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Cleobury Clarion
The

THE GLEN’S IN THE 
AWARDS AGAIN!

Their message:
Just wanted to update you with 
some fantastic news we’ve had. 
When we spoke to Kit earlier in 
the  year  (April  issue)  we  had 
said that we were hoping to get 
our  first  bee  hive  on  the  park 
and wanted to achieve the Gold 
David  Bellamy  Conservation 
award, as we currently held the 
silver.
  We are delighted to say that 
the  lovely  Lucy  at  Bee  Biotic, 
who is a regular at the Farmers 
Market,  kindly  provided  us 
with our first hive in June. The 
bees have settled in well and are 
busy  preparing  honey,  which 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  sample 
next year. 
   We  have  also  received 
confirmation  this  month  from 
t h e  D a v i d  B e l l a m y 
Conservation  scheme  that  we 
have now achieved the status of 
a Gold Award park, along with 
this we have been designated a 
Honey Bee Friendly Park and in 
addition,  as  part  of  their  five 
habitats in five years campaign 
we also received the Hedgerow, 

Wildflower  and  Woodland 
badges  too.  It’s  been  a  lot  of 
hard  work  but  well  worth  the 
effort  and  will  hopefully 
contribute  to  the  Wildlife 
corridors in Cleobury.
Frank and Sheila Sheeran

BEST CHRISTMAS 
DISPLAY AWARD

Sponsored  by  the  Cleobury 
Clarion,  the  Town  Council  is 
launching  a  window  dressing 
competition  for  the  town’s 
business premises at Christmas.
There will  be a permanent cup 
and each winner will  receive a 
replica to display each year as a 
reminder of their success.
   The idea is to develop interest 
in  the  displays  that  make  our 
main   street  such  an  attractive 
place in the festive season. Too 
many towns  and villages  have 
stopped  putting  on  a  special 
show at  Christmas,  and  as  it’s 
the  traditional  season  of 
goodwill,  this  competition  will 
increase the efforts that already 
draw  much  favourable 
comment from visitors. 
   The judging will be by a group 
of councillors and the editor of 
the Clarion and the winner will 

have  the  trophy  to  display  in 
their  window  over  the 
Christmas  and  New  Year 
period.  More  details  in  the 
December issue.

AVOIDING FRAUD
Our  thanks  to  Matt  Yarranton 
for his informed advice on how 
to detect and avoid fraud, be it 
by  internet,  telephone,  post  or 
face  to  face.  The  amount  of 
money  stolen  in  this  way  is 
frightening, as you’ll see if you 
read his report on Page 63. It’s a 
sad truth that too many people 
cannot be trusted today.  Please 
be  wary  of  strangers  with 
tempting promises.

CLARION CHANGES
From  December  the  frequency 
of  Clarion  publication  will 
change  in  one  minor  way. 
Because the January issue has to 
be  printed before  Christmas  to 
make it available on January 1st, 
in future we will be publishing 
one  copy  to  cover  December 
and January. 
   It will mean the editor having 
a  more  relaxed  Christmas  and 
New Year, but those who know 
how ancient he is will realise he 
may deserve it.
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As members of The National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF), we abide by a strict code of practice that provides 
further confidence in our professional service and approach. 

Our premises offer full facilities for the care of your loved one, meaning 
they remain local to home, from the moment they come into our care 
until the day of the funeral. 

 

8 - 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

 

Our reputation has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is 
concentrated on satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your 

neighbourhood is our neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral 
Director, with over 20 years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we 

take personal pride in serving you well. 

Type to enter text
Type to enter text
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DOES THE CAR NEED A SPRUCE 
FOR THE WINTER?

GIVE ASHLEY A CALL FOR A QUOTE 

FULL OR PART VALETS TO YOUR BUDGET
(BOOKING ESSENTIAL)

Cleobury Mortimer went to 
meet the BBC in Birmingham

SeePage 17.

A rather special musical evening 
at Hopton Wafers’ very smart 

Village Hall.
See Page 25.

A

A major refurbishment at 
Doddington Lodge looks great.

See ‘In Business’ on Page 61.
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

– –
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

CARL IS VOLLEYBALL 
VOLUNTEER OF THE 

YEAR
Carl  Brookes,  manager  of  the 
Sports  and  Fitness  Centre  in 
Cleobury,  has  been  named 
Volleyball  England’s  Volunteer 
of the Year.’

Carl collects a well deserved
award at Volleyball England’s

annual prize giving.
   The words in his nomination 
tell  a big story: “Carl had been 
the  backbone   of  volleyball  in 
the  West  Midlands  for  a  few 
years.” 
   Look at all  he does and you 
realise how true that  tribute is. 
He’s  head  coach  for  the 
Cleobury Volleyball  Club,  chair 
of  the  Black  Country  VB Club, 
coach of a National VB League 
team, coach of junior teams and 

League  Manager  of  the  West 
Midlands  VB  Association.  And 
he’s worked to help the progress 
of young players. All this as well 
as  looking after  his  family  and 
holding down a full time job.
   Such  a  modest  man,  never 
given  to  boasting  and  always 
ready  to  help  others.  A  real 
credit  to  his  sport  and  to  this 
community.

ROCK PATHFINDERS
As  usual  with  this  very  active 
walking  group,  there  are  two 
dates this month:
   Thursday the 7th.  10.30 start 
from  Saunders  Park, 
K i d d e r m i n s t e r  R o a d , 
Bromsgrove  Park  along  the 
A448,  B61  7JT or  SO Reference 
954707.
   Thursday the 21st. 10.30 start 
fromThe Royal Forester, Callow 
Hill, Bewdley DY14 9XW or SO 
Reference  745738.  More  info 
from Alan on 01299 400304.
   And  the  Pathfinders  have  a 
new  website  address: 
www.rockpathfinders.uk

CLOWS TOP 
GARDEN CLUB

November can be a damp, raw 
month. Flowers may be scarce in 
the  garden but  there  are  many 
berries,  evergreen  foliage  and 
trees  with  decorative  bark  to 
add  interest  on  the  dullest  of 
days.  Frosts  can  be  quite 
frequent  at  night,  especially 

when it is calm and clear. Cold 
winds from the east will make it 
feel much colder than it really is. 
November  is  also  the  perfect 
time to plant new roses in a well 
prepared  site  and  don’t  forget 
your Spring Flowering Tulips.
   At the September meeting, the 
club  had  its  annual  Autumn 
Show  for  members  only.  The 
winners were 1st Marion Wilson, 
2nd  Kath  Thornton,  3rd  Madge 
Edwards & Best  Exhibit  Tracey 
Webb. Many thanks to Anne for 
judging  the  show  and  to 
everyone who made an entry.
   Our next meeting will  be on  
November 27th and will be the 
AGM  and  members’  social 
evening, with a hands-on master 
class  in  flower  arranging,  after 
the  formalities.  This  is  the  last 
event in the year as there is no 
meeting in December.
   Our first meeting in the New 
Year  will  be  on  January  22nd. 
Speaker for the evening will be 
‘Rosemary Winnall’  with a  talk  
on ‘Flower Power’.

DATE CHANGE
The  Quiz  Night  booked  for 
November 1st  at  the Golf  Club 
has been changed to the 8th. A 
sensible  move,  as  the  original 
clashed with the British Legion’s 
event in the Parish Hall and two 
good  causes  should  work 
together.  Well  done  both  on 
your common sense.

IN AND AROUND ST MARY’S CHURCH 
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 Fully insured qualified professional 
 Excellent workmanship and quality customer care 
 From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

Email: D_Tramontana@hotmail.co.uk          Website: www.poppysgardenbenches.com

Telephone: 01299 832227

Mobile: 07812559530

Clows Top Garage
Clows Top

Tenbury Road
Kidderminster
Worcestershire

From a choice of either strong solid timber or beautiful Welsh cedar wood. These 
handcrafted benches are a must have.

Unlike flat pack benches, these are quality constructed with approximately 2 Inch 
thick solid wood.

Due to the sheer size and weight of these benches we do offer delivery. For more
 information on this, or any general enquires please contact us.

HEARING AID CLINIC
Things  are  changing  at  the 
monthly NHS Hearing Aid Drop-
In  Clinic  at  Saint  Mary’s  Place 
Community Room.
   It had been established on the 
first  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
but from December it will move 
to the first Tuesday and the times 
will then be from 2.00 until 4.00 
in  the  afternoon.  There’s  a 
reminder  in  this  month’s  Social 
Calendar  pages  and  obviously 
from December on we’ll give you 
the Tuesday date and time. Same 
place, same helpful people, same 
good free service.

AGE U.K. LUNCH CLUB
On  Mondays  from  10:30  to 
3.00pm,  there  is  a  social 
gathering  at  the  Day  Centre  in 
Cleobury Mortimer,  run by Age 
UK.  Those  taking part  arrive  in 
the  morning  for  coffee,  biscuits 
and  conversation.  A two course 
hot  meal  is  served  up  at  lunch 
time. 
   The chairs at the centre have all 
recently  been  replaced.  This 
means  there  is  now  room  for 
more  than  the  11  regulars  who 
currently attend. 
   The day is ideal for people who 
are  lonely  and  would  like  the 
chance  to  have  some  friendly 
company.  If  transport  is  a 
problem this may be arranged. If 

you  are  interested  or  know 
someone else who might be, then 
please  contact  Sarah  Wilde  on 
01299 272628
Susan Sharp

TRACEY’S SWEET 
TREATS

Tracey, the smiling lady in charge of 
a shop crowded with sweet treats.

It’s just around the corner in Lion 
Lane,  next  door to Ben’s  Barber 
Shop. A small place, crowded to 
the  ceiling  with  shelves  of 
sweets. Traditional types in those 
big jars that have tempted adults 
and  children  for  more  than  a 
century  and  a  range  of  prices 
from  two-penny  chews  through 
to  boxes  of  chocolates.  Popular 
names like Roses and Terry’s are 
there, waiting to tempt taste buds

   She’ll  make up party cups to 
order  and  if  there’s  something 
you’d like to try, just tell Tracey 
and she’ll find it for you.
   The shop will be open six days 
a week, opening at 7.45 “To catch 
the kids on the way to school,” as 
she  explains  and  normally 
closing  between  4.30  and  5.00, 
unless  there  are  customers  still 
coming in. “I was going to close 
the  other  day,  but  people  kept 
coming in,  so  it  was  about  5.30 
when I left,” she smiles.
   The  window  was  due  to  be 
dressed  for  Halloween,  then 
changed  to  keep  the  display 
fresh. “But not for Christmas - I 
don’t  believe  in  Christmas  in 
August!” she says. Good luck to 
her with that good seasonal logic.
   The telephones are 07376 282 
444  for  Tracey’s  mobile  and  BT 
have  given  her  a  provisional 
landline  number  on  01299 
488180, but that may change.
   We wish her sweet success. 

CITIZENS’ ADVICE 
CONTACT

The number we’ve been showing 
in the Community Contacts page 
for Citizens’ Advice has changed. 
Apologies to any reader who has 
not got through.
   The  correct  number  now  is 
03444  991100.  10.00  through  to 
4.00, Monday to Friday.
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

BARRY’S BACK
Barry  Taylor,  better  known  as 
Mister  Bumperscuff,  is  back  in 
action  this  month.  He’s  been 
through  a  very  rough  patch, 
after  taking his  dog for  a  walk 
and being pulled over, breaking 
his right arm in three places! He 
does have a reputation for doing 
things thoroughly,  but this  was 
taking  it  a  bit  too  far,  as  he’s 
right-handed  and  couldn’t  do 
any  of  the  detailed  rubbing 
down that restores blemishes. 
   The setting and healing of the 
bones  was  straightforward,  but 
then restoring the muscle power 
made  it  a  long  time  with  no 
work  done.  His  advert  was 
withdrawn  until  this  month, 
when he’s back in business.
   He  would  like  to  thank 
everyone who offered sympathy 
and if you’re waiting to get your 
pride and joy looking well, hope 
is on the horizon. His number’s 
at the bottom of this page.

ROAD CLOSURE
The road from Nethercott Farm 
to  the  Six  Ashes  junction  with 
the  B4363  Bridgnorth  Road  is 
due to be closed from December 
2nd to the 6th. Severn Trent will 
be working on the water mains 
replacing a section to give access 
to  a  new  development  site. 
Further information is available 

from  the  Customer  Services 
team on 0345 678 9006.

THE SOROPTIMISTS
Inspirational  Christmas  Floral 
Art  Event,  at  George’s  Hall, 
Bewdley. November 19th at 7.00 
p.m.  Fantastic  flower 
demonstrat ions,  buffet , 
puddings  and  a  glass  of  wine. 
Supporting  West  Mercia 
Women’s Aid. £12 per person
  Contact:  Christine  Holloway 
01299 402545 or Janet Ince 01299 
400055

ADAM’S AIM FOR 
THE HOMELESS

Adam is a young man in Kinlet, 
who was so moved by the sight 
of  homeless  people  in  the  area 
that he began to organise events 
to  raise  funds  for  the  Wyre 
Forest Nightstop and Mediation 
Scheme.  His  latest  venture  is  a 
Coffee  Morning  and  Table  Top 
Sale  in  Kinlet’s  Village Hall  on 
Saturday  November  9th.  Open 
from 10.00 to 12.00noon, it  will 
also  offer  a  charity  tombola, 
raffle,  cake  stall  and  ‘Lucky 
Squares’ game.
   Admission  for  both  buyers 
and  browsers  is  free.  If  you 
fancy taking a table, which costs 
a  mere  fiver,  contact  Adam’s 
mum  Rachael  on  01299  841032 
or 0771 5030 510 if you do want 
to trade - that’s essential. 

