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  SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY SEPTEMBER 2022  

N.R. Evans Landscaping

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com
Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance 

Grass cuƫng 

Strimming

hedge cuƫng

garden and site clearance

domesƟc and commercial customers welcome

Fencing, including:
Panel fencing
Post and rail fencing
Picket fencing
Stock fencing

LONG DISTANCE 
MAN

Between July 25th and August 
3rd, Chris Kippin walked from 
Bristol to Lands End,on public 
roads. He covered 233 miles 
and his average speed on 
simple Shanksey’s Pony was 
3.2 miles an hour. All to raise 
funds for our church tower and 
clock. Read more and maybe 
help his fund raising on Page 
26.

THE MANOR HOUSE
What was once a very attractive 
building and garden on the 
High Street only seems to 
provoke questions about its 
sorry state these days. It is an 
e y e s o r e t h a t s h a m e s a n 
attractive town.
   The Save The Manor House 
Team seem to be following a 
r a t i o n a l a n d m e a s u r e d 
approach, keeping records and 
offering a well mannered way 
of asking question and putting 
forward suggestions about the 
building’s future use and its 
long term restoration. 
   As with most local teams of 
concerned people who begin to 
express worries about a noted 
landmark in their area, the first 
response of authority showed 
no great concern for the matter. 
But by involving our County 
Councillors and now Philip 
D u n n e , o u r M e m b e r o f 
Parliament, there is weight 
behind the argument for action.
We will happily carry their 
reports to keep everyone in the 
town informed. 

THE BORDERS 
CLASSIC BIKE SHOW

As editor, I cannot write about 
this fund raising event for our 
s e n i o r s c h o o l w i t h o u t 
prejudice. I started the event in 
the mid 1980s and finally 
stepped down  from organising 
after 30 or so shows. I never did 
count money, being more 
concerned at making our 
visitors happy, but the treasurer 
of the school Parent Teacher 
Association did suggest that 30 
shows had raised something 
like £100,000 that was used for 
the pupils.
   The PTA is the organising 
body today and with Tracy 
stepping down after doing a 
model job as a non-enthusiast 
who simply wanted to continue  
contributing to the school’s 
success, she deserves praise for 
grasping the nettle and doing 
so well.
   The show is well established 
and will continue to support 
the school if enough parents 
and teachers come forward to 
continue Tracy’s work.



Cleobury Clarion - September 2022 Page 2

 

 

 
 
 

Victoria Allen 
Funeral Services 

 
 

An Independent Family Business offering a  
Personal and Professional Service  

 
Over 25 years’ Experience 

 
Competitively Priced 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 
Covering All Areas 

 
Home Visits Available 

 
 

01584 879035 
24 Hour Service 

 
 
 

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND 
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk 

Email: vafs@btinternet.com 
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Volume Eighteen  -  Edition Six

The local Severn Hospice 
support group handed over a 

cheque for £3,000.
See Page 11.

Some fine craftsmanship with 
oak in the Men’s Shed for 

Kinlet Parish Council.
See Page 17.
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Call now for a Free Quotation! 

THE NEARLY DEAD 
POETS’ SOCIETY

As ever, it was a happy 
gathering when six people of a 
poetic inclination gathered at 
the library on July 25th. Too 
late for this report to make it 
into the August CC. Pauline set 
the tone with the “Regrets’ 
subject given short shrift; she 
got a round of applause and a 
request for an encore, a very 
rare occurrence.
   Tony Smith, in from the 
distant land of Kidderminster, 
also kept us amused with his 
usual varied selection and 
David Walford illustrated his 
remarkable use of the English 
language in a quiet but 
powerful way.
   The Society is open to all who 
enjoy the use of language and 
newcomers will find a glass of 
wine adds to the happy 
atmosphere. We meet at the 
library at 7.30 on the last 
Monday of the month. This 
month we will hear what 
members have managed to 
build around the word ‘dusk’.

A VERY SILLY BIT
I cannot for the life of me 
remember just where I read 

this, but I do know I went  back 
a read it again in disbelief.
   Richard Mille Watches are a 
company of distinction, with 
some very well off clients. As 
they will need to be if they 
want to truly be in the fashion 
of the moment.  The company 
are offering a watch that carries 
the Ferrari name, priced at 
£1,570,000. 
   As a good friend of mine, 
blessed with common sense 
and a sense of humour, 
explained: “It’s a Ferrari, 
therefore it goes faster.” 

VAL AND JANET IN 
THE AWARDS

Val Breakwel l and Janet 
Ralston were both presented 
w i t h Te n Ye a r R o y a l t y 
Voluntary awards recently, for 
their service in the Cleobury 
Friendship Club; in fact they’ve 
both served for twelve years, 
so this is a little catching up 
job. No formal ceremony in 
these Covid-nervous days, but 
both received certificates and 
badges through the post.
   The Club meets in the Parish 
Hall every Tuesday, from 2.00 
to 4.00pm to share chat, char 
and maybe cakes. The ever 

enthusiastic Val Breakwell can 
tell you more on CM 270830

OUR SHOEBOXES
Jenny Vanderhook, long term  
organiser of the annual 
Shoebox Collection to help 
the less fortunate, bids the 
town farewell.
   They say “Nothing Lasts 
Forever”. How right that is, so 
things are having to change for 
our shoeboxes. I lost my 
husband earlier this year and 
I’m moving to Hampshire to be 
n e a r m y d a u g h t e r. I ’ v e 
organised the shoeboxes for 
about 25 years and now Keith 
Balmer has agreed to take it on.
   The leaflets will be in Saint 
Mary’s from September and 
the usual boxes will be nearby 
waiting to be filled. I know a 
lot of you love doing your 
boxes, so do please carry on. I 
can’t imagine not doing the 
boxes, but mine will be in 
Hampshire after this year.
   Thank you all for your 
support over the years.
Jenny Vanderhook

SILLY BIT 
I start a new job in Seoul 
next week. I thought it 
was a good Korea move. 
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

UKRAINIAN  
FAMILIES IN  
CLEOBURY

We are delighted to welcome a 
number of UkraInian families 
as our guests in Cleobury and 
are happy that they are settling 
in well with their host families.  
Facilities are offered in the 
church on Thursday mornings 
to come to our Drop In sessions 
and a lso on a Thursday 
evening for the families to 
enjoy time together. Many 
cannot now come to the 
daytime sessions as they have 
found jobs and are working 
and our thanks go to all those 
who have offered help in so 
many different ways.  We met 
with Philip Dunne our local MP 
on Tuesday 2nd August when 
he called at the Church to meet 
both hosts and UkraInian 
families and offer his support 
and thanks for all that is being 
done locally. We were able to 
pass on to him our pride in the 
Community here in Cleobury 
and its unfailing response to 
need.
Liz Smith – 
Co-Ordinator for UkraInian 
Families in Cleobury

THE FRIENDS OF 
SAINT MARY’S

The Friends recently hosted 

a 'Strawberry Tea' at Hopton 
Cour t . 50 gues ts were 
welcomed with a glass of 
P ro s e c c o c o n t a i n i n g a 
strawberry together with a 
choice of blinis. They then 
sat down to a sumptious 
repas t which inc luded 
sandwiches, sausage rolls, 
m i n i q u i c h e s , c h i c k e n 
goujons, scones, cakes and 
trifle, washed down with tea 
or coffee. For those who 
could not clear their plates, 
'doggy bags' were provided 
and it is unlikely that anyone 
went home hungry. An 
auction of a painting of St 
Mary's raised £60 and there 
was also a successful raffle. 
Thanks go to the Ludford 
Duo who entertained us all 
by performing a number of 
pieces, both classical and 
modern, to everyone who 
helped with organisation 
and delivery and the Hopton 
Court team for providing the 
venue. Last but not least, 
thank you to all the guests 
for their support which 
resulted in a profit of just 
over £800.            Steve Todd

AND LOOKING 
AHEAD WITH THE 

FRIENDS….
The Friends of St Mary’s are 
holding a Quiz and Fish and 
Chip Supper at the Sports and 
Social Club, Love Lane, on 
Friday, October 21st. The club 
will open at 7.00 p.m. and  it’s 
heads down for the quiz at 7.30. 
Teams of four, inclusive of a 
fish & chip supper, price per 
head to be confirmed because 
of fluctuating fish prices.  
Tickets available from Diane 
Waddington on 01299 272820, 
or Steve Todd on 01299 271639 
and other committee members.
Diane Waddington

LITTLE FERNS 
PLAYGROUP, 

FARLOW

 Little Ferns playgroup meets at 
Farlow Village Hall every 
Wednesday in term time, from 
10.00 - 12.00. There's lots of 
playing, snacks and the cost is 
£2 per family.
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URGENT REQUEST 
FOR A PIANIST FOR 

THE NEW NOTES 
CHOIR

It just seems such a shame when 
quite a number of folks enjoy a 
good sing for an afternoon but 
there are not so many people 
who are able or willing to play a 
piano. Notices and adverts go 
all round but very few have 
been keen to give it a go!
   Following our last request in 
July someone was very keen to 
play a keyboard for us but 
unfortunately is unable to 
commit at present due to a 
family crisis. So please, if there 
is anyone out there who would 
like to be involved and play on 
Thursday afternoons 2.30 - 4 pm 
in the Community rooms in 
Clee Hill contact Barbara 0780 
1924935, bhall604@gmail.com 
for more details. Make it a 
worthwhile and stimulating 
afternoon for all!
Jane 01299 272892

