed to make it happen. 

She’ll self-fund her walk but 
welcomes donations from 
anyone who can afford to 
s u p p o r t t h e c h a r i t y i n 
continuing their vital work. 
Cleobury Co-op have a poster 
with some collection tins in the 
store and the Golf Club also 
has posters with the link to 
Jackie’s Justgiving page. 
“Everyone has been so kind” 
she says, “our community 
always seems to pull together 
a n d i t ’ s w o n d e r f u l t o 
experience that first-hand” 
   Jackie is a self-employed 
l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n e r a n d 
professional speaker and  has 
needed the support of her 
clients as she prepares to 
disappear off the radar for two 
months. “This walk is too 
important to me to be checking 
emails and social media every 
five minutes – especially now 
I’m fundraising for such an 
important cause”, she says. 
“My clients have been brilliant, 
so I’m very lucky”.
   She’s due home at the start of 
June. “I have factored in some 
rest days on route, so I 
anticipate being away for five 
to six. I’ll let you know how it 
goes!”
   To read Jackie’s story or 
donate online, click here:  
https://www.justgiving.com/
f u n d r a i s i n g / j a c k i e -
handycamino2023

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

More Good News ! On April 
1st, the band competed at the 
inaugural ConsTest at the 
R o y a l B i r m i n g h a m 
Conservatoire, we were placed 
1st in our section and 7th 

overall – actually beating some 
higher ranked bands!
   It has been a hefty schedule 
of practices over the last three 
months, and the results for 
both recent competitions are 
testament to the dedication of 
players in our band.
   Our AGM was held on April 
11th– our new chairperson is 
Hazel Barnes and our secretary 
Amanda Wilcox has kindly 
decided to cont inue the 
position.  We all gave hearty 
thanks to Donna Tracy for her 
years of commitment as 
chairperson.
   Some of us enjoyed a social 
at the Bavarian Evening in the 
Parish Hall on 14th April. With 
our bass player Eddie part of 
the entertainment.
  Our Spring Concert is in St 
Marys Church on May 13th, 
themed ‘Best of British’. There 
will be a good variety of music 
to listen to whilst enjoying a 
glass of wine; £10 per ticket for 
adults and £5 for children, 
tickets available from Amanda 
on 01584 891199 or The Wash 
House.
   We are still on the look out 
for some bass players !  If there 
is anyone out there interested, 
we invite you to come along to 
our friendly practices on 
Tuesday evenings 7.30pm in 
the Parish Hall.
Katie Griffiths

A CORRECTION
We reported in the April 
Clarion that the concert given 
b y t h e B i r m i n g h a m 
Philharmonic raised £2048 to 
help with the church funds. A 
call from Angela Drennan 
advised that the published 
figure was wrong. The event 
made £3047!
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Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

free access to our dentists’ surgeries
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLEOBURY W.I.
We welcomed Clare McKnight 
to our April meeting for an 
evening of ‘Fun with Fimo 
Clay’ . Clare displayed a 
selection of amazing ornaments 
s h e h a s m a d e a n d 
demonstrated the art of making 
flowers and intricate designs 
with coloured clay. There was 
an unusual level of quietness as 
we tried our hand at decorating 
brooches and pendants to be 
taken home and baked in the 
oven.
  Maria Jones from the 
Midlands Air Ambulance 
gratefully accepted a cheque 
from last year’s fundraising 
and explained the importance 
of such contr ibut ions in 
supporting this vital service.
   There was a good turnout for 
our organised walk in April, 
which included a litter pick 
around town, followed by 
coffee at the Community hub. 
Many thanks to all those who 
made the effort, despite the 
inclement weather!
   ‘Eat Cake for the King’ is our 
first event in May. Members of 
the community are invited to 
join us for tea and home-made 
cakes and scones to start off the 
C o r o n a t i o n w e e k e n d 
celebrations. This will take 
place on Friday 5th May 
between 3-5pm in the Market 
Hall, for a cost of £3 for adults 
and £1 for children. Proceeds 
will go towards fundraising for 
our chosen charity for the 
coming year, Cleobury and 
District First Responders.
   Our regular meeting on 9th 
May will be a demonstration of 
flower arranging when Claire 
Bradley will show us how to 

display a selection of Spring 
flowers from the garden. 
   We have an organised visit to 
Neen View Gardens in Neen 
Sollars on Tuesday 16th May at 
6.00pm, followed by buffet 
food at the Live and Let Live. 
The cost will be £15. Members 
are asked to sign up on or 
before the May meeting.
   On Monday 22nd May we will 
be meeting at a new venue for 
tea and cake and a natter. 
Members are invited to join us 
from 3pm.
   As always, new members are 
welcome. Contact Judy 01299 
2 7 0 9 8 3 o r e m a i l 
judysant10@gmail.com for 
information on how to join.
Val Sniadowski

THE READING 
GROUP

'The Martian’ By Andy Weir - a 
semi sci-fi story about an 
American astronaut who gets 
left behind on Mars when a 
mission goes wrong and the 
rest of the crew think he has 
died. Unusually, the reading 
group were unanimous in 
praising the book. It has been 
filmed with Matt Damon but 
all four who had seen the film 
felt the book was better. 
   The story rattles along nicely 
building tension with detailed 
explanations of the problems 
encountered in trying to 
survive when the next mission 
is not expected to arrive until 
four years later. It is not 
difficult to imagine that in the 
future this could be reality not 
sci-fi. If you want to learn 
about setting up a potato farm 
on Mars go to the library and 
take out the book! The next 
read is ‘Other Minds’ by Peter 

Godfrey-Smith to be discussed 
on 15th May.

HOPTON WAFERS 
AGM

Our Annual Parish Meeting
will be on Saturday May 20th 
at 6.00 o’clock in the Village 
Hall.
  Parishioners are invited to 
join us for tea and cakes from 
5 . 0 0 , w i t h t h e M e e t i n g 
beginning at 6.00. You can meet 
and speak with your Parish 
Councillors and learn what the 
Parish Council is doing for our 
local community. We also hope 
to have representatives from 
several other organisations and 
information on other important 
issues such as speeding on our 
roads and help with cost-of-
living pressures.