THE HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

A small  gathering  listened   to 
Bob Oliver, a National Vegetable 
Society Judge, in October. He is 
Midlands based but  travels  the 
country judging at many shows. 
To become a judge he had to do 
written and practical exams and 
has  to  keep  abreast  of  all  new 
initiatives.  He  worked  his  way 
through  the  most  common 
vegetables  we grow.  We nearly 
all grow runner beans and saw a 
picture of 12 all exactly the same 
size.  We  asked  how  he  kept 
them so straight; the answer was 
give them space so the beans go 
straight  down.  Plant  them  at 
least a foot and a half apart and 
then they have room and do not 
get  caught  up  on  any  other 
stems  or  leaves.  The  evening 
was  full  of  such  useful  tips 
especially  for  growing  long 
rooted  veg  like  carrots  and 
parsnips,  we  also  received 
advice on soils and compost.  A 
thoroughly informative evening.
The  next  meeting  will  be  the 
AGM on 11th  November  in  the 
Methodist Hall beginning at 8.00 
p.m.  Also  a  reminder  of  our 
Christmas  Social  that  will  be 
held in St.Elizabeth’s Hall on 9th 
December when we hope to see 
many  of  our  members.                                           
Liz Smurthwaite
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH HALL 
CHURCH STREET. 

——————————————- 
“Flicks In The Sticks” 

7.30 Saturday November 9th 
featuring 

‘THE FAVOURITE’ 
Yorgos Lanthimos’s award winning production set in 

the early 18th century. Olivia Colman won the Academy 
Award for Best Actress.  

Tickets £4.00  -  Licensed Bar 
———————————————— 

To book the hall call Gabby 01299 271713 or Jan 01299 271070 
———————————————————- 

THE TOWN’S BEST VALUE VENUE
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Mary’s Page - A Message from the Land of Lost Content

The  kitchen  cupboards  need 
sorting out. The grotty ones near 
floor level with all the cleaning 
things and such stuff.  So, I have 
gone  off  to  Inertia.  This  is  a 
strange  land.  An  in-between 
place. A kind of no-man’s land.  
I  am  never  quite  sure  how  I 
travel here. I just seem to arrive 
from  time  to  time.  Whilst  a 
familiar  place,  it  hardly 
generates the buzz of arriving in 
a traditional holiday destination.  
There  is  no  delightful  liminal 
scape  of  sand,  sea  and  sky  or 
promise of anything else for that 
matter.   Neither  is  it  a 
particularly  uncomfortable 
place.   If  one  can  junk  the 
niggling  conscience,  it  is  a  bit 
like  suspended  animation.   In 
Inertia, it’s not that you want to 
do  nothing.  It  is  not  complete 
paralysis.  Motivation  does  not 
completely  disappear.  I  just 
don’t  want  to  do  what  needs 
doing.  Neither  is  it  that  I  have 
something  more  glamorous  in 
mind. Nor am I facing anything 
particularly  challenging  to 
explain  such torpor.  No excuse 
for debunking to Inertia. In the 
scale  of  things,  this  is  totally 
unimportant.   No  tombstone 
ever  read:  ‘She  kept  lovely 
kitchen  cupboards’.   I  could 
remind myself  how lucky I  am 
to have kitchen cupboards. This 
whining  is  vexing,  I  could  be 
having to fetch and carry water 

for  miles.  If  it  were  different 
cupboards I might at least tempt 
myself with the dopamine rush 
that  could  come  from  doing  a 
Marie  Kondo.  The  contents  of 
these  kitchen cupboards hardly 
“spark joy” but neither are they 
likely to contain much that can 
be jettisoned with flourish. 
 Fortunately,  such  lassitude 
seems to rear its head only when 
some  menial  task  comes 
looming. When in Inertia,  I  am 
minded to do all sorts of things, 
anything in fact bar that which 
is calling for attention. Problem 
is Inertia is no fun because of the 
constant drumming at the back 
of the head to remind me why I 
am  here.  In  Inertia  there  is  no 
proper  peace.  So  what  am  I 
doing here and why don’t I just 
bite  the  bullet  and  get  the 
blessed  cupboard  sorted?  
M o t h e r  w o u l d  s a y : 
“Procrastination  is  the  thief  of 
time.” But I’m not whiling away 
time thinking I’ve got something 
else  more  pressing.  Our 
daughter  would  say:  “Just  do 
it.” Mmm….
   Ironically,  when  faced  with 
something  significant  and 
perhaps slightly daunting, some 
meaty  assignment,  guess  who 
has  the  cleanest  cupboards  in 
the kingdom. No clearing off to 
Inertia  when  anything  major 
requires  tackling.  Suddenly, 
sticking  my  head  in  the 

cupboards  is  eminently 
appealing.  Just  where  I  have 
always  wanted  to  be.  Inertia? 
Where?  And  the  vigour,  the 
energy  that  now  goes  into 
wiping,  discarding,  arranging.  
How  daft  is  this?  Can  anyone 
explain  this  bizarre  human 
behaviour? Well,  a psychologist 
once  told  me  that  this  has  the 
fancy  title  of  Displacement 
Activity.  Sounds  good  put  like 
that and it is so nice to excel at 
something.  Displacement 
activity can be hugely satisfying 
and  there  is  such  a  sense  of 
achievement  to  be  found  in 
admiring the outstanding results 
of Displacement Activity.  Faced 
with  a  sizeable  task  of  some 
duration,  I  can  really  rock  the 
displacement.  
   Perhaps  I  might  cure  these 
woes  if  I  started breathing.  No 
jest, I read that breathing is the 
new panacea. How did I get to 
my  ripe  old  age  missing  this 
little  gem  of  wisdom?  What  I 
might  have  achieved  if  only 
breathing  had  been  brought  to 
my  attention  earlier!   
Apparently,  breathing  is 
transformative.  Simple  then.  A 
few inhalations and excelsior. 
One  thing  for  certain.   It  is 
highly unlikely that  I  will  ever 
earn  the  soubriquet  of 
“influencer.”  
Mary
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

Our Mason is an accredited member of the British Register of Memorial Masons with a City & Guilds 
Qualification in Memorial Masonry. He is also a BRAMM licensed memorial fitter. 

 

MARK WILLIAMS FIPW & LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW 
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS 

“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  
and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 

 

Wills or Lasting Powers of Attorney from £95, Free Will Reviews,  
Also: Probate Support, Care Home Fee Avoidance  

& Big Savings on Funeral Plans 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

 

T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887    
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk   W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 
Members of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....
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The Clarion Jobs Page                             

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    

LEARN TO BE AN UPHOLSTERER 
A young family business with a growing reputation, newly established on the Old Town 

Station Business Park on the Bridgnorth Road, has a vacancy for a young person to 
train as an upholsterer. Our trade is mainly with the automotive industry, but we also 

cater for private and the restaurant and public house trades. 
Thorough training given in a friendly but busy working environment. 

Apply to Pete Saunders at Everything Interior Upholstery on  
07961 712 683  or  wegleam4u@gmail.com
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CLS ART 
Learn to draw and paint with Chris Smith, an established local artist who’s work can be seen on 
the walls of Everafter Nursery and Hobsons’ Brewery.  To book please call 07977296335 or email 
clsartcontact@gmail.com

Are you looking for a different Christmas gift?  Gift Vouchers are available redeemable against 
future classes. You can also purchase gift sets for getting started with art, ranging from £25-£60, 
they come gift wrapped and delivered in time for Christmas. Contact Chris for further details.

Saturday 5th October 2019

1-4pm
£20

Landscapes in Pastels Community Hub Hall, Barkers Lane, 
Cleobury Mortimer

Saturday 2nd November 2019
1-4pm
£20

Portraits in Pastels Community Hub Hall, Barkers Lane, 
Cleobury Mortimer

Wednesday 13th November 
2019
10am-1pm 
£30

Beginner’s Murals Maycroft, Barkers Lane, Cleobury 
Mortimer

Thursday 14th November 2019
10am-1pm
£30

Murals – Building your 
skills

Maycroft, Barkers Lane, Cleobury 
Mortimer

Wednesday 15th January 2020
10am-1pm
£30

Beginner’s Murals Maycroft, Barkers Lane, Cleobury 
Mortimer

Thursday 16th January 2020
10am-1pm
£30

Murals – Building your 
skills

Maycroft, Barkers Lane, Cleobury 
Mortimer

Saturday 25th January 2020
1-4pm
£20

Drawing and painting 
trees (mixed media)

Community Hub Hall, Barkers Lane, 
Cleobury Mortimer

Sunday
 2nd February 2020
1-4pm
£20

Beginner’s Drawing 
and Pastels

Community Hub Hall, Barkers Lane, 
Cleobury Mortimer

Wednesday 26th February 
2020
10am-1pm
£30

Beginner’s Murals Maycroft, Barkers Lane, Cleobury 
Mortimer

Thursday 27th February 2020
10am-1pm
£30

Murals – Building your 
skills

Maycroft, Barkers Lane, Cleobury 
Mortimer
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLEOBURY VISITS 
THE BBC

Big  thanks  are  due  to  Diane 
Waddington,  who  arranged  a 
tour of the BBC’s Midlands base 
at  The  Mailbox  in  central 
Birmingham.  Sensible  people 
caught  a  train  from 
Kidderminster  and  had  just  a 
short  walk  from  New  Street 
station.  The  editor  knowing 
Brum best from his days as a rep 
opted for the car and drove in on 
the  A38,  following  the  clear 
signs  and  parking  in  the 
basement of the building. 
   We were greeted by Fay and 
Sue, two guides who also cover 
other  jobs  in  this,  the  Beeb’s 
Midlands centre for both TV and 
radio.  There’s  a  strong  Archers 
presence, no surprise when you 
learn that the oldest radio serial 
in the world has been produced 
in Brum for its 70 years. 
   We walked through both radio 
and TV studios, with much time 
given  to  the  details  of  sound 
effects used in The Archers, who 
have a fan base that keeps them 
on their toes.

On this board is every doorbell used 
in The Archers broadcasts. Get one 

wrong and the letters and phone 
calls start. The old box beyond is for 
the genuine sound of a glass being 

put down on the pub bar.

   It was impressive to hear how 
popular  BBC  TV  programmes 
are  shown  abroad,  with  a 
worldwide  market  for  locally 
produced  game  shows  and 
dramas.  I  know  from  personal 
experience  how  much  some 
Chinese  love  The  Great  British 
Bake-Off, though that’s longer a 
BBC production. They are a very 
e f f e c t i v e  c o m m e r c i a l 
organisation  when  it  comes  to 
selling their skills.
   They have a special room with 
no echo,  its  walls  dressed with 
triangular  shapes  in  plastic 
foam; apparently it’s recognised 
as a world leader. With no echo 
you  can  get  the  effect  of 
someone walking away as they 
talk or screaming as they fall. In 
one  episode  (excuse  this  non-
listener not knowing which one) 
Nigel  fell  from  a  tower  and 
listeners timed his fading scream 
and  complained  that  he’d  had 
time  to  fall  from  a  skyscraper. 
Sue  illustrated this  by  giving a 
mild scream and walking away, 
her  voice  fading  fast  with  no 
echo to sustain the sound. They 
do  have  to  do  everything 
thoroughly  with  such  an 
attentive  and  keen  eared 
audience.
   To  get  the  tour  party  in  the 
mood,  Fay  and  Sue  took 
volunteers to either read scripts 
or  operate  sound  effects  as  a 
brief  Archers  episode  was 
recorded and will be sent out to 
all who left their emails. Russell  
Knapper  from  the  Footpath 
Association  did  a  good  Joe 
Grundy,  Jenny  Vanderhook 
showed  her  Cleobury  Players 
experience  and  John  Rhymer 
came  over  well  as  a  civilised 
chap.  The  others  were  not 
members of the Cleobury party 
and  we  didn’t  get  any  names. 

But  it  was  a  jolly  time  that 
certainly got people relaxed.

Facing up to the microphone as 
others provided sound effects. A big 

round of applause at the end.
   The  big  hit  TV  programme 
from  this  station  is  currently 
Peaky Blinders and the corridors 
carried  lots  of  pictures  as  we 
walked  down  to  the  studio 
where the news broadcasts come 
from. Amazingly small for what 
looks like a big spread on screen, 
but clever camera work can give 
whatever  impression  the 
producer  chooses.  In  the 
neighbouring  newsroom  were 
lots of busy people getting news 
stories  in,  with  Nick  Owen  on 
duty  and  helping  prepare  the 
evening  programme.  He  took 
time  to  come  and  talk,  asking 
where  we  were  from  and 
chatting in the same gentle way 
we see  on screen.  A very good 
ambassador for Auntie Beeb.
   Our visit over, one and a half 
hours that  passed very quickly, 
those  who’d  arrived  by  train 
headed  for  a  place  to  take  tea 
and chat,  while  the  car  drivers 
found  the  basement  and  paid 
up. I  guest £7.50 for two hours 
secure  parking  in  Britain’s 
Second City is good value today, 
but it makes you grateful for our 
own free facility. 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

Gordon’s Motoring School 

Specialist Joinery

01299
270626www.gcartersmartjoinery.com

Built in Wardrobes
Double Glazed Wooden Windows
Staircases

Qualified tradesmen, fully insured                       
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BRITISH DEER
Clee  Hill  Community  Wildlife 
Group laid on another of their 
very  informative  evenings  last 
month.  Alan  Barrell,  local 
representative  for  the  British 
Deer  Group,  talked  about  the 
six  species  of  deer  commonly 
found in Great Britain.
   The  Red  Deer,  rare  in  this 
area,  is  one  of  the  longest 
established  species,  with 
evidence of their existence here 
back to the Stone Age. They are 
the biggest deer in the UK.
   They rut in the late autumn, 
through until  early November, 
and the hind gives birth, cleans 
and feeds the fawn, then walks 
away.  Because  the  hind  gives 
off  a  scent  and the fawn does 
not;  a predator will  follow the 
mother and not the new born. 
She  returns  to  her  fawn  at 
intervals to feed it, then moves 
away again.  Alan warned that 
if you find what seems to be an 
abandoned fawn, move on and 
do not disturb.
   The  adult  males  shed  their 
antlers  every  year  and  grow 
another set within four months.
   The  Sika  is  another  large 
species, imported to the UK in 
the late 19th century; they will 
interbreed  with  the  red  deer. 
The  Sika  is  dark  grey  in  the 

winter and develops a spotted 
chestnut colour coat in summer. 
They  like  woodland  shade 
more than open moorland and 
can be difficult to find.

The Fallow Deer - the most 
common species in Britain.