CLEOBURY W.I.
Our August meeting was an 
h i s t o r i c a l w a l k a r o u n d 
Cleobury, led by Dr Robert 
Hodge and followed by a 
relaxed cheese and wine supper 
in Judy’s beautiful garden. 
Despite the  heatwave, members 

and guests had a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening.
   September 16th will be one of 
the highlights of our centenary 
year. We will be celebrating with 
a t r e e p l a n t i n g i n t h e 
commemorative garden at 
2.30pm, then a special tea party, 
t o i n c l u d e c u t t i n g t h e 
celebration cake, in the Market 
Hall. Hannah Cole has kindly 
agreed to provide background 
music by playing the harp 
during the afternoon. Several 
special guests have been invited, 
including key figures in the 
N a t i o n a l a n d S h ro p s h i re 
Federations of WI as well as 
f o r m e r p r e s i d e n t s a n d 
longstanding supporters of 
Cleobury WI. Al l current 
members and any previous 
members of our branch of WI 
are welcome to join us, but we 
do request they let us know if 
they plan to attend to assist with 
catering. There might even be a 
glass of ‘fizz’ on offer. The 
special tablecloth that members 
have been busy making will be 
in use for the first time, and the 
commemorative tea towels will 
be available for purchase at 
£6.50 each.
   Our regular meeting on 13th 
September is when Gabby 
Franklin, will be demonstrating 
how to make jam and chutney 

using a microwave. September 
28th will be another get-together 
at the Larch Barn at 2.30, for tea, 
cake and a natter.
   For further information or to 
join WI, you are welcome to 
contact Clare on 01299 271905, 
Judy 01299 270983 or email 
judysant10@gmail.com 
Val Sniadowski

THE READING 
GROUP

A group of ten spent a delightful 
evening at the library, starting 
w i t h a c h a t a b o u t M i s s 
Pettigrew Lives For A Day. A 
charming, relaxing book in 
which the characters came to 
life. Immersing ourselves in the 
late 1930's we followed Miss 
Pettigrew, a lady with high 
morals, for 24 hours. So lovely 
t o h a v e a s t o r y w i t h a 
beginning, middle and end, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h d r a w i n g s . 
Consensus was, a book with a 
smile. 
   A good chin-wag followed, 
covering books and films, good 
and bad. After putting the 
world to right we distributed 
the forthcoming read, The 
Mercy Seat by Elizabeth H. 
Winthrop, set in Louisiana, 1943 
with a more serious topic. We 
reconvene on  September 19th .
 Deana Kimber. 
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THE SWIFT WATCH
Counting the number of swifts 
with us over the breeding season 
has always proved difficult. They 
fly at up to 60mph and dive and 
w e a v e a ro u n d t h e h o u s e s 
especially before going to bed at 
sunset. There is a real danger of 
counting the same athletic swift 
several times or missing some 
completely. Counting two adults 
per breeding nest and adding 1.5 
fledgling per nest is another way 
of assessing numbers.  Over the 
past 6 years the same methods 
have been used, so although 
there may be errors we do have a 
pretty good idea of fluctuations. 
The average over the last six 
years is 29 swifts leaving us at the 
end of July for Africa. This year’s 
count was 27, so they do seem to 
be holding their own despite a 
chaotic and difficult breeding 
season. 
   The first six weeks of May and 
June were marked by poor 
feeding conditions. The second 
six weeks in June and July had 
some very hot weather which 
was good for feeding but heat 
stress and stroke were real 
problems, especially for this 
year’s fledglings At the time of 
their first flight from the nest they 
are well fed but overweight. They 
need to build up muscle power 
a n d f l y i n g s k i l l s a n d a re 
especially susceptible to air 
temperatures over 28 C. Dramatic 
press reports of juvenile swifts 

dropping from the sky was a 
reality this year. In most cases a 
short stop on the ground and a 
reasonable head wind to assist 
take off is all they require. The 
RSPB say not to pick them up 
and toss them into the air- a 
natural reaction but usually fatal 
for the stressed bird
   Swifts, like most other birds 
and animals are all having to 
adapt to climate change. There 
are increasing reports of swifts 
remaining north of the equator in 
the eastern Mediterranean over 
winter. If our summers are going 
to give them heat stroke then 
presumably they will tend to 
move northwards to breed.
We look forward to seeing them 
again next year racing round our 
skies. 
Kit Smith

FUND RAISING FOR  
SEVERN HOSPICE

The Stottesdon and Cleobury 
Mortimer support group for the 
Severn Hospice have had another 
successful year raising vital funds 
for the cause. The Gin Walk and 
the Craft Group got a special 
mention in the press release.
  Last month a cheque for £3,000 
was handed over at a gathering 
attended by Shaunah Murrell, 
Gaynor Woodland, Catherine 
Evans, Rosemary Abbiss and 
Madge Shineton, all joining 
together for this photo by 
Rosemary Thompson.. 

Congratulations to all those 
supporters who helped get a 
great result.

WEEKLY PLAYGROUP
Tiny Tots is the playgroup that 
meets every Friday, during term 
time, in Cleobury Mortimer 
Parish Hall.
  All pre-school children are 
welcome to join us with their 
grown-up for playing, crafts, 
snack and singing. Tiny Tots has 
been running in Cleobury for 
many years and after a break 
during lockdown, we restarted in 
September 2021 and it's been 
wonderful to see the children 
playing together again and 
making new friends.
Each week we meet at 10.00. We 
have a wide selection of toys for 
the children to explore and enjoy. 
And there's always a cup of tea 
or coffee for the grown-ups so we 
can have a natter. £2 per family
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READ EASY
Steve Peckham, Team Leader 
of the Wyre Forest ‘Read Easy‘ 
group, wrote to tell us that 
with new reading coaches 
trained and inducted they are 
ready to take in new recruits 
who want to learn how to 
read.
  Did you see the BBC 
documentary a few months 
ago about Jay Blades, the 
Repair Shop host, learning to 
read at the age of 51? 
   Can you imagine how hard it 
must be to live in the modern 
world without being able to 
read? Letters, emails, texts, 
prescriptions, road signs, 
n e w s p a p e r s , m a g a z i n e s , 
instructions - all unfathomable. 
Reading a book to your 
children or grandchildren an 
experience closed off to you.
   Jay learnt to read with the 
help of Read Easy. Your local 
group, Read Easy Wyre Forest 
covers the Cleobury area and 
provides free, confidential, one 
to one help to adults who want 
to learn to read. You work at 
your own pace with your own 
reading coach at a discreet 
venue.
   Taking the first step to get 
help is the hardest one, but it 
can change the life of someone 
who doesn’t read. 

   If you have a close relative or 
friend who doesn’t read, tell 
them about Read Easy Wyre 
Forest and contact either Liz on 
0 7 8 9 5 8 4 7 7 2 8 e m a i l 
wfcoordinator@readeasy.org.u
k or Raine on 07800 860299 
e m a i l 
wfcoordinator2@readeasy.org.
uk for more information.
Steve Peckham
Team/Leader/Chairman

THE GREAT GLOBAL
GREYHOUND WALK

In 2021, 7,509 Sighthounds (467 
of those waiting to be adopted) 
walked in 343 Global Walks in 
27 Countries.
  The theme for this years event 
on Sunday 25th September is 
the colour red and people and 
their hounds are encouraged to 
dress up whilst participating in 
our local walk, aiming to 
promote greyhounds, and their 
s i g h t h o u n d c o u s i n s , a s 
fantastic pets.
  This year the Cleobury 
Mortimer Walk is meeting from 
10.00 at the Wyre Forest Visitor 
Centre The walk will be guided 
by Jill Parker with her two 
rescue Greyhounds Sunny and 
JoJo.  The walk is open to all 
S i g h t h o u n d s a n d t h e i r 
companion dogs and of course 
their houndie owners. 

   It will be suitable for all 
abilities with plenty of rest 
points and is expected to last 
approximately 1 to 1.5 hrs. We 
will meet back at the Café for 
refreshments, a raffle and sale 
of Dog treats. All funds raised 
will be donated to Candy’s 
Hound’s Rescue International 
and Greyhound Protection UK. 
  There is no charge to attend 
but, if possible, a donation to 
t h e s e t w o w o n d e r f u l 
Greyhound rescues will be 
much appreciated. 
  G r e y h o u n d s a r e 
misunderstood by many – 
b e l i e v e d t o b e h i g h 
maintenance and needing lots 
of exercise; nothing could be 
further from the truth – they 
are known as 40mph couch 
potatoes for good reason!  
Instantly recognisable with 
t h e i r s l e e k n o b l e l o o k , 
g r e y h o u n d s h a v e c a l m 
temperaments and gentle 
natures.  Most are happy with 
just two twenty minute walks 
per day, but many are happy to 
do more. They are more 
adaptable than people realise 
and can suit many different 
l i f e s t y l e s a n d f a m i l y 
circumstances, some even 
l i v i n g w i t h s m a l l f u r r y 
animals.  
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF

07860 669350       07966 045012 

Certass Approved Installer
Local Tradesman Based in Highley

ashban94@hotmail.com
Ash: 07817 785245
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Call me now to find out more
07966 

366505

Are you thinking about Equity Release?

