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CLERKS NEEDED

There is something rather
novel in the Clarion this
month, a page offering posts
as Parish Clerk in two local
villages. It was slightly
confusing to have both
Hopton Wafers and Farlow on
line, asking for space, but with
a little work by both clients we
got them both onto Page 28,
where we hope they’ll
produce good results.

Town or Parish clerks have a
seriously responsible job to do,
with training available to
make sure they understand
the need for knowledge and
accuracy. They will be
expected to guide the elected
councillors, particularly those
new to the task, and the public
naturally turn to them if they
need information. They can be
taken for granted by some
who don't realise that is a post
of local government. We wish
the successful candidates for
both posts well.

CONGRATULATIONS

The Passing-Out Parade is a
big day in a soldier’s life,
when graduation from
training is acknowledged and
they parade for the final
inspection before being sent
out to his or her regiment.
Alfie Todd went through that
proud experience on August
11th and is now a second
lieutenant in REME, the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers. That's him with the
grin. Asked if she had a photo
of the occasion, mum Clare
said “I've got about twenty
thousand!”

Cleobury Clarion - September 2023

THE POST OFFICE

This famous public service has
been with us a long time and
won a lot of friends over the
years. Until the recent scandal
that saw Postmasters blamed
for missing funds when the
fault lay with an official
system that was clearly not
doing the job. Innocent people
have suffered on a huge scale
and we have seen no report of
action against those at the top
who were responsible. It is still
a national scandal.

So simple, logical minds like
most folks have would think
the once renowned Post Office
would be working hard to
earn the public’s confidence
and belief in the service. But in
this town of 3,000 or
thereabouts people we have
been without a Post Office for
more than a month and there’s
no promise of when it will
return. This is no longer a
public service; disservice is
more like the truth.
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Victoria Allen
Funeral Services

An Independent Family Business offering a
Personal and Professional Service

Over 25 years’ Experience
Competitively Priced
Private Chapel of Rest
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
Covering All Areas

Home Visits Available

01584 879035

24 Hour Service

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk
Email: vafs@btinternet.com
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Grace at the Borders Classic Bike Show. Monsters at the Far Forest Show.
Both on Page 47.

And On Other Pages....

5 - The Reading Group

7- Wood Words - All About Bowls

9 - The Swift Watch

11 - Cleobury’s Royal British Legion
12 - Cleobury’s Manor House

13 - Diamond Wedding Anniversary
14 - David Carr

19 - St John’s, Doddington

21 - Stepping Out! Walking News

23 September in the Wyre Forest

25 - Philip Dunne MP

27 - Simon Morton in the Garden
29 - Council Clerk Vacancies

31 Clarion Connections

32 & 33 - Doddington Lodge

37 - Cleobury Mortimer Benefice
41- Mrs Grumpy

55 - Community Contacts

56 - The Social Calendar

57 - Lisa Baldwin

59 - Town Council Report
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-4 YOUR

~ 45 HIGH STREET

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
WWW.REDHARESALON.CO.UK

01299 270702 |S
JUR
= il

PPD FREE - PARABEN FREE - SULPHATE FREE - CRUELTY FREE

“Red Hare now offers a private hairdressing room. Perfect for A D V E RT

those wanting more privacy, peace and quiet”

CLEOBURY CHIROPRACTIC

31 High St. Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8DQ

We offer both CHIROPRACTIC and OSTEOPATHY,
using gentle methods suitable for all ages.
Appointments available outside of normal working hours.
Sue Brown Both practitioners are fully registered, insured & regulated.

MA MSc DC MMCA
CHIROPRACTOR * BACK PAIN * SCIATICA * POSTURAL PROBLEMS
* JOINT PAIN * HEADACHES (arising from the neck)
* Some SPORTS INJURIES

PLUS * COMPUTER (DSE) WORKSTATION ASSESSMENTS
* BACK CLASS - Weekly exercise class for those with
back/neck pain.

01299 519351 / 07932 000028 / 07506 287191

www.notiustaboutbackpain.com www.isosteopaths.co.uk

Page 4 Cleobury Clarion - September 2023



Clarion Clippings. - The Local News

CLOWS TOP
GARDENING CLUB

This month there is a change to
the advertised speaker. Instead
of Darren Rudge, we are
welcoming David Morgan; the
organiser the Worcestershire
"Yellow Book"

David's talk will be entitled
"I'm not much good at
gardening” so presumably his
skill is organising.

The Yellow Book lists garden
open days, the proceeds from
which support several nursing
and health causes. Last year
this organisation donated £3.11
million to various health and
garden charities. The public are
able to see delightful gardens
which otherwise would give
pleasure only to their owners
and friends. A new policy this
year will see a variety of
classes to enter:

A vase of mixed autumn
foliage and berries.

A vase of mixed garden
flowers.

.A vase of five stems of garden
flowers (one variety)

The last rose of summer
(single stem)

A pot plant flowering/ foliage.

A novelty - the longest,
largest, or oddest shaped
vegetable, or a vegetable cake.

Come from 7.00 to enter your
exhibits. We look forward to
seeing you on the night.
Judith Lawson

THE READING
GROUP

A small number of readers
gathered after reading 'The Girl
With The Louding Voice; by
Abi Dare. Narrated in local
idiom by a fourteen year old
Nigerian girl, Adunni, some of

us found it difficult to get into.
Following the gripping tale
you soon get used to the
rhythm of the language. Sold
into marriage after her mother
dies, later working as an
unpaid housekeeper in Lagos,
Adunni never stops believing
that one day someone will hear
her louding voice. We loved
her courage. A powerful and
emotional story of female
injustice and slavery, the
characters are all too
believable. An excellent book
made even more interesting by
the facts about Nigeria at the
start of each chapter. Very well
written, emotional so not an
easy read at times. Everybody
thought it was a great first
novel with a fascinating view
of both rural and big city
Nigerian life. Next meeting on
Monday 18th September.

Deana Kimber 271754
THE MICHAELMAS

CONCERT FOR COCO

Don't forget to get your tickets
for the Concert for CoCo on
Friday 29th September in St
Mary's Church, 7 for 7.30pm
start. The programme will be a
selection of light classical
pieces, played and sung by our
talented lineup of musicians -
opera singer Erika Madi Jones;
cellists, The Ludford Duo;
soloist Celia Gibb and harpist
Hannah Coleman, interspersed
with seasonal readings. The
ticket price of £15 includes the
first drink, a glass of wine or
non alcoholic alternative.
Tickets from The Hub,
Cleobury Country Centre or
Roseann Genese 01299 270
Catherine Evans
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FLICKS IN THE

STICKS
On 16 September at 7.30, we
will be showing ‘Living’ in the
Parish Hall. Bill Nighy stars as
a council bureaucrat,
overwhelmed at work and
lonely at home, whose life
takes a heartbreaking turn
when a medical diagnosis tells
him his time is short.
Influenced by a local decadent
and a vibrant woman, he
continues to search for
meaning until a simple
revelation gives him a purpose
to create a legacy for the next
generation. Bar, tea and coffee.

THE MILITARY
WIVES’ CHOIR

Join us on Saturday 7 October
at 6.30 for 7.00pm. After a
hugely successful concert some
time back, the Cosford Military
Wives’ Choir returns to
entertain us with a full
program of songs.  Tickets
available at
www.cleoburyparishhall.uk/
miltarywives , by ringing
Gabby Franklin on 01299
271713, or email at

gabbvfranklin76@¢mail.com.
THANK YOU

Dorothy Hughes would like to
thank everybody who turned
out to her Coppice Gate Farm
open garden day on July 22nd
in such awful weather.

The final total raised was £710
which has now been forwarded
to Tenbury Community
Hospital League Of Friends.

Also, many thanks to
everybody that helped in any
way to make it such a success.
Chris Sankey
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re-roofing, Roof repairs, Pointing & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work
Wall & Floor Tiling
Painting & Decorating

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413

PestArrest Pest Control

For all your local pest control requirements,
all domestic and commercial pests covered

RSPH level 2 qualified
fully insured

Telephone Jon Staples on:
07894 739464

Email: pestarrest.pestcontrol@outlook.com

Supplying kiln dried logs in 3 convenient load sizes: a bag, a pickup load or a
transit/trailer load. We also stock nets of kindling.

We are Ready to Burn accredited and offer free delivery within 10 miles.
Logs are between 8-10 inches in length and are kiln dried to 20% or less moisture content.

** Summer promotion — discount on prices for orders placed between 1% June 2023 and
315t August 2023 **

For prices, availability or to place an order, please contact us on

01584 891307 or 07518 810269
B Price Forestry, The Workshop, Bitterley, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 3HW

—_— ‘.\
b ( - Tele:- Email:- —
01299-272757 FLands on ? ”‘”ttnﬂ clickclick2@hotmail.co.uk
All digital media printed to 6"x4” 5"x7"” 8x6"” 10"x8” PHOTO ; Mobile 07708 587787
CANVAS WRAPS FROM 127X16” - 30"X 20" & @ STANDARD 8 - SUPER 8 FILMS TRANSFERRED TO D.V.D.
ENLARGEMENTS FROM 12X10” TO 24X36" VIDEO FILES ) USB or SD cards »
X X FROM PHOTO'S , DIGITAL MEDIA & 35mm SLIDES TRANSFERRED ° DAMAGED PHOTOGRAPHS RESTORED ETC.
ek k) . FROM BIRTHDAY AND CELEBRATION BANNERS
# # ¥ pASSPORT PHOTO S oLy £5-00  mosiLes

"¢ K
E -1

Wi

- : oday l
2 d WHILE YOU WAIT TO DVD ETC. =
¥§ ¥ Video Filmi = '*‘
MOST VIDEO FORMATS TRANSFERRED TO D.V.D. N OCOTIIING YL BANNERS - BUSINESS CARDS -
) USB or SD cards . ~ Service SHORT RUN FLYERS

.: Z | a £ d INVITATIONS -ORDERS OF SERVICE

INCLUDING VHS - VHSC - SONY 8 -DIGITAL 8 - HIS - MINI DV & BETAMAX 43 High St. B-W OR COLOUR PHOTOCOPIES
REEL TO REEL & CASSETTE (o YAN Cleobury Mortimer. SELECTION OF PHOTO FRAMES

» AUDIO TAPES & OLD LPs TOCD - DY14 8DQ Traditional Studio Portraits and Pet Photo’s )

Page 6 Cleobury Clarion - September 2023



Clarion Clippings - The Local News

WOOD WORDS

With so many international
sports on T.V. — Ladies football
(well done Lionesses),
Athletics and Rugby warm
ups — I nearly missed the copy
date (hope I haven't!)