   The most common variety in 
this  area,  they can be seen on 
Catherton Common and in the 
Wyre  and  Mortimer  Forests. 
They  may  have  been 
introduced  here  by  the 
Romans;  by  Norman  times 
there  were  established  herds. 
The colour  of  the  does  ranges 
from near white to black.
   Much smaller is the roe deer, 
another long established native
that  is  a  very  common  sight. 
They  are  territorial  and  mark 
their  claimed  area  with  scent. 
The highland does will produce 
one  or  no  births  a  year, 
depending upon their  diet.  By 
contrast, lowland does will give 

birth to one or occasionally two 
fawns  because  their  diet  is 
more consistent.
   The Muntjac, common in this 
area, is an Asian species, about 
the size of a spaniel, noted for 
its sharp teeth and tendency to 
bark.  They  breed  all  year 
round,  with  a  seven  month 
cycle,  so  the  herd  spreads 
quickly. They are known to eat 
bramble.
   The Chinese Water Deer is a 
very  old  species,  small  in 
stature with no horns,  but  the 
males  have  sharp  tusks.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  UK 
population is about 20 percent 
of the world’s survivors. 
   Deer  eat  vegetables,  which 
can  upset  both  farmers  and 
foresters  when  a  herd  strips 
bark  off  lower  tree  trunks.  As 
they have grown in number, so 
the  problems  arise:  there  are 
about  70,000  deer/vehicle 
collisions a year. It makes sense 
for us to drive more slowly in 
the  September  to  early 
November rutting time; if  you 
are  unlucky  enough  to  hit  an 
animal, you should report it to 
the police, who can then advise 
local  gamekeepers.  The British 
Deer  Group  do  recognise  the 
need to manage the population 
of  these  gentle,  beautiful 
animals properly.
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Excellence in  
education since 1620 

We’ve been unlocking the potential of children for nearly 
400 years. We offer the best opportunity to boys and girls 
from three months to 16 years old. 

To book a tour or find out more, call our  
Admissions Secretary on 01562 850204.

Places available.

/HeathfieldKnollSchool

@heathfieldknoll

/heathfieldknollschool
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We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price.
Decking
Patios
Brickwork

Driveways
Fences
Outdoor furniture

FALCO HEATING 
The Solid Fuel Specialists


GARY HARDING - HETAS 
registered 

Old Hall Farm 
Clows Top, Worcs. DY14 9HE 

T: 01299 832030 
M: 07896 685 947 

FalcoHeating@gmail.com 

01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

People of Cleobury, can you help us again 
by gifting us more teddies and soft toys.
We are mounting a big push this Autumn, 
so we need your help.
With your help we have sent soft toys to 
deprived children all over the world, and 
even sent them to less fortunate children in 
the UK. Please help by dropping your 
treasured soft toys off at the Market Hall in
Cleobury.                           Keith Balmer
balmeruk@gmail.com   07976207889     
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

BREAKFAST CLUB
The  Club  met  at  Lacon  Childe 
School in October to hear Eddy 
Sayers tell about his work on the 
Elan Valley Aqueduct.
   Most people, iwould be hard 
pressed  to  name  any  civil 
engineer.  This  does  great 
injustice to them, one of whom 
was  James  Mansergh,  designer 
of  the  Elan  Valley  Scheme, 
which  supplies  Birmingham 
with  about  80  million  gallons 
daily (360 million litres).
   Eddy described the aqueduct 
as a masterpiece. 73 miles long,  
it  has  supplied  water  to 
Birmingham  since  1904, 
achieved without the use of any 
power except gravity. 
  The aqueduct is underground 
for  most  of  its  length  and  is 
rarely  noticed,  yet  it  passes 
through our parish, crossing the 
Rea  upstream  of  Walford’s 
Bridge by what was the longest 
unsupported  steel  pipe  yet 
made. Driving to Cleobury from 
Ludlow  you  may  notice  small 
isolated  red  brick  buildings  in 
the fields.  Eddy explained they 
are  valve  houses,  built  at  the 
junction  between  two  sections. 
Pipes  can  burst,  so  the  valve 
houses  contain  an  ingenious 
mechanism  which,  sensing  the 
increase  of  flow  occasioned  by 

the  burst,  automatically  closes 
off that section of pipe.
   Eddy’s  admiration  for  the 
engineering  shone  through,  as 
did his intimate knowledge. Not 
surprising,  as  he  was  Works 
Controller  responsible  for  the 
whole aqueduct for 17 years.
  The  Club  next  meets  on 
November 12th at Lacon Childe 
School  when  Vicky  will   be 
speaking.  Contact  Angela 
Drennan  (CM  270636)  to  book 
places.               Mark Baldwin

THE FOOTPATH 
ASSOCIATION

Our Parish Walk this month is a 
little  different  –  we  will  start 
from the Golf Club Car Park at 
10.00 on November 3rd for about 
a  five  mile  walk.  As  we  have 
had more than our share of rain 
recently, do make sure you have 
stout shoes or walking boots on.
We  are  nearly  at  the  end  of 
another  year,  keeping  our 
footpaths  in  a  good  state  to 
walk.  We have two more work 
parties  on  November  6th  and 
December  4th,  then  we  take  a 
break until March. 
   This year the work has mainly 
been making stiles easier to get 
over  by  replacing  rotten  stile 
steps.  The  weather  over  the 
summer has made it a continual 

battle  to  keep  paths  clear, 
especially of bramble, which has 
been  rampant.  Our  small  team 
of  eight  have  put  in  over  120 
hours  of  clearance  this  year. 
Many  of  our  footpaths  would 
have  become  impassable 
without that effort.
   If you come across problems in 
or  around  Cleobury,  please 
c o n t a c t  u s  a t 
footpaths@cmfa.co.uk
   If  you  are  interested  in  our 
work or would like to join, why 
not come to our next Members’ 
Meeting in  the  Market  Hall  on 
November 15th at 7.30 pm – you 
will get a warm welcome.
Graham Simpson

THANK YOU
The  Cleobury  Mortimer 
Macmillan  fundraising  group 
would  like  to  thank  everyone 
who  supported  the  World’s 
Biggest  Coffee  Morning  in  any 
way.  We  raised  £590-80,  which 
was a wonderful amount. Thank 
you  to  everyone  who  has 
supported us over the years.
Sue Henderson

SILLY BIT 
“I was very relieved when the child was 
born at Chelsea and Wstminster hospital. 
I had thought he would be born in a 
manger.” 
Leo Abse on the birth of Tony and Cherie 
Blair’s son, also called Leo.
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e guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles.

UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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Opening hours:
8.30am 11am 

& 4pm 6pm
Closed to drop offs & 
collections on Sunday 

mornings 

Hopton Bank, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 0QF call:01584 890327or mobile: 07989 741258
   email: wild.meadow.kennels@gmail.com

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

QUALITY SHINES 
THROUGH

It  was  a  brave  venture,  staging 
an evening of  quality  food and 
local musical talent to launch the 
first of special events at Hopton 
Wafers village hall. The place has 
been refurbished thanks to three 
trustees  and  was  looking  very 
smart  for  the  ticket-only  gig  in 
October.
   The featured entertainers were 
Hopton resident John Watkins, a 
professional guitarist  with quite 
a  list  of  star  names  on  his  CV, 
and  Rachel  Abbotts,  another 
professional  with an impressive 
vocal  range from ballads to the 
jazzy  blues  style  of  Amy 
Whitehouse’s ‘Back to Black’.
   The  tickets  promised  a  Five 
Star Buffet to add to the appeal 
and the place was fully booked 
when  we  sat  back  to  listen. 
Rachel hit the right note from the 
start with John Mayer’s version 
of ‘Free Fallin’,  but the promise 
of her voice was rather lost in the 
din of an audience still greeting 
and exchanging news and views. 
John’s accomplished guitar work 
also justified careful attention as 
the  first  set  worked  through, 
with Rachel’s rendition of ‘Who 
Knows  Where  the  Time  Goes?’ 
recalling the great Sandy Denny.

   There was a break for the first 
course of the buffet, with chef for 
the  evening  Robert  Hodge 
amongst  those  serving;  is  there 
no  limit  to  the  range  of  this 
man’s  talents?  Chicken  in  a 
really  tasty  sauce  went  down 
well with diced salad and sweet 
potatoes,  plus  whatever  extras 
you wanted. This was far better 
catering than guests  at  a  £10-a-
head  village  hall  event  would 
normally  expect.  In  the  corner, 
the  bar  was  busy  with  wines, 
beers  and  ciders  selling  well, 
plus  J2Os  and  other  non-
alcoholic drinks for the drivers.
   The second music set met with 
less  noise  as  people  recognised 
familiar songs like Carole King’s 
‘Will  You  Still  Love  Me 
Tomorrow?“  and  Bruce 
Springsteen’s  ‘Dancing  In  the 
Dark’ that got their feet tapping 
and  shoulders  moving  in  time. 
The applause for each song grew 
stronger as the duo’s talent won 
more careful listening.
   Another  break  in  the  music 
made way for the sweet course, 
laid  out  on  the  buffet  tables  to 
tempt the palate. The lemon tart 
looked too good to miss and was 
disappearing fast  as  I  managed 
to  get  a  slice  and  decline  the 
sauce  in  order  to  savour  the 
flavour  better.  Another  good 
range from Mr Hodge.

  The  mood  was  happy  and 
relaxed as the final music session 
got  under  way  with  Fleetwood 
Mac’s ‘Rhiannon’, followed by a 
selection  that  included ‘Back  to 
Black’  and ‘Proud Mary’  as  the 
final  bottles  were  opened  and 
two  ladies  danced  gracefully 
towards  the  evening’s  climax.  I 
counted  three  encores  before 
Rachel and John finally switched 
off  the  mics  and  we  began  to 
drift  home.  The  audience  had 
really  warmed  to  the 
entertainment and long applause 
for  everyone  involved  in  the 
organisation  suggested  that 
there will be more like this.
   So  the  evening  progressed 
from  a  gentle  start  to  warm 
applause and requests for more.
Yes please.
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire 
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mor mer for 17 years

17 High Street, Cleobury MorƟmer
6 11pm 6 Days a Week

Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 
wide range to suit all tastes.

Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm
9.00pm.

As much as you can eat for just 
£9.95 a head.

Free home delivery up to 5miles
ReservaƟƟons:01299 270419

6/7 Church Street, Cleobury MorƟmer
‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 

suit all pockets’
Top Value dining. 

Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95.

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00 11.00pm 
ReservaƟons: 01299 271485

57 High Street, Cleobury MorƟmer
6 11pm Wednesday– Sunday

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers. 

Monday– Tuesday 
collect Takeaways from

 Spice Empire:
Tel: 01299 270419

Free home delivery up to 5miles. 
Orders: 01299 271604

Bayton Church of England Primary School 
 

 - Be the best you can be, as a child of God -  

                       
Rated “Outstanding” in our latest SIAMs inspection (March 2018)

– – – – – – – –
 

“We offer an alternative and unique Primary 

come and visit us.”

–
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SAINT ELIZABETH’S 
CHURCH

As  the  nights  are  drawing  in, 
thoughts  in  November  are  of 
Harvest Festival and All Saints 
Day. St Elizabeth’s is part of the 
group  helping  to  organise  a 
new  foodbank  in  Cleobury 
Mortimer  based  at  the  Market 
Hall. The items donated to our 
Harvest  Festival  have  been 
given to the Food Bank, which 
will be open from 10:00am until 
12 noon every Friday. All Saints 
Day is dedicated to saints who 
do  not  have  a  special  day  for 
themselves,  and  is  a  time  for 
everyone  to  reflect  upon  their 
own  life  and  hopeful  destiny 
towards the ideal of sainthood.  
We  celebrate  this  year  the 
Canonisation  in  Rome  of  a 
nineteenth  century  local  man, 
John Henry Newman.
   On 10th October St Elizabeth’s 
hosted a Deanery meeting with 
10 priests travelling from many 
parts  of  the  diocese  to  discuss 
Church matters. This was very 
productive  and  all  who  came 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  St 
Elizabeth’s throughout the day.
   The Stations of the Cross in 
the nave of St Elizabeth’s have 
all been cleaned and retouched 
with  paint,  and  looking  very 
much the better for it.
   We have to say farewell to our 
organist  Judy  Reid.  She  is 
leaving us to return to Norfolk, 
and we had a Mass followed by 
a  get-together  with  food  and 
drinks  in  the  Church  Hall  to 
mark  the  occasion.  Judy  has 
contributed  so  much  over  the 
years, much more than playing 
the  organ  at  every  Mass,  and 
we are so grateful that she has 
been with us!
      Parishioners  from  St 
Elizabeth’s  joined  other 

churches  on  1st  October  for  a 
day  of  pilgrimage  to  Belmont 
Abbey,  and enjoyed the  music 
and  wisdom  of  the  monks 
there.  This was to take part in 
the  celebration  of  the  700th 
anniversary of the canonisation 
of  St  Thomas  Cantilupe,  also 
known  as  St  Thomas  of 
Hereford.  St  Thomas  was 
canonised in 1320 and his relics 
are  in  Hereford Cathedral  and 
Belmont Abbey.  
   If  you  wish  to  contact  us 
please ring 07814929788.
   Paul Flowers.