I’m Stephanie

ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION HARVEST 

AUCTION
It’s a major social event for 
those who like to pick up a 
bargain, share a good laugh and 
maybe the odd sip of ale. It’s 
the Royal British Legion’s 
Harvest Auction, due to start at 
7.30 on Friday, September 23rd 
with all proceeds going to the 
RBL local  branch’s welfare.
   Jim Hulme, the established 
star of the show for a long time, 
is due to be wielding the gavel 
as auctioneer . Come along and 
bring your smile - it’s a happy 
event.

STOTTESDON 
PARISH CHURCH

Chris Tibbitts reports on the 
“Past, Present and Future” 
Heritage Project.
With the bat survey work 
complete, we can report the 
(unsurprising, to the church 
cleaning team at least) ‘news’ 
that St Mary’s actually does 
have “bats in the belfry” and 
in the porch and in the 
chancel roof. Ecologist Nick 
confirmed individual, non-
breeding, ‘day roosts’ of 
common pipistrel le (1) , 

soprano pipistrells (<4) and 1 
long-eared bat. 
   As there is no ‘maternity 
colony’ and as our bats are 
common species, the planned 
roof repairs are permitted 
under the terms of the Low 
Impact Licence which we 
have obtained from Natural 
England, and mitigation 
m e a s u r e s s u c h a s t h e 
provision of three new bat 
boxes (for five years). The 
design for the roof works will 
have to be modified slightly 
to incorporate bat-friendly 
gaps in ridge tiles and the 
external stone walls. 
  Elsewhere on the site, 
contractor Mike Gammon 
has had a team of two 
stripping-out the wooden 
floors and kitchen units at 
the west end – in the 
Baptistry and Coffee area. 
   We knew about the dry rot 
here but the invasive fungus 
t u r n s o u t t o b e m o r e 
e x t e n s i v e t h a n e a r l i e r 
surveys suggested; so for 
now the area is ‘out of 
bounds’ to avoid spreading 
the spores, and for safety 
reasons (since there is now 

no f loor and the l ight 
switches are within the 
cordon!) we are limiting 
access to the building until 
the fungus is removed and 
the area treated. [Anyone with 
essential church business can, of 
course, call us 01746 718007 to 
discuss their specific access 
needs].  
  Apart from that, ‘behind the 
scenes preparation’ is almost 
comple te for the main 
roofing and stonework repair 
cont rac t to beg in . The 
installation of the north side 
external scaffolding will be 
complete by the time you 
read this, and work to 
remove sections of the old 
roof is likely to have started 
just after the August Bank 
Holiday, with working hours 
b e t w e e n 0 8 . 3 0 - 1 6 . 0 0 
(weekdays).

SILLY BITS 
   Patient in an Old Folks 
Homes: “I’m getting so old 
that my friends in Heaven 
will think I didn’t pass the 
entrance test.” 
   Same patient: “If  I stand 
up too suddenly, I feel 
dizzy. My daughter has to 
smoke two joints for that.” 
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Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

free access to our dentists’ surgeries
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STOTTESDON’S
WELCOMING

APPLE DAY
Here’s a good event to note in 
your diaries; the Stottesdon 
Apple Day on Sunday October 
8th. An opportunity to learn 
how important apple crops 
have been in the past, with the 
smallest of developed types on 
show; apples you’ve never 
heard of, here to see and 
m a y b e s a m p l e . W a d e 
Muggleton, famous for his 
knowledge, will be there to 
give answers and knowledge 
freely.
   It’s based on the Fighting 
Cocks pub, with displays of 
the many types, juice and 
cider making, apple recipes, 
apple cake and loads of 
activities for both children and 
their parents. If you have pear 
or apple trees in your garden, 
bring your fruit (windfalls too) 
with clean bottles and have 
fresh juice produced by the 
press that the community 
own. There’s a £5 donation 
asked, to help maintain the 
m i l l i n g a n d p r e s s i n g 
equipment.
   Admission to the event is 
free and the gates and doors 
will be open from 12.00 noon 
until 3.00. 

KINLET’S NEW 
VILLAGE NOTICE 

BOARD
Top marks for a local initiative 
here, with Kinlet Parish 
Council asking the Cleobury 
Men’s Shed if they could make 
a new notice board. With all 
that fine equipment and some 
skilled operators ready to 
show what can be done, it was 
the first commission the Shed 
had been given.

Shed committee chairman Pete 
Blackburn takes up the story:
   “One of our members, a 
retired carpenter, has drawn 
up a simple and clever design, 
and is giving guidance to 
other members including 
trustee Guy James who are 
making it. A coincidental twist 

to this story is another new 
member who happened to be 
from the Kinlet area, kindly 
donated some seasoned oak 
which we have cut down and 
used to make the solid english 
oak noticeboard. Oak is called 
‘ironwood’ for good reason so 
we bought a more aggressive 
ripsaw blade to do the cutting. 
Further recycling of left over 
ply donated by St Marys 
c h u r c h ( o l d p e w t o p s ) 
followed to make the back of 
the notice board. Surplus 
wood treatment in stock has 
meant the costs will be cork 
backing and the polycarbonate 
clear sheet to keep the weather 
out. 
   We expect to have it finished 
in August, resulting in a bit of 
f u n , r e c y c l i n g o f l o c a l 
materials, passing on new 
skills and hopefully a high 
quality new noticeboard for 
the community of Kinlet.”

THOSE SPPED SIGNS
Apologies - we were wrong. 
Those signs about new SPPED 
LIMITS at the eastern end of 
town are still there, a sharp 
e y e d o b s e r v e r a d v i s e s 
(identity protected, in case the 
Highway Protection Squad are 
after him)  One wonders, is an 
offence for speeding possible if 
done in a spped limit area?
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-
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ReƟrement Planning
Family & Business ProtecƟon

Wealth Management
Investments & Savings

Grainger Jones your local financial adviser
Grainger lives in Cleobury MorƟmer giving the residents 

and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.

An iniƟal consultaƟon is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

   tel: 07974 100089      email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk           website: www.meridenfp.co.uk

HIDDEN STORIES, 
OPEN DOORS

A national conference which 
aims to unlock the potential of 
churches as visitor attractions 
at a time when more people are 
choosing to holiday nearer 
home, is taking place in 
Shropshire in October. 
  Under the title Hidden Stories, 
Open Doors it will feature 
guest speakers, including TV 
presenter and archaeologist, 
Jules Hudson, and a leading 
expert on pilgrimage and 
church trails. The conference 
will mark the end of a three-
y e a r S h r o p s h i r e a n d 
Herefordshire-based project 
funded by the Heritage Fund. 
The Shrewsbury event will pass 
on lessons learned to churches 
across the country with the 
launch of the Church Tourism 
Resource Guide.
  Because of Covid, the project  
never ran according to plan but 
lots has been learned and a 
number of innovative ideas 
have been tested, so the 
Conference will be a huge 
feedback session with seminars 
and workshops as well as the 
main speakers. The whole 
event will be much better if you 
are there.
  Tuesday 11th October is the 
date, from 10am to 4.15pm and 
the place is just up the road 

with the main venue being 
S h r e w s b u r y A b b e y. T h e 
neighbouring United Reformed 
Church will provide space for 
workshops, seminars and 
lunch.  
   Speakers include Professor 
Catherine Clarke, who is 
Director of the Centre for the 
History of People, Place and 
Community. She is the creator 
of the long distance walk, cycle 
or drive St Thomas Way 
pilgrim route from Swansea to 
Hereford. Pilgrimages and 
trails for people are her thing!
  Raising awareness of churches 
in the rural landscape through 
the medium of television will 
be Jules Hudson, English 
archaeologist and television 
p r o d u c e r . H e l i v e s i n 
Herefordshire, is a regular 
presenter on 'Escape to the 
Country' which features the 
nearest church in each of the 
p l a c e s v i s i t e d b y t h e 
programme. He also presents 
on ‘Countryfile’.
   Promoting the potential of 
c h u r c h e s a s s u s t a i n a b l e 
community resources will be 
Becky Payne, who co-wrote the 
Crossing the Threshold Toolkit 
and the National Churches 
Trust Maintenance Booker.
  There is a choice of six 
seminars/workshops later. 
Subjects such as: happy visitors 
make generous visitors; how to 

put your church on the tourist 
map; telling your hidden 
stories; raising income from 
visitors; don’t forget the 
churchyard;  will be on offer  
all led by a range of people 
who know what they are 
talking about. The day ends 
with a question and answer 
session and includes time to 
meet other church tourism 
members.   
h t t p s : / /
discoverchurches.org.uk/  is 
t h e w e b s i t e f o r m o r e 
information.  
  The cost for the day is only 
£ 2 0 f o r S h r o p s h i r e a n d 
H e r e f o r d s h i r e C h u r c h e s 
Tourism Group members and 
£40 for other delegates. It 
includes refreshments and 
l u n c h . O n l i n e : k e y - n o t e 
speakers session is £10 and 
seminars are £5. It should be a 
good day out and a very 
convenient venue. I look 
forward to as many of you as 
p o s s i b l e c o m i n g a l o n g . 
Staycations are a trend set to 
grow in the next few years, so 
l e t ’ s g e t o u r s t u n n i n g 
Shropshire Churches up, 
running and very welcoming.
Anni Holden Calver,  
S e c r e t a r y o f S h r o p s h i r e 
Churches Tourism Group 
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