Activity has continued on

the bowling green at a pace.
Our most recent taster session
was held on Monday 14t
August, others are planned for
early next season. Meantime
league fixtures are nearing an
end. Cleobury finished fourth
in the Ludlow League
(congratulations to member
Andy Pain who finished top of
the Ludlow League averages),
the Handicap Cup rounds are
still in progress.
Mortimer stand in third
position of the Highley League
(6th August) their last fixture is
on the 26t of September. The
Mid Shropshire League last
fixture is on the 27th of
September (sixth position as at
6th of August).

The Ludlow League Merit
Finals were held at the green
on the 20th August.

Marksmen came out winners
of the Sunday Morning in
house league and the rounds
of the Consolation Cup are in
hand. Forthcoming events
include the Hodges Shield
(Saturday 2nd September).
Presidents Day/Daniel Taylor
Air Ambulance Day is on
Sunday 17th of September,12
noon start.

On a sad note several
members attended the funeral
of long standing clubman and
former club captain Howard
Broome on Friday the 11th of
August. He will be sorely

missed and
remembered.

All club details are on the
w e b s i t e
(cleoburybowls.org.uk)and
club captain Nick Flatters is
available to speak to anyone
seeking further information
about bowls or club
membership (07952 296710 or

fondly

e m a i |
cleoburvbowlsclub@gmail.co
m).

End of season approaches
and the varied maintenance
programme will be put in
place at the end of September
into early October. Any
volunteers?

Yours in bowls
Smiffy
07494 016137

CLEE HILL WILDLIFE
The Clee Hill Community
Wildlife Group have their
Annual General Meeting on
the 20th this month. It will be
in the Village Hall, starting at
7.30 and will feature a talk by
the Wildgoose Nursery on
‘Gardening for Wildlife and
Gardening in a Changing
Climate’.

Admission is free, but
donations to help the work of
the Group will naturally be
appreciated. Refreshments will
be provided, there will be a
raffle (of course!) and anyone
with an interest in our local
wildlife will find they are very
welcome.

PHOENIX BIG BAND

NIGHT
On Friday September 22nd, the
Friends of St Mary's will
welcome the first ever visit to
Cleobury of the Phoenix Big
Band from Birmingham. They
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will perform numbers from
the golden age of the big
bands with tunes by Glenn
Miller, Count Basie and Buddy
Rich as well as other
performers of the genre
including Frank Sinatra,
Michael Buble and Bobby
Darin. JIan Casey will be the
featured vocalist on the night.
Do you normally dance in the
aisles at these events? If so,
please do, as this is positively
encouraged!

The event takes place in St
Mary's Church, Cleobury
Mortimer at 7.30 pm and
tickets cost £15 which includes
light refreshments. They are
available from Spire
Hairdressers, Cleobury
Pharmacy, Cleobury Library,
Diane Waddington 01299
272820, Angela Drennan 01299
270636 or Friends Committee
members.

Be there or be square!

CLOWS TOP PLANS

As nearby building works near
completion and Autumn
approaches the Committee at
Clows Top Victory Hall have
been busy organising a
number of events to entertain
the local community.

Clows Top Wildlife Club will

be meeting on Friday 29t
September at the Hall. Anyone
interested is welcome to attend
at 7.30pm.
At 6.30pm on Saturday 7th
October a Murder Mystery,
entitled Die de Die, based on a
1950’s Holiday Camp, will be
taking place. With Supper
included tickets will be £25.

Nigel Caldicott
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Professional. Affordable. Local.

electrical services Itd

electrical & renewable energy installations

I3 Wakeman 28

Electrical Installations

No matter the size, we can gladly undertake all Domestic, Commercial and
Industrial installations you require.

A family run business, with over 25 years industry experience.

From period properties to agricultural solutions, we provide a professional
service every time. We also do call outs and emergency work.

Renewable Energy
Protect yourself from rising energy bills by considering renewable energy.

Solar PV is the most accessible way you can save energy by producing
electricity from the sun. Earn a tax free income from the electricity your
system produces.

Speak to us about how renewable energy can benefit you or your business.

Whatever your query, give us a call.

T: 07971 096267 / 08450 564173

W: www.awe-services.co.uk
Two Staks, Eagle Lane, Clecbury Mortimer, Worcs. DY14 8RA

"|'— Q . W R "'l':ﬁ?_. RECC v

Microgeneration RENEVAILE ZhERG CINLIER LoD E
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C.M. BRIDGE CLUB

How good it is to hear from a
club that we knew nothing of

until an email arrived in the
Clarion office, asking if we
could tell you about them? Of
course we could, it’s our
pleasure.

Julie Hardy tells us the club
meets every Tuesday in
Doddington Village Hall at 6.15
for a 6.30 start of play.. 24 to 28
boards are played and the
evening ends at around 10.00.

New members are made very
welcome and are asked to
bring a partner to keep play
balanced. Table money is a
modest £1.00 each and all the
information given does suggest
this is another friendly group
with a common interest. Julie
can tell you more; she’s on
juliehardy85@yahoo.co.uk

SWIFT WATCH

They arrived late, but
following a good breeding
season, 28 swifts left us finally
in the second week of August .
This is the average for the past
eight years. They will by now
be flying over their winter
quarters of West Africa. Last
year we lost several juveniles
in the very hot days of late July,
when air temperatures were
close to 30 degrees. In the last
days before their first flight, the

UPHOLSTERY & INTERIORS

fledgling baby swifts are well
fed by their parents to the point
of being over fed, over weight
with poorly developed flying
muscles. It is a critical period
for the young birds. Following
that first flight most birds will
not land for two years. As they
can not land they can not rest
in the shade and if it is very hot
they can easily suffer
heatstroke and quite literally
drop from the sky. They need
to recover and the wind
conditions need to be right for
take-off from where they have
fallen. Climate change may be
the cause of that hot weather,
so we and the swifts may
expect it more often. All
animals are good at adapting to
change and have done so for
thousands of years. Perhaps in
the next decade our swifts may
be able to change by breeding
further north in cooler climates
or genetically adapt by turning
near black and heat absorbing
plumage to lighter grey colour.
Only our great grand children
will begin to see what they do
to survive and prosper. Kit

FROM THE BAND

ROOM

A great time was had by all at
the band wedding of the year
for Tom & Ellie Tracy.
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If you have an event planned
and you fancy something a bit
different, the band are very
much in the market for playing
at weddings and parties —
please bear us in mind. Phone
Amanda on 01584 891199 for a
chat and quote.

We also played at Shrewsbury
Quarry bandstand in mid
August — a beautiful setting
and one of the favourites on
our engagement calendar.

The band will perform at
Droitwich bandstand on 3t
September, hoping for a sunny
day.

Our rehearsals for the
National Finals on September
17th in Cheltenham are
ramping up now and we are
hoping for a very good result —
I hope to report favourably in
the October issue! Keep your
fingers crossed for your local
band competing at National
level for the fifth time.

New players are always
welcome, so please come along
to our friendly practices on
Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm in
the Parish Hall.

Katie Griffiths

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE
A thorough nail and foot care
treatment in the comfort of your own
home. Registered and Insured

practitioner.

Karen F H Di, RFH
07378 122788
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Provide

TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care

r who have built up an excellent reputation within our

local communities

We have recently been rated as [OUTSTANDING by CQC and this
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

Professional care and support in Comprehensive range of care services
your o home * Domiciliary Care » Care for young adults

Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care » Palliative care » Supporting younger people
provision s.hould it be rgqunrgd. At TLC Care At I-'Iome,.we are dedllcated « Personal care . Domestic services:

to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, . 2ah . ) .
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, our (.:are ) cleaning, c.ooklng, washing
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.  Companionship and shopping

Depending on your individual needs, we can offer varying degrees of : Demer.ma Care ° COIIecTﬂohs of pensions or
support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home * Overnight Care prescriptions

are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them » Elderly Care » Trips out and about

Inspected and rated

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897

Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com

CareQuality
Commission

Wills

Lasting Powers o
Free Will reviews
Probate support

Free funeral plan
Family Protection

Professional Family Estate Planners

Care home fee avoidance

f Attorney

with every Will
Trusts

“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent

and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark and his daughter

Lauren to write your Will”

T: 01299 251442
E: info@ambalegalservices.co.uk .
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk

Appointments by telephone,
video link or in the comfort of
your own home

Over 45 years’ experience in
law

Friendly and professional
support for you and your family
Call us up for a chat to see how
we can help!
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Cleobury Mortimer Royal British Legion

By the time this issue of the Clarion is available, we will have held the second of our social
evenings at the Talbot. Numbers for the first one were rather low and, as | write, those
planning to attend the next are not much higher. However, we shall continue and | urge
members who have not yet been to please give it a try — it's an opportunity to have a social
get-together rather than just discussing Branch business. We are coming up to our busy time
of the year. Our next Branch meeting is the AGM on 13 September; members are urged to
attend if at all possible. The AGM is quickly followed by our Harvest Auction at the Sports &
Social Club on 22nd at 7.30pm, which raises funds for local welfare needs. Members and the
public are asked for donations of produce and other items for auction lots. Please come along;
it's always a good evening. The Poppy Concert & Fish & Chip supper will take place on 20th
October with entertainment by the Ukulele band Koswecans and details will be announced
next month. November takes into Remembrancetide with a gathering of members and the
public at the War Memorial for an Armistice Day Silence at 11.00 am on Saturday 11t with the
Parade and Church Service on Remembrance Sunday 12th.Like many organisations, we have
a dwindling membership and are in need of new members. It's easy to join online at
www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/membership; you can also join by telephone
on 0800 307 7773. If you have any problems or would prefer a paper membership form,
please contact me on the number below or email me at
Cleoburymortimer.chairman@rbl.community.

Finally congratulations to Alfie Todd, who graduated from Sandhurst earlier this month and was
commissioned as a 2" Lieut in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME).
Mike Hermolle — Branch Chairman
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The Cleobury Manor House

It has stood the test of time. For three centuries
the Manor House on Cleobury Mortimer High
Street presents itself as a testament to the
style, imagination and quality of build that the
Georgian era legacy has left for us.

Properties from previous centuries are
protected through a listing system by Historic
England. A Grade Il with * is considered to have
a special element of particular interest and in
the case of the Manor House this is the curved
and swept oak staircase with toad-back
handrail. Also, a carved marble fireplace with
Bacchanalian figures. This is what makes our
Manor House with a separately listed adjoining
Stable Block, so special amongst over the 100
listed buildings and structures in our town
alone.

It is believed the House, aged at over 500 years,
was built in the late 17t Century, by Hugh de
Mortimer and was typical of Manorial Houses of
that age. Formerly known as Cooks House, it
was sold on 30t November 1760 for the sum of
£60. Over the years, several exchanges of
ownership ended with the property being sold
to a Solicitor, George Emerson in 1920.

Since then, after 3 more owners, the property,
then used as a Children’s Home, finally became
a Nursing Home in 1988 and ended up in the
hands of its current owners whose business
closed down around 2010. The House was
closed up and has remained so since then.