BEAVERS 
CRAFTEROON

There’s a fancy title for a start. 
What can that be all about?
   The  1st  Cleobury  Mortimer 
Scout  group  are  holding  a 
children’s  Crafternoon  on 
November 23rd, 2.00 to 4.00 at 
the Cleobury Scout Hut, to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
looking after our mental health.
   The cost of the crafternoon is 
£3 per child and proceeds will be 
donated  to  the  mental  health 
charity MIND.
   Please bring your little ones to 
enjoy  some arts  and  crafts  and 
raise  money  for  a  great  cause 
(you  will  need  to  stay  to 
supervise  your  children  for  the 
event).  Drinks  will  be  available 
as  well  as  a  bake  sale  to  raise 
money for our Scout group.
   Any questions, please contact 
cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

THE CREATIVE 
WRITING GROUP

A small but select group met in 
October,  to  see  what  ideas  the 
word ‘climbing’ had inspired. 
   Gill faced the challenge first, 
with a character escaping from 
a  castle  by  climbing,  but 
stepping  into  the  real  world 

from  a  game  just  as  danger 
threatened.  A  novel  approach 
that had us puzzled at first.
   Doris  had  listed  the  many 
applications  of  the  word,  once 
more showing the ambiguity of 
the  English  language,  while 
Eddie  had  a  climber 
discovering a faller and calling 
in the air  ambulance to rescue 
the man, whose birthday it was. 
   Vicky and pupil Willow had 
two  options  to  offer.  Willow 
had a poem of thanks for Alfie 
the  Bean  from  the  nursery, 
while  Vicky  gave  details  of 
Willow’s diary at The Hub. Jim 
rounded  off  with  a  range  of 
climbing  we  can  all  face, 
concluding  that  those  in 
younger  years  were  much  the 
nicer.
   The group meets on Monday 
the  11th  this  month,  in  the 
library as usual. Until then, we 
will  be puzzling what story to 
build around ‘birthday’.

DON’T WASTE THAT 
EXTRA HOUR

With the changing of the clocks 
in October, we gained an extra 
hour  of  sleep.  And  Breast 
Cancer  Haven  are  suggesting 
that you shouldn’t waste such a 
precious  prize,  but  we  should 
donate  one  hour’s  worth  of 
salary to  help them with their 
work  of  supporting  those 
affected by breast cancer. 
   Contact  them  on 
marketing@breastcancerhaven.
org.uk

SILLY BITS 
“I’ve never really wanted to go to 
Japan, simply because I don’t like 
eating fish. And I know that’s very 
popular out there in Africa.” 
Britney Spears 
“For those of you watching without 
television sets, live commentary is 
on Radio 2”             David Coleman 
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The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk
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Letter from Westminster                                                 Philip Dunne MP

Last month Extinction Rebellion protestors attempted 
to shut down parts of  the capital  due to perceived 
inaction  from  the  government  around  climate 
change. As a believer in preserving our environment 
and member of the Environmental Audit Committee, 
I have been examining what the government is doing 
and what more it can do to tackle climate change.
   I  was  helped  by  new  figures,  showing  in  July, 
August  and  September,  the  UK  generated  more 
energy from renewable sources than from fossil fuels. 
This is the first quarter where renewables outpaced 
fossil fuels since the UK’s first electricity generating 
station opened in 1882. This shows the rate of change 
in  this  country through technology.  Our  renewable 
capacity has quadrupled since 2010 and the UK has 
the  largest  offshore  wind  capacity  in  the  world 
thanks to our investment in this crucial technology – 
soon to be boosted from the next round of auctions to 
establish new off shore wind farms. The latest round 
will deliver clean electricity developed at effectively 
zero subsidy, as the cost of wind power comes down.
   Since 2010, the UK has been the most successful 
major  economy  at  reducing  CO2  emissions:  50% 
more than any other G20 country. But there is much 
more we can achieve.

   I am keen to play my part, and spoke last month in 
a  Commons  debate  on  net  zero  emissions  in  the 
House of Commons. I have met NFU members here 
in Shropshire, to learn what more the farming sector 
intends  to  do  to  combat  greenhouse  gas  emissions 
and  increase  carbon  capture  and  storage  through 
changing land use,  while  retaining a  viable  British 
farming industry. The NFU have endorsed a plan to 
ensure farming reaches net zero by 2040, which as a 
farmer, I support.

   Technology and productivity will play a key role. 
UK dairy cattle numbers are now around one million, 
down from two million 20 years ago, yet producing 
30% more milk yield. So greater productivity, from 
fewer cattle, but also reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions.
   The UN estimate there are 278 million dairy cattle 

worldwide. If they were all as productive as the UK, 
it would take only 70 million cows to produce the 
same amount of milk. So agritech can make a huge 
difference – with specialist feed additions reducing 
methane emissions, or precision fertilisers that 
increase yields with fewer chemicals.
   In showing we can reduce emissions while feeding 

the growing global population and growing our 
economy we can show where the battle against 
climate change needs to be won, that clean growth is 
possible. Leading by example is also why the UK 
committed, as one of Boris Johnson’s first acts as PM, 
to double to £11.6bn the UK’s contribution to the 
International Climate Fund.

 I have been engaging with local groups concerned 
about  climate  change,  and  later  this  month  am 
helping organise a public meeting on Climate Crisis – 

Time is Now. This event will be on November 28th at 
Craven  Arms  Community  Centre  from  6.00  to 
9.00pm, and I encourage people to register to attend, 
(details  of  which  will  be  available  on  my  website 
www.philipdunne.com near the time) to learn more 
about  climate  change,  to  raise  your  concerns  and 
discuss  how you can get  involved in helping your 
local community make a difference.

Philip Dunne

 



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201930

–



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201931

Manufacturers and Installers of  Bespoke Hardwood Orangeries,   
Conservatories, Windows and Doors.  

www.atriumhereford.co.uk 

The Old Foundry, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3DA         Tel 01544 231769

sales@atriumhereford.co.uk 
HARDWOOD
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Clarion Clippings  -  More of Cyril’s fascinating memories

CLEE HILL TO CLEOBURY
“Driver,  do  you  know  how  many  passengers 
you’ve  got  on  board?”  I  must  admit  I  hadn’t 
counted. Seeing them crammed on to the wooden 
slatted seats like sardines, I realised it was far too 
many. “One hundred and one! I’ve counted them 
as they got off.” That didn’t surprise me as every 
time we went around a corner, the tyres met the 
underside  of  the  wheel  arches  making  quite  a 
noise. The bus conductor stood on the bottom step 
clutching the two handles that helped passengers 
mount the bus steps,  taking the fares  as  people 
got  off.  This  was  the  last  bus  from  Ludlow  to 
Kidderminster on a Bank holiday in 1945. It was 
full  of  day  trippers  and  workers  going  home.  
How could I have left  any of them behind? My 
bosses at the time were Fred and Reg Edwards of 
Hopton Bank who later sold out to Reg Charles of 
Cleobury  whom  I  am  sure  some  of  you  will 
remember.  We  were  based  in  Lion  Lane  where 
Reg  kept  his  garage  and  coaches.  It  is  now 
Gallagher’s Pet Foods.  
   My driving career  was  now in  full  flow,  but 
before I tell you about my driving adventures, in a 
later  edition  of  the  Clarion,  I  would  like  to 
reminisce  and tell  you about  some of  the  other 
jobs  I  undertook  in  my younger  years.  Being  a 
Clee  Hill  lad  you  would  have  thought  that  I 
would  have  worked  in  the  pits  or  quarry,  but 
having  been  kicked  in  the  leg  whilst  playing 
football,  I  developed Osteomyelitis-  an infection 
of the bone.  Consequently, I had to spend a lot of 
time  in  hospital  having  the  bone  scraped.  This 
meant that I was unable to go to school in Farlow 
for two years.
   I didn’t let my leg get in the way but physically I 
wasn’t up to working in the mine. My first job at 
fourteen years of age in 1938 was at a bakers in 
Oreton. I was paid six shillings a week for a six 

and a half day week. I lived on the premises and 
was allowed home on Sunday mornings,  taking 
my washing with me. I had to return that evening.  
Each day started at 7am. By the time baking had 
finished  and  all  the  deliveries  to  local  villages 
made, I usually got back at anywhere between 8 
to 10 o’clock in the evening. I stood this for one 
year  before  my  granny  got  me  a  job  at  Bill 
Pound’s,  now  Banbury  Windows,  in  the  Far 
Forest.  We made wooden Look Out posts  to  be 
erected on the Scottish coast. Everyone knew that 
the war was coming. I was paid twelve and six a 
week.  Ten  shillings  went  to  my granny  for  my 
keep and half a crown into my pocket; this meant 
I  could  go  to  the  pictures  twice  a  week.  
Wonderful! The job lasted until they couldn’t get 
any more timber which was being used for other 
war time projects. I took up a job with my brother 
Edwin in  a  small  holding just  outside  Bewdley.  
Whilst  tending  the  tomatoes  on  September  3rd 
1939, we were all called to the farmhouse where 
we stood outside the opened windows to listen to 
the  wireless.  The  Prime  Minister’s  speech 
announced  that  we  were  now  at  war  with 
Germany.
   By 1940, I was working as a builder’s labourer 
on  a  site  in  Cleobury  constructing,  yes,  you’ve 
probably guessed it, Mullers.  The original factory 
was bombed in London so they moved it to the 
safer environment of rural Shropshire. Two other 
war time projects that I worked on included the 
underground  factory  at  Wolverley  which  was 
used  to  build  Spitfire  engines.  The  other  was 
working as a dumper truck driver at Burlish Cross 
at  Stourport,  building  a  hospital  for  injured 
American soldiers.  Oh!  I  nearly  forgot.  For  you 
folks living in Curdale Close,  I  laboured behind 
the  cement  mixer,  wheelbarrowing  the  solid 
concrete for your foundations.  You might find the 
inscription: “C. B. was here 1941.” 
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KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.

Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549725
169–171 Newtown Road, 
Malvern WR14 1PJ

01684 212361
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549836

Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212428
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212339
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 210530
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549716

• NEW FORD CAR AND VAN SALES
• APPROVED USED CAR AND VAN SALES
• ALL MAKES SERVICING AND MOTS

• PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
• CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS
• CAR AND COMMERCIAL RENTALS

• SELF STORAGE FACILITIES
• MOTABILITY AGENTS

First choice for all your motoring needs

watch | like | tweet  

brookhire.co.uk
hillsford.co.uk

hillscontracts.co.uk
hillsselfstore.co.uk
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   The November Social Calendar                                                                                   Part One

“ ”

“ ”

“ – ”

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
This is a major day in the town’s year, with hundreds of local 
people and visitors lining the main street to watch the parade 
pass on their way to gather at the War Memorial for the quiet 
dignity of the two minutes silence in memory of those fallen 

in conflict, followed by the laying of wreaths by all major bodies 
in the community. The Royal British Legion will lead the parade, 
along with the Cleobury Concert Brass Band and proud citizens  

of all ages and religious and political persuasions, all there to  
simply pay respect to those lost.
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

The November Social Calendar                                                                                Part Two

’
’

’

’

……
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BODEN & SON DELIVERIES  
ESTABLISHED 2013 

DELIVERING FRESH MAWLEY MILK  AND DAILY NEWSPAPERS TO YOUR 
DOORSTEP 

IN CLEOBURY MORTIMER AND CLEE HILL. 
WE ALSO DELIVER FRESH MAWLEY MILK TO OTHER AREAS 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
TEL 01584 891550 

email...n.bowden30@gmail.com 

Training Courses Upcoming 2019:
Fire marshall course 15th October £65.00

Level 2 award in occ. health & safety 17th October £70.00
Portable appliance testing 11th November £200.00

Emergency first aid at work 13,14,15 November £ 190.00 + certs

Emergency first aid at work 19th November £ 73.00
First aid refresher 20th & 21st November £ 140.00 + certs

Level 2 award in food safety 29th November £70.00

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

an altogether friendly bookkeeping experience
rosemary ®

Florist for all occasions, specialising in 
wedding and funeral flowers. 

Finalist for The Matrimony awards 2020,
Wedding florist for Shropshire and Powys.

 
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

ROTARY CLUB NEWS
The  Ludlow  Dog  Day  held  by 
the Club last July in the grounds 
of Stokesay Court attracted over 
3000  people  for  a  great  family 
day,  helping  the  Club  to  raise 
approaching  £20,000  for  the 
many charities that it supports.
   On  November  6th  at  a 
lunchtime gathering at Stokesay 
Court,  the  Club  will  present 
cheques totalling £13000, to the 
main  beneficiaries:  Guide  Dogs 
for  the  Blind,  St  Michael’s 
Hospice  Hereford  and  Hope 
House  for  Children.  We  hope 
representatives  of  sponsors, 
Hatfield  Jaguar,  Ludlow 
Homecare,  Hobson’s  Brewery 
and Teme Vets will be present.
   Early  in  2020  the  Club  will 
make  further  grants  totalling 
£5000  to  a  wide  range  of  local 
charities  and  good  causes 
through  its  ‘Ludlow  Rotary 
Cares’  initiative.  The  Club  has 
also supported the building of a 
school and community centre in 
a  small  town  in  Tanzania  and 
sent funds to recent disasters in 
the Bahamas and East Africa.
   We  have  a  track  record  of 
success  and  now  look  forward 
to  working  for  Dog  Day  2020 
which  will  be  taking  place  on 
19th  July.  We  would  be 
delighted to hear from anyone – 
potential  new  members  and 

sponsors alike – who would like 
to join the team.
Barry Treeves

ST JOHN’S CHURCH,
DODDINGTON

It’s time for our Christmas Fayre 
again. Saturday 23rd November, 
2.30  Doddington  Christmas 
Fayre,  in  the  Village  Hall.  All 
sorts  of  fun:  games  with  great 
prizes, raffle, tombola, cake stall 
and  stalls  with  Christmassy 
items,  including  holly  wreaths, 
homemade  pickles  and 
preserves.  Plus  some  amazing 
branded  gifts  and  children’s 
toys, mostly one of each – when 
they  are  gone,  they  are  gone. 
There will  be refreshments and 
time  to  catch  up  with  your 
friends and meet new ones..  All 
funds raised will go towards our 
project  to  repair  and  improve 
the  church –  and the  plans  for 
that  will  be  on  display.  If  you 
would  like  to  book  a  table  for 
your stall,  contact us by Friday 
1 5 t h  N o v e m b e r  o n 
stjohnsdoddington@gmail.com 
or  on  01584  318036.  And  our 
Carol Service next month will be 
on December  15th,  3.00  o’clock 
in St  John’s Church.  Come and 
join  us,  Hopton  Bank 
Methodists  and  Cleobury 
Country Brass to enjoy singing.