What can a Nutritionist help with?What can a Nutritionist help with?
Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more

Visit www.eatyourselfbetter.co.uk to find out more or book a free mini consultation to see what I can do to help you. 07790521636
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

ROCK PATHFINDERS
September’s walks with this 
w e l l o r g a n i s e d a n d 
enthusiastic group:
  Thursday the 1st at 10.30, 
gather at Brown Clee Hill 
Picnic Area, off the B4364 at 
Cleobury North. WV16 6TB.
  Thursday the 15th. Start at 
10.00, from Button Oak Inn, 
Button Oak, Bewdley. DY12 
3AQ.
   For more details, visit 
www.rockpathfinders.uk. Or 
ring Alan 01299 400304,

THE FOOTPATH 
ASSOCIATION

The last Walking for Health 
Awayday of 2022 is on 
September 14th. Starting at 
Blackstone Car Park we will 
walk along the bank of the 
River Severn to Bewdley and 
b a c k .  T h e w a l k i s 
approximately two10.00  
Walking for Health miles 
with options for both a short 
o r s l o w e r w a l k . T h e 
refreshment stop will be in 
Bewdley at the Museum Cafe.  
Please meet at the Love Lane 
Car Park for 10am departure.  
Car sharing will be available 
f o r p e o p l e r e q u i r i n g 

transport. If anyone wishes to 
make their own way please 
be there for 10.20am.  The 
second walk for September is 
on the 28th start ing at 
10.00am outside the Market 
Hall as usual.
   After the footpath clearance 
during July, repair work was 
back on the agenda for the 
w o r k p a r t y i n A u g u s t .   
Repairs were made to the 
bridge over the stream near 
Cleanlyseat Farm and also to 
the steps leading from the 
bridge up Workhouse Bank. 
Even though it had rained 
heavily overnight a pickaxe 
was very useful as the ground 
is so hard.  This is a very 
popular path and erosion on 
the steep bank could be a 
problem.  Maintaining the 
steps ensures this section is 
safe for walkers, secures the 
ground and protects the 
surrounding vegetation.
   CMFA members travelled to 
Hartlebury for their August 
walk.  It was a six mile 
generally level circular walk 
finishing with lunch at a 
nearby pub.  If anyone feels 
tempted to join one of the 
Social Walks they are open to 

visitors and contact details 
can be found on our website.
   On Sunday September 4th 
the Parish Walk is based on 
the CMFA leaflet walk 14, A 
Walk in Three Parishes.  Join 
us for a couple of hours to 
enjoy a relaxing walk around 
Cleobury Mortimer.  These 
walks are open to all, young, 
old, families, dogs…….. If 
you are new to Cleobury this 
is a good way to get to know 
the countryside of this lovely 
part of the world.
   Walking during the extreme 
heat of this Summer has not 
a l w a y s b e e n t h e m o s t 
pleasant pastime.  We sought 
out paths near the rivers and 
streams of the area.  These 
routes together with the 
wonderful nearby Wyre 
Forest meant we could enjoy 
a hike with shade and cool 
water nearby.  I expect in true 
British fashion as the weeks 
pass we will begin to hear 
complaints of the cold and 
wet weather!!!!!
   CMFA activities are on our 
website www.cmfa.co.uk and 
also on Facebook.

   Veronica Hargreaves
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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September  in the Wyre Forest                                                       Linda Iles

The pools and streams of the forest are its 
lifelines. During this summer’s droughts 
the water in them has dwindled to 
shockingly low levels and the water table 
has dropped so far that there has not been 
enough moisture in the soil to support all 
of the plant life which depends on it. 
Some of the little trees planted in recent 
winters have succumbed and even well-
established trees have lost branches or 
even fallen entirely. Everywhere you can 
see premature signs of autumn: leaves 
changing colour and dropping. It has 
been noticeable too that some plants have 
stopped flowering early to conserve 
moisture and that many forest rides have 
recently been empty of the butterflies 
which should have been feeding on 
bramble flowers.
   Fortunately the farm pond has hung on, 
though with a much-reduced level and 
some very green water! The water 
boatmen were as numerous and active as 
ever, hunting their prey from under the 
air-water interface and hanging upside 
down to breathe air through their 
abdomens. 
   Dragonflies have been frequent visitors. 
There are two species that visit to hunt 
smaller flying prey and court their mates. 
The earliest to appear in the summer is 
the Broad-bodied libellula: the male with 
a broad blue abdomen, the female brown. 
The larger and faster Southern Hawker 
dragonfly is often a slightly later arrival 
but one which one can’t fail to notice. The 
male has a beautiful green and blue body,  
and will charge up and down the pond 
with wings going full tilt. If another male 
or another species is around there will be 

an aerial altercation. The female’s arrival 
will bring the male immediately to join 
her in flight. During mating (usually on a 
handy lily leaf) the male grasps the 
female with his tail just behind her head, 
and they will often fly off joined in that 
way while the female dips her tail in the 
water to lay her eggs on water plants.

The Southern Hawker dragonfly male .
Photo by Nigel Stone.

   The season could bring a good crop of 
mushrooms and toadstools. I say this 
because a period of heavy rain after dry 
weather usually stimulates the growth of 
the variously-shaped and coloured 
fruiting bodies which we see on the forest 
floor and out in the meadows. The greater 
part of the organism consists of a network 
of fungal threads called hyphae growing 
through the soil, dead wood and leaves 
(and often visible if you turn over a 
rotting log or clump of dead leaves). It 
remains to be seen whether the prolonged 
drought has had a detrimental effect on 
their growth but the fungi, like the rest of 
the natural world, are remarkably 
tenacious and will recover quickly if 
conditions are right.
Linda Iles
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BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote
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Philip Dunne’s 
Letter from Westminster

A Great British Summer in South 
Shropshire

The summer has seen South Shropshire at 
its best, but also at its hottest on record. 
As I write we still await rain in August 
after a virtually dry July.

   The last hot summer which comes 
anywhere close was 1976, which I 
remember as the summer of my A-Levels, 
attempting to revise while lying in the 
sun. Not a good combination.
   But this summer I have enjoyed getting 

back out around the constituency, 
attending local events, visiting businesses 
large and small and speaking to 
constituents across our market towns
 and villages.
   After two summers with events 
postponed and so many business and 
community staples of the area forced to 
close, it has given us all the opportunity 
to appreciate what great things go on  
within our communities.

   I have been busy during the 
Parliamentary Recess, not least focussing 
on NHS and social care pressures.

   I also arranged a Conservative 
Leadership candidate meeting at Ludlow 
Racecourse attended by 400 members.

   But it has also been great to attend 
some favourite South Shropshire events, 
including the Burwarton Show, which as 
usual showed the best of our county’s 
rural economy and agricultural skills.

   I co-chaired a meeting with Severn 
Trent Water to help progress their plans 
to help the River Teme achieve water 
bathing quality status around Ludlow 

within the next few years. I have 
campaigned strongly to improve our 
waterways and am encouraged by the 
pilot scheme launched by Severn Trent 
here in South Shropshire.
   I have met some wonderful new 
charities, including the Men’s Shed in 
Cleobury Mortimer who support men 
who enjoy coming together through DIY, 
and Severn Valley Rescue which provides 
therapy through caring for rescue 
animals. I have also been meeting local 
groups hosting Ukrainian refugees 
around South Shropshire.

  The Bishops Castle Food Bank is 
another excellent example of our 
community supporting people at what is 
a difficult time of rising energy costs and 
shopping bills.
   I have resumed my regular surgeries 

around the constituency during the 
summer and have been following up on 
the casework my team and I have been 
working on, chasing responses.
   I am pleased that my hardworking 
team are taking well-deserved breaks 
before we return to Parliament next 
week, where we shall be met by a new 
Prime Minister.
   As ever, I welcome news and updates 

from around the constituency and try to 
attend local events whenever I can.
   Enjoy the sunshine if we get an Indian 

summer, but if not, we know we also 
need some decent rain!

   Philip Dunne
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Bayton Church of England Primary School 
 

 - Be the best you can be, as a child of God -  

                       
Rated “Outstanding” in our latest SIAMs inspection (March 2018)

– – – – – – – –
 

“We offer an alternative and unique Primary 

come and visit us.”