In 1974 when Thomas Pain sold the property to
The Children’s Family Trust he had a Restrictive
Covenant placed on the Title Deeds which
included the words “That whose ever hands the
property came into would forever hereafter
maintain in good repair and condition.”

By this time the building had been listed by
Historic England for 20 years. It is with this in
mind when it became obvious that the current
owners appeared to show little interest in
properly maintaining the building, that a
campaign started to save it from further
decline.

Known as the Save The Manor House campaign,
the group built a web site with a lot of detail
about the history of the house, photographs and
regular updates on the massive challenges
faced.
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There has been evidence submitted to the team
that instances of flooding (in one case through
a leaking roof) may have resulted in significant
damage to important features internally, not
least of all the Grand Staircase and flooring
throughout.

The team understands that responsibility for
maintaining a watch over listed properties lies
with the Conservation Department which is part
of the Local Planning Authority.

This responsibility extends to requiring the
owner to carry out repairs or maintenance as
necessary to protect the property. It is believed
this has only happened on one occasion when
repair to a leaking roof were required.

Walking past the building today, one can only
see the front elevation and it is very clear that
urgent maintenance is required to the decaying
woodwork and paintwork.

It should not be beyond belief that internally
the property could be seriously suffering. With
this in mind, the team are pressuring the
County Council to require the owner to allow an
internal inspection.

To raise local interest and beyond, the team
have also been featured on BBC Radio
Shropshire, BBC News (Midland) Web site and
the Shropshire Star and South Shropshire
Journal.

To help with local expense of printing and web
site support, a funding effort through Go Fund
Me has already raised £140. We have a target
of £500 and readers can donate through our
web site at www.savethemanorhouse.uk

The campaign will continue and with local
support from Cleobury Town Council,
Shropshire dignitaries and our MP, we hope that
one day this Grand Old Lady will once again be
a place that the town can be proud.

You can help us by joining our campaign through
the above web site.
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AN INVITATION

Join us for a warm cup of
cheer and plenty of laughs at
our monthly Doddington
Lodge Coffee Mornings.

Every 2nd Friday of the
month, come together with
residents, family and friends
over tea or coffee. Enjoy
freshly baked cakes as well as
the Doddington Lodge
monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person —
including your beverage and
slice of cake — join us for our
get-together on Friday,
September 8th from 10.00 am
until midday.

BIG THANKS
Huge thanks to The Mens
Shed. The notice board
outside the church has now
been refurbished and
returned. The name board at
the top is still waiting some
expert attention and will re-
join its body in due course but
the main part is now back in
its place and looking
wonderful. Thanks go to all
those who have worked on it.
How lucky are we all to have
this resource in our town.

Liz Smith

THURSDAYS IN ST
MARY’S

We are in church every
Thursday morning from 10.00
to 11.30, offering free teas/
coffees/squash and biscuits to
anyone who wants to drop in
and join us. Last Thursday we
welcomed about eight families
to a stay and play session and
we wanted to thank all those
families who came and
encouraged everyone to call
in.  The refreshments are
always here on a Thursday
morning, as are the toys and
the space. Please do use the
church as a space to meet and
for your children to run
around and play with the
toys. This is a time and space
that is here for everyone of
any age or agility just to sit
and chat and relax and it’s
free. Liz Smith

BREAKFAST CLUB
On 8 August, the Club’s usual
monthly meeting took place at
the Golf Club, but without a
speaker. This month Bill
Duley will be speaking at the
Golf Club about The Isles of
Scilly on 12 September. Those
wishing to attend should
contact Angela Drennan
(270636) to book places.

A DIAMOND
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

A diamond anniversary is a
really special occasion and we
have one here in Cleobury this
month. It's Sonia and Des
Gwilliams’ achievement that
stands out in a world where
so many celebrities seem to
think that ten years together is
something to boast about. In
fact, the celebration on the
16th will be more than just the
anniversary, because they’ll be
toasting a big birthday for
Sonia as well!

Congratulations, you two!
AID FOR CARERS
Shropshire Council writes to
remind us about their New
Carer Only Support Group,
which caters for unpaid and/
or family carer of an adult
who needs care. Vital work
that is too often unrecognised.
They meet on the first
Tuesday of the month at Saint
Mary’s Place Community
Centre off Love Lane, from
2.00 to 4.00pm. It's free to
attend and they provide tea
and coffee. It’s all about a chat
and maybe discussing ways to
make life a little easier. It's a
great idea - someone who can

help the helper.

Cleobury Clarion - September 2023
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CLEOBURY
GARDENERS

Our next meeting is on
September 11th at St
Elizabeth’s Hall, when the
wonderful Wade Muggleton
will talk on “Why Apples are
Interesting”. Tea and Coffee
at 7.30, for the speaker’s start
at 8.00. Please contact Linda
A s h m a n |,
edandlinashman@gmail.com
if you would like to join us.
You can find us on Facebook
and Instagram or on our
w e b s i t e
cleoburygardeners.co.uk

DROP-IN

A reminder has come in that
there’s a Community
Information Drop-In run by
the council at the Cleobury
Country Centre on Love Lane
in Friday the 15th. Open 9.00
to 11.00 and you’ll probably
get a tea or coffee and maybe
a biscuit if you're early.

LUDLOW DOG DAY

Barry Treves reports on this
recent very successful Rotary
Club event:

You kindly drew attention to
Ludlow Dog Day in a recent
Clarion. The Club raised
about £13k for charity on the
day.

Readers may like to see
some videos made by Ashlin,
the official photographer and
a student from Hereford
College
https:/ /www.youtube.com /
p l a vy 1 i s t ?
list=PLIlcOfmGxqgSVKNbFMv
IoK6TOfyo AYSIWD

Barry Treves
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HIGH STREET
LETTUCE

In July, I visited a friend near
Northampton, and when we
were looking around his
garden, he pointed out a
weed about eight feet tall. He
told me that he had had just
one of these in 2022, but now
there were dozens growing in
neglected corners of his
largish garden.

It was a plant I didn’t
recognise, but when I was
back in Cleobury, I noticed
that amongst the plants
growing too abundantly in
our High Street (as well as
the opium poppies) were
quite a few of the same plants
which had become so
common in my friend’s
garden. The plant is known
as the ‘prickly lettuce’, and
although it looks nothing like
an ordinary lettuce, it is
perhaps reminiscent of a
garden lettuce which has
bolted, and thrown up a tall
flower spike. The lower part
of its woody stem is indeed
prickly, and the underside of
the main ribs of its leaves
carry a quite definite line of
prickles. There are a number
of these plants growing
alongside the high brick wall
between the Manor House
and the Pig Nose Pippin
Gallery, and there were
several tall specimens
(though not eight-footers) in
and around the doorway to
the disused shop opposite the
Co-op.

My wild flower book, now
over 40 years old, describes it
as ‘scattered and rare’ except
in south east England, and
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growing to a height of 1.5
metres. Could climate change
be responsible for the fact
that it is now perhaps not so
rare, and can grow to well
over 2 metres?

It has, apparently, the
alternative name of ‘compass
plant’, because its upper
leaves point north and south
when in full sun. How it can
do that is beyond me, and
why should it, anyway? I
haven’t been able to check
out whether our High Street
plants can do that - because
we haven’t had enough sun
recently!

Mark Baldwin

DAVID CARR

I emailed recently with the
fondly remembered head of
Lacon Childe School, a man
with a great sense of humour.
Some of the older ex pupils
may remember when two
lads were letting off stink
bombs, which did not please
pupils or staff. David had
them enter a small store
room, put a stink bomb in
there with them and firmly
closed the door. If he did that
today the stink would be
from indignant know-alls; his
version worked.

We talked about health and
I told him about my tumour
Vladimir, swiftly removed.
He wrote back: “Sorry about
the pain in the proverbial.
Hope the seat on the bike is
adaptable.”

A lovely man, who sat and
listened to my suggestion
that the school promote a
classic motorcycle show to
make money, hence the
Classic Bike Show this
month.



- Ashley Bannister -
Windows & Doors

* UPVC Windows & Doors
e Composite Doors

* Porches & Conservatories
* Glass Unit Replacement
: » Fascia, Soffit & Guttering
oram7E248 « Handles & Letterboxes
* Hinges & Window Restrictors

No Job Too Big or Small ashban94@hotmail.com
Certass Approved Installer Ash: 07817 785245

Local Tradesman Based in Highley

L 4 )
Twit - Twoo Falconry
° Static and flying displays with owls & falcons -
. Fetes and fayres .
. 3 hour bird experiences based in clows top o
. Garden parties and birthdays

) 1-2 hour talks for indoor hall and outdoor visits

e P
T

For quotes and bookings ring Steve Woodison 07738014884 or
Email scw1960@hotmail.co.uk

ROYAL
FOUNTAIN INN

13 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8BS

Serving food 12-3 Tuesday - Sunday and 6-9 Tuesday - Saturday
Cake and coffee deals from 3-6pm everyday

Fantastic range of food and drinks with deals every weekend
Large, heated marquee and biggest beer garden in town

Live music every month
We can cater for all occasions and parties of all sizes

01299 272720
info@theroyalfountaininn.co.uk
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5-6 Talbot Square
Cleobury Mortimer
DY14 8BQ

Free car parking available in the town centre car park

N
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Want a straight white smile?

F|nd Your Smlle at Cleobury Dntal Practlce

Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting
your confidence with teeth whitening or a dedicated dentist for your regular care, you can find it all here in the
heart of historic Cleobury Mortimer.

e Modern, state of the art facilities and the latest dental technology
e Free car parking adjacent to the practice and step-free access to our dentists’ surgeries
¢ Enjoy private dental care from just 47p per day with our membership plans

e Highly experienced in helping those with dental phobias

Services Provided Opening Hours

e Tooth-Coloured (White) Fillings Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 9am-5pm
¢ Sedation for Anxious Patients Thu 9am-7pm
e Teeth Straightening with Braces and Invisalign Saturdays by appointment only

¢ Dental Implants (Replacement of Missing Teeth) Tel: 01299 271 747

e Emergency Appointments Slots Available (first

come first served) www.cleoburydental.co.uk

¢ Hygienist Services

BDA Good Practice

e Private and NHS Care (NHS subject to capacity) Member
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CLEOBURY W.I.

Following our ‘Eat Cake for
the King’ tea party in
celebration of the Coronation,
we sent a card to Buckingham
Palace with photos. We had
hoped for a reply, and weren’t
disappointed! We have
received two cards, from King
Charles and Queen Camilla,
thanking us for our good
wishes!

August’s meeting began with
a talk and slides about the
Wells in Cleobury by Mark
Baldwin, followed by the
President’s Summer Party.
After a period of such
unsettled weather, we were
fortunate that it stayed fine.
Many thanks to John and Judy
for their hospitality.