CATHERTON UPDATE
The long summer started early and 
proved  a  great  one  for  all  of  our 
insects which thrived this year. We 
have  also  had  a  good  amount  of 
rain this year, which is important to 
sustain some of the prime habitats 
for insects such as ponds, wetlands 
and  flower  rich  meadows.  The 
Common   was  looking  in  good 
condition when I visited recently; a 
welcome change from last year.
  Volunteers  have  begun  cutting 
birch  on  the  Upper  Marshes  area 
once  again.  A regular  job,  to  stop 
the  heathland  from  becoming 
woodland; the volunteers are doing 
an  excellent  job.  Our  team  of 
monitoring volunteers carried out a 
condition  assessment  of  that  area. 
The survey showed that  it  was  in 
‘Good Condition’. All the work and 
grazing has had noticeable benefits 
with  lots  of  regenerating  heather, 
and a good mix of shrubs.

here is still plenty of catching up 
to  do  with  trees  and  gorse  still 
dominating  many  areas.  Our 
pedestrian  tractor  with  flail 
attachment  has  worked  well, 
combining  with  volunteers  to  cut 
more  of  the  gorse  and  allow  the 
stock to move into more areas.

Catherton  Common  is  a  very 
special  place  and  very  important 
for  our  threatened  wildlife.  Please 
continue  to  keep  dogs  under 
control, take your litter home with 
you  and  please  don’t  tip  your 
garden waste.            Clive Dean
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S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month

STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.
Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For 
Sale

Free Local Delivery
Also Mixed and Softwood 

Available
Tel: 07976 895 267

01584 890 795
K Phillips & Son Groundwork

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

GLEAMING AND 
GROWING

We  Gleam  has  been  another 
local  success  story.  Pete  and 
Katie  working  from  home  at 
their cleaning business with Pete 
building  upholstery  work  as  a 
back-up. All tucked away in the 
Bewdley  countryside  and 
building a good name.
   This year things have changed 
big time, with a move into a unit 
on  the  Old  Town  Station 
Business  Park  to  accommodate 
the  upholstery  and  embroidery 
business.  Pete  has  been  doing 
automotive  work  for  years, 
expanding  into  commercial 
vehicles and adding touches like 
the  embroidery  machines  that 
Katie runs. Then came talks with 
Royal Mail and samples of their 
work  to  refurbish  and  make 
extra covers for van seats for the 
post company’s van fleet. One of 
those ‘maybe it will happen’ jobs 
that a family business dreams of.
Then  came  an  order  for  2,000 
seat covers.
   That many covers when you’re 
working from home was a  real 
test.  “We cleared the room and 
just got on with it,” Pete recalls 
with  a  smile.  “And  my  mate 
cleared his garage and just made 
covers  as  well.”  They  met  the 
order  and  are  established  with 
Royal  Mail.  And  automotive 
work is now about 80 percent of 

the  business,  under  the  new 
name  of  Everything  Interior 
Upholstery.

Pete and Katie with the embroidery 
machine that can put almost any 
drawing or picture onto fabric.

   Pete  admits  he  hadn’t  been 
keen  to  rent  a  workplace,  but 
when  they  saw  the  new  units 
just  behind  the  latest  Kudos 
building he could see life being 
much  easier.  On  September  1st 
they moved into an empty unit 
and  after  getting  professional 
quotes  for  putting  in  an  office 
with  floor  above,  Pete  and  his 
dad bought in materials and did 
the job themselves in three days. 
That’s  typical  Pete  -  rolls  his 
sleeves up and gets on with it.
   They’ve  recruited  people  to 
work  with  them,  Kyle  the 
regular face and Callum coming 
in  the  evenings  because  he 

wants to learn about upholstery 
and this way  he earns on top of 
his  daytime  job.  And  they’re 
looking  to  take  on  a  trainee  to 
learn  the  trade,  probably  a 
school leaver who wants to have  
a  good  training.  The  phone 
number is on the opposite page.
   The  embroidery  work  is 
growing  too,  a  very  clever 
Brother  machine  able  to  copy 
almost anything onto fabric, and 
up to banner size if that’s what 
you  want.  Special  little  items 
like  safety  belt  covers  with  the 
car maker’s logo in the colour of 
your choice.
   The cleaning and upholstery 
work  still  flows  in.  One  recent 
job was the refurbishment of the 
Live  and  Let  Live  interior  at 
Neen  Sollars  -  there’s  another 
local success story. New licensee 
Diane  is  well  pleased:  “I  think 
they’re  great,”  she  told  us.  “So 
supportive  and  helpful  and 
when  Pete  found  it  was  more 
difficult  than  he  thought,  he 
stuck  to  his  price.  Absolutely 
super.”
   The  Everything  Interior 
Upholstery  title  will  be 
a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e i r 
advertisements,  an  associate 
company  of  We  Gleam.  Just 
watch the two brands grow - it’s 
quality at work.

Jim Reynolds
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November in the Wyre Forest                                                       Linda Iles

On a woodland walk recently we followed an 
avenue  through  Shelf  Held  Coppice  towards 
Ruskinland. (As far as I know the origins of the 
name of ‘Shelf Held Coppice’ are lost, but if you 
know  anything  about  that  or  other  colourful 
names for parts of the Wyre Forest please let me 
know).  Cedric  Quayle  has  told  me  that  the 
avenue  was  well-established  by  the  time  his 
uncle  moved  to  Uncllys  in  1914,  and  was 
probably planted by George Baker of Beaucastle 
to link up to a halt on the Tenbury and Bewdley 
Railway (now disused, with no sign of the halt) 
so  it  is  now  about  140  years  old.  Where  it 
survives, the avenue is made up of conifers but 
here  and  there  it  contains  False  Acacia  trees 
(Robinia pseudoacacia) some of which can also be 
seen along the track continuing from the cattle 
grid on Tanners Hill.

This is Robinia pseudoacacia, whose title explains all.
   Cedric remembers that the trees were planted 
to  supply wood for  making rungs for  the  tall 
ladders  used  to  pick  cherries  in  the  local 
orchards.  I  decided  to  find  out  a  little  more 

about this unusual forest introduction and was 
soon  up  to  my  ears  in  fascinating  facts.  The 
tree’s other name is Black Locust. ‘Aha!’ I hear 
some of you say, as locust crops up in American 
literature and, to quote Wikipedia, ‘ As a young 
man, Abraham Lincoln spent much of his time 
splitting rails and fence posts from black locust 
logs’ The specimen at Kew is one of the oldest in 
the gardens, perhaps dating from their original 
establishment  in  1759,  but  it  did  not  become 
widespread  in  this  country  until  the  1820s 
thanks  to  the  commercial  efforts  of  William 
Cobbett,  who  owned  locust  nurseries  in  its 
native  eastern  USA.  He was  convinced of  the 
wonderful properties of its wood, which is hard, 
straight-grained  and  very  resistant  to  rot. 
Cobbett  overestimated  the  strength  of  the 
timber in larger scale sections, where oak is far 
superior, but it is true that it is the closest to a 
tropical timber which can be grown here in the 
UK. Over a million were sold, bringing Cobbett 
a considerable income and leaving specimens in 
parks and gardens all over the country.
   The  Wyre  Forest  trees  will  never  be  cut  to 
make  ladders  but  their  easily-recognisable, 
deeply-ridged trunks hold up a light canopy of 
attractive composite leaves and in June lovely, 
hanging clusters of white flowers decorate and 
perfume the woods. The bark, leaves and wood 
of the tree are poisonous but in some parts of 
the world the flowers are eaten and other parts 
are used in traditional medicines. It makes good 
firewood  and  grows  back  quickly  after  being 
coppiced. I should mention, though, that it can 
spread  by  means  of  suckers  and  become  an 
invasive nuisance.
   Coming back to the present season, the rut of 
the Fallow Deer will soon be over and the forest 
will take on its winter quietness. This is a month 
to  enjoy  the  last  of  the  autumn  leaves  and 

colourful fungi.

Linda Iles
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E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

    
BLAST AWAY

Mobile Shot Soda Sandblasting
Prices from:

Car Wheel sand/blast only £10.00
Motorcycle Frame sand/blast £50 - £80

Classic Car Parts: Calipers £10.00 Rockers 
Covers, Springs, Shocks, Wishbones.

Patio Chair Sand Blast £15.00, Patio Table 
Sand Blast £30.00, Radiators Sand Blast £30.00, 

Oak Beams, Doors, RSJs.
Tel: 07951 329664, 01299 271280

 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Training Courses Upcoming 2019:
Emergency First Aid at Work– 18th September £73.00 
Level 2 Award in Food Safety 26th September £70.00

Level 2 Award in Occupa onal Health & Safety 17th October
£70.00

Fire Marshall Course 15th October £65.00
Portable Appliance Testing 11th November £200.00

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

“Forest schools”

As  I  mentioned  last  month,  a  new  292 
timetable  will  come  into  use  from  4th 
November. The times are largely unchanged 
but the route at both ends of the service will 
be  modified.  At  the  Ludlow end,  the  final 
drop off point at the top of Upper Galdeford 
will also be the starting point for the return 
service as the bus will merely turn round in 
the coach park and pick up opposite Ludlow 
Fish Bar. The service will then return directly 
back to Henley Road and will not pick up in 
Corve  Street.  On  the  trip  back  to 
Kidderminster,  there  will  be  limited  stops 
between  Bewdley  and  Kidderminster.  The 
service  will  then  turn  right  at  the  top  of 
Bewdley  Hill  into  Sutton  Park  Road  and 
travel  to  the  Bus  Station via  the  Worcester 
Road roundabout. It will then return via the 
Swan Centre and the Hospital so if you are 
going to the Hospital, you will need to stay 
on  board for  a  few extra  minutes  but  you 
will  be  getting off  on the  right  side of  the 
road.  It  is  hoped  that  these  changes  will 
provide  some  extra  breathing  space  and 
allow the service to operate more punctually 
in the event of traffic delays or roadworks. 
Copies of the new timetable are available at 
the  Talbot  bus  stops,  Library  and  Market 
Hall.
   The Diamond operated 292S school service 
will  be unchanged and hopefully they will 
have  enough  buses  left  to  operate  it  as 
another  one  caught  fire  recently  near  the 
Wyre Forest visitor Centre. And as we go to 
press,  there  is  news  of  yet  another  one 

smouldering gently near the old Horse and 
Jockey. These were not their only fire related 
problems  as  their  Tividale  depot  was 
targeted by arsonists with around 10 vehicles 
destroyed. Diamond say that this should not 
disrupt services as the vehicles in question 
were awaiting disposal. There is no truth in 
the rumour that West Midlands police want 
to interview 10,000 suspects. Given the state 
of  the  vehicles  they  are  still  running,  I 
wonder what condition they were in (Note 
to WMP: how much were they insured for? - 
Just a thought...)
   Good  News:  The  Chancellor  has 
announced £220 Million of new funding for 
buses. Less good news: £50 Million is to be 
used to provide electric buses for two towns 
and cities. Money will also be spent on low 
fare high frequency services and contactless 
payments to be made available on every city 
bus.  Much  of  the  rest  will  go  on  road 
improvements and the only mention of any 
rural  area  was  a  scheme  in  Cornwall.  I 
wonder  how much will  eventually  find its 
way  to  the  fair  County  of  Shropshire  – 
answers  on  a  (small)  postcard  please.  The 
even less good news: There was no mention 
of  the  fact  that  £182  Million  has  been  cut 
from  bus  support  since  2010  so  this 
announcement  does  little  more  than  put 
back  what  has  been  taken  away...  Still, 
politicians  can't  be  expected  to  burden 
themselves with reality.
Steve Todd

Steve Todd  -  On The Buses
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email  admin@lacon childe.org.uk

the future begins here
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds

TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

November  brings  a  quieter 
month  for  the  band,  with  the 
parade  on  Remembrance 
Sunday followed by the British 
Legion  evening  service  at  Clee 
Hill.
   We have recently welcomed a 
couple more players, who travel 
from Worcester  each  week.  We 
have  players  from all  over  the 
place  to  be  in  our  band: 
Knighton,  Kidderminster, 
Shrewsbury,  Leominster, 
Droitwich  and  our  conductor 
commutes  from  Swansea!  We 
welcome  Colin  Hogg  who  has 
decided to  return from a  short 
break to become our conductor 
again  at  the  beginning  of 
November.
   CMCB has a very good name 
for  being  a  social  and  friendly 
band as well as competing at a 
good  level,  hence  we  attract 
people  from  miles  around.  If 
you  are  a  beginner  or  starting 
up  playing  again,  please 
remember  that  our  door  is 
always  open,  especially  so  for 
our  training  band  group  who 
rehearse  from  6.15pm  on 
Tuesday evenings.
   We  will  be  having  a  major 
music sort before we get out the 
Christmas  season  music 

(currently  70  pieces  in  our 
folders  from  the  summer 
period). We will have some new 
repertoire  to  practice  this  year, 
so  that  brings  me nicely  on  to 
remind  you  to  advance  book 
your  ticket  for  our  annual 
Christmas Concert.  This year it 
will be on December 14th in the 
Parish  Hall.  Tickets  are  £10  to 
include mulled wine and mince 
pies, there will also be a licensed 
bar.  Please  contact  Donna  on 
07791  642214  or  Amanda  on 
01584  891199  or  any  band 
member.
   Our  website  lists  all  contact 
details  www.CMCB.org.uk, 
please also find us on Facebook
Katie Griffiths

CLEOBURY W.I.
WI  fundraising  this  year 
supports  the  Men’s  Shed  and 
invited  their  representatives  to 
our Annual General meeting to 
tell  us  about  their  journey and 
the  progress  made.  An 
illuminating talk, well presented 
by  three  men  who  were 
enthusiastic and committed. The 
town will  have one more asset 
to  help  offer  friendship  and 
combat  loneliness  while 
providing  a  space  for 
woodwork  or  metalwork,  cups 
of  tea  and  a  chat.  The  close 
proximity of Hobson’s Brewery 

for  the  occasional  testing  of  a 
pint or two might be a draw as 
well.  Our  President  steered  us 
through the AGM in a swift and 
elegant fashion. We finished the 
evening  with  supper  and  a 
Beetle  Drive;  even  though  our 
team did  not  win,  we  had the 
best dressed Beetles in the room, 
sporting  bow  ties,  waistcoats, 
and high heels.
  We finished the month with a 
coffee  morning  at  the  Larch 
Barn  and  serving  our  ‘Winter 
Warmer  Lunch’  in  the  Market 
Hall.  We  look  forward  to 
November’s meeting  when Liz 
Smurthwaite  will  demonstrate  
‘ C h r i s t m a s  G r e e n e r y 
Decorations’  and  encourage  us 
to have a go. If you are free on 
November 12th, please come and 
join  in  the  fun  in  the  Market 
Hall. You will be very welcome.
Gabby Franklin

MELVILLE DATES
The Melville  Methodist  Chapel 
at  Oreton  looks  like  having  a 
busy November:
   Wednesday,  13th.  12.30  to 
2.00pm:  Soup  Lunch  in  the 
Chapel.
    Saturday,  23rd.  10.00  to 
12.00noon.  Christmas  Coffee 
Morning with various stalls and 
the  opportunity  to  make  a 
wreath or Christmas decoration.
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CELTIC CHRISTMAS 
STRINGS

Quite  an  intriguing  title  for 
what sounds like a very gentle 
pre Christmas evening at 7.30 in 
Bitterley  Village  Hall  on 
December 7th. 
   It features Chris and Maire on 
harp  and  acoustic  guitar, 
offering  a  range  through  trad 
Irish  music,  swing  jazz  and 
bluegrass,  plus  festive 
favourites.  All  in  what  the 
publicity  material  says  is  their 
characteristic  heart-warming 
style.  Should  be  just  right  for 
putting  you  in  a  friendly, 
relaxed mood.
   Tickets are £10.00 for adults 
and  £5.00  for  children  from 
Ruth  or  Andrew  on  01584 
318047.