–

Type to enter text
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01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

A LIBERAL DEMOCRAT VIEW
A long time ago I bought my first house, near 
Cleobury Mortimer. I was in my second year of 
teaching and I had saved up the modest deposit 
in a year. The cottage cost exactly 2 ½ times my 
annual salary. Coincidentally, the same cottage, 
albeit with some improvements, came on the 
market recently for £235,000. A starting salary 
for a teacher in this area is now around £26,000 
so the ratio is now 9 times annual salary.  
   In 1960, the average first-time buyer was just 
23 years old, paying a deposit of £595 on their 
first home, the equivalent of £12,738 today.  
Now the average age of a first-time buyer is 33. 
So what is driving the change? Inflation, of 
course, but other factors are too:
  1) Housing Supply. Despite optimistic forecasts 
the government and builders have not met their 
targets. Fewer houses means more competition, 
driving prices higher.
  2) Buy to let. The scheme, begun in 1996, gave 
generous allowances for intending landlords, 
many of whom created portfolios of multiple 
properties. In 2015 measures to make the 
scheme less attractive were introduced but the 
number of properties continues to rise: 8.7 
million is the latest figure.
  3) Foreign ownership. London, the place that 
drives the UK market, in 2021 had £59.3 billion 
pounds of housing owned by foreigners.
  4) The right to buy.  The scheme, introduced in 
1980, was very popular with council house 
tenants but, because councils were not 
permitted to reinvest the receipts in new stock, 
this sector has shrunk from 6 ½ million homes in 
1980 to 2 million today.
  5) Population expansion. Since 1960 the UK 
population has increased from around 52 
million to nearly 68 million.

  Though we long-term houseowners could 
congratulate ourselves on sitting on an 
increasing asset, it is no consolation to our 
children and grandchildren, who will find it 
more difficult to get on the housing ladder..
  The housing crisis, I believe, is one 
consequence of short-term planning by 
governments. In my view, this and other 
problems (the NHS springs to mind) will only 
be resolved with a change to the voting system.  
But that’s a topic for another article.
David Gaukroger – Chairman, Ludlow Liberal 
Democrats.     gaukrogerdavid1@gmail.com

TEME WHEELS
Teme Wheels is a registered charity, celebrating 
its first year as a community transport 
organisation in the Teme Valley and borderlands 
area with a range of services including transport 
to hospitals and other medical appointments, 
shopping, hairdressers, social activities and 
personal business.
   Teme Wheels has an electric vehicle, fully 
wheelchair accessible and has already been in 
regular use around the area.  Wheelchair bound 
passengers can be transported without having 
to move from their wheelchairs, making their 
trip much  more comfortable.

From June we’ve introduced a weekly service 
to Cleobury Mortimer from Tenbury Wells, 
through Newnham Bridge, Mamble, Clows Top, 
Badgers Walk, Bayton and on to Cleobury. It 
departs Tenbury Wells at 0930 each Wednesday 
and arrives in Cleobury Mortimer around 1020.  
Cleobury residents can use the service when it 
departs for Tenbury at
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413
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Chris Kippin’s Remarkable Week (and a bit) Walk

Made it! 233miles and still smiling. All to help restore 
the Saint Mary’s church tower and both its ancient 

clock and supporting framework.
Chris Kippin is one of those modest men who 
talk quietly, act positively and get very good 
results. There’s something of the whippet in his 
appearance, slim and easy moving, used to 
covering distances on foot or bicycle. Damned 
fit, that’s for sure.

   His latest fund raising effort, in support of the 
restoration and repair work on the church tower, 
clock, and supporting frame, took him from 
Bristol to Land’s End. 233 miles in eleven days, 
all on foot with just a backpack to carry his 
needs. No support team, one pair of decent 
shoes and a fair knowledge of his route to cover 
233 miles. He’s meticulous in his record keeping, 
logging 72.and a half hours of walking time, 
which gives an average speed of just over three 
miles an hour.

   So was his route on normal roads, or more 
picturesque country footpaths? Simply normal 
roads, with or without footpaths. “I definitely 
needed to watch my step,” he explains. “The rule 
for walking on roads is to keep to the right, 
facing oncoming traffic, and to always walk on 
the outside of curves and corners.” He’s a 
member of the Long Distance Walkers’ 
Association and once did the journey from 
central London to Oxford overnight; that would 
have tested his safe walking skills, not to 

mention eyesight and stamina. He’s dismissive 
of such a walk compared with those who did the 
same trek long ago in 1737.

   He was fortunate in the weather, scheduling a 
period that fell between the two extremely hot 
spells we saw in the high summer. July 25th to 
August 3rd was a good choice, stopping at bed 
and breakfast places of varying quality, including 
one that didn’t serve an evening meal. 

   He bought a new pair of boots and a 
waterproof poncho that would protect him and 
backpack if it really tuned wet. It didn’t; there 
was rain on the first morning and just one period 
of wetness for the rest of the journey. He did 
develop a blister on one foot and dressed the 
offender with fresh plasters every day. Retire 
hurt? The man is clearly made of sterner stuff.

   He is also a very interesting man to talk to. He 
explains that work on the tower could not start 
until tests had been made to confirm the floor 
was strong enough to support the staircase that 
will provide easy access for bell-ringers and any 
engineer needing to work on the clock. As 
secretary of the Parochial Church Council and 
joint Tower Captain of the bell-ringers, he knows 
what needs to be done and how much it is likely 
to cost to keep this central landmark in our 
community in good working order. Even if you’re 
not a churchgoer, it’s good for the town’s 
reputation that such an historic building is 
watched over by people prepared to give time 
and effort to keep it in good working order.

   A good example of Chris’s friendly manner is 
this letter sent out to those who pledged 
support:

“Thank you for agreeing to sponsor me in aid of 
our tower project (clock restoration, staircase 
installation and bell frame painting), St Mary’s 
Church is very grateful for your support.The best 
way for you to send me your sponsorship is by 
bank transfer to my personal account:

Sort code 56-00-13
Account number: 22573429
Account name: Robert C Kippin
Some of you may already have these bank 
details from my  previous sponsored cycle rides.
I will then remit money to our church treasurer in 
larger amounts periodically, which saves her 
having to account for lots of payments.
If it’s more convenient for you to send me a 
cheque, which will be necessary if you’re using a 
CAF account or similar, my address is The Old 

Telephone Exchange, The Hurst, Cleobury 

Mortimer, Shropshire, DY14 8EG.
Thank you again for your generosity. 
Chris.”



Cleobury Clarion September 2022 Page 30

Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy
fully licenced by Shropshire Council

visit our website: www.purrrfectcaƩery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcaƩery.co.uk
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SAINT JOHN’S 
DODDINGTON

We have begun to organise an 
event for each month and in 
September, we are holding 
two!.On Saturday September, 
10th, come and cheer us on as 
we take part in Ride and Stride. 
Our church will be open for 
visitors from churches all over 
S h r o p s h i r e a s t h e y g e t 
sponsored to visit as many 
churches as they can in the day, 
but we are staying closer to 
home and using our new path 
t o r a i s e s p o n s o r s h i p b y 
travelling its length in a variety 
of ways. We’re hoping to 
include all ages, with joggers, 
jugglers, dancers… and the 
Churchwarden will be going “3 
steps forward, 2 steps back” as 
many times as she can in an 
hour! There’ll be refreshments 
all day for visitors, participants 
and cheerers-on. If you would 
like to join us, take part, or 
sponsor someone, let us us 
know so we can give you more 
details, but you can just turn up 
on the day and see what is 
happening when you arrive. 
   Our annual Harvest Service 
and tea will be on Sunday  
September 25th and we have a 
special speaker joining us from 
Caring for God’s Acre (CfGA) to 
talk about their work and the 
importance of churchyards for 
wildlife; St John’s has been 
c h o s e n a s o n e o f t h e 
churchyards for their Opening 
the Ark project over the coming 
months, so do come to hear 
more about CfGA and what 
makes our churchyards special. 
The 3.00pm service will be 
followed as usual by a tea at the 
Village Hall with Auction of 
Produce, this year in aid of the 
local Foodbank. Our other 
service this month is on 4th 

September a t 11am – a l l 
welcome. For up to date news 
f o l l o w u s o n F a c e b o o k : 
@StJohnsDoddington, or check 
o u r w e b s i t e : : 
www.achurchnearyou.com/
c h u r c h / 1 0 5 0 5 / E m a i l : 
stjohnsdoddington@gmail.com 
Celia Gibb 01584 318036

TEA SENSE
“In order to be remembered, 
leave nothing behind but love.” 
Anon, but seen in a mint teabag 
advert in America.
   Also from America: “Women 
are like teabags; you never 
know how strong they are until 
they’re put in hot water.” 
Attributed to Eleanor Roosevelt.

LOST CAT - REWARD 
OFFERED

This is Charlie Cat, a Maine 
Coon Brown Tabby who needs 
his prescription food for Kidney 
Crystals as soon as possible. He 
was last seen on August 4th in 
Cleobury, where his address is 
DY14 0ND. He may have 
travelled in a delivery vehicle.
   If you’ve seen him or have any 
news about his whereabouts, 
please contact Erica Lamont on 
07379 082232arrika@gmail.com 
or call Animal Tracker on 01279 
219777 and quote referenced 
34897.
   A reward for ChaRlie’s 
recovery is offered.