14 members took up the
invitation to a special tea party
organised by Neen Savage WI.
Afternoon tea including
sandwiches and cake was
served at the table, using
vintage crockery. Dresses
suitable for the occasion were
worn, with flowers and songs
from the Forties completing
the atmosphere.

There will be a change to the
programme for September as
the Town Crier talk cannot go

ahead on this date. There will
still be a meeting on Tuesday
11th September at 7.30 in the
Market Hall, with the usual
refreshments and opportunity
to chat. Anyone interested to
becoming a part of our busy
and thriving branch of WI
should contact Judy on 01299
270983 or email
judysant10@gmail.com

Val Sniadowski

SAINT JOHN’S
DODDINGTON

Thanks to all who came to our
very successful Jumble Sale -
with over £320 raised we look
forward to Harvest Festival on
17th September service at 3pm,
following which we hold our
Tea and Auction of Produce
(4pm Village Hall) with money
raised donated to charity.
Sneeze in the wrong place and
you end up with three fruit
pies and more green beans
than you can shake a stick at.
Tony “The Gavel” Breeze takes
no prisoners.

On Saturday 9t we will be
doing Shropshire Historic
Churches Trust “Ride and
Stride” - sponsored travel to a
group of local churches to raise
money that is split between us
and SHCT. We have been very

yumber Nhe;@%

Noi9

OE.’?{aJ Laboratoty

Email: nevilleweaver@googlemail.com

Denture Repairs

SPEEDY, QUALITY DENTURE REPAIRS

Cracked/broken dentures repaired the same day.
A 1 HOUR service is available for when time is of the essence, just
call to make an appointment .

19 Lower Street, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 S8AL
Phone: 07973856733
All work undertaken by a GDC registered technician

grateful for grant support from
SHCT as part of a number of
funders for previous and
current Projects. An afternoon
out, with multiple stops for tea
and cake - what’s not to like?!
Please sponsor us if you can.

We are also pleased at last to
welcome our 12 new Swift
Boxes - installed discretely in
the Tower, we hope next
season to welcome swifts to
nesting with us when they
return from Africa.

Finally a word in praise of
Spring cleaning. During a
cleaning party, we had a tidy
up of the contents of the Tower
first floor, and buried under
some carpeting against the
wall we found the ironwork
archway that spanned the
gateway up to the Church
entrance steps. Can anyone tell
us anything more about its
history? When was it first put
in place and when taken
down?

To find out more about any of
the above, to contact us to
Sponsor the Ride and Stride, or
support us in any way, follow
us on Facebook, contact us as
below, or pop into church.
stjohnsdoddington@gmail.com
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01584 318036
@stjohnsdoddington
Ewan Gibb
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tel: 07974 100089 email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk website: www.meridenfp.co.uk

Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser

Grainger lives in Cleobury Mortimer giving the residents
and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.
. Wealth Management . Retirement Planning

. Investments & Savings . Family & Business Protection
An initial consultation is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS

Haulage Contractors
Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products

12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY 14 8EF
07860 669350 07966 045012

Page 20
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Stepping Out! Who’s Walking, When and Where.

After the UK’s sixth wettest July on record I
didn’t hold out much hope for a dry day for
the Country Walk last month. Fortune smiled
on the 11 walkers as they set off to follow the
route of CMFA leaflet Walk 14: A Walk in
Three Parishes. Apart from one short shower
the weather was fine and they were able to
avoid the few muddy patches. Some fields of
cereal crops looked to have suffered from the
adverse Summer weather with large patches
lying flat. We welcomed a few first-time
Country Walkers. The next walk will be on
Sunday September 3rd at 10.00am outside St
Mary’s Church. Everyone is welcome to join
us walking the local countryside of Cleobury

Mortimer.

Walking for Health has also felt the impact
of the wet weather making some of the routes
impractical, particularly the path along the
banks of the River Rea. We were still able to
enjoy routes to Pinkham and through the
Caravan Park. Wednesday 13t September
will be the final Awayday for 2023. At the
time of writing the destination is still being
finalised. An email with details will be sent
to our regulars or contact Alan Kimber on

ajkimber@hotmail.com for further

information. = We will meet in the Sports
Centre Car Park on Love Lane in time for a

10am departure. Car share will be available.

Last month the work party made
improvements to the Simon Evans Way at

WINDSOR PRICE REPAIR SHOP

Email: mikeytwonames@icloud,.com
Tel: 07468 52181

Linit 1, Hillocks Farm,
Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 DEB,
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Reaside. Several boards on a footbridge were
rotten and broken so it was completely re-
decked. Ground work was carried out on the
sloping path leading to and from the bridge
to make it safer. The final task was to instal a
dog gate in a nearby stile. This is the last stile
on the southern section of the Simon Evans
Way. There is still some outstanding repair
work required on the northern section which
hopefully will be included in the work parties
during the coming months.

No prizes for guessing that the name of the
full moon on September 29th is the Harvest

Moon! CMFA activities are on our website

www.cmfa.co.uk and also on Facebook.

Veronica Hargreaves

ROCK PATHFINDERS

Thursday 7th. 10.00 start from Abberley
Avenue, Astley Cross, Stourport, DY13 OLG.

NOTE: PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE
BUS STOP.

Thursday 21st, 10.00 start from The Larch
Barn, Bridgnorth Road, Six Ashes, Cleobury
Mortimer DY12 8JF

Further details: Alan on 01299 400304
NEW WEB ADDRESS;

Email:mdsskev@rockpathfinders.uk

L O

MOT Brakes Glagnotstc

Exhpusts
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R®

Hepanrs

Page 21



What can a Nutritionist help with?

: o Digestive issues e High Cholesterol
e Chronic Fatigue e Skin Conditions
3 e Sleeping issues « Children's Health
e Painful periods e Anxiety/Depression
e Menopause e Vegan/vegetarian diets
e Migraine e \WWeight Management

e plus many more

e Type 2 Diabetes

TURNERS GATES

bespoke sizes at standard prices

A small family run business specialising in quality wooden
gates to suit all entrances.
Visit our website: www.turnersgates.co.uk
Drop us an email: turnersgates@outlook.com
Or give us a call on: 01299 270 965

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR OVEN?
LET US DO THE JOB YOU HATE

® Ovens o Filters e Hobs

® Grills ® BBQs ® Ranges
® Extractors @ Microwaves e AGAs

OVENCLEAN, 07913123543

The original oven cleaning specialists ovenc '.ea n.com
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September in the Wyre Forest

Linda Iles

The Wyre Forest is full of streams and
pools. Even though many of the larger pools
are manmade they all provide habitats for
freshwater creatures. Some of the most
fascinating are the amphibians: the frogs,
toads and newts that need water bodies to
complete their life cycles.

One of the earliest and most exciting signs
of spring is the appearance of frogspawn,
usually in February but delayed until March
in cold conditions. The frogs are followed by
the toads spawning in April, their strings of
eggs wrapped around plants on the pond
edges. The tadpoles of both species tend to
disappear after hatching, their dark brown
colour camouflaging them from predators as
they nibble algae around the pond margins.
By early summer though, warm days bring
the developing toad tadpoles to the surface
in great black drifts and when they have all
their little legs and can use their new lungs
to gulp in air they are ready to leave the
water. This spectacular exodus happened in
late June this year: a day when it was
impossible to walk on paths near the
reservoir without sending great numbers of
tiny toads scuttling for their lives.

Our farm pond missed its usual newt survey
this year but usually my friend Val (who is
licensed to handle newts!) sets the box trap
on our pond in May and we do the count the
next day. We photograph the belly markings
on the Great Crested Newts to identify
individuals, just in case anyone has the time
to collate the pictures from different years to
see how long the newts live and how far
they venture. Other researchers have found
that they live an average of 7 or 8 years and
can easily travel between ponds (see ‘The
Nature of Wyre’ by the Wyre Forest Study
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Group). | did my own surveying in May
using a torch at night and saw at least 4
Great Crested Newts and many Palmate
and Smooth Newts snoozing in the shallows
of the pond. We have also seen several
spindly Palmate tadpoles during pond-
dipping sessions.

To bring us up to date, the young of all these
species will now be roaming the forest — the
adults too. | have to be very careful moving
piles of weeds or soil in the garden as |
usually come across tiny toads such as the
one in the photo — a perfect little replica of
its parents but only about 17mm long. This
is the time of year to do some pond
maintenance and | shall be scooping out
some of the pond weeds which have grown
prodigiously. I'll leave them a while on the
pond edges though so that little critters can
find their way back to safety in the water.

Linda lles
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e Fencing e Garden Sheds

e Patios e Summer Houses
e Drives e Fence Panels

e Decking e Log Stores

Mark Pearce

Landscape, Design and Rustic Garden Furniture

And Much More
Top Quality Fully Treated Timber Products
Mobile: 07875425028 Tel: 01746718404

Robert Bradley 1ogs
07794 798616

Seasoned Firewood, Hardwood,
Softwood or Mixed loads of logs.
Free Local Delivery

il e UPVC Fascias & Guttering e Re-roofing & general building T
e UPVC Windows, Doors & work wil |l
i Conservatories ®  Replacement Glass [ U
e  General Home Improvements e  Patio Jet Washing

QKELLERNS

DOORS & WINDOWS

Free No-Obligation quote. FENSA registered company with years of experience

Call on: 07807 759595 or 01584 890681
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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In August, 1 visited Kerry Taste and
Nutrition in Burford. As well as being one of
the largest employers in South Shropshire,
they are also taking real strides in reducing
their carbon footprint.

While there, I was able to see installation of
the last row of 750 solar panels on their food
processing plant’s roof, which has the power
to generate over 300kW - equivalent to over 1
million miles driven in an Electric Vehicle
per year. This will help Kerry T&N reduce
their operating costs, ensuring they continue
to contribute to the local economy.

The capital cost was funded by a
Community energy scheme, Big Solar Co-op,
one of the first such schemes in the country,
through an innovative funding arranged by
Sharenergy in Shrewsbury. Community
Energy schemes received a real boost last
month when the government announced a
new £10m Community Energy Fund. This
new fund will help to tackle barriers to entry
to the market by providing grants to the
community energy sector to help them
develop projects for commercial investment.

Alongside the new Community Energy
Fund, the government has announced a
consultation on the barriers the community
energy sector faces, and an annual report on
the community energy sector.

I have been convinced of the value of
community energy schemes to promote
renewable energy sources locally for some
time. I must declare an interest, as I have
been a member of Ludlow Hydro
Cooperative for a number of years, also put
together by Sharenergy, which generates
clean electricity via an Archimedes screw
turbine alongside the Horseshoe Weir in
Ludlow. I hope we will see more projects in
South Shropshire as this funding comes
onstream.
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Philip Dunne’s
Letter from Westminster

Important as the contribution these schemes

can be towards net zero, and as keen as I am
to support them, I do acknowledge, as does
the Committee on Climate Change, that we
will continue to need carbon based fuel
sources for decades to come, not least as it
will take years for the 29 million petrol and
diesel vehicles to be replaced from our roads
— which is why I did not leap to the
barricades when the government announced
last month it was issuing new North Sea oil
and gas licences.