Mark Humpage
Parish Council Chairman

MELVILLE CHAPEL
The May 7th service at Melville 
is cancelled.and we will be 
joining with St Giles Church in 
F a r l o w t o c e l e b r a t e t h e 
Coronation of King Charles. 
Service at 10.00 and following 
that the Church will be open 
for light refreshments until 
4.00. The Church will be 
d e c o r a t e d b y v a r i o u s 
organisations in the area.
   On May 10th we will have a 
Soup Lunch at Melville 12.30 
to- 2.00. Our last Soup Lunch of 
the season.
   May 20th from 10.00 until 
12.00 there will be Morning 
Coffee at Melville
   On 24th June there will be an 
afternoon tea at Melville. Time  
to be confirmed
   Everyone welcome at these 
events.
Ruth Downes
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

ReƟrement Planning
Family & Business ProtecƟon

Wealth Management
Investments & Savings

           Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser
Grainger lives in Cleobury MorƟmer giving the residents 

and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.

An iniƟal consultaƟon is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

   tel: 07974 100089      email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk           website: www.meridenfp.co.uk
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

ROCK PATHFINDERS
May Dates:

  Thursday, the 4th. 10.00am  
start from Heightington Village 
Hall, Bliss Gate Road, Bewdley 
DY12 2XU
  Thursday the 18th. 10.00am 
start from the Community Hall,
Pound Green, Arley, Bewdley, 
DY12 3RU.
   For further details and any 
other announcements or 
c h a n g e s p l e a s e v i s i t 
website www.rockpathfinder
s.uk 
Susan Humphries 

CMFA 
As Spring gets into its stride 
many cultures name May’s full 
moon the flower moon, an 
obvious reference to the 
abundant seasonal blooms.  It is 
also called the hare moon 
which is evocative of the 
magnificent sight of ‘boxing’ 
hares during their mating 
season.
  May 10th is the first Walking 
for Health Awayday. Starting at 
Doddington Vil lage Hall , 
where there is ample parking 
and toilet facilities, we will 
walk to the Church. After a 
short talk on plans the church 
has for facilities to improve the 
experience for visitors, the 

circular walk of about 1¼ miles 
is on gravel track and will be 
taken at a leisurely pace. We 
finish with cake and coffee back 
at the Village Hall. Payment is 
by donation, we suggest £3pp 
but there is no obligation. The 
walk has some short inclines 
and is stony near the start so 
please wear sturdy footwear.  
There are outstanding views 
along the way and we are never 
too far from the hall if you 
would like a shorter walk. 
Please meet as usual on 
Cleobury Sports Centre Car 
Park for a 10am departure 
w h e re t r a n s p o r t w i l l b e 
available. Alternatively meet in 
Doddington at the Village Hall 
by 10:15am. If the weather is 
too bad for walking we will 
visit the church and then take 
refreshments.  
  Walking for Health on 
Wednesday 24th May will start 
as usual outside the Market 
Hall at 10.00am.
  Eleven people enjoyed the 
Country Walk on April 2nd.  We 
followed CMFA leaflet no 18 
‘Rea Valley Amble’ in search of 
daffodils. There was a lovely 
display on the farm track 
towards Musbatch as can be 
seen on two photographs on 
the CMFA Facebook page. The 

northerly route went past 
Keeper’s Cottage crossing the 
river near Reaside to return via 
Chilton, Neen Savage and 
Walford Bridge. A slippery 
bridge over a stream required a 
group effort to successfully get 
people across. Notes were 
made to pass on to our 
maintenance group for possible 
improvements to the crossing.
The Country Walk on Sunday 
May 7th will be CMFA leaflet no 
23 ‘Three Coppices’  Please note 
that this walk starts at 10.00am 
at Cleobury Mortimer Golf 
Club.
Last month the work party 
installed a kissing gate in 
woodland on Barnsland 
Farm off the Tenbury Road.  
It was a rather remote 
location with access across 
two fields.  Thank goodness 
for four wheel drive vehicles 
and we are grateful to the 
landowner for getting the 
gate to the work site.  If you 
would like to get involved 
this year please contact us 
via the website.
CMFA activities are on our 
website www.cmfa.co.uk and 
also on Facebook.
Veronica Hargreaves
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

What can a Nutritionist help with?What can a Nutritionist help with?
Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more

Visit www.eatyourselfbetter.co.uk to find out more or book a free mini consultation to see what I can do to help you. 07790521636
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May in the Wyre Forest                                                                Linda Iles

Photo of bluebells in Symond’s Stool by Mick Farmer
   May is Bluebell time and perhaps you have a 
favourite place to enjoy this feast of scent and 
colour? Shrawley Wood ( south of Stourport on 
the B4196) is locally famous for its spectacular 
Bluebell display but smaller patches of the 
flower can also be seen in many parts of the 
Wyre if they haven’t been swamped by Brambles 
and Bracken or shaded out by trees. Damp 
valleys will also have swathes of Wild Garlic (or 
Ramsons) announcing their presence by their 
strong scent, echoed by the tall stems of Garlic 
Mustard which are sought out by Orange Tip 
butterflies for egg-laying. There should be plenty 
to see with other butterflies such as Holly Blue, 
Large White, Green-veined White and Pearl-
bordered Fritillary all flying and the Painted 
Lady arriving from warmer climes later in the 
month. So too with the migrating birds such as 
Spotted Flycatchers and Pied Flycatchers. 
   In the past you would have been able to 
welcome the return of the Turtle Dove and hear 
its distinctive gentle, purring call but, like the 

Nightjar and so many other birds which used to 
animate the summer forest, this visitor has 
declined to near-extinction levels. It is quite a 
small bird: about half the size of a Wood Pigeon. 
It feeds on seeds, especially chickweed, oilseed 
rape and cereals and frequents hedges, 
woodland edges, scrub and areas of conifers 
managed to maintain an open and varied 
structure . These habitats have largely 
disappeared from the wider landscape: this, plus 
the over-use of pesticides and artificial fertilisers, 
drainage and pollution of watercourses, is the 
legacy of the last 8 decades of ‘agricultural 
progress’ which have deprived so many species 
of their living. 
   Fortunately we understand their ecology better 
now and, where there is sufficient will, the tables 
can be turned. In ‘Wilding’ Isabella Tree (her real 
name, I assume) documents the return of many 
wild species to the Knepp estate in West Sussex 
and for them the Turtle Dove became a symbol 
of the recovery of the land. When conventional 
(and unprofitable) farming ceased in 2002 there 
were no Turtle Doves but by 2017   there were 17 
male territories and hopefully as many breeding 
pairs. ‘Re-wilding’is in part letting things go, but 
recognises the need for large grazing animals to 
counter the unrestricted growth of vegetation 
and, in the absence of their predators, for human 
intervention to keep a check on their numbers. 
This approach is on-going and experimental but 
I’m sure it has many lessons for the management 
of the forest and other land used for food 
production, recreation and conservation in our 
crowded island. Linda Iles
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681 
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