THE STROKE GROUP
We continue to meet monthly at 
the Sports and Social Club or on 
occasional trips, where we have 
been supported by a  generous 
grant  from  the  Co-op 
Community  Fund.  In 
September we enjoyed a trip on 
the Droitwich Canal having had 
a successful first trip to the Red 
House  Glass  Cone  in 
Stourbridge.  Eleven  of  us 
boarded Pamela May2, a brand 

new  electric  powered  narrow 
boat  fully  equipped  for 
wheelchair users and enjoyed a 
super  afternoon  including  a 
picnic  made  for  us  by  Sarah 
Wilde.  In October we were off 
to  the  newly  reopened 
Doddington Lodge to visit two 
of our members who are having 
some respite care there.  If  you 
could benefit  from a couple of 

hours  social  contact  after 
having  had  a  stroke  or  you 
would like  to  help,  please  call 
Katja at the Medical Centre.

THE SPORTS AND 
SOCIAL CLUB

The  Rugby  World  Cup 
continues, with the final match 
being  held  on  November  2nd. 
At the time of writing, England 
are  through  to  the  semi-finals 
with a good chance of reaching 
the final. The Club will be open 
early for the match which starts 
at  9.00am, and as for previous 
games,  breakfast  rolls  will  be 
served.  Come  and  enjoy 
watching  a  great  match  with 
fellow rugby fans!
   Also  on  November  2nd, 
Emma  Ward  is  organising  a 
Clothes Swap between 1.00 and 
4.00pm.  Bring  along  your 

unwanted  clothes  to  exchange 
for some new.
   November  9th  sees  CM 
Rugby  Club  play  Linley- 
2.15pm kick-off.
   On  November  16th,  CM 
Volleyball Club will be running 
their  popular  Casino  Night 
starting at 8.00. Tickets are £10 
each including welcome drink, 
canapes  and  gaming  chips. 
Tickets are available from Karen 
07813050414  or  Lyndsey 
07896217190.
   November  23rd  sees  CM 
Rugby  Club  play  Telford 
Hornets- 2.15pm kick-off.
   On November 26th the Stroke 
Support  Group  are  visiting 
Ashwood Nurseries with lunch 
included.  Please  contact  Katja 
Jones  at  the  Medical  Centre  if 
you wish to attend.
   For more information please 
call in at the Club, or contact us 
on  01299  271448  or  via  our 
Facebook Page.
Glenys Turpin

MADGE’S SURGERY
County  Councillor  Madge 
Shineton has a surgery planned 
for  December 7th, from 9.00 to 
11.00am in the Market Hall. No 
appointment  necessary,  you 
may  have  to  sit  and  wait  a 
while.
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 Mrs Grumpy

Still no shortage of dog poo around the place. I 
saw a  dog walker  allowing his  pooch to  chase 
cows the other day. When I pointed out that this 
wasn't a good idea, he said that the dog was 'only 
playing' It's a shame no one told the cows that. 
And lets not forget, dog walkers, farmers have a 
legal  right  to  shoot  dogs  found  worrying 
livestock (and there has been an increase in this 
lately)  so  unless  you  want  to  see  Fido  or 
whatever spread across the landscape after a brief 
interview with Mr 12 Bore, best keep him (or her) 
on a lead when livestock are about. In the New 
Forest, a couple of dog walkers have apparently 
been injured after their animals had aggravated 
the local cattle.  Now, the Verderers Association, 
who administer  the area have asked that  cattle 
owners remove the horns from their beasts. Not 
surprisingly, this request has met with a sprited 
response.  After  all,  why  should  cattle  be 
mutilated just to placate dog walkers?.
   Parking is another of my (many) gripes. There 
is  a  disabled  bay  outside  the  Londis  shop  in 
Cleobury but from what I  have seen, most cars 
parked there don't  display a  disabled badge.  It 
may  come  as  a  shock  to  those  drivers  but 
disabled spots are there for disabled people and 
not  just  those  who are  too  lazy  to  walk  a  few 
yards. It's not that difficult – just put one foot in 
front of the other and repeat until you reach your 
destination. It will help with your fitness as well. 
The same applies to those who go to the gym at 
the leisure centre and drive there although they 
only live a short distance away. Why?
   Who would be a copper today? They have been 
emasculated  by  a  toxic  combination  of  do-
gooders who will complain if they give the crims 
as  much as  a  severe  look coupled with  savage 
funding  cuts.  I  think  the  rot  set  in  when  they 
renamed themselves 'Services' instead of 'Forces'. 
After  all,  they  should  be  out  there  breaking 
heads, not acting as surrogate social workers (not 
that there are many of them left following Chris 
Grayling's  disastrous  privatisation  which  is 

belatedly  being  reversed)  The  editor’s  late  and 
much missed wife worked in this area and all the 
professionals  warned  Grayling  what  would 
happen if his daft scheme went through. It did, 
and lo and behold, the resulting fiasco has done 
untold damage including a substantial increase in 
the  number  of  murders  being  carried  out  by 
those supposedly under supervision.
   Whilst  our  services  suffer  these  cuts,  the 
obscenely  bloated  International  Aid  budget 
continues  to  hose  cash  at  all  kinds  of  daft 
schemes. A recent report by the public accounts 
committee revealed that no one had much idea 
what  had  been  achieved  by  these  projects  as 
value for money was not evaluated(!).  Much of 
the  spending  has  been  delegated  to  different 
departments where there is little transparency as 
to how it has been spent. To make matters worse, 
when we leave the EU, the 10% (£1.4 billion) that 
is  allocated  to  EU  institutions  will  have  to  be 
reallocated to UK run projects. As there is a legal 
requirement to spend over £14 billion a year, cue 
a panic stricken rush to throw the extra about.
   Much of this has undoubtedly ended up in the 
pockets of assorted dictators and corrupt officials. 
Take the late Robert Mugabe for instance. 'Hero 
of  independence'  (Guardian  readers)  'Mass 
murderer' (nearly everyone else) 'Mistakes were 
made'  (Jeremy Corbyn).  Lest you think that his 
'achievements'  over  some  35  years  of  rule  in 
Zimbabwe  happened  without  personal  pain,  it 
was estimated that  shortly  before his  death,  he 
had as little as £4 billion squirreled away in Swiss 
bank  accounts.  See  the  sacrifice?  Given  the 
billions chucked by the UK at Zimbabwe over the 
years, some of his stash undoubtedly came from 
your taxes and mine. Still, I'm sure he was very 
grateful. 
   I  would  take  £10  billion  out  of  this  budget 
immediately  to  spend  on  the  NHS  and  other 
domestic  needs  and  ensure  the  remainder  was 
properly spent. It would still be over £12 million 
a day  so not exactly peanuts.

The Cleobury Clarion is on the World Wide Web 
From the 4th of the month,  

every page including the adverts. 
Reaching across the globe, we have readers in  

New Zealand, Hong Kong and America.
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
MMa 

 
Cleobury Mortimer 
Sports&Social Club 
 

 Sky & BT Sports 
 Juke box 
 Pool table 
 Karaoke machine 
 Fantastic outdoor space 
 Everyone welcome 

Function room for hire 
 
£45 for members 
£50 for non-members 
 
Call 01299 271448  
or pop in to check the diary and 
discuss your event 

 
HIRE THE FUNCTION ROOM 
There are a number of private parties booked in the Function Room during September. If you are looking for a venue 
for your party/meeting/special occasion, Message or call into the Club to check available dates. 
 
Saturday 2 November 
RUGBY WORLD CUP FINAL 9am kick off 
At time of going to press, the final teams are not yet known. Regardless, the Club will be open for the final 
match of the Rugby World Cup, serving breakfast rolls during the match 
 
Followed by……… 
Charity Clothes Swap  1-4pm 
Bring your pre-loved clothes to donate, pay £3, select a few new items to refresh your wardrobe – easy! 
 
Monday 4 November   8pm 
Bingo 
Every Monday at the Social Club. Eyes down 8pm. Cash prizes; over 18 only please. 
 
Saturday 9 November  2.30pm 
CMRFC v Linley 
 
Wednesday 13 November   8pm 
Royal British Legion Meeting 
The Social Club is delighted to welcome the Cleobury Branch of RBL for their monthly meetings. Second Wednesday 
every month. Membership can be made online. All welcome to support this worthy cause. RBL has future events 
booked at the Club – watch this space. 
 
Saturday 16 November  7pm 
CM Volleyball Club Casino Night 
Always a great night hosted by the Volleyball Club. Tickets £10 to include drink, canapes and starting chips. 
Tickets from Karen Gallagher or Lyndsey Potter. 
 
Saturday 23 November  2.30pm  
CMRFC v Telford 
Match preceded by the VP’s Lunch 
 
Tuesday 26 November  12.30 – 3.30pm 
Christmas Bazaar 
Come along and support Cleobury Carers Support Group 

Membership fees: 
 
Single adult £5 
Family  £10  
(2 adults & under 18s) 
Single senior £3 
Joint senior £5 
 
Call into to the Club to pay and 
receive your card 

November 2019 
Entertainment Diary 
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Clarion Farewell  -  The Bell Inn closes

Want the 
weight gone?
This is the one.

The proven weight-loss Plan for men and women that comes 
with a personal diet consultant to give you that big hand of 
support, deliciously nutricious products and a you-shaped

weight-loss Plan for life!
I’m your consultant based in central Ludlow: 
Chloë Alexander 
07786 936543
Contact me to ask for more! 
chloeacwp@gmail.com • one2onediet.com

It’s been a pub since at least 1721 - owner Roger 
Gittins  has  deeds  to  confirm that.  But  he  has 
traced back and found evidence of it trading as 
long ago as the 1600s.On the wall is a list of the 
landlords from 1788. And it ceased trading as a 
pub on October  24th 2019,  This  is  Really  Old 
Cleobury.
   The Gittins family, Harry, Dot daughter Ann  
and son  Roger,  moved into  the  place  in  May 
1965 from The Miners’ Arms in Bagginswood. 
Managing a pub in Cleobury was a move up, a 
busy place serving a bigger population. 
   Roger had plans for a different career, joining 
British Telecom in 1969 and training as  a  test 
inspector on the quality assurance side. He was 
leaving home 6.15 in the morning, to drive into 
Birmingham  and  spending  his  day  as  a 
technical officer before getting back to Cleobury 
at about 6.00 in the evening, then helping in the 
pub in the evening.
   Dad Harry  wasn’t  in  the  best  of  health.  A 
heavy smoker, he had to have his leg amputated  
in 1975 and wasn’t capable of doing the full job 
he’d been used to. He and Dot would run the 
place at lunch time, but in the evenings it was 
Roger  and  his  mum  looking  after  the  place. 
They bought  the  pub in  1978,  by  which  time 
Dot  was  spending  time  nursing  Harry.  Roger 
was  still  off  early  in  the  morning  to 
Birmingham,  putting  in  a  full  day  and  then 
back  serving  in  the  pub  in  the  evening.  He 
reckons he was getting five hours sleep a night 
through the week, then after 13 years of holding 
down two jobs,  he  quit  BT  in  1984  and  took 
over as landlord of The Bell on Harry’s death in 
1986. No easy ride to become a landlord.
   It’s  always  been a  drinker’s  pub in  the  41 
years  I’ve known the place.  Nothing fancy or 
flash,  just  a  peaceful  place  where  you  could 
hear  yourself  think  and  the  landlord  looked 

after the beer and produced sandwiches for the 
dominoes and darts players. Lots of room in the 
place, and it was home to the Bell Inn Band, the 
Royal British Legion and the Buffs. Elsewhere in 
this  issue  you’ll  find  a  report  of  the  Legion 
Autumn  Harvest  Auction,  one  of  many  fund 
raising events held there.  If  a pub has a soul, 
this place had a big, warm one.

Roger Gittins, owner, landlord and charity fund 
raiser par excellence. 

   Roger  first  put  the  place  on  the  market  in 
2006,  when what looked like a good offer fell 
through. In 2013 he leased the place to Martin 
and Jan Wood, who ran it for four years until 
Martin  sadly  died.  Roger  was  back  in  charge 
and wanting to sell. The Bell has been auctioned 
three  times  since  then,  without  a  serious  bid 
made. This year it was offered with a pre app to 
convert use, but no bids. It  closed on October 
24th, to be offered for sale vacant with outline 
planning consent. Farewell, very old friend.   JR
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 

 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 
www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 

Telephone: 01299 841210 
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NEEN SAVAGE W.I.
In  October  we were  pleased to 
welcome Rose  Jacks  to  instruct 
us in the martial art of Tai Chi. 
The practice originates in China 
and is particularly popular as an 
early  morning  exercise, 
undertaken by all ages from 9 to 
90.  The  Chinese  believe  good 
exercise  leads  to  good  health 
and they look for the root cause 
of  problems,  rather  than  just 
treating  the  symptoms.  Rose 
taught her first class in Cleobury 
over 30 years ago and has been 
learning  and  teaching 
throughout  the area ever  since. 
After  learning  some  of  theory 
we were all invited to have a go. 
R o s e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h 
demonstrations Tai Chi using a 
sword and a fan, both requiring 
a huge amount of precision and 
control.
   Our  November  meeting,  at 
7.30pm on the 13th, is the AGM 
but the business will be swiftly 
concluded  to  allow  plenty  of 
time for our speaker,  Stephanie 
Morrison,  to  give  us  a  cookery 
demonstration.  Visitors  are 
always  welcome,  £4  each  to 
include a raffle  ticket  and light 
supper.
Catherine Evans
President
01299  270647  for  more 
information

A HEARTY COCO 
THANK YOU

It’s been a busy few months for 
CoCo  on  all  fronts.  We  have 
been fortunate to take on several 
new  volunteers,  with  more  to 
train. This takes us to a team of 
28,  each offering a tailor made,  
two  hour  weekly  befriending 
visit,  to  members  of  this 
community.
   It  has  also  been  a  plentiful 
time  for  fund-raising.  Back  in 
July  the  CM  Ladies  Volleyball 
team held a successful event at 
the  Sports  and  Social  Club, 
making a generous donation  to 
the project. In September, thanks 
to  kindness  of  the  Engleheart 
family, Kinlet Hall then opened 
its  doors for a fabulous cheese, 
wine  and  music  night,  with 
supper  by  Platters  and  Plates 
and musical  contributions from 
Hanz,  Two  Tone  and  the 
Engleheart  brothers.  A 
thoroughly  enjoyable  night, 
raising over £700. 
   But  by  far  the  greatest 
achievement  has  to  be  that  of 
Stewart  Mumford  and  Gordon 
Jackson,  for  their  79  mile 
unaided hike from Fort William 
on the west coast of Scotland, up 
and  over  to  Inverness  on  the 
East  coast,  following  the  Great 
Glen Way. Each making the long 
drive separately, Stewart walked 

the  first  four  days  alone  and 
kept  his  fan  base  happy  with 
regular  updates  and  photos  of 
stunning  scenery  and  wild 
camping.  In  turn  friends  kept 
him  going  with  daily  good 
wishes.  On  day  four  he  was 
joined  by  Gordon,  a  very 
welcome companion for Stewart 
who was now really struggling 
with  knee  pain.  Together  they 
strode it out in great spirits and 
completed  the  challenge  they 
had  set  themselves  months 
before,  raising  a  phenomenal 
£1200.
   To you guys especially and to 
all  who  have  helped  and 
supported  us,  we  truly  cannot 
thank  you  enough.  CoCo 
continue  to  support  many 
individuals throughout the year 
in  discreet  and  varying  ways, 
perhaps helping out with winter 
fuel,  specialist  equipment  and 
services,  or  putting  on  small, 
niche courses  and training.  But 
it’s  time  to  think  bigger.  On 
November  7th  at  11am  at  the 
Market  Hall  we  are  holding  a 
Think Tank with  volunteers,  to 
brainstorm ideas of how best to 
serve  the  community  of 
Cleobury  with  funds  so 
generously  raised.  If  you  have 
an idea and would like to join us 
we would love to see you there. 
cleoburycoco@hotmail.com
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www.thelarchbarn.co.uk
hello@thelarchbarn.co.uk

Six Ashes Nursery, Bridgnorth Road, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8JF  

Open 9:30am - 4:30pm, 7 days a week! 
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Enjoy our delicious homemade cake and afternoon tea
whilst relaxing in our outdoor area with outstanding

views of the clee hills and children's play area!
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE CHURCH 
HEATING

Many  of  you  will  have  read  in 
the  September  Clarion  of  the 
impending work to improve the 
heating in St Mary’s Church, and 
seen  contractors’  vans  parked 
outside  the  building  and 
materials  being  delivered.  After 
the  morning  service  on 
September  1st,  a  large  working 
party cleared the church, storing 
the  furniture  around  the 
building,  and  on  Monday 
morning  the  contractors  started 
work.  When  the  wooden  floors 
were  lifted  the  first  problems 
were uncovered, literally.  Whilst 
the  floor  on  the  north  side  had 
been  rebuilt  relatively  recently, 
the south side was considerably 
older, and the joists and support 
system were found to be in poor 
condition.  A  quickly-convened 
site  meeting  and  subsequent 
quotes  led  us  rapidly  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  complete 
rebuild  of  the  floor  support 
structure  was  the  only  sensible 
option. It was also apparent that 
in  a  couple  of  places  the  main 
large-diameter  steel  heating 
pipes  were  badly  corroded  and 
would  need  remedial  work.  
There were also some defects in 
the stone floor in the nave.
   The main parts of the work in 
the church involved installing the 

flexible  underfloor  heating 
pipework, carried in metal trays 
secured  to  insulation  panels 
between  the  floor  joists.   Once 
the south side floor supports had 
been  rebuilt,  this  work  was 
completed  on  both  sides  of  the 
nave, followed by installation of 
the  new  hardwood  floor  which 
sits  immediately  above  the 
heating  pipes.  The  underfloor 
heating  is  supplied  by  a  new 
circuit  from  the  existing  hot 
water  system,  and this  required 
additional  pipework  to  be 
installed  in  the  tunnels  beneath 
the  nave  and  chancel.  In  the 
boiler  room  the  existing  boiler, 
which  was  near  the  end  of  its 
useful life, has been replaced by a 
pair  of  new  high-efficiency 
boilers,  together  with  other 
improvement  work to  bring the 
system up to modern standards.
   The  work  was  completed  on 
schedule  and  the  system  was 
handed  over  on  Friday  27 
September.  The  heating  will  be 
run  continuously  to  provide  a 
base  level  of  heat,  and  then 
boosted  for  services  and  other 
events.  Our initial  impression is 
very  favourable,  and  Ashley  is 
now  able  truthfully  to  give  a 
warm  welcome  to  the 
congregation.  The  whole  project 
has gone very smoothly, despite 
the various unforeseen problems, 
and  our  thanks  are  due  to  the 

main  contractors,  Grange 
Heating,  their  subcontractors 
Hereford  Oak  Buildings  who 
carried  out  all  the  carpentry 
work,  and  to  Darren  Sheppard 
who  expertly  repaired  various 
defects  in  the  stone  floors.  We 
have raised almost all the money 
needed, and we are enormously 
grateful to all  those in the town 
and beyond who have given so 
generously  and  have  supported 
our  various  fund-raising 
activities.  
   Is  this  the  end  of  the  story?  
Well,  not exactly,  as my original 
article  in  the  July  Clarion  said 
that  the  heating  improvement 
was  the  first  stage  in  a  wider 
development  of  the  church 
building. In the next few months 
we will be considering what else 
is  needed  to  make  the  church 
more  comfortable  and  flexible.  
Watch this space!
Chris Kippin

CHRISTMAS CARDS
The Town Council and the Parish  
Church  have  combined  to 
produce  Christmas  cards. 
Pictures  by local  photographers, 
for sale at the library, church, the 
Hub at the Metodiest church and 
the Farmers Market. 
   A pack of six costs £2.50 and 
they’ll  be  available  from 
November  9th.  Proceeds  to  the 
church  and  council’s  Christmas 
support of events.



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201956

Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates

Best Shoot Hotel
2019
M i d l a n d s  r e g i o n

fully refurbished
16th century
coaching inn

 
open 7 days

12 bedrooms
2 luxury cottages

Hopton Wafers
Shropshire
DY14 0NB

01299 270 372
info@hoptoncrown.co.uk

TRY OUR NEW MENU
25% off

any Main Course
with this voucher

offer expires 31/10/19,
voucher required to redeem
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CARERS’ CHRISTMAS 
BAZAAR

Cleobury  Carers’  Christmas 
Bazaar will be in the Sports and 
Social  Club  on  the  19th  this 
month,  from  12.00  to  3.00.  Free 
admission  and  festive 
refreshments,  but  donations  are 
naturally welcome.
   You’ll find a tombola, cake and 
produce  stall,  Chrissy  gifts  on 
sale  and  loads  more.  Everyone 
welcome  to  this  friendly  event 
and  feel  free  to  bring  your 
friends with you. 

THE BRITISH LEGION
The  Branch’s  Auction  Sale  of 
Harvest  Produce  was  on 
September 20th in The Bell Inn. A 
good range of items was up for 
sale, and over £1000 was raised, 
making  the  evening  a  great 
success.  Jim  Hulme  is  to  be 
congratulated on having brought 
in  so  many  donations,  and  for 
carrying out the massive task of 
being auctioneer. Well done, Jim!
   The Cleobury Branch has also 
raised an impressive amount for 
the  2018/2019  Poppy  Appeal. 
Roger  Gittins,  our  experienced 
and hard-working Poppy Appeal 
Organiser,  reported  that  the 
year’s  total  will  be  over  £9,500, 
making it the best year on record.

   At  the  Branch  AGM,  on 
October  9th,  Mike  Hermolle  as 
Chairman,  Dave  Clarke  Vice-
Chair,  Ron  Breakwell  President, 
David Taylor Vice-President, Iain 
Smith  Treasurer,  George  Print 
Standard  Bearer,  and  Matt 
Sheehan  Membership  Secretary. 
were  re-elected  Vanda  Kemp 
tendered  her  resignation  from 
the  post  of  Secretary,  but  no 
replacement  has  yet  come 
forward.
   Remembrance  Sunday  is  on 
November  10th,  followed  by 
Remembrance  Day  itself  on 
Monday  11th.  There  will  be  a 
brief  gathering  around 
Cleobury’s  war  memorial  at  11 
a.m. on the Monday.
   The Branch always welcomes 
new  members  -  please  contact 
Membership  Secretary  Matt 
Sheehan  on  01299  271347  for 
details, or join up on-line.
Mark Baldwin
THE READING GROUP
‘The  Immortal  Life  of  Henrietta 
Lacks’,  by  Rebecca  Skloot,  the 
best book we have read this year. 
The  true  story  of  Henrietta,  a 
poor  black  woman  and  her 
cancer  cells  which  were  taken 
without  her  knowledge.  Known 
as  HeLa  cells  they  became  a 
multi-million dollar industry and 
one of the most important tools 

in  medicine.  Her  family  were 
unaware of  this  for  many years 
and the  author  spent  time both 
getting  to  know the  family  and 
researching the wide ranging use 
of  the  cells.  Engaging  and very 
well  written,  it  touches  on 
multiple topics from segregation 
to biology.  Not over dramatised 
and  with  the  scientific 
information  imparted  without 
too much technical detail. It was 
a  tale  which  needed  telling.  It 
raised  a  multitude  of  questions 
regarding  medical  ethics, 
individual  rights  and  the 
treatment  of  minorities.  A 
gripping book, it's an absolutely 
fascinating read. 
   This month we are reading a 
novel,  ‘Nothing  But  Grass’  by 
Will  Cohu.  We  will  meet  in 
Cleobury  Library  on  18th 
November  to  air  our  opinions. 
Deana Kimber 271754

PETROL PRICES
Here’s  a  surprise.  We belong to 
the PetrolPrices.com scheme that 
keeps  us  informed  about  local 
fuel  costs.  On  October  18th, 
petrol  at  Harold’s  Hopton Bank 
Service Station was £1.259 a litre 
and at  the Co-op on the 20th it 
was £1.289 a litre.
   According  to  my  calculator 
that’s a difference of 14 pence a 
gallon, which makes a drive up 
the hill even more appealing.
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           November 2019 Clarion Report 

Still lots going on around the Town to let you know about.  
The Town council have agreed the contractors to re vamp the Love lane play area and 
to install the outdoor gym equipment for the Skate Park at the October meeting. 
Displays will be available soon at venues around the town to show what will be done, 
and what it will all look like. Good news for the children for the Spring 2020. 
 
A recent Community Crime reduction meeting has taken place with representatives 
from the Police, Parking enforcement, Crime commissioner’s office, both head 
teachers from Lacon and the Primary School, Shropshire Star, Cleobury Clarion, 
councillors from the Town council, surrounding parish councillors and Unitary council 
and public. It was attended by just under 40 people, who discussed issues we have 
and a way forward working with the relevant agencies. It proved to be a very 
worthwhile and productive meeting for all. Lots of positive advice and co-operation 
came out of the group where It also agreed a new Chairman to guide the group 
forward. The next meeting will be in the evening to allow for those who work to attend, 
it is on Thursday January 9th 2020 at 7pm, venue to be agreed. 
 
One important job we are now in the process of, is getting three local companies to 
quote for is some tree work, especially in the Skate Park area. When we took it over 
from Shropshire council, we discovered that they did not do any tree management 
work, so we are rectifying that from a tree safety and management report that we had 
done. This work will be done in the new year and will enhance the experience of 
walking around the park. We will be following a woodland management plan for this 
work to ensure wildlife and habitats are looked after. 
 
The Remembrance Day parade will be on Sunday 10th November, with the march 
starting from the Talbot car park at around 10.45am. Please come along, as the 
numbers lining the main street continues to grow and is quite a sight to see. And if 
anyone would like to join the Cleobury Mortimer British Legion, which is open to 
anyone, not just ex services, then please either register online on the Royal British 
Legion website or contact the Town council office for further information. 
 
Finally, the Christmas lights will be put up on Sunday November 24th and if you wish to 
help the volunteers, then contact the Town council office for details.   
 