I have called for the Government to set a
date to end further exploration and
development of fossil fuels in the North Sea,
and still believe that is right. But it is worth
considering the context that oil and gas
production from the UK side of the North
Sea is declining at around 8% a year. So the
logic behind granting new licences during
the transition to wholly renewable energy, is
to enable the production profile to decline
more gradually so that we can balance
our energy security by enabling our reliance
on imported additional oil and gas to be
reduced. The actions of Putin show how
risky it is to rely entirely on imports, or to
rely on higher emission fossil fuels from less
stable states.

I do remain an optimist on our ability to
meet net zero by 2050. After all, the UK has
decarbonised faster than any other country
in the G7, cutting emissions by 48% between
1990 and 2021, while the economy grew by
65%. But I have made no secret of how I
think the government needs to go further
and faster in some areas.

I shall continue to bang the drum for net
zero, and the economic growth that can
accompany it, as this latest renewable energy
investment in South Shropshire at Kerry
T&N shows.
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\ A small local business.
Ve .

| am a qualified lawyer with over 30

' years experience offering a personal
[ WESTONS | and approachable service.

, | undertake specialist will drafting,
re lasting powers of attorney, deputyship
applications and probate.

“I've used Mandy at Westons Wills
and Probate numerous times over

“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills
and Probate is a very professional

recent years covering all aspects
of her expertise. Her guidance on
the way forward and solutions to
issues that she has suggested has
been excellent. She is extremely
communicative and responsive,
and handles difficult situations
with compassion and empathy.

I have happily and confidently
recommended her services to
everyone I know that would

and knowledgeable person. She
has now become my ‘go to’ legal
adviser and has taken on many
legal tasks for me and my family.
Wills, Probate, Inheritance Tax
and Powers of Attorney. I trust
her judgement and experience
to act in mine and my family’s
best interest. I would highly
recommend her legal services to
anyone.”

friendly professional manner

\'b Professional
Willwriters

Contact me today

“Great expertise and a

”

Institute of

APPROVED CODE

TRANMOSTANDAR NS 1K

A Yellcom.

Google

benefit from her services.” ®

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email mandy@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk
Address The Old Snuff Mill Warehouse, Park Lane, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY 12 2EL

Soft furnishing and
Interior Design Services

CMasquerade

Fabrics Limited

No.19 YR
The Beauty Room =%

T
with Jane Weaver ’
Wash away the agches, pains and stress of everyday life by
indulging in a relaxing Swedish massage, any combination of
back, shoulder, neck, arms and legs, ~=, %, 1 or 1+ hrs, or
treal yoursell to a manicure/pedicure, waxing or tinting.

01299 271 680
36 High Street Cleobury Mortimer near Kidderminster
Telephone consultations available to discuss any personal Worcestershire DY14 8DQ
Tequirements, treatmenta availatle at Neo. 18 or in your own home,

Contact Jare on 07965 S82269 or email 18thebeautyroom@gmail. com

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell
Just like the lotus flower we too have the aé}'ﬁ{y to rise from the mud, bloom out of

Crowson and many more...
Comprehensive design, measuring and fitting service.

the darkness and radiate into the world!
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Simon Morton In The Garden

Is It The Seeds Or The Sower?

While browsing one of my favourite
gardening magazines, I came across an article
about Cosmos which, I won’t lie, sent me into a
bit of spin. Let me explain...

First things first, if you're unaware of
Cosmos, think big daisy style flower. They
come in various colours and petal
configurations and are one of the most reliable
annuals in the gardener’s kit bag. There’s a
particularly impressive example on the way out
of Cleobury heading towards Ludlow, almost
opposite the GPs - whoever is responsible for
these fine blooms, please take a bow - they’re
gorgeous...and I'm very jealous.

I'm jealous because, back in the day, I used
to be a bit of a dab hand at the old Cosmos
growing. As the magazine article explained in
unintentionally mocking terms, Cosmos are
very easy to grow from seed. I mean, you have
to be completely rubbish not to get these things
to do their thing - a bonafide and certified
gardening dunce.

Well, you guessed it - my Cosmos have
failed me for the second year in a row. The
white ones (Purity for those in the know) have
been particularly pants, while the more
colourful lot (Sensation and Fizzy Rose for
those taking notes) have fared only slightly
better.

It's difficult not to take this sort of thing
personally. A friend of mine from down the
road - you know the type, effortlessly
horticulturally gifted (she only has to look at a
plant, and it stands to attention while weeds
shuffle off, keen to get away before she expertly
dispatches them with her trowel) - actually
laughed at my beds of Cosmos Purity. Now,
she’s a lovely and kind-hearted lady, but an
involuntary guffaw can knock a man’s
confidence. The same goes for another mate
who sagely mentioned Monty Don’s advice to
pinch Cosmos out early. Thanks for the advice,
Brian - where were you two months ago when
the pinching should have happened?
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My natural response to such
disappointments is to look for things or people
to blame. I could point at the weather; after all,
it'’s been a weird old year, hasn’t it? However,
this argument falls flat when you consider the
aforementioned display on Ludlow Road. I
suppose there is an outside chance that my
garden is under the spell of some peculiar
microclimate, but I fear this is clutching at
straws.

Maybe it’s the soil that I plonked them in?
They’re relatively new beds and have
admittedly undergone a smidgen of chemical
warfare to ward off the most stubborn weeds -
have I unwittingly created a post-nuclear
apocalypse border?

My money (quite literally) is on the seed
supplier. For the last couple of years, I've
ordered my seeds from a bloke on a barge who
posts pictures of his big dog on social media (if
you're in the know, you’ll know). In an attempt
to go full-on organic, I turned my back on the
big seed suppliers with their pesky quality
control systems and easy-to-use websites and
went for the artisan option. Admirable but
potentially flawed.

I wager that the above factors, coupled with
my obvious ineptitude, lie at the core of my
Cosmos conundrum. Ho hum.

Now, I always try and conclude these
missives with a positive, so here goes. Firstly -
writing this has been incredibly cathartic.
Thanks, dear reader - you've been brilliant. Has
anyone ever told you that you're a fantastic
listener? And secondly, failed Cosmos blooms
means that I've been spared the deadheading
marathon that kicks in around this time every
year, saving me at least an hour each day.

Every cloud, eh?

Simon Morton
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SITUATIONS VACANT, OFFERING A CHANCE TO WORK FOR THE

WIDER COMMUNITY

Hopton Wafers Parish Council
Job Vacancy: Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer

Hopton Wafers Parish Council plays a vital role in representing the interests of our local community and by
working together, we believe we can improve the quality of life and local environment for everyone.

A vacancy has occurred for a Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer to commence 1st November 2023. Candidates
must be computer literate and have internet access and ideally should have previous experience working as a
Parish Clerk and/or have knowledge of local government, although training can be provided.

The Clerk is responsible for preparing agendas, taking minutes, dealing with correspondence, liaising with
contractors and local government officials, managing of accounts to include keeping of cash book, bank
reconciliations, preparing budgets, VAT returns, PAYE, organising audits and the administration of the Parish
Council website. The Clerk ensures correct procedures are followed and advises the Parish Council to ensure
that it acts within its powers.

The salary is based on 7 hours per week and calculated according to the National Joint Council for Local
Government Services (NJC) rates, dependent upon qualifications and/or experience within the range SCP
5-17 (£21,575-£26,845) pro rata.

Attendance is required at the Parish Council Meetings held in the Parish on the 2nd Monday of each month.

For further details and an application form please contact:
Clir Mark Humpage
By email: mark@hoptonwafersparishcouncil.org.uk
Or tel: 07971 603316

Farlow Parish Council

serving Farlow, Oreton and Hill Houses
Appointment of Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer

A vacancy has arisen for the position of Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer.

For this role, it would be necessary for the candidate to be computer literate and have internet access.
Candidates should be familiar with administrative and financial procedures.

Ideally the candidate will have some knowledge of the procedures of local government and/or in the role of
the Clerk, although training is available.

The role of Clerk is to be responsible for preparing meeting agendas, taking minutes, dealing with
correspondence and liaising with various departments of local government. They will be responsible for
managing the accounts and the financial obligations of the council. The Clerk manages the Parish website
and posts public notices as necessary.

The Clerk advises the Parish council and ensures that correct procedures are followed and that it acts within
its powers. Training is available up to the level of studying for the Certificate in Local Councils
Administration, if required.

Attendance of the monthly meetings, currently held at 7.30pm on the last Thursday of the month, at Oreton
Village Hall will be required.

The role is Part time and is for 10 hrs per month, the salary will be calculated in accordance with the National
Joint Council for Local Government Services rates, dependant on experience.

Please submit Cv and covering letter/email to Neil Sutton
Chair of Farlow Parish Council
Little Stocking, Oreton Road, Oreton, Kidderminster. DY14 OT)J email:- littlestocking@hotmail.co.uk
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BILL’'S QUALITY METALWORK
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU
Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports,
Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service.
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914
Office for a free quote

07977 573790. - 07587 $90007
Wé/mmwmekémém

o a//lc/m/, é&f/w/w/ seroce Lo
celebrate L your loved onels (%

Fully insured qualified professional

Excellent workmanship and quality customer care
From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects

Tim Clare - 07890 519980
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THE COMMUNITY WORKSHOP AND CAFE

Homeschool Workshops

Wednesdays and Fridays
10.00 to 12.30 & 1.30 to 4.00

Our workshops are designed for 11 year old (with a little wiggle room) and
above and we work with each child to find a project that meets their interests
and ability. They can work with a variety of materials from wood and copper
to felt and paint. We are passionate about the benefits of working creatively
in a safe and friendly environment. To book a trial session send us an email
or pop in on a Wednesday or Friday. Sessions are booked in half term
blocks.

Costs are £18 a session. Materials are often donated but if purchased specifically
will be charged.

TEL. 07984 354682 (OTHECWCAFE EMAIL. THECWCAFE(COGMAIL.COM PARK ALLEY, BEWDLEY. WWW.THECWCAFE.UK
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Clarion Clippings The Local News

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER CLARION SEPTEMBER 22ND
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road,Cleobury Mortimer,
Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642Mobile: 07410 977 212E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from: Select & Save, Londis, Cleoburrs,
Cleobury Cafe, Severn Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The
Library.

And out in the county:

Heath Farm Meats, Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The Colliers Cafe, Sun &
Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow Library; Mahorall Cider
Farm; Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, Neen Sollars;
Eagle & Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington,
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.

Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy

fully licenced by Shropshire Council
visit our website: www.purrrfectcattery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcattery.co.uk
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Doddington
Lodge

Pevidenttial Core HHome

liVing with us

at Doddington Lodge

Coare and W forimithe ot dyAeart

We would like to welcome you and your family to
Doddington Lodge, our newly renovated, privately
owned residential and dementia care home in
the historic, tranquil hamlet of Doddington, Nr
Cleobury Mortimer. Located on the beautiful
Worcestershire & Shropshire boarder, providing
picturesque views from every aspect of our home.

With a modern bistro dining room and bar with a
delicious daily menu created by our accomplished
chef. Individually designed spacious double rooms,
allowing couples to stay together or beautiful single
rooms all with en-suites and stunning countryside
views. Even a hairdressing salon for alittle pampering
to provide a place of well-being.

Doddington Lodge is a place where friendships are
made and special moments are shared. We organise
many fun activities that everyone can get involved
with, whether that’s a sing along, arts and crafts,
collecting fresh veg from the allotment or just simply
helping each other with a crossword in our daily
newspaper. Each day is different, we certainly have
many happy moments...

Our home is a loving community and family, where
you can consider Doddington Lodge a home away
from home. We will provide you with all the key
information, guiding you through every step of the
process, whether you are staying with us for a short
or long stay.

www.doddingtonlodge.com | E: enquiries@doddingtonlodge.com | T: 01584 707084

addinoto Q g A are Ho g

on N gburv Mortim 9
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Join us for a warm cup of cheer
and plenty of laughs at our
monthly Doddington Lodge
Coffee Mornings!

Every 2nd Friday of the month, come
together with residents, family & friends over
tea or coffee. Enjoy freshly baked cakes as well

as the Doddington Lodge monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person — including your
beverage and slice of cake — join us for our
get-together on Friday, September 8th, 2023,
from 10 am until midday.

We look forward to seeing you!

Y TEAM SPOTLIGHT *

We would like to introduce you to Renee, a shining star here at Doddington Lodge!
With a warm heart and a friendly smile, at just 24 Renee has been a dedicated
carer for the past 12 months. Renee lives in Cleobury with her partner Arron, their
lovable Red Fox Labrador Dexter, and two adorable cats, Poppy and Simba.

When she’s not busy making a difference in the lives of our residents, Renee loves
spending time with her family and watching Arron’s son, Logan, playing his football
matches in Bridgnorth.

We are extremely proud to have Renee as part of the Doddington Lodge Team.

www.doddingtonlodge.com | E: enquiries@doddingtonlodge.com | T: 01584 707084
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CARTER’S ANTIQUES Alan Smith Aerials

. Digital TV Installations.
We are looking to purchase all manner of
antiques, jewellery, coins, medals Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house.
and curiosities. Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off

payment, No contract or subscription required.

For a free valuations kindly telephone Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room.

John Carter: 07779 311792 All work is carriedir?:ézzailnl;&iaelr, fully qualified and
Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com '

01299 270007 or 07970 675728

*{{HT\IF{'T 1Eal*.hlll“-a

Ouizide Renovation

I'mee »urgery, Hard Landscapinge
Slabbing and Fencing

Decking. Roofing

Contract Mowing

L L J L L L

Call for a free quotation

R. Price B Sons
Mablle: U967 140720 Emall: rnoger@country-skille.co.uk

Claire Bf‘ac//ef SINGING LESSONS

F/Ma/ﬁg‘@w Professional singer and
Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and eXperienced teaCher recently

funeral flowers

moved to this area
Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards Va cancies avai |a b | e
christmas workshops available All styles, ages, standards welcome
Email:clairebradleyl@icloud.com CO ntact Angela Ka Zim ie rczu k on

01299 270415 or 07980 580770
07870 506655

GW

Tree Stump Removal
Commercial and residential.

Fully insured, qualified and professional.
Your property left neat and tidy.
Happy to give quotes with no obligation.
Ring Sam: 07787095668 or 01299832549
Email: sam@gwstumpremoval.co.uk
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“YARM 4, Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood

Q}' ‘2‘ '7» Opening Hours
# Wed 8am to 5.30pm, Thurs 8am to 7pm, Fri 8am to 5.30pm, Sat 8am to 12.30pm
Straight from Our Farm to Table
We rear & sell all our own beef, pork, lamb & mutton through our shop on farm.
We also make our own flavoured sausages, burgers, home cured bacon,

BABGINSWOOD gammon etc. No order to large or small.
Saegfaswood Clssbury Mockner Hams @ All Poultry @ Honey @ Mawley Milk & Cream @ Ashley’s Cakes & Bread @
;;..‘;ja.m:_\'.;-r Worcs. DY14 8NB Jams @ Eggs @ Cheeses @ Apple Juice @ Potatoes @ Meat Pies @ Sticks & Logs

Tebephone: 01746 718732

Telephone 01746 718732 with your order to arrange a date & time for collection

THE SHOE BOX NEWS

Sorry | haven’t been in touch about the shoe-box appeal. To some extent |
have taken over from Jenny, but only in as much that | just collect all
donations and pass them on to the Teams 4U.This is the same charity that
Jenny passed her completed shoe boxes to; | just don’t have the time to pack
boxes, but | am happy to receive and pass them on. If you have small
complete toys and games, plus anything that we can fill the boxes with, that
would be great. Please ensure it is useable, clean and tidy, whatever you
donate.

Regards Keith 0797630 7889.

WYRE EFEOREST
WOODCRAFT

purposc made joincry

Specialists in the Manufacture
of Purpose Made Joinery

* Tailor Made Timber Windows

» Traditional and Contemporary
Style Timber Doors

* Custom Made Staircases
» Bespoke Conservatories

* Made to Measure Gates
TO SEE EXAMPLES OF OUR FULLY FACTORY FINISHED JOINERY VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND SHOWROOM

www.wyreforestwoodcraft.co.uk
01562 68100 | enquirv@wyreforestwoodcraft.co.uk
Oldington Lane | Firs Ind Est | Kidderminster | Worcestershire | DY11 7QN
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Paul Harding Tree Services

e Tree surgery and felling
e Woodland thinning & maintenance
¢ Hedge trimming & grass cutting
e Supplier of hardwood logs, kindling and garden bark
*NPTC certified fully insured. Domestic and commercial work undertaken.
Tel 01584 890 993 Mob 07970 878 224

Hollywaste Holiday Lets

Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) cottage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury Mortimer. Fully equipped kitchen,
open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC. Includes Freesat and fast WiFi. There are enclosed & open
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beautiful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
Staycations, Pamper weekends , Shooting weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends,
Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!

If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and time frame.

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE

. - | Providing a thorough nail and foot
Reflexology is a non-invasive form of complementary medicine. It
involves a method of treatment in which pressure is applied to the care treatment in th ec Omfort Of y our

feet or hands to treat a wide range of ailments and is effective in

Glenys Turpin Reflexology

promoting deep relaxation and well-being. own h ome
Reflexology does not claim to cure, diagnose or prescribe. It may be . . .
used alongside orthodox medicine and may be helpful with stress Reg |Stered and INSuU red pract|t|oner_
related symptoms and other conditions.

For more help and information contact Glenys... STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dlp RFHP

5 New Road, Cleobury Mortimer. glenturp@hotmail.co.uk 07763 352759 07794 022 61 8

Diploma of The Bayly School of Reflexology , Member of The British Reflexology Association
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Cleobury Mortimer Benefice
Church services throughout the Benefice in August 2023

St Mary’s Cleobury Mortimer

Sunday 3" September — 10.00am Family Eucharist
Sunday 10™ September — 8.30am Said Eucharist
Sunday 10* September —10.00am Eucharist
Sunday 17" September — 10.00am Eucharist — Charter Service
Sunday 24 September — 10.00am Eucharist

Every Wednesday — 10.00am Eucharist
Every Thursday — 10.00-11.30am - Drop in at St Mary’s with the Pastoral Care Group & Stay and Play.

St Michael and All Angels’, Hopton Wafers

Sunday 3" September — 9.30am Eucharist
Sunday 17t September — 9.30am Harvest Eucharist

St John the Baptist, Doddington

Sunday 3" September — 11.00am Eucharist
Sunday 17t September— 3.00pm Harvest Service

All Saints’, Neen Sollars

Sunday 3" September — 11.00am Village Worship

Sunday 10" September —11.00am Village Worship

Sunday 17t September - 11.00am Village Worship
Sunday 24t September — 11.00am Village Eucharist

St George’s, Milson

Sunday 3" September — 6.00pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 17 September — 11.00 Harvest Eucharist

St Mary’s, Neen Savage

Sunday 3 September — 6.00pm — Evening Prayer BCP
Sunday 17" September — 9.00am Eucharist BCP

St John the Baptist, Kinlet

Sunday 10* September — 11.15am Eucharist BCP
Sunday 24" September — 6.00pm Evening Prayer BCP

The Church Office is open Tuesday and Thursday from 8.00am-2.00pm
Contact details: Sam Dolphin cleoburychurch@hotmail.com Tel: 01299 272916
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

CARDS, GIFTS, HOMEWARE, HARDWARE AND
BO U rrS EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS!

We have a great range of stock! Competitive prices AND We are open 7 days
Pop inside before you pop online!

18 High Street, Cleobury Mortimer

Tel: 01299 489590

Email: cleoburrs.onthehighstreet@gmail.com

Like our Facebook page CLEOBURRS

BODEN & SON Milk est. 2013
Not only do we deliver fresh Mawley Milk from the farm to your doorstep,
we also deliver: cream , eggs, butter, fruit juice & now.....
&7 _ Ashley’s fresh bread
Telephone: 01584 891550 EMAIL boden6400@gmail.com
Relax Breathe Stretch Tone home:

One to one Yoga lessons
BWY trained teacher with over 15 years

Nail trimming
Ingrowing toenails

expe rience Corn removal
Thickening nails
Can travel to your home Callus reduction
Angela Kazimierczuk Verruca treatment
07870 506655 Diabetic foot care
07478 007913
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NHS & private eye tests ¢ FREE children’s glasses
FREE NHS glasses ¢ Home visits

Opening Times-
Tuesday  gam-1pm
Zpm-3pm
Wednesday gam-1pm
2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-ipm
2pm-3pm
Friday 10am-2pm
Saturday gam-1pm

www.cleoburyopticians.co.uk

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster
DY14 8BX

Tel: 01299 270012

Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com

CARPENTRY

All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

Tel: 07854 032750 Email: duncpearcel@gmail.com

Stewart Mumford Architectural Services

E}cspakc Architecture

Great value personal service backed up with extensive local knowledge,
established links with other construction professionals to ensure
comprehensive packages specifically tailored to individual needs.

Initial consultation free of charge.