Cleobury Clarion  May 2023 Page 25

Philip Dunne’s 
Letter from Westminster

As you know, I have focussed my campaigning 
efforts in Westminster to make a real difference in 
improving the water quality of our rivers. So last 
month I welcomed a significant set of measures 
announced in a comprehensive Plan for Water, 
which pulled together a wide range of policy 
initiatives across Government to create a fresh 
strategy to improve water quality of our rivers and 
sustainability of water supply.
  The new Secretary of State for DEFRA is 
determined to tackle the long-term challenges 
posed by under-investment in our drainage and 
supply networks underground, which have not 
kept pace with development above ground for 60 
years. The need to do so was graphically 
illustrated again at the end of March by 
publication of the latest sewage discharge stats for 
2022. While these showed a 19% reduction in the 
frequency of discharges from treatment works and 
combined storm overflows across England and a 
34% reduction in duration compared with 2021, 
this was primarily due to reduced rainfall during 
the year. So the pressure remains on water 
companies to get to grips with preventing these 
wholly unacceptable routine sewage discharges. 
I believe these new measures will make a material 
difference and have given this Plan a broad 
welcome - not least since these proposals accept 
many of the recommendations from the 
Environmental Audit Committee in our seminal 
report last year into Water Quality of our Rivers. 
The Plan also reflects several campaign themes of 
the Conservative Environment Network contained 
in their Water Manifesto which I endorsed late last 
year.
These include giving greater power to regulators, 
the Environment Agency and Ofwat, to issue 
unlimited fines on water companies for breaching 
their permits; and for those fines to be ring-fenced 
in new Water Restoration Funds to improve water 
quality. There are currently over 2,000 cases of such 
breaches by s ix water companies being 
investigated by regulators which could lead to 
fines or criminal prosecution. Regulators will also 
have the power, which we had also called for, to 
link senior executives’ remuneration and 
shareholder dividends to environmental 
performance.
It is not all about water companies either, farmers 
have a role to play, both reducing nutrient leakage 

and managing supply of water. So, I welcome 
fur ther funding for s lurry s torage and 
encouragement for buffer zones for pollinators and 
tree planting along waterways, as well as the 
consultation on reducing planning barriers for on-
farm reservoirs and creating wetlands to help 
integrate flood planning.
Locally I am encouraged by Severn Trent's 
engagement with local communities, businesses, 
and farmers to raise awareness about the 
importance of protecting and improving the 
ecosystem of our rivers. It's vital that we work 
together to ensure the sustainability of our natural 
resources for future generations. By partnering 
with local groups, Severn Trent is seeking to work 
with local community groups in improving the 
health of our rivers.
Advice and some financial support is becoming 
available for farmers to help them reduce their 
impact on waterways. Farmers have a vital role to 
play in managing pesticide and fertilizer use and 
improving soil management practices. STWs "Get 
River Positive" campaign aims to fix its own 
discharges and encourage sustainable agriculture 
practice in its catchment.
   STW plans to invest £1.2 billion over the next five 
years to improve water quality, reduce leakage, 
and increase resilience to climate change. Locally 
£4.5 million of this is being invested in the next 
two years in improving treatment works and 
Combined Sewer Overflows along 12 miles of the 
River Teme between Leintwardine and Tenbury 
Wells to get the river to high water quality 
standard.
We as consumers can also play our part by 
stopping flushing wet wipes down the loo and 
putting filters in washing machines to stop 
microfibres from our clothes being flushed out. 
There will be a consultation on banning plastic in 
wet wipes to reduce the risk of blocking sewers.
There is still much more to do to clean up our 
rivers and coastlines, including reducing surface 
water runoff from roads and developments, 
designating more bathing waters, and tackling 
nutrient pollution. But the measures set out in the 
Plan for Water represent a credible and wide-
ranging strategy to tackle the scourges of pollution 
and underinvestment that have blighted England's 
waterways for too long.
Philip Dunne
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01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

A small local business.

I am a qualified lawyer with over 30 
years experience offering a personal 
and approachable service. 

I undertake specialist will drafting, 
lasting powers of attorney, deputyship 
applications and probate. 

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email mandy@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address The Old Snuff Mill Warehouse, Park Lane, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EL

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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RRoyal British Legion
CCleobury Mortimer Branch
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Bayton Church of England Primary School 
 

 - Be the best you can be, as a child of God -  

                       
Rated “Outstanding” in our latest SIAMs inspection (March 2018)

– – – – – – – –
 

“We offer an alternative and unique Primary 

come and visit us.”

–

Type to enter text
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

 CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK

AND STILL THE SUFFERING 
GOES ON 
   Suffering from poverty has 
been overshadowed by war and  
natural disaster.
   Please help to lift the suffering 
of hunger and illness which 
hurts the world’s poorest 
people.
   Lives can be turned around by 
new agricultural practices, co-
operative work schemes and
medical and hygiene education.
Improving standards means 
more opportunity for trade and 
economic growth, and these are 
ways out of poverty.
   Please give a donation to  
Christian Aid and spread your 
love to stop the suffering.
    Donate at  caweek.org   or call 
08080 006 006
   Thank you.
David and Gabrielle Eve

SAINT JOHN’S
DODDINGTON

After a lovely display of 
daffodils inside St John’s, the 
churchyard is coming into its 
own with a good variety of 
wildflowers – do visit and have 
a wander round and enjoy a sit 
on one of our benches. The zig-
zag path provides a perfect 
route to amble up and down, 
and we are delighted that so 
many flowers are colonising the 
areas disturbed when the path 
was installed. There are always 
refreshments avai lable in 
church.  Did you spot our 
crocheted f lowers on the 
handrail? Thank you to the 
ladies who crafted those – and 
they’ve got the bug! There will 

be a new one appearing soon, so 
look out for that! Our first 
service in May (11am Sunday 
7 t h ) w i l l c e l e b r a t e t h e 
Coronation, so if you are in our 
neck of the woods, please join 
us to mark this special occasion 
then either dash to your Big 
Lunch, or stay for a cuppa and a 
chat. 
Celia Gibb