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS - EARLY 

NOTICE OF WHAT’S 
COMING

24 September – The Duke
 In 1961, Kempton Bunton, a 60-

year-old taxi driver, stole Goya’s 
p o r t r a i t o f t h e D u k e o f 
Wellington from the National 
Gallery in London.  It was the 
first (and remains the only) theft 
i n t h e G a l l e r y ’ s h i s t o r y. 
Kempton sent ransom notes 
saying that he would return the 
painting on condition that the 
government invested more in 
care for the elderly - he had long 
campaigned for pensioners to 
receive free television.  What 
happened next became the stuff 
of legend.  Only 50 years later 
did the full story emerge - 
Kempton had spun a web of 
lies.  The only truth was that he 
was a good man, determined to 
change the world and save his 
marriage - how and why he 
used the Duke to achieve that is 
a wonderfully uplifting tale, 
starring Helen Mirren and Jim 
Broadbent
Saturday 15 October – Elvis

F r o m O s c a r - n o m i n a t e d 
v i s i o n a r y f i l m m a k e r B a z 
Luhrmann comes Warner Bros. 
Pictures' drama Elvis, starring 
Austin Butler and Oscar winner 
Tom Hanks. The film explores 
the life and music of Elvis 
Presley (Butler), seen through 
the prism of his complicated 
relationship with his enigmatic 
manager, Colonel Tom Parker 
(Hanks). The story delves into 
the complex dynamic between 
Presley and Parker spanning 
over 20 years, from Presley's rise 
to fame to his stardom, against 
the backdrop of the evolving 

cultural landscape.
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Current Vacancies
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Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 
funeral flowers 

Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

  
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

Painter/Decorator
Christine Smith
Friendly, local, female 
professional. Any job 
considered: including 
Indoor/outdoor, walls, 
windows and doors, wallpaper 
& preparation. DBS checked.
Fairly priced. Free quotes. 
Call: 07977296335
E: clsartcontact@gmail.com

CARTERER’R’S ANTIQUESESS

We are looking to purchase all manner of 
anƟques, jewellery, coins, medals 

and curiosiƟes.

For a free valuaƟons kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792

Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com
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A small local business.

I am a qualified lawyer with over 30 
years experience offering a personal 
and approachable service. 

I undertake specialist will drafting, 
lasting powers of attorney, deputyship 
applications and probate. 

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email mandy@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address The Old Snuff Mill Warehouse, Park Lane, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2EL
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

Hollywaste Holiday Lets
Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) coƩage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury MorƟmer. Fully equipped kitchen, 

open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC.  Includes Freesat and fast WiFi.  There are enclosed & open 
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beauƟful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
StaycaƟons, Pamper weekends , ShooƟng weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends, 

Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!
If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and Ɵme frame.

Tel: 07962 151322  Email: hollywasteholidaylets@gmail.com FB: hƩps://www.facebook.com/HollywasteHolidayCoƩage

Website: hƩps://hollywasteholidaylets.squarespace.com for more informaƟon
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 Local Campaign  -  The Manor House

Welcome to the August update on the Manor House 
and welcome to our new subscribers who have 
joined us in the last two months. The word is 
spreading and more of us in Cleobury are taking an 
interest in the state of the Manor House in its 
prominent position in the High Street.  So here we 
go with an update on what’s been happening over 
the early summer months.
  We received a report from one of the adjoining 
properties at the lower side of the House in Eagle 
Lane.  Without going into the depth of the report, it 
was an account of assistance offered last year, to the 
owner Mr Iqbal, to protect some mature trees from 
being choked by Ivy.  In carrying out this voluntary 
work, the neighbour had the assistance of a retired 
Chartered Surveyor who noted significant 
degradation of the fabric at the rear of the building 
and expressed the opinion that this needed urgent 
attention to prevent possible further damage from 
foliage or even water ingress.
  We have attempted to engage with the 
Conservation Officer at Shropshire Local Planning 
Authority who has the power to require the owner 
to make any necessary repairs required or attend to 
any matters affecting the condition of the building. 
So far this has fallen on deaf ears and the only 
response we have had is that the building was 
inspected between two and three years ago and 
would not be considered further, usually over a 
period of no less than every four or five years.  
This is an unacceptable position for a building with 
an important Grade II* listing as the owners have a 
legal obligation to preserve the property. We have 
submitted the evidence to Shropshire Council in the 
report mentioned above. Additionally we met with 
Philip Dunne our local MP and toured the front and 
side of the building to illustrate the very poor 
condition and Mr Dunne has agreed to talk to 
Shropshire Council Conservation Office to raise our 
case in the hope that more proactive action will be 
forthcoming.
  Mr Dunne and our two local County Councillors, 
Simon Harris and Gwilym Butler are all in 
agreement that this situation is unacceptable.
  Since the owner is unsurprisingly silent, there is 
always the opportunity for rumours to be started 
and do the rounds. Such rumours, while always 
getting some traction, are only just that, rumours!
The land bordering the Manor House to the left is 
known as 15b High Street and is owned by Mr 

Fredrick Morris, but Hollywoods Fencing who 
rented the land were ordered to vacate and this has 
just happened. Contractors went in almost 
immediately and cut away to some extent all the 
brush and overgrowth on the plot of land.  This 
suggests the whole plot could be offered for sale or 
development. There is no evidence of a Planning 
Application at this stage, but we will follow any 
applications that come into the public domain and 
report back.
  Neither is there any current evidence that Mr 
Iqbal’s company Marchaven Homes, the actual 
owners of the Manor House, are bidding to buy the 
land next door at 15b High Street. Marchaven 
Homes publish annual accounts at Companies 
house which are in the public domain and the last 
report dated September 2021 shows that the 
company is not solvent although the Director, Mr 
Iqbal states he has undisclosed reserves to maintain 
the company.
  Questions are being asked about whether this 
property is classed as a business or a private 
residence and we have asked for a statement from 
the Town Council to confirm what the classification 
is for the purpose of taxation. Indeed we would like 
to understand if any rates are being levied on the 
property.  This is a complex issue which we intend 
to try and investigate further.
  It is our desire to try and gain photographic 
evidence of the rear of the property in support of 
our actions with the Conservation Officer and the 
classification of the building is important in this 
matter. As a private residence the owner has some 
right of privacy, but as Business property the rights 
are somewhat different. We hope to update you 
with this in due course.
   In the meantime, we continue to pursue whatever 
avenues are available to us with the sole objective 
of seeing this grand property brought back to sit 
with pride in our lovely town.
   We would encourage as much support for this as 
possible and the more subscribers we have to this 
cause, and our news letters, the stronger our voice 
will be. Please tell your friends and neighbours that 
the information we have is freely available on our 
web pages which includes a subscription option for 
new members as well.  www.themanorhouse.info
Thank you for reading and thank you for your 
support.
From Save The Manor House Team.
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CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS! 

Friendly Staff, and a great range of stock with prices to match! 
If you need it, and you want it! We’ve probably got it! 
Pop inside before you pop online!  
18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer 
Tel: 01299 489590 
Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com 

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS 
Keep up to date with the latest products!

Rachel Siddall  DipCFHP, MPSPract

Footcare in the privacy of your own 
home:

Nail trimming
Ingrowing toenails
Corn removal
Thickening nails
Callus reducƟon 
Verruca treatment 
DiabeƟc foot care

Foot Health
PracƟƟoner

07478 007913
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St Mary’s Cleobury Mortimer

–
–

–
–

–
–

St Michael and All Angels’, Hopton Wafer

–

–
–

St George’s, Milson

–
–

St Mary’s, Neen Savage

–
–

All Saints’, Neen Sollars

–
–

–

‘Drop in at St Mary’s’  
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

♦

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

♦
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Simon Morton   

Frank
I recently made a new friend. From the 

very beginning, I knew this was not a 

friendship destined to last - it was only 

ever going to be a momentary thing - 

but nonetheless, it was good to bump 

into my new acquaintance each day in 

the garden. No matter how mundane - 

from putting out the bins to watering the 

pots - my new chum was always there, 

and we’d take time to enjoy a chat.

Granted, the chats were a little one-

sided, primarily because my new friend 

was a homing pigeon. We never 

formally agreed on a name for him, but 

for the purposes of this column, we’ll 

call him Frank. It appears that Frank had 

either got lost or just couldn’t be 

bothered to continue the journey back 

home, so he decided to stop off at our 

place. 

I don’t think anybody told Frank that he 

was a pigeon. He acted more like a cat, 

watching me from a short distance most 

of the time and perking up as soon as 

there was any sign of food. At these 

close quarters, I could spot the rings 

dangling just above his feet (or should 

that be claws? Talons?), and I suddenly 

understood why he was such good 

company - he was someone’s pet. 

Someone somewhere was wondering 

where the hell Frank had got to. 

That someone could be local. Perhaps 

Frank had just done the short flight from 

The Stable Tavern to our back garden, or 

he could just as easily be from 

somewhere further afield. A quick 

Google showed that your average 

homing pigeon can fly over a thousand 

miles before they start to think of 

themselves as particularly adventurous. 

They’re also blindingly quick - fifty to 

ninety miles per hour is an acceptable 

cruising speed in the pigeon world.

So Frank - bobbing his head around as I 

brush the patio down - could be from 

Cleobury, Cleethorpes or Cleto (a small 

town in Southern Italy - Google yet 

again comes to the rescue in my search 

for alliteration), and there seems no way 

of finding out for certain. While he’s 

tame, Frank and I never got to the point 

in our relationship where I could pick 

him up and have a proper mooch at 

those fancy anklets of his. It wasn’t that 

kind of friendship. Wherever he hails 

from, I imagine there will be someone 

wondering where the hell he’s got to.

Inevitably Frank has moved on. It’s a bit 

like ‘The Littlest Hobo’ (if you don’t 

know what that is, ask your parents - 

you’re in for a treat); he made his 

presence felt, spread a little joy, and now 

he’s ready to move on.