Specialist in Works to Listed Buildings, Affordable Houses, T: 01208 271068
Open Market Houses, House Extension and Alteration, Barn M: 07977 921039
Conversion and Commercial Projects, E: officef@stewartmumford. co.uk
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A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing *Oftec approved

*Bathrooms *Qil boilers

*Hot water cylinders *Servicing

*Central heating *Power flushing Building &
Carpentry Services

Call Today: 07565 181554 Tel - 07752 463 651

Email - hurleyhomesltd@outlook.com

u ali We source our wood from a
reputable and sustainable source.
ﬁreWOOd Can deliver up to 20 mile radius from

Bayton (DY 14 9NA).

for Sale We can do multiple and large loads.

Please call to enquire on pricing.

John Edwards 07531025018

E‘ Lisa Steward Ironing services

Hopton Wafers

A. Farr Painting &
Decorating

Give your home a beautiful new look....

Contact;

andyfarr12345@gmail.com 07815 855340
Please call: 07581065436 for more information
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MRS GRUMPY

So, Thames Water 'stars' again for having the
worst environmental performance of all the
companies according to the latest
Environment Agency annual assessment,
being responsible for 17 of the most serious
incidents. Anglia were second bottom with
just' 11. The good news: Severn Trent came
top. The bad news: it was top of 'a very poor
league' according to the head of the
Environment Agency. It makes you wonder
whether the EA and OFWAT have been
asleep for the last few years. It's true that the
EA has had their funding cut by about 30%
over the last decade but, speaking to those
who have or are working there, much of their
time is spent hanging around waiting for
someone to tell them what jobs needed doing
or awaiting 'elf and safety clearance. Mind
you, they became very good at cards...

The political arena is starting to warm up as
the various participants limber up for the
next general election. The last little flurry of
by-elections seem to have ended in a score
draw with the major parties winning one
each. The problem for me is that none of the
major participants appear very statesmanlike
and as George Pompidou, past President of
France once said: 'A statesman is someone
who puts himself at the service of his nation,
a politician is someone who puts his nation at
the service of himself'. Sadly, recent events
have shown how true this remains.

A £130 million UK charity has succumbed
to 'Colonial Guilt' and decided to cease
operations. Was it that their money came
from the slave trade or colonial looting?

No. It was that their income derived from
global investments and this was felt
incompatible with their 'social, racial and
climate justice' agenda. So they are winding
up and their annual grants of around £13
million to needy charities will cease. No
doubt potential recipients will be delighted
that this grand gesture will deprive them of
much needed income...

Cleobury Clarion - September 2023

I gather that you don't need a dog to go
dogging although an audience helps. An
outbreak of people indulging in the pastime
at a car park near Cheltenham has spurred
the police into action. They have installed
CCTV and the Gloucestershire Police and
Crime Commissioner has issued a statement
saying 'You are being watched'. Will that stop
them as I thought being watched was the
whole idea?...

So, HS 0.9 has now been coded Red' by the
Infrastructure and Projects Authority. This
means 'successful delivery of the project
appears to be unachievable'. Still, it's only
our money of which some £20 billion has
already been spent, not to mention the
ancient forests ripped up and cemeteries
despoiled. As one wag put it Tt was called
HS2 because it would cost twice as much and
take twice as long as planned to complete'.
That's true and then some.

I see that the train companies and rail
unions are jointly working night and day to
make train travel as difficult as possible. The
latest wheeze is to shut ticket offices and
force travellers to either book online or
wrestle with the complexities of the ticket
machines. They claim that the affected staff
will be deployed within the station to assist
passengers especially those who are disabled
but I'll believe that when I see it.

A recent review of some 30 medical centres
in the area resulted in the Cleobury set up
coming first so well done to them for their
efforts. If you are thinking of having a moan
about their performance, just consider that it
is likely to be much worse elsewhere.

So, The Lionesses got to the final. Shame
about the result. Still, they have the European
Cup but it seems ironic that they are
probably paid far less for winning trophies
than the men's team who don't. Proves that
when you want a job done properly, get a
woman...

Ariadne |. Grumpy
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More Clarion Smalls

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE

No ladders or scaffolding needed.
Can reach any awkward place.

All residential and commercial
Competitive rates

Call 1an on 07870384096

HIS & HERS

Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and
Cross breeds professionally
Trimmed and Groomed

J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

-

Little Detton

Cleobury Mortimer
DY14 8LW
07825030607

www.littledetton.co.uk

Free delivery for
orders over £30
within 10 miles

[ Home Grown Meats ]

Rare Breed Beef, Lamb, & Pork, Sausages,
Bacon & Gammon, Free Range Chicken
See us at the Farmers Market

Washing Machine
Repairs and Sales
JULIAN BREAKWELL
Telephone 07791 633 746
Repairs to all makes, including
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and
Hotpoint
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FIXED LABOUR COST

Ever After

Breakfast club
After school club
Holiday club

“Forest schools”
outings

15hrs education
funding

L 24U funding

. Age ranges: 3
months to 11
years

Day Nursery
Cleobury Mortimer
Please contact us on 01299 272 777
Or Call in to see us anytime.
Friendly, Caring Environment for the Community

PAUL LYNCH PLASTERING SERVICES
Recently relocated. Offering all aspects
of plastering.including making and
repairing mouldings, cornices, etc.
Fully insured, references available.
07890 049 592
or

01299 272931

®Piano tutor
Francis Engleheart

All ages — I specialise in teaching adults

without previous experience
I come to you

07710 288526 «fengleheart@hotmail.com

S. L. CARTER

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER
TEL: 01299 272868
MOBILE: 07815 483 029
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Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

At Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club we believe that a really enjoyable golf day takes more than just a
great golf course.We make sure that your whole experience, from the friendly welcome in the golf
shop to your drinks and meal in our relaxed clubhouse, is all part of a day you’ll remember.

Everyone Welcome

Membership available.

Just some of the many benefits of joining Cleobury Mortimer Golf Club

- Acccess to full length 27- hole golf course - Playing opportunities at all times of the week
- Opportunity to achieve and maintain a handicap - A range of competitive opportunities
- Family, Friendly Environment - Open dawn to dusk 363 days a year.

We look forward to meeting you at Shropshire’s friendliest golf club.

(4‘":)) © 01299 271 112 (ext 1)
© pro@clecburygolfclub.com
CleoburyMortimer’

GOLF ACADEMY © www.cleoburygolfclub.com
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Lower St Garage ey

7§ Lower 51, Cleobury Mortimer. DY14 844

« M.O.Ts on cars, motor bikes & « Diagnostics, Air conditioning
small commercial vehicles « ‘Welding.
« Tyres, Tyre fitting, « Service and Repairs to most vehicles,
« Puncture repair and Tracking. +« Delivery and Collection Service Available

Contact The Team at Lower St Garage on: 01299 270208

Family run business of 30 years, call us for a free no
obligation quote
Finance available, buy now and pay later

5 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Phone: 01562 822855 — Email: sales@twshg.com

| Likes
1= e <8
= e

R R

Page 44 Cleobury Clarion - September 2023



SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

Routine & Emergency emptying of Domestic & Commercial:-

SEPTIC TANKS
TREATMENT PLANTS
ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS
BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE
GREASE TRAPS

Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire & Worcestershire.

Call us now for your free quote.

Station yard, Station road,
Woofferton, Ludlow SY8 4AW

07805 312168
ludlowsalvage@gmail.com
/ludlowsalvage

/ludlowsalvage

WWW.LUDLOWSALVAGE.CO.UK

OIL BOILER ENGINEER

. Boiler servicing & repairs
.  Worcester Bosch installer
. General plumbing work

07974121297 billejpbrown75@gmail.com @wbrownplumbingheating
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Ground Floor Office Suite, : * M::
‘ 85,
Upner Baveney Park, ) 55
Cleobury Mortimer, | R T LT
, Kidderminster, 2 {« el R PROVIDINGICARE
¥ L o 8 | | e
DY14 8LF N '_J : m—ry &

Tel: 01746 718816 /CMBesnokecare

Email: cmhespokecare@outliook.com /cmbespokecare

Bl TOTAL PROPERTY E-PUIZSLOI‘X & SOSN LlTD
Y B tone, Gravel, Cement Supplies
e AAUAUIEL,IS2 Approved Coal Merchant

Calor Gas Stockists
Tarmacadam Specialists

Car Parks and Driveways
Rob Taylor Constructed.

Mobile: 07944 074540 Landline:01299 832734 TEL: 01299 270314

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk
1 FLOWERS by FIONA
.l 07875-077941

SPECIAL OCCASIONS
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

Fireplaces built for multi-fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

FBK ~ Instagram ~ WhatsApp
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Clarion Clippings. - The Local News

THE FAR FOREST
COUNTRY SHOP

This is always a big fun event, with a wide
range of attractions to appeal to everyone in the
family. And the ladies taking our money at the
entrance were a really welcoming, friendly
touch.

Loved the ‘Salvaged with Style’ display of using
recycled houseware and oddments to make eye
catching displays like this crockery clock.

THE CLASSIC BIKE SHOW

It’s back at Lacon Childe School on Sunday the
10th, organised by the Parent Teacher
Association with all profits ploughed back to
the school to further our children’s education.

Lots of two-wheeled history on show and
some interesting noises when the bikes arrive
and depart. Opens at 10.00, there’s some really
good catering and loads of bikes to recapture
memories of youth.

Steve Woodson of Twit Twoo was quite a star with
his display of owls and falcons, but this one had just
flown back after wandering off, maybe attracted by

some succulent sparrows across the road?

You won’t see many if any of such classic
beauties as this Vincent ‘Black Shadow’, but
you will meet some of the friendliest people on

Big bouncy castles and monsters, with plenty of
wheels.

bouncy, enthusiastic children to match.
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We are a friendly Shropshire based architectural practice with plenty of
experience in all kinds of residential projects large and small.

Using the latest 3D software package and technology we can turn your virtual
dream home into a reality.