THANK YOU
Thank you very much to 
everyone who participated in 
my university research on 
e n e rg y e f f i c i e n c y i n o l d 
buildings. A very healthy 
response rate of over 70% was 
attained and the returned 
questionnaires will enable me to 
complete the last part of my 
Building Surveying degree. We 
are lucky to have many fine old 
bu i ld ings in and around 
Cleobury, many of which are 
not listed or protected by 
c o n s e r v a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n , 
nonetheless the questionnaire 
feedback shows they are in very 
safe hands.
Many thanks and kind regards,
Sam Lloyd

PARISH HALL AGM
The Annual General Meeting of 
the Parish Hall will be held on 
Wednesday 17 May at 7.00pm, 
in the Hall. 
   Please join us for cheese and 
wine.  The Trustees will report 
on the previous year and outline 
their plans for the future.
   If you would like to serve as a 
Trustee, or would be willing to 
volunteer to help us with events 
and the upkeep of the hall, 
please contact Gabby Franklin 
on 01299 271713.

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS

On Saturday May 20th at 7.30 
pm, we will be showing Ad 
Astra. Astronaut Roy McBride 
(Brad Pitt) travels to the outer 
edges of the solar system to find 
his missing father and unravel a 
mystery that threatens the 
survival of our planet. His 
journey will uncover secrets that 
challenge the nature of human 
existence and our place in the 
cosmos.
   Bar, tea and cake. Tickets £5.00 
at the door.

VACANCY ADVERTS
The vacancy for the position of 
Clerk to the Hopton Wafers 
Parish Council resulted in an 
appointment made. We know 
because chairman of the council
M a r k H u m p a g e h a d t h e 
courtesy to say how well it had 
worked. It’s what a community 
newsletter should do; serve the 
needs of its readers.
   Which is a way of reminding 
all employers in the area that 
job vacancies in these pages are 
free. And may I remind those 
prospective employers that our 
circulation of 1,000 printed 
copies and something like 750 
visits to our website each month 
means a wide reach through 
your target area. 
   Localised concentration does 
help small traders too. I talked 
to a local trader years ago, who 
explained that a quarter page in 
here served him well, while a 
well known advertising sheet 
had big circulation and much 
higher prices and he was getting 
enquiries from people needing 
him an hour’s journey away! 
You can’t beat staying local.
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Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy
fully licenced by Shropshire Council

visit our website: www.purrrfectcaƩery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcaƩery.co.uk
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It’s been celebrations galore here at Doddington Lodge! 
Hilda marked her remarkable milestone 101st birthday! Lots 
of heartfelt cards and gifts from family and friends and a 
fabulous birthday cake that everyone enjoyed. 

We celebrated Olive’s birthday, a lovely day of celebrations for 
a very special lady. Sunshine, laughter and cake all round! 

We also had very special visitors, Rachel’s daughter, Freya and 
her baby, Primrose stopped by to visit us. Freya is currently 
on maternity leave as a carer here at Doddington Lodge. 
Primrose melted our hearts, with lots of smiles & cuddles. 
Everyone was so happy to see them both. 

Follow us on Facebook to find out more.

CELEBRATIONS GALORE 
AT DODDINGTON LODGE
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Join us for a warm cup of cheer and 
plenty of laughs at our monthly 

Doddington Lodge Coffee Mornings!

Every 2nd Friday of the month, come together 
with residents, family & friends over tea or 

coffee. Enjoy freshly baked cake as well as the 
Doddington Lodge monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person – including your 
beverage and slice of cake – join us for our next 

get-together on Friday, May 12th, 2023, 
from 10 am until midday.

A warm welcome awaits
 - We look forward to seeing you!

bbbbb

Come along!

Coffee morning 

on Friday 12th 

May 2023

Gerd 

Introducing our Maintenance Manager, Gerald.  Gerald will be 
a familiar face to many locals as he used to drive the Lacon Childe 
school bus along with his dad Mike. He lives at Doddington Heights 
Park which backs on to Doddington Lodge, which makes his daily 
walk to work through his garden even more lovely. 

Gerald, along with his apprentice Reace, are responsible for the 
upkeep of Doddington Lodge and all its wonderful gardens, as you 
can imagine, this is quite a big job especially at this time of year when 
everything is starting to grow. I think everyone that drives past will 
agree, they do a great job as the gardens always look so beautiful and 
colourful!

Gerald lives with his fiancé Shelly, after 12 years together they have 
finally set a date to get married, the big day is in June this year! 
Everyone at Doddington Lodge wishes them all the very best and is 
incredibly excited for them both!
 

Our Home Manager, Shavaughne, had the pleasure of visiting 
Lacon Childe School along with Danny Pardoe from The 
Point, Kidderminster College, to talk careers in Health and 
Social Care. It was fantastic to talk to the Year 10 pupils 
about a variety of subjects and opportunities within the care 
profession and how Doddington Lodge provides support and 
opportunities for apprenticeships.

DODDINGTON LODGE SUPPORT LOCAL 

APPRENTICESHIPS IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
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Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 
funeral flowers 

Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

  
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

Painter/Decorator
Christine Smith
Friendly, local, female 
professional. Any job 
considered: including 
Indoor/outdoor, walls, 
windows and doors, wallpaper 
& preparation. DBS checked.
Fairly priced. Free quotes. 
Call: 07977296335
E: clsartcontact@gmail.com

CARTERER’R’S ANTIQUESESS

We are looking to purchase all manner of 
anƟques, jewellery, coins, medals 

and curiosiƟes.

For a free valuaƟons kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792

Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com

celebrate your loved one’s life.
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Sorry to hear that Jenny of Shoe 
Box fame is pottering off to 

Hampshire. She will be 
missed.So I will be doing the 

Shoe Boxes for the foreseeable 
future. There’s no way I can 
match Jenny, but I will try. 

My contact number: 
07976 307 889. KEITH BALMER

MORE ABOUT SHOE BOXES 
For Boys and Girls:
To o t h b r u s h & t o o t h p a s t e , h a i r 
accessories/brush, soap & face cloth, 
stationery & paper, gloves, hat & scarf, 
new socks/underwear, a soft toy, game, 
puzzle, small musical instruments, toy 
vehicles, small ball, sweets (use by date 
from June), a photo and message from 
yourself.
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Hollywaste Holiday Lets
Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) coƩage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury MorƟmer. Fully equipped kitchen, 

open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC.  Includes Freesat and fast WiFi.  There are enclosed & open 
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beauƟful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
StaycaƟons, Pamper weekends , ShooƟng weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends, 

Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!
If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and Ɵme frame.

Tel: 07962 151322  Email: hollywasteholidaylets@gmail.com FB: hƩps://www.facebook.com/HollywasteHolidayCoƩage

Website: hƩps://hollywasteholidaylets.squarespace.com for more informaƟon

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE 

Providing a thorough nail and foot 
care treatment in the comfort of your 

own home.

Registered and insured practitioner.

STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip  RFHP 

07794 022 618



Cleobury Clarion May 2023 Page 37



Cleobury Clarion May 2023 Page 38

Rachel Siddall  DipCFHP, MPSPract

Footcare in the privacy of your own 
home:

Nail trimming
Ingrowing toenails
Corn removal
Thickening nails
Callus reducƟon 
Verruca treatment 
DiabeƟc foot care

Foot Health
PracƟƟoner

07478 007913

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days 
Pop inside before you pop online!  
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
Tel: 01299 489590 
Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND 
EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS! 
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Simon Morton - In The Garden 

Sowing the Seeds of 
Summer

Despite my protestations at the time, my 
school reports had it right. No matter 
which school I attended (and, let the 
record state, there were quite a few) nor 
which stage of my academic journey I 
was battling through, they all came to the 
same conclusion - ‘Simon lacks 
patience’ (they all also happened to 
mention that I viewed school as more of 
a social occasion than a place of 
education, but that’s not important right 
now).

   Patience is not a virtue I have ever 
possessed. And while this zest for trying 
new stuff might be charming in a child, 
it’s a major character flaw in adulthood. 
My poor wife has to put up with my 
giddy excitement for every new hobby or 
passion - playing a wide variety of 
musical instruments, countless DIY 
projects, taking up golf, there’s quite a 

list - and then deal with the subsequent 

detritus as I realise that I don’t have the 
time, tenacity and talent to get any of 
them over the line. 

   I simply don’t have the patience for it. 
Never had. Never will. 

   This impatience has played havoc in 
the garden for many years, most notably 
in the greenhouse and, more specifically, 
in the lines of carefully labelled and 
symmetrically placed sowing trays. The 
thing is, I LOVE sowing. It’s by far my 
favourite gardening job. There is 
something incredibly calming about the 
whole process of standing in a warming 
greenhouse, with a sleeping dog by your 
feet, radio on, a flask of coffee on the go 
and packets of seeds that need decanting 
into trays. Each step of the process, from 
mixing the compost (a cunning 1:3 mix of 
potting and regular peat-free compost 
seems to perform well) to sieving a light 
covering over the seeds, is an exercise in 
mindfulness. It’s no wonder the NHS has 
started to prescribe ‘gardening’ as a 
treatment for depression and loneliness.

Clee Hill Community Wildlife Group Bird Survey 
It’s not too late to help with the Bird Survey, if you want to join in. We found seven pairs of 
Curlew last year, and we hope they have all come back. We need to count the breeding 
population, and monitor the outcome of nesting attempts, to see if any young fledge. 

If you see or hear a Curlew, please tell us. 
We would also like to know if you see or hear any Lapwing, Kestrel or Cuckoo, or see 
evidence of breeding Red Kite, please. 

If you’ve seen or heard any of these species,  
please don’t assume we know about them. 

Please report all your observations, especially any Curlew  
(“the most important bird conservation priority in the UK”) 

Please contact 
Chris Bargman (01299 270514, email: chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk) 
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

♦

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

♦
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A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing

*Bathrooms

*Hot water cylinders

*Central heaƟng

*OŌec approved

*Oil boilers

*Servicing

*Power flushing

Call Today: 07565 181554

 
 

CLEOBURY CARPENTER 
New to the area – Est since 2006 

All Aspects Of Carpentry & Joinery 
Your Local ‘Handy Man’ 

No Job Too Big Or Small 
Contact Joe - 07752 463 651 
hurleyhomesltd@outlook.com 
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

“Forest schools”
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MRS GRUMPY

So, Donald Trump has finally appeared in 
court to answer charges of falsifying business 
records with the main topic of interest the 
$130,000 payment to an 'Adult' film actress. 
Given that this sum was allegedly paid as 
'hush' money to conceal an affair, perhaps 
rather than claiming it as a 'Business' expense, 
it should have been shown as a 'Doing the 
Business' expense...
   What is happening to the blood donation 
service? They used to have local events where 
donors could turn up without an appointment 
to have an armful removed. No longer. Now 
volunteers have to go to Kiddy or Stourport 
having booked a timed appointment and are 
turned away if all appointments for a session 
are filled. Once, during the Pandemic, at least 
they were allowed free parking but the next 
time around fines were issued. So, apart from 
the time and transport costs required to attend, 
there were parking penalties as well. That'll 
encourage people to come forward...This 
would be less of a problem if the blood banks 
were overflowing but we are being told that 
supplies are desperately short so why make it 
so difficult to donate? A cynic (me?) might 
wonder whether the blood isn't needed as so 
many operations are being delayed or 
cancelled.
  If you walk down the main road approaching 
New Bridge, you might spy a small notice on 
the fence to your left. It is a planning 
application for a new sewage treatment plant 
by Severn Trent. This appears to be a well kept 
secret although there was talk of the need for 
more capacity some years ago. Looking at the 
plans on the Shropshire Council website (ref 
23/00908/MAW if you are interested) reveals 
that ST are planning to build a new plant in the 
field just the Cleobury side of the river to the 
north of the A4117. There are 40 documents 
attached to the application and not all of them 
have been included in full so, given that the 
last date for comments was 21st April, this 
seems a little tardy. I understand that a request 

is being made to extend this date so it might 
change.
   From my examination of what is there, it 
appears that the actual plant would be well 
away from the road with an access road from 
the A4117. The site won't be fully self contained 
as sludge would need to be exported by truck 2 
or 3 times a month. Any storm overflow 
pipework would be joined with that of the 
existing plant and the site would not normally 
be staffed so let's hope nothing goes wrong...  
Still, if it does what it says on the tin, it might 
reduce the amount of effluent discharged into 
the Rea. Some time ago, Severn Trent were 
asked by Fish Legal, a campaign group, to give 
detailed figures for discharges into the Severn 
from their Worcester sewage treatment works 
which involved 81 spills totalling 3000 hours in 
2021. This is the equivalent of discharging 24 
hours a day for 125 days.... They declined to 
provide them saying that the records sought do 
not constitute environmental information (why 
not?), a decision which is being examined by 
the UK's data watchdog. 
   In a further development, the Shrewsbury 
River Classic fishing competition has been 
cancelled this year as the organisers felt that, 
due to levels of pollution in the river, 
competitors would be more likely to catch 
sanitary products than fish. ST say that the 
local sewage plant is due to be upgraded by 
2025 but given that ST plants discharged 
sewage into rivers for nearly 250,000 hours in 
2022, I wonder how much difference this will 
make. so nothing to see here....
   And nothing to see in relation to the SNP 
accounts and the vanishing £600,000. Oh, 
apparently there is, with the arrest of the 
recently resigned Chief Executive, Peter 
Murrell     who is also the husband of Nicola 
Sturgeon and the seizure of a nearly new and 
virtually unused £100,000 motorhome from his 
mother's house. He has now been released 
without charge pending further investigation 
so we will see what happens.
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E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

    

 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....

Family run business of 30 years, call us for a free no 
obligaƟon quote

Finance available, buy now and pay later

5 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Phone: 01562 822855 – Email: sales@twshq.com
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RouƟne & Emergency emptying of DomesƟc & Commercial:

SEPTIC TANKS

TREATMENT PLANTS

ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS

BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE

GREASE TRAPS
Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.  

Call us now for your free quote.

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.
Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

                                                         

Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
Re poinƟng & Chimney Repairs
Fascias & GuƩering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long lasƟng, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern, 
giving extra light to your room starƟng from as liƩle as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274
Www.onestop roofing.co.uk
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com

Family business est. 35 years.
All repair work undertaken
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Cleobury Community Hub 
Coffee Shop, Climb61, Youth Events   

Mondays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-9pm 
Tuesdays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-9pm 

Fridays - 9:30am-12:45pm, 2:30pm-5:30pm 

Others first… That was the theme for our 3-day trip to the Pioneer Centre with 24 young 
people in the Easter Holidays. We had a blast on the outdoor adventurous activities as 
well as the activities that focused on team work, nature and our surroundings. We are 
blessed to be able to call this area home and we hope that it has inspired our youth to 
explore and look after their surroundings more. In the evenings we had discussions that 
made us all think and challenged the way we view life. Others First came out of those 
discussions and we aim to bring this theme in all we do. Just think, if you and everyone 
else chose others first in all we do, what would your life be like… making that drink for 
your loved ones before they get up in the morning? Holding the door open for others? 
Maybe the question is “What does love require of you in each and every moment?” Let’s 
try to out submit to one another and see what happens?!  

FOCUS ON: King Charles III Coronation live streamed and Bank Holiday Monday  

(1st & 8th May) openings. 

Saturday 6th May - Open 10am-4pm 
We are open for the King’s Coronation from 10am on Saturday 6th with coronation crafts 
for the kids, climb61 bouldering and the soft play will be open too. The main focus for the 
day will be the coronation of King Charles III with the coronation streamed on our big 
screen from 10:30am.


Note the Coffee change… Since we opened in 2019 we have partnered with Karuna 
Coffee. A charity that roast their coffee beans, selling wholesale dark roasts in order to 
serve the communities to which they buy them from. We have now run out of Karuna 
Coffee and are now testing your tastebuds with new dark roasts. 

Keep an eye out for our “Coffee of the Week” on social media and in the CCH but make 
sure you come and sample it too!

Don’t forget that the CCH is for the whole community, whatever age or stage of life you 
find yourself. We are here for you with a really warm welcome.


Climb61 Session Times - To book climbing and events: www.smyp.org.uk 
Tuesdays - 9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2:15pm-3:45pm, 4pm-5:30pm, 
5:45pm-7:15pm, 7:30pm-9pm (Mondays)6:30pm-8pm 
Fridays - 9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2:15pm-3:45pm, 4pm-5:30pm 
LADIES NIGHT - 4th May and the following month - 1st June
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 
 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 

 

KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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Let’s Beat the Scammers                                                                      Nigel Reid

Welcome to the Month of May, a bridge between 
spring and summer, hinting at warmer weather 
for those still stuck in Spring’s cooler grasp.    
This month for many will be the upcoming 
celebrations of the crowning of a new King, but 
for others the cause for some celebration of 
results in a darker side of life. For the last two 
years I have tried to highlight the scourge of the 
“con man” known today as “Scammers”. These 
people take many forms and rarely have worked 
alone, often in what the Police refer to Organised 
Crime Groups (OCG for short).   While much is 
read about the impact they can have on people’s 
lives, little is heard about the successes in 
identifying them and shutting them down.      
   However in March and April this year, two 
significant announcements were made regarding 
coordinated efforts across the Globe to identify 
and arrest suspected scammers. The first was a 
huge alleged global fraud syndicate which has 
been smashed and its suspected British 
mastermind arrested. Law enforcers say the gang 
operated out of Malaysia, placing adverts on 
Facebook targeting savers, mainly in Britain and 
Australia. 
   One of the ringleaders was a 54 year old man 
from Birmingham along with his son and two 
other British Nationals. The gang had been 
operating since 2019 using promises that their 
money would be kept safe in escrow accounts 
and further reassured by professional-looking 
websites, which only lasted a few months before  
disappearing, with new ones taking their place.   
   A private cyber security firm estimated that the 
20 individuals they represented had lost the 
equivalent of £35 billion.  But don’t be fooled into 
thinking that this is the sort of scam that does not 
target someone living in sleepy Shropshire.  No 
one is safe from highly professional approaches 
using glossy convincing websites and techniques.   
   Follow the guidance I have been giving over 
these pages and you will stand a far better chance 
of keeping your money safe.  
   Also in March the National Crime Agency in 
Operation Henhouse made hundreds of arrests 
and millions in assets seized in tackling 
fraudsters. 
   The month-long activity, which resulted in 290 
arrests by police forces, ROCUs and the NCA, 

included high-value seizures, such as a BMW M5 
Competition worth £96,000, and multiple luxury 
items including Rolex watches and jewellery. In 
total more than £6.2 million in assets was also 
seized or restrained. 
Crime really does not pay! 
   But you may ask what happens to anything 
seized in the detection of crime.  Criminal money 
is usually funnelled back into the relevant police 
force so as to aid in future crime prevention – 
reinvestment in police forces is paramount when 
fighting crime, especially in the current climate.   
   Assets are usually split between the police, the 
Crown Prosecution and the Home Office.  High 
value items such as cars, jewellery and other 
significant assets will be auctioned off with the 
resulting money going to the public purse in 
many forms.   In the case where an individual can 
be identified as having lost goods or money to a 
specific conviction this can be reimbursed 
directly.  It just goes to show that some good 
might just come out of it in the long run when the 
illegal assets of flashy criminals are recycled back 
into our local communities   
However, the DVLA, TV Licence and PayPal 
scams still go on, a recent scam email with a link 
to a Government web site went one step further 
with many links on the fake web site going to 
genuine pages of the real web site.  This is upping 
the game from the scammers point of view, but 
the acid test as I have frequently advised is to 
check the source of the email by clicking on the 
sender.  Expanding it to show the real sender will 
help to identify whether or not it is genuine.    
Beware also there is an increase in Twitter and 
Instagram messages usually with a link to either a 
fake YouTube video or some other web page. At 
best it’s just a harmless advert (although this is 
rare), at worst it’s an attempt to infiltrate your 
mobile, tablet or computer to access your contacts 
or leave a nasty little hidden program to record 
all your keystrokes.
Follow the simple guidance, if you are not 
expecting it, be very careful how you handle it.  If 
it’s from someone you know, check by a different 
means that they really sent it and it’s ok.  
Otherwise DELETE it!

Nigel
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N.R. Evans Landscaping

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com
Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance 

Grass cuƫng 

Strimming

hedge cuƫng

garden and site clearance

domesƟc and commercial customers welcome

Fencing, including:
Panel fencing
Post and rail fencing
Picket fencing
Stock fencing
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly 

qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can  

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128  

to arrange a free financial review or visit:

www.cnsq.co.uk

FI
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Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 
written?

I’m Stephanie
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The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

A safe and easy to use alternaƟve for logs for both wood stoves and open fires

buy online at www.burningblocks.co.uk

Easy to light / roaring fire in under 5 mins
Easy to stack / 10kg packs 
High heat / similar to coal on output
Each briqueƩe lasts over an hour 
Low moisture / 8% moisture maximum
Store undercover

Discount for local 
delivery quote: 

“family10” at the
checkout

UK wide 
delivery available,

aprox. 2 days

For more informaƟon:
Email: burningblocks@gmail.com Website: www.burningblocks.co.uk FB: hƩps://www.facebook.com/burningblocksbriqueƩes
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SOLAR PV

EV CHARGERS

AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

GROUND SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

BATTERIES

VENTILATION

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

RADIATORS

With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
much you could save. 
Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid. 
Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
cylinders. 
Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives. 
Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years. 
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy. 
 
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
 
What can EnergyZone Offer? 

About usOur Services

01299 270011

sales@energyzone.co.uk

For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations:

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!
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THE ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION

Since the last Clarion issue our 
Annual Lunch was held at the 
Parish Hall. Numbers were 
down but those who did come 
had an enjoyable carvery 
provided by Clock House. We 
also had another interesting 
and illuminating talk by Mark 
Baldwin, this time on the 
Great Zeppelin Raid of 1916, 
which resulted in bombing in 
the West Midlands although 
the target of the raid by nine 
Zeppelins was Liverpool. The 
talk was an eye-opener for 
most of us.
   We are looking towards the 
Coronat ion and, for the 
Monday Public Holiday, are 
planning an environment 
event, as suggested by His 
Majesty, after which we plan 
to meet for a social get 
together.
   Our next event is social – an 
evening at Worcester Races on 
26 May; details of which will 
be available soon but all are 
welcome. We need as many 
people as possible to reduce 
the cost of transport.  
   We are still in need of more 
members, keep your eyes open 
for information posters around 
Cleobury.  Please remember 
that you don’t have to have 
served in the military to join 
and everyone can play a part.  
You will find an advert in this 
and other Clarion issues later 
in the year.
   Following a discussion with 
members, Branch meetings 
will revert to the second 
Wednesday of the month at 
7.00pm in the Sports and 
Social Club. We are also 

p lanning to ho ld soc ia l 
meetings elsewhere on another 
evening in the month. If you 
would like to know more 
please get in touch and come 
along to a meeting
M i k e H e r m o l l e – B r a n c h 
Chairman        01299 271384

THE  NAUGHTY 
BOYS CLUB

An official looking envelope 
arrived in February, opened in 
anticipation of it being to do 
with the removal of that nasty 
l i t t le Vladimir f rom my 
stomach. Oh no, it was to 
advise I’d been caught on 
camera doing 35 in a 30mph 
area and how I could pay up 
£100 and get points on my 
licence, or attended a Speed 
Awareness Course by paying 
£87 and not getting those 
points. It was either driving 
pride or just male ego that 
made me opt for the course 
and keep my licence clean.
   I booked my course for April 
18th, at Himley Hall near 
Dudley. A lovely setting, but 
not clearly signed if you 
wanted to get a free ticket and 
avoid another fine. I opted for 
paying - it does become a habit 
of you drive a car - and put 
£3.00 in the machine. Not very 
expensive if you compare it 
with parking to shop at the 
Weaver’s Wharf in Kiddy.
  24 guilty parties, men and 
women, were spread around  
the course room, with two 
friendly chaps there to make 
us aware of what speed can do 
if have a collision. Or, Heaven 
f o r b i d , h i t a c y c l i s t o r 
pedestrian. The need to keep a 
reasonable distance from the 
vehicle in front was clear, but 

it was observed only in the 
breach when I last drove on 
the Swindon by-pass and had 
cars coming into the 50mph 
procession in the outside lane 
if more than one car length 
was available. I’ve stopped 
going to Swindon.
   There were lots of pictures 
on a large screen, which I 
couldn’t see because the 
lecturer was in the way. And 
the acoustics and a strong echo 
made hearing difficult. We all 
got signed off as attending the 
course, with the police records 
notified. You don’t learn much, 
but do get reminded of the 
limits of both drivers and their 
vehicles.
   I’ve come to accept cameras 
that record speeds, but will 
only respect them completely 
when they can detect drunken 
drivers that are a far greater 
threat to safety than the minor 
offences that provide an easy 
income for those who govern 
us.                    Jim Reynolds

TAKE CARE - COVID!
  It is not hot news, but Covid 
is still here and a threat to us 
all. My brother and his partner 
took a once-in-a-lifetime cruise  
in the West Indies and fell ill 
on the fifth day. Confined to 
their cabin for the rest of the 15 
days, with even a request for a 
thermometer to test her 
temperature refused, bliss 
became a bitter experience.
   Of course the risk here is 
less, but there are people ill 
with the same nasty little bug. 
With the Spring Covid-19 
Booster jab available, it does 
make sense to be cautious and 
book up for free treatment that 
can save you such discomfort.
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CLEOBURY CLARION SOCIAL CALENDAR MAY 2023
Wed  3rd  6.00 to 7.00  Late Night at the Food Bank, Market Hall.
                  7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall. Sonia Pearsall 01584 890874
Thu  4th   10.00  Rock Pathfinders step out from Heightington Village Hall. PAGE 21
                  7.30  Camera Club inaugural meeting, Talbot Hotel. PAGE 9
Fri 5th  3.00  Eat Cake for the King at the Market Hall. A W.I. charity fund raiser.   PAGE 19
Sat  6th  10.00  Community Hub open for the coronation. PAGE 51
Sun  7th  10.00  CMFA Country Walk starts from the Golf Club.
                 11.00  Service to celebrate the King’s coronation at Doddington church    PAGE 29
Mon  8th  6.30  Creative Writing Group, Library, Love Lane. PAGE 5
                  7.30  Cleobury Gardeners welcome Dr Pam Davenport to Market Hall   PAGE 9
Tue  9th  7.30  Cleobury W.I. Claire Bradley talks on flower arranging. PAGE 19
Wed  10th  10.00  Walking for Health AwayDay from Doddington Village Hall. PAGE 21
                    10.00  CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall

        12.30  Soup Lunch at Melville Chapel, Oreton. PAGE 19
                      7.00  Royal British Legion meet at the Sports and Social Club
Thu  11th 7.30am  Breakfast Club meet at The Talbot Hotel, a new venue.              . PAGE 11
Fri  12th  8.00  Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall. Sonia Pearsall 01584 890874
Sat 13th  10.00  Garden Club Plant Sale, Victory Hall, Clows Top PAGE 5

      7.30  Cleobury Concert Brass spring concert at St Mary’s. PAGE 17
Mon  15th  7.00  Bowling Club ‘Taster Session’. Ronhill Lane. PAGE 11
                    7.30 The Reading Group meet at the library. PAGE 19
Tue  16th  6.00 Cleobury W.I. visit to Neen View Gardens, Neen Sollars.                  PAGE  19
Wed  17th  7.00  Cleobury Parish Hall AGM in the Hall.             PAGE  29
                   7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall
Thu  18th  10.00  Rock Pathfinders walk out from Arley Community Hall. PAGE 21
Fri  19th  09.00  Community Morning at Cleobury Country Centre PAGE 45
Sat  20th   10.00  Morning Coffe at Melville Chapel, Oregon PAGE 19

       6.00  Hopton Wafers Annual Parish Meeting, in the Village Hall. PAGE 19
       7.30  Flicks in the Sticks at the Parish Hall PAGE 29

Mon  22nd  Cleobury Gardeners welcome Roger Umpelby. PAGE 9
Wed  24th  10.00  Walking for Health starts from the Market Hall. PAGE 21
                    10.00  CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall.
                   Clows Top Garden Club visit to Byecroft, Bircher, nr Leominster. PAGE 4
Fri  26th   Royal British Legion have an Evening at the Races at Worcester
                  8.00  Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall
Mon  29th  7.30  The Nearly Dead Poets Society meet and drink at the library
Wed  31st  7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall
AND LOOKING AHEAD TO JUNE:
Wed  7th  7.30  Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall
REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS OF INTEREST
Monday  8.00  Suzanne’s Bingo Night at the Market Hall
Tuesday  2.00  The Friendship Club meet in the Parish Hall
Thurs  10.00 Drop In at St Mary’s to chat and perhaps share a problem.

Tina Hobin gives lessons in the Birth Dance and good health in the Market Hall.
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We’re turning 30

LIMITED EDITION
Hobsons birthday beer is a punchy IPA, brewed with intense 

British Target and tropical Harlequin hops. Why Dirty Gertie you ask? 

A simple Bingo call for the magic 30 Bingo Ball, because that’s 

how many years Hobsons has been brewing for!

P.S Save the date Saturday 1st July for a special party, see our website for details ….

Style: IPA

ABV: 5.5%

Cask: 9 gallon

Bottle: 500ml
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, Londis Store, Cleoburrs, Cleobury Cafe, The 
Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, and The Library.
Out in Cleobury Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;  Clee Hill Stores; Clows Top Stores; The 
Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; ; Ludlow Library; Mahorall Cider Farm; The 
Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, 
Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Ditton Priors.
Copies are also available from the Parish Churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, Hopton 
Wafers, Milson, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.
Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read as pdfs from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri  and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE PC Wayne 
Strangwood

07773 054 587 wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Fiona McCallum 07805 737 555

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Kim 01299 272732 markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE ISSUE: MAY 22ND
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS THE LAST POSSIBLE DATE TO RECEIVE REPORTS.

Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road Cleobury Mortimer 
Shropshire, DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642; Mobile: 07410 977 212
EMail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or  uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion on the web:  www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print and Design of Shifnal. Tel 01952.730511
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Gym
Exercise Classes

Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch

Netball 
Tennis Courts

DOWNLOAD OUR APP