Farewell Frank - safe travels.

Simon Morton
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A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing

*Bathrooms

*Hot water cylinders

*Central heaƟng

*OŌec approved

*Oil boilers

*Servicing

*Power flushing

Call Today: 07565 181554

3/4 Snooker Table 
with cues, rest, score board 

 and balls. 
£100.00 or near offer 

Call Lin on 
07432589093

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

TERRY HENDERSEN
The news of Terry’s sudden 
death ran through the town 
like a shock wave. He’d been 
working on a Friday, helping a 
relative with a job up a ladder 
at a cottage and fell. It is not 
clear at the time of writing if he 
suffered an aneurism and fell, 
or had the aneurism because of 
the shock of falling. He was 
helicoptered to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, where he 
was treated, but on Saturday 
he passed away.
   Stourport born and the oldest 
child in a large family, he 
courted and married Sue more 
than 50 years ago, living in 
Cleobury most of that time. 
They had three sons, David, 
Mark and Kevin, who in turn 
gave them six grandchildren. 
Our sympathy goes to all of 
them on such a sad loss.
   He’ll be remembered in the 
town as the electrician you 
went to for a thorough and 
reliable job, who said little and 
never wasted time on idle talk. 
An avid Wolves fan, he was 81 
and had only recently agreed 
to retire. A thoroughly decent 
man, respected by all who 
knew him, who will be deeply 
missed.

THE FAR FOREST 
COUNTRY SHOW

It was good to see this popular 
local show back and enjoying 
strong sunshine; too strong for 
one sweet trader, whose stock 
suffered in the extreme heat 
and he had to withdraw. 
   Though the dog show and 
pony rides had to be cancelled 
in the interest of animal 
welfare, in the main marquee 
there was a sense of stepping 
back in time because of the 
l o v e l y b u n t i n g w h i c h 
decorated the seating area.

The collection of fine silverware 
that attracted entries to the 

horticultural marquee.
   Entertainment throughout 
both days was continuous. In 
the main arena the Quack 
Pack, Ferret Racing, Zennor’s 
Dancers and Cleobury and 

T e n b u r y T o w n b a n d s 
d e l i g h t e d . T h i s w a s 
s u p p l e m e n t e d b y l i v e 
entertainment from the music 
stage and talks on foraging, 
hop growing, Nature of Wyre 
and St Georges Farm in the 
Home and Garden Theatre.
   The opportunity to meet and 
greet creatures less common in 
the UK such as meercats, 
snakes, spiders and hissing 
cockroaches proved very 
popular as did the tractor rides 
around the periphery of the 
s i t e p r o v i d e d b y t h e 
indefatigable Tony Pain.
  Children and adults alike 
were surprised to be engaged 
in conversation by a cute 
looking animated figure on a 
bike. I had a short conversation 
about the weather with the 
little chap but have no idea 
how it was done. Thanks to 
Animated Magical Moments 
for the experience.
   Late on Sunday, a tired band 
of volunteers sat down to a 
celebratory fish and chip 
supper and began to reflect on 
the weekend. The show was 
very well received by visitors 
and traders alike with many 
commenting that next year’s 
dates are already in their 
diaries.
Report by John Guy and JR
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

“Forest schools”

Hi everyone, don’t forget that we 
are still collecting soft toys and 
teddies to be sent to the less 

fortunate.
So drop them off in Market Hall 

please.
Many thanks for your help.

Collections4charities.com 07976307889
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MRS GRUMPY

So, Lloyds have finally pulled the plug on the 
Cleobury branch after over 100 years. I expect 
that those of you who are customers will have 
had the letter. Shame there are so many 
inaccuracies in it. The last time I looked, central 
Ludlow was over 12 miles away and Kiddy at 
least that. Perhaps they have used the distance 
as the crow flies (note to Lloyds – we have to 
take the bus) or they have used Nautical Miles  
which are 6080 feet instead of 5280 which might 
explain the discrepancy. Apart from that, they 
still call the Londis shop 'Butlers' which it 
hasn't been badged for some years and speak of 
the availability of their cash machine (another 
note to Lloyds – this hasn't been in use for years 
and will be physically removed shortly). Still, 
never mind, there is always the Post Office – or 
would be if they operated reliable hours and 
didn't just open when they feel like it...
   Still, apart from those minor issues, spot on. A 
cynical person (not me obviously) might think 
that this was cobbled together years ago by 
using a standard template and just inserting the 
appropriate branch name. Just shows what can 
be achieved in terms of reducing visitor 
numbers when you restrict opening hours as 
well as slashing the type and number of 
services available at the branch. However, I 
note the expensive TV ads still use the slogan 
'By your side' but only if you have very good 
eyesight and ignore the curvature of the Earth.
  More snowflakery...York Dungeon has opened 
a carriage ride named after Dick Turpin, the 
well known Highwayman, only to be greeted 
by parents complaining that the word 'Dick' 
was offensive. They wanted it renamed 
'Richard'  (note to parents: he was always called 
Dick).To their credit, bosses have said that the 
name will stay.
  You may remember the case of the teenager 
who spent a couple of nights in a Spanish cell 
after sending a Snapchat message saying he 
was a Taliban member who was going to blow 
up the plane he was travelling on. As a result, it 
was diverted to the nearest airport escorted by 

fighter jets causing major disruption and 
expense. Turns out he played chess for England 
which just supports my theory that you can 
have a brain the size of a planet but it's no 
substitute for common sense...
  After a period of dry weather we are 
threatened with hosepipe bans, not helped by 
the fact that not a single new reservoir has been 
built in the last thirty years. Obviously it's all 
our fault for actually using water but what 
about the treated water that never gets as far as 
our taps?. Recently published figures show that 
Severn Trent is the second worst performer in 
the leaks table, losing an average of nearly 450 
million litres per day over the last three years. 
On average, the amount lost through leaks 
every day by the water companies is enough to 
supply nearly 80% of UK homes. Obviously 
leaks can never be stopped entirely but surely 
more could be done to reduce them. But it's not 
all take and no give as  now we have had some 
rain, rivers and coastlines across England are 
being flooded with raw sewage mixed with 
rainwater resulting in a number of beaches 
being closed. So, to sum up, they can't cope 
with dry weather and they can't cope with wet 
weather but they can pay their (mostly foreign) 
owners £30 billion in dividends since 
privatisation not to mention multi million pay 
packages for their bosses (nearly £4 million in 
the case of Severn Trent). How much would 
they be worth if their businesses actually 
worked properly?. Clearly a victory for some, if 
not us.
  Worcestershire Council have announced that 
they have resurfaced 120 miles of road in the 
County in the last accounting period and from 
what I have seen, these are proper tarmac 
surfaces rather than cheapo tar and chippings. I 
wonder what the figure for Shropshire is and 
will try to find out. Still, they have finally 
repaired the potholes in Tenbury Road shortly 
before English Heritage gave them Grade 2 
status as an ancient monument site.          AJG
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E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

    

 

Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
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THE CLARION SOCIAL CALENDAR

’

’ –
’

’
“ “

’

LOOKING FORWARD TO OCTOBER…….

AND A REMINDER ABOUT THESE REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS…..

Drop in at St Mary’s Church to 
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....

Family run business of 30 years, call us for a free no 
obligaƟon quote

Finance available, buy now and pay later

5 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Phone: 01562 822855 – Email: sales@twshq.com
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email  admin@lacon childe.org.uk

the future begins here
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds
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Cleobury Community Hub 
Coffee Shop, Climb61, Youth Events   

   Mondays - 9:30am - 8pm 
	 Tuesdays - 9:30am - 9pm  

	     Fridays - 9:30am - 5:30pm 

What an awesome summer we have had! Throughout the summer holidays we have been 
open for regular coffee shop and climbing plus…

- Two 3 day holiday clubs that were attended with an average of 21 children each day. 

- We have had a fun day with 174 people coming through the doors, enjoying a free bbq, 

climbing, soft play and games. 

- We have also taken 7 young people to a Christian Festival called Limitless at 

Staffordshire Showground where there were 4000 other young people. There was so 
much for them to do and get involved in, lots of dancing, sports activities and making 
new friends as well as so much more. 


Now that August is over, we cannot wait for what the new academic year brings. 



Focus on… IBD Support Group - 1st Tuesday of the month 7:30pm-9pm


 

Mondays - Rock Tots, Kids Climbing Club, Youth Climbing Club, Coffee Shop, Soft Play,                             
	      Climb61 Bouldering. 

Tuesdays - Coffee Shop, Climb61 Bouldering, Soft Play 
Wednesdays - Hub Youth (alternate weeks) 
Thursdays - Hub Youth (alternate weeks), Ladies Night (8th Sept) 

Fridays - Coffee Shop, Climb61 Bouldering, Soft Play 

Climb61 August Session Times - To book: www.smyp.org.uk 
Mondays   9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2:15pm-3:45pm, 4pm-5:30pm, 
	 	 5:45pm-7:15pm, 7:30pm-9pm 
Tuesdays - 9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2:15pm-3:45pm, 4pm-5:30pm, 
	 	 5:45pm-7:15pm, 7:30pm-9pm 
Fridays -   9:30am-11am, 11:15am-12:45pm, 2pm-3:30pm  

Open to people with Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease, their family and 
friends.  