Contact us now on 07825 759484 or email
julie@severnarchitects.co.uk
for your consultation

QOur Architectural Design Services include
Design & Feasibility Studies

General project Advice

3D Modelling

2D CAD Drawing

Planning Advice and Submissions
Building Regulation Applications
Tender & Construction Drawings
Contract & Project Management

RIBA #v

Chartered Practice
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KIDDERMINSTER
JINISTORAGE AND REMOVALS

STORAGE
Free insurance . Flexible Terms
Fixed Price Guarantee . No hidden costs

REMOVALS
Professional Removal Service
Est. over 25 years

PACKAGING MATERIALS
Boxes, Bubblewrap, Tape Etc. for sale
Free local deliveries on orders over £20

01562 744088

www.kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk
Unit 11 Finepoint Way, Stourport Road, Kidderminter DY11 7FB
info@kidderminsterselfstorage.co.uk
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KINLET
301299 841 391
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SERVICING & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES & MODELS
W Clutches & Cambelts W Exhausts, Batteries & Tyres B Wheel Alignment
B Diagnostics B Recovery B Welding

KINLET C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Love to Learn — Learn to Love

e Qutdoor play areas * Small family atmosphere

¢Kind — Inspire — Nurturing — Learning — Eco-friendly -Teamwork

www.Kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk admin@XKkinlet.shropshire.sch.uk
Telephone: 01299 841210
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N.R. Evans Landscaping >

° Grass cutting ° Fencing, including:

L Strimming ® Panel fencing

. hed " ° Post and rail fencing
edge cutting o Picket fencing

° garden and site clearance A Stock fencing

domestic and commercial customers welcome

Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance

Booton Brothers

Construction

Rich: 07445298747 Mike: 07853225401
bootonbrothers@outlook .com
All building work undertaken

[.P.T. GROUND SOLUTIONS

Over 30 /years experience

For all pipe installations: For all your ground needs
eSewage *Storm drainage Contact lan on:
*Blockage/Repairs *Ditches T: 07870 384 096
eGrass Cutting / Hedge Trimming E: ian.ptaylor@yahoo.com
oDrivewayS eGround clearance W: iptgroundsolutions.co.uk
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m_] REUPHOLSTERY SERVICES:
+ AUTOMOTIVE
* CARAVANS
* CAMPER VANS

* TRADITIONAL & MODERN

EVE RYT H l NG * COMMERCIAL & BESPOKE
* DOMESTIC
l N I E R l O R * CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
(in partnership with WE GLEAM)

U P H O I_ S T E R Y OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

¥
:'- ~,qy_:_.'_ 4

CONTACT US TODAY

Unit 19 Old Station Business Park, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8SY
07961 712683 / 07961 792103
www.everythinginterior.co.uk
email: everythinginterior@outlook.com
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Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 4 )
written?

Writing your Will and planning for later life can feel like a daunting process...

It doesn’t have to be!

| guide you through the process of writing your Will and Lasting Powers of Attorney \_ )
I’m Stephanie

Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

07966366505 | Info@thewillwritinggroup.co.uk | www.thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
Independent Financial Advice?

Consequential Planning are your local independent financial advisers. We have a highly
qualified team with extensive experience in all aspects of financial planning. We can

offer help and advice on investments, pensions, protection and mortgages.

Telephone 01299 407128 ( C ial
to arrange a free financial review or visit: ) onsequentla

PLANNING LTD
WWW.cns(.co.uk
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. Burning Blocks ..
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A safe and easy to use alternative for logs for both wood stoves and open fires

2
%,

° Easy to light / roaring fire in under 5 mins
Discount for local . Easy to stack / 10kg packs UK wide
 delivery guote: . High heat / similar to coal on output delivery available,
fa"l'r']\g‘lzo att the . Each briquette lasts over an hour aprox. 2 days
u (] Low moisture / 8% moisture maximum
] Store undercover

buy online at www.burningblocks.co.uk

For more information:-
Email: burningblocks@gmail.com Website: www.burningblocks.co.uk FB: https://www.facebook.com/burningblocksbriquettes

\/>~..The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep

| + Traditional & Power Sweeping Services

¢+  Certified Chimney Sweep
+ Insurance Recognised certificate issued

M: 07752 116629 T:01584 781358 E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk
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Our Services

About us

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the

SOLAR PV Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years.
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy.
EV CHARGERS
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
AIR SOURCE Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
HEAT PUMPS the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
What can EnergyZone Offer?
GROUND SOURCE o With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
HEAT PUMPS with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
e Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
BATTERIES much you could save.
¢ Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
VENTILATION independent from the grid.
e Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
UNDERFLOOR o¥linders.
HEATING e Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives.
e Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.
RADIATORS i .
Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!
For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations: q.\ 01299 270011
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M) sales@energyzone.co.uk
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 | theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

COMMUNITIES

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY

01299 272301

Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri and 10 to 1 Sat.

LOCAL POLICE

PC Wayne Strangwood

07773 054 587

wayne.strangwood@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES

Fiona McCallum

07805 737 555

theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS

Lowri Hughes

cleoburybeavers@gmail.com

CRIMESTOPPERS

0800 555 111

Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report
any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE

0800 783 1359

Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL

01584 878046

Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Kim 01299 272732 markethall@cleobury.org.uk
MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.
SHROP DOC 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED

Pete Blackburn

07776 243 584

petblack@me.com

THE PHARMACY

01299 270219

Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers
prescriptions

ST ELIZABETH’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Angela Flowers

01299 270318

Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND

Rosemary Abbiss

01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL

Clerk Dorothy
McBride

01299 271154

Cleobury Country Centre 9 to 2 pm, Mon to Fri.
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre
on the first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE

01299 270211

In the Select and Save Grocery Store, Church
Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT

Mark Greaves

07828 116810

mark.stmarys@Jive.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH
FORUM

01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME

01299 666119

Mandy Smith

WASTE DISPOSAL

0345 678 9007

The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES

Severn Trent

0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH

Pastor E Stirrup

01562 630595

Sunday services at 10.30
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THE SEPTEMBER SOCIAL CALENDAR

Tue. 2nd. 2.00. The Carer Only Support Group met at St Mary’s Place, Love Lane.
Mon. 4th  Clows Top Craft Club meet at Victory Hall

7.30. CM Photography Club meet at the Market Hall, Church Street.
Wed. 6th GREEN BINS AND GARDEN RUBBISH EMPTIED TODAY

6.00. Late Night 6.00 to 7.00 at the Food Bank in the Market Hall.

7.30 The Photographic Club meet at the Market Hall for a Show and Tell.

7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.

Fri.8th  10.00. Doddington Lodge Coffee Morning; all welcome. PAGE 13
Sun. 10th. 10.00 The Borders Classic Bike Show, Lacon Childe School.
Tue. 12th  7.30am. The Breakfast Club gather at the Golf Club. PAGE 13

Wed. 13th DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
10.00 Walking for Health gathers at Blackstone Car Park, Bewdley
10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall.
7.30. Royal British Legion meet at the Talbot Hotel.
Fri. 15th. 9.00 Community Information Drop-In at Cleobury Country Centre. = PAGE 29
8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall.
Sat. 16th ~ 7.30. Flicks in the Sticks offers the great Bill Nighy in “Living”. PAGE 5
Sun. 17th 12.00 noon. President’s Day at the Bowling Club. PAGE 7
Cleobury Concert Brass compete in the National Championship.
Mon. 18th 7.30. The Reading Group meet at the town library, Love Lane
Wed. 20th GREEN BINS AND GARDEN RUBBISH EMPTIED TODAY
7.30 Clee Hill Wildlife Club AGM at the Village Hall. PAGE 7
7.30. The Photographic Club meet at the Market Hall for a Workshop.
7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall.
Fri. 22nd  7.30. Phoenix Big Band Night, Saint Mary’s Church. PAGE 7
7.30. British Legion Harvest Auction, Sports and Social Club. PAGE 11
Mon. 25th 7.30 The Nearly Dead Poets’ Society gather at the library in Love Lane.
Wed. 27th. DOMESTIC RUBBISH AND RECYCLING BINS EMPTIED TODAY
10.00. Walking for Health step out from the Market Hall.
10.00. CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market Hall.
Fri. 29th 7.30. Michaelmas Concert by local talent, all for CoCo in the Parish church. PAGE 5
8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington Village Hall

AND LOOKING FORWARD TO OCTOBER

Tue 3rd 2.00 Carer Only Support Group meets at St Mary’s Place, Love Lane

Wed. 4th GREEN BINS AND GARDEN RUBBISH EMPTIED TODAY
7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington Village Hall

Sat. 7t. 7.00. Cosford Military Wives’ Choir in concert at the Parish Hall. PAGE 5
6.30. Murder Mystery Night at Clows Top Victory Hall. PAGE 7

REGULAR EVENTS OF INTEREST
Monday 8.00. Bingo Night at the Market Hall
Tuesday 2.00 Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall.
Thursday 10.00 Coffee and Chat at the Parish Church.
2.00. Tina Hobin's exercise for the mature at Saint Mary’s Place, Love Lane.
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Letter from America. Lisa Baldwin’s advice.

Question
I am finding that I want to spend more time alone. My friends are concerned that I
may be depressed. I do enjoy their company when together. I have read that
isolating oneself can be a sign of depression. How can I tell if there is something
wrong with me?
Answer
It is true that isolating oneself can be a sign of depression. Other signs may include
under- or oversleeping, eating too much or too little, feelings of hopelessness and
sadness, and a tired but wired feeling. Some also express depression as feeling like
“I am swimming in molasses.” It can impair one’s ability to function at work, or
just to complete basic tasks of living.

There are different types of depression. Some are situational. We may be going
through a difficult period in our lives that may include challenges and loss. Other
forms of depression are biochemical in nature. No matter how hard we try, we
can’t seem to will ourselves to feel better. Although the symptoms of depression
have a common theme, each person’s life circumstances and biochemistry are
unique. It is good to meet with your doctor to determine if there are underlying
physical causes to what you are experiencing.

It can also be the case that wanting to spend time alone can be anything but
depression. It can be a healthy time of growth and purpose. It can be restorative
and renewing. It is a sign of psychological health to be able to be alone with
oneself. We can be uplifted and inspired spending time with others, but we often
deepen and receive clarity about ourselves during alone time.

One way to determine if your desire for more time alone is healthy is to consider
the following questions: Am I avoiding something or someone? Are my thoughts
ruminating in a negative spiral of guilt about the past? Am I spending time
worrying or resenting something? Where are my thoughts?

If you are experiencing peace, contentment, clarity and calmness, chances are high
that your desire for alone time is a positive experience, and not depression.
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The Flat Roof Specialists

. Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
. Re-pointing & Chimney Repairs
. Fascias & Guttering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your
choice for a long lasting, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a
lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern,
giving extra light to your room starting from as little as £400!!

Family business est. 35 years.
All repair work undertaken

CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE

6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345

Ready Meals

We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.

Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)

Seafood

Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.

Fruit and Vegetables

Potato Products

Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.

Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times 9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12

Visit our web site www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk
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Councillor Surgery

The Councillor surgery at the Market Hall took place on Saturday 19" August and representatives
of the Town Council were available for members of the public to talk to in order to express any
concerns that they may have in respect of the town.

The morning proved to be very constructive by the first individual expressing his opinion that the
council were generally doing very well and were more pro-active than some councils which the
town had had in the past. One issue of concern was the condition of the flagpole in the town.
There is concern that the pavement is cracking at the base of the lime trees on the High Street and
whether it would be possible for this to be investigated further, the amount of weed growth on
the High Street, blocked road gulleys, the look and condition of The Manor House and The Wells,
and the lack of a No Cycling sign to one of the footpaths in the town.

If you have any local concerns or would just like to pop by and say hello, we will be at the Market
Hall again on Saturday 16" September from 10:00am to 12:00pm