M Sheehan Town Clerk 
Cleobury Mortimer Town Council 
01299 271154 
www.cleobury.org.uk   
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www.kimstanley.co.uk
0 1 299 27 1 800

07905 766729Physio:Emme  Prac oner

Ultra Sound
Acupuncture

Physiotherapy

Waxing

and more

Nail Care
Skin Care
Electrolysis

Sharp
Jill

Chartered Physiotherapist.
BSc(Hons),MCSP,SRP
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IN BUSINESS  -  Doddington Lodge Care Home

It’s  back  in  business,  that  very 
distinctive  building  in 
Doddington  village.  It’s  been 
empty too long, after a Care and 
Quality  Commission’s  visit  was 
followed by closure. 
   It’s  now under the control  of 
family  business  Just  Be  Care 
Limited.  Linda Patel  is  manager 
and  a  director  and  the  other 
members of the board are Anita 
Mares, Luke Wellings and Cassie 
Brown.  They  have  leased  the 
building and shared the cost and 
work of restoration.
   Problems  that  they  inherited, 
like the lift not working and the 
water  supply  not  meeting  the 
needs of residents have been put 
right.  A walk through the place, 
with  an  invitation  from  Linda 
Patel  to  find  fault,  showed 
evidence of careful planning and 
investment 
   It  has  been  redecorated  all 
through,  apart  from Linda’s  flat 
on  the  third  floor.  In  the  main 
Lodge and the Cottage the lights 
switch on and off  automatically, 
with  emergency  lighting  and  a 
sprinkler system. Hand rails  are 
installed along the corridors and 
there  are  sitting  areas  with  a 
kitchen  for  making  tea  for 
visitors who don’t want to sit in 
the residents’ rooms.
   There will be 23 bedrooms, 20 
of  them  with  full  ensuite  and 

three  with  part  ensuite.  That 
provision recognises the need for 
privacy and is much better than 
the  previous  use  of  communal 
bathrooms and toilets.
   The  residents’  rooms  can  be 
furnished or residents can bring 
their own furniture if they prefer. 
All  the  furniture,  beds  and 
equipment  is  new,  as  are  the 
pictures  of  the  local  wildlife  of 
the  area.  Even  the  little 
ornaments  that  add  a  homely 
touch are new. As this is a mature 
building,  built  in  the  1920s,  the 
room  sizes  and  layouts  vary, 
from a roomy apartment for two 
to a smaller version for singles.

Manager Linda Patel and the smile 
that will greet residents.

   The  Doddington  community 
have really made the family feel 
welcome.  No surprise,  as  Linda 
grew  up  in  Knowbury  and  her 

first  car  came  from  Harold’s 
Hopton Bank Service Station just 
down the  road.  Her  own career 
as  a  qualified  Occupational 
Therapist  included  supporting 
people living with dementia. 
   “Gerald down the road asked if 
he could look after  the gardens, 
Celia  Gibb  from the  church  has 
volunteered to come in and chat 
to residents and some of the local 
girls came in and helped us clean 
the place. We can feel the love,” 
she smiles.
   Plans include a poly tunnel to 
grow  vegetables  for  the  home, 
where Gina Basker from Platters 
and Plates has been recruited as 
head  chef.  David  Wood  of 
ATTEND,  the  charity  that  staffs 
shops in hospitals is advising and 
to  encourage  the  residents  to 
move  around  both  home  and 
gardens.  There  are  two  alpacas 
established in the grounds. 
   It’s a pleasure to walk around 
the  lodge  and  cottage  and  see 
how  much  has  been  done  to 
make  the  place  welcoming.  It’s 
been a long job and a big spend 
to  get  it  to  this  pristine  state; 
Linda estimates that the total cost 
shared  by  Just  Be  Care  and the 
property  is  close  to  a  million 
pounds. We wish them and their 
residents a long and happy time.
   Doddington Lodge is on 01584 
707084 or 319055.

Some of the people making the Lodge 
a friendly place to work and live in:
   Ellie was nervous when she started work 
as  an apprentice,  but  at  her  first  CPR test 
scored a very impressive 98 percent. Not so 
nervous now…
   Alisha  had  worked  at  the  Lodge 
previously  and  is  enjoying  being  back, 
saying it’s like a new place. She’s studying 
for  her  Level  5  in  Leadership  and 

Management  for  Volunteers,  to  support 
future projects at the Lodge.
   Yvonne works as a Deputy Manager and 
enjoys being part  of  the new team. “It’s  a 
beautiful  home,  making  residents  and 
visitors welcome,” she says.
   Luke and Cassie are partners in the Lodge 
and are enjoying being back home and part 
of  the  Doddington  community.  They  are 
both ex pupils of Lacon Childe School.



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201962

��������	�
���
�
���	����	��
�������	
��������
����
���������

��������	�
����
������
���
���������������������
���

������������������
������� ����������������������

��������
�������	���
�����������
������������
���������������

�������������������
��

 ����!���
�� �����
�������
����
���"��"�#

$�
!�%&'()�*))&((

���"�����
�������
����
���"��"�#

�����
�������
����
���

�����
������

�+����(%��������,�����
����
��	����-������������

�������./0��	��#��
�1���������	���
�-����������������2����3�������������������	�
�����
����������
����
���������������������

���
��������
�FCILEX, MIPW



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201963

Clarion Guidance  -  Avoiding the Fraudsters               By Matt Yarranton

The  amount  of  online  and  telephone  fraud  has 
increased massively in recent years. The internet 
has  made  it  easier  for  criminals  to  target  more 
people,  and they  don't  even have  to  get  out  of 
their pyjamas to do it. 
   This  has turned fraud into a  global  business, 
defrauding UK citizens out of £110 billion a year.  
As it is so lucrative, the people behind this fraud 
are well funded, highly organised and very good 
at what they do. This may sound very scary, but 
fortunately there are lots of things you can do to 
ensure you don't fall victim to these people.
RULE NUMBER 1
   Before I get onto the specific threats, there is one 
thing you need to remember: IF IT SEEMS TOO 
GOOD TO BE TRUE, IT PROBABLY IS!
Email Scams (Phishing)
   The principle behind this is that criminals are 
'fishing'  for your details using email  bait.  To do 
this  they craft  an  email  claiming to  be  from an 
organisation which tricks you into clicking a link 
to  a  web  page  that  looks  exactly  like  the  real 
thing.  There  you  will  be  asked  to  enter  certain 
personal and/or financial information which will 
be used to hack or defraud you. 
   If you get a phishing email, don't click on any of 
the links; delete it.  They can be very hard to spot, 
so here are ways you can identify one:
   If you are requested to confirm your personal 
information  this  is  a  red  flag.  Genuine 
organisations will not ask you to do this.
   Spelling and grammar mistakes are a tell  tale 
sign of a phishing email. 
   The email address or links do not look right. If 
you get an email from an organisation, the email 
address  will  reflect  the organisation's  name;  not 
gmail.com! Also you can hover over  a  link you 
will  see  where  it  is  trying  to  take  you,  which 
should be the organisations real website.

   If  the  email  was  out  of  the  blue  and has  an 
attachment, beware. The attachment may contain 
a virus.
   You can take a Phishing quiz which will see how 
good  you  are  at  spotting  these   https://
phishingquiz.withgoogle.com/
Telephone Scams (Vishing)
   There are many types of telephone fraud and 
usually they are easy to spot so you can just hang 
up. However, some are convincing, so things to be 
aware of are:
   You will never be called by anyone to tell you 
they have  detected a  virus  or  problem on your 
computer. They will trick you into thinking they 
have fixed a  problem that  was  never  there  and 
then demand money for this ‘service'.
   Genuine organisations will  never contact  you 
and ask for your PIN, password or bank details.  
They may use fear tactics to trick you into making 
a  payment  over  the  phone  to  prevent  further 
action.  
SMS (text) Scams (Smishing)
   Similar in approach to Phishing but using text 
messages. They usually require 'urgent' attention 
and  have  a  link  for  you  to  click.  The  same 
principles  apply  for  spotting  these  as  for  email 
scams.  
   For  all  of  the  above,  if  in  doubt,  contact  the 
organisation that claims to have contacted you as 
they will  know if  this  is  legitimate or  not.   For 
phone  scams,  make  sure  you  use  another 
telephone;  in  some  cases  the  scammer  will  not 
hang up so you remain connected to them when 
you try and dial another number.
   Finally,  if  you  do  fall  victim  to  fraud  then 
report this to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.

Matt Yarranton

Training Courses Upcoming 2019:
Portable appliance testing 11th November £200.00

Emergency first aid at work 13,14,15 November £ 190.00 + certs
Emergency first aid at work 19th November £ 73.00

First aid refresher 20th & 21st November £ 140.00 + certs
Level 2 award in food safety 29th November £70.00

All course costs + vat
For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  

please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201964



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - October - 201965
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THE AMAZING
ZANZIBARN

This is an astonishing place. An 
old  barn,  once  threatened  with 
demolition and saved as a place 
to  show  off  inherited  African 
hunting trophies plus a range of 
Indian  furnishings  and 
collectibles.  Charles  and Emma 
Houston have a party venue like 
no other.
   There  are  25  African  animal 
species  on the  walls  or  draped 
over  the  banister  rails.  An 
African  black  buffalo, 
recognised as a dangerous type 
to take on, dominates the gallery 
display, while down below four 
lions   share  wall  space  with  a 
variety of antelopes. Zebra hides
abound.
   With room for 60 people to sit, 
dine  and  then  dance  it’s  not 

intended  for  a  big  crowd,  and 
you can retire  to  the gallery to 
relax  or  just  look  around  in 
wonder.  When  they  have  their 
annual  fund  raiser  for  Homes 
for Heroes, they have catered for 
97  guests,  just  because  it  is  a 
charity occasion.
   The Houston family are much 
travelled and the trait comes out 
in  their  children.  Son  Michael 
was one of a military party that 
ran  ten  marathons  in  ten  days 
across Sierra Leone to raise a six 
figure sum for a military charity.
   Dominating the whole place is 
a  chandelier  made  by  talented 
friend  Huw  Kennedy,  using  a 
selection  of  deer  antlers.  Not 
African  this  time,  they  are 
mainly from fallow deer, part of 
a  sackful  picked  up  at  a 
Leominster auction.

   Zanzibarn sits on a hillside just 
outside  Neen  Sollars  and  the 
drive there is through stunning 
Shropshire  border  country.  Just 
right to put you in the mood for 
an absolute treat.

MAKING WREATHS
I  am  running  Christmas  door 
wreath making workshops. All 
materials,  tuition  and 
refreshments  will  be  provided. 
Come and make a stunning door 
wreath  and  table  arrangement. 
Wednesday  December  11th,  at 
Little  Southwood  Farm, 
Cleobury  Mortimer.  I  will  be 
doing more workshops at other 
venues and dates. 
Please  contact  me  for  more 
details:  Claire  Bradley  01299 
270415, 07980 580 770 or
clairebradley1@icloud.com
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012 
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

TELEPHONE FRAUD
For  me,  the  most  disturbing 
part  of  Matt  Yarranton’s  Page 
63  report  on  telephone  and 
online  fraud  is  the  amount 
involved: £110 billion a year in 
the UK!
   And these people don’t stop. 
I took a phone call on October 
23rd from an Eastern sounding 
female person - I will not refer 
to  a  fraudster  as  a  lady.  She 
told  me  that  I  owed  HMRC 
money  for  income  tax 
underpaid in recent years and 
that I would be getting a visit 
from  my  local  Police  Office. 
Would  that  be  the  Cleobury 
Police Office, or the sub station 
at Pinkham, I wondered.
   She  asked  for  my  date  of 
birth  and  when  I  asked  why 
she  wanted  that,  her  manner 

became  aggressive  as  she 
asked if I understood English. 
Better than she did, I suspect, 
but  before  I  could  tell  her 
where  to  go  she  told  me  the 
police  would  be  calling  and 
rang  off.  No  sign  of  them  so 
far.
   The call came from 01522 398 
626,  a  Lincoln  number.  No 
answer in the daytime, but in 
the  evening  a  polite  and 
clearly English lady explained 
this was a private number with 
nobody there in the day. That 
worried  me;  I’ll  accept  that 
fraudulent  callers  won’t  pick 
up the phone if they have left 
one. But for them to use what 
sounded  like  an  entirely 
innocent  person’s  home 
number  was  a  new  level  of 
intrusion upon an innocent.

   So  I  tried  called  Action 
Fraud,  as  Matt  Yarranton 
recommends.  Late  in  the 
evening  there  was  no  answer 
after  ten  minutes  of  repeated 
messages.  At  noon  the  next 
day I gave up after 15 minutes 
of  the  same,  including advice 
not to answer cold calls - how 
do you know it’s a cold calls if 
you don’t pick up the phone?
   We should report fraud, even 
if it’s a failed attempt like this, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
service needs better funding or 
people  will  just  get  tired  of 
waiting  and  put  the  phone 
down. 
   Matt Yarranton’s advice is far 
better  than I  could  ever  give, 
but it bears repeating that you 
can all too easily be conned if 
you’re not very careful.         JR
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, Butler’s Store, Cleobury Cafe, The Severn 
Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Cleobury Fruit and Veg, Purslows, The Library and Simply Fresh. 
Out in Cleobury Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;  Clee Hill Stores; The Village Store, 
Cleobury North; Clows Top Stores; The Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Bennetts 
End Inn, Knowbury; Ludlow Library; Mawley Oak Garage; The Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting 
Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, 
Kinlet; Parker Motors, Ditton Priors.
Copies are also available from the Parish Churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, Hopton 
Wafers, Milson, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.
Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read as pdfs from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER ISSUE IS NOVEMBER 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print and Design of Shifnal, 01952 730511

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Parfitt 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Janet Manley 01299 272841

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri  and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Iain Smith 01299 271809

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Ali Sheffield 07752 542 853 markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 0333 222 6655 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 for bookings

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444
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Your local specialist supplier of 
InsulaƟon, Timber, Plywood and all Building Materials 

THOMPSON & PARKES

    

NOW 
OPEN

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

STOURPORT BRANCH
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
DIY, DecoraƟng and Gardening

106 Minster Road  DY13 8AB (01299 534545)

Oreton (01746 718414)                                                                         
Cleobury MorƟmer DY14 0TH                                                                                                                                           

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 7:30am  4:30pm

Saturday: 8am—12 noon  Sunday: Closed

Kidderminster    (01562 745881)
Oldington Trading Estate              

Stourport Road, DY11 7QP

Proud to be Local
www.thompsonandparkes.co.uk

Stocking and Delivering all Your Building and DIY Materials