A place to share knowledge/ 
personal experience and support in 
an informal setting. 

Don’t forget our regular activities:



Cleobury Clarion  September 2022 Page 54

                                                                        

CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.
Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

                                                         

Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
Re poinƟng & Chimney Repairs
Fascias & GuƩering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long lasƟng, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern, 
giving extra light to your room starƟng from as liƩle as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274
Www.onestop roofing.co.uk
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com

Family business est. 35 years.
All repair work undertaken



Cleobury Clarion  September 2022 Page 55

Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 
 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 

www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 
Telephone: 01299 841210 

 

KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News
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Let’s Beat the Scammers                                                                      Nigel Reid

 With the hot weather and Bank Holiday 
mayhem behind us now, our focus is on who 
the next Prime Minister will be and what 
priorities for a newly formed Cabinet will take 
precedence. Cost of living, inflation and the 
squeeze on our money will all be at the 
forefront of everyone’s thinking, sadly including 
the scammers operating all over the world and 
of ten apparent ly f ree from most law 
enforcement agencies. To date the top 5 
scams that we are seeing in the UK are mainly 
operating over Social Media and include, 
Dating Scams, Suspicious Retailers, Bogus 
Technical Support, Government Agencies and 
General Fraudulent Email Solicitations. It is a 
fact that there are many lonely people in every 
community and many turn to Social Media for 
any form of comforting communication. Enter 
the scammers who create fake but convincing 
persona’s designed to suck in their victims and 
eventually convince them to send money for all 
sorts of plausible but fake reasons. The 
serious scammers will take the long-term 
approach and spend weeks or months building 
confidence in their victims, even to the extent 
that the victim develops a deep trust and love 
for the scammer. At this stage the scammer 
already has a pretty intimate feel for how 
wealthy their victim might be and starts the 
subtle but devious begging routine asking 
sometimes for small amounts of money for 
plausible reasons and if successful moving on 
to ever increasing demands with promises that 
they will meet very soon and cement their 
relationship. Sadly, this never happens, and 
the victims are left perhaps with a significant 
loss of their savings and of course even 
lonelier than they were before it started. Any 
financial loss is disgusting but using emotional 
blackmail like this is totally despicable. My 
advice to everyone is to react to any 
unsolicited social media message from 
someone who is trying to ‘befriend you’ with 
great suspicion and don’t just jump in and be 
sucked into anything that puts your money at 
risk. Ask a friend or family member who you 
can trust to check with you and advise you. 
   There are a lot of unsolicited emails coming 
in from Bogus Technical Support scammers 
who claim your Internet Security software that 
is about to expire. They claim you can simply 

renew the software to ensure you are kept 
safe on the internet by filling in a simple form 
which of course asks for your bank card 
details. Many companies operate legitimately 
online and when you make a purchase you 
have to provide bank card details to confirm 
the purchase. This requires the Name on the 
card, the long number on the front, the expiry 
date and of course the 3-digit security number 
on the back. For a scammer this is all they 
need to go ahead and make purchases 
impersonating you and having goods delivered 
to a different address. Fortunately, most Banks 
have automated security processes in place 
that alert them to patterns of spending that are 
unusual for you as an individual. They will then 
contact you immediately to confirm if you really 
did make a specific purchase and thereby 
prevent the scammer using your details any 
more. It’s all too easy and convenient to order 
and pay for goods and services over the 
internet, but just be sure you know exactly who 
you are dealing with and treat any new or 
unsolicited offer of goods carefully. STOP and 
CHECK before YOU BUY. A close family 
member was caught recently with an advert on 
Facebook looking for someone to re-home a 
specific breed of dog that my relative 
particularly liked. She was offered the young 
puppy at no cost other than the cost of 
specialised transportation as the seller lived a 
considerable distance away. The seller said 
the cost would be £150 and she would pay 
£50 if my relative would cover the rest. “Just 
send the money by Bank transfer” was the 
request and despite her Bank asking three 
times if she was sure this was not a bogus 
transaction, she went ahead and paid the 
money. Of course, the seller suddenly 
disappeared as did her money and the Bank 
refused to compensate as they had asked 
three times to confirm it was genuine. To say 
she is gutted and embarrassed is an 
understatement as she has read my articles 
but allowed her emotions to totally cloud 
common sense. What a sad, but perfect 
example of how we all can be conned if we 
don’t STOP, THINK, CHECK before going 
ahead. 
Don’t let this happen to you, STAY SAFE. 
Thanks for reading.                         Nigel Reid
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR

Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly 

qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can  

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128  

to arrange a free financial review or visit:

www.cnsq.co.uk
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The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

A safe and easy to use alternaƟve for logs for both wood stoves and open fires

buy online at www.burningblocks.co.uk

Easy to light / roaring fire in under 5 mins
Easy to stack / 10kg packs 
High heat / similar to coal on output
Each briqueƩe lasts over an hour 
Low moisture / 8% moisture maximum
Store undercover

Discount for local 
delivery quote: 

“family10” at the
checkout

UK wide 
delivery available,

aprox. 2 days

For more informaƟon:
Email: burningblocks@gmail.com Website: www.burningblocks.co.uk FB: hƩps://www.facebook.com/burningblocksbriqueƩes
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The Town Council Page

–

Last month, along with Superintendent Stu Bill and Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner Nicola Lowery I 
attended a public meeting that demonstrated the unity of the Cleobury Mortimer Community. As the Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Sergeant for South East Shropshire, it was extremely reassuring to see so 
many people attend the meeting. Although many expressed their frustrations about criminal activity and 
anti-social behaviour in the town I felt that it was still a positive meeting in which a new conversation was 
started about how to look after the town and the folk within it. The meeting was also a great opportunity for 
us to share information about how to report concerns and how information is turned into positive action. 
  
Some of you may remember ‘Dixon of Dock Green’ and some of you may remember ‘The Sweeney’. 
Although neither reflects how modern policing should be today, there is still a time and place for patrol, and 
a time and place for bashing down doors. Modern practices recognise that preventative and partnership 
working is key to not just dealing with crimes when they arise, but that we should address the underlying 
causes and understand why they are committed. By having a better understanding it allows the public to 
take responsibility alongside the police and create sustainable, long term plans which will improve 
guardianship of not only the streets and the vulnerable, but reduce the likelihood of criminal behaviour. 
  
The information that informs our understanding of who, what and where to focus our efforts is driven by 
information from the public and partnership agencies. It is not only the responsibility of the police, but the 
publics to have the interests of the community in their hearts. If you see something report it. By identifying 
patterns, trends and identifying risk the police can respond. It also means that we, the police, are 
accountable to you and when we don’t act we need to be able to justify this. 
  
Following on from the public meeting on July 27th, I then met with Cleobury Mortimer Town Council on July 
30th, where we looked at ways to improve the issues in the town. Chair Debbie Brown was very supportive 
of the youth in the town, speaking at length with a view to seeking additional mental health services and 
ways to make the most of Cleobury’s shared spaces. From a police perspective the SNT will be conducting 
safer streets surveys with residents and speaking with young people in an effort to understand the views of 
those who could not make the public meeting. 
  
The SNT have continued to patrol Cleobury Mortimer and their activities can be followed via Twitter 
@CleoburyCops. The team have also been out conducting licensing checks, managing the safety of 
domestic abuse victims and supporting patrol with crime investigations. We are committed to working with 
our partners to help build a tailored approach to addressing the issues of the town and we will be speaking 
to Shropshire Council about traffic enforcement and anti-social behaviour. I would also like to offer 
reassurance that work is always ongoing with social housing providers and children’s services to identify 
and deal with those at risk of issues such as County Lines, cuckooing and burglary.    
  
The issues being experienced in Cleobury Mortimer can only be addressed if we all work together by 
sharing ideas and responsibility for keeping people safe. However, as with all public services the police 
must risk assess calls and prioritise what resources we have available to direct them to where the need is 
greatest and risk is highest. 
  
I would like to end by sharing with you a quote Superintendent Bill read out during the meeting from Sir 
Robert Peel’s seventh principle, it said: “To maintain at all times a relationship with the public that gives 
reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and that the public are the police, the police 
being only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on 
every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence.”   
  
If you become aware of a crime or anti-social behaviour call 101 if it non-urgent, Crimestoppers or use the 
‘Contact Us’ page on the West Mercia Police website or email the Cleobury Mortimer and Highley SNT 
on ch.snt@westmercia.police.uk. Always dial 999 in an emergency.
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, Londis Store, Cleoburrs, Cleobury Cafe, The 
Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, and The Library.
Out in Cleobury Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;  Clee Hill Stores; Clows Top Stores; The 
Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; ; Ludlow Library; Mahorall Cider Farm; The 
Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, 
Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Ditton Priors.
Copies are also available from the Parish Churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, Hopton 
Wafers, Milson, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.
Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read as pdfs from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk.

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER ISSUE: SEPTEMBER 22nd. CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE 
NOTE THAT THIS IS THE LAST POSSIBLE DATE TO RECEIVE REPORTS.

Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 
DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212

E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com
The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Printed by Badger Print and Design of Shifnal, 01952 730511

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri  and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE PC Wayne 
Strangwood

07773 054 587 wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Fiona McCallum 07805 737 555

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Kim 01299 272732 markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30
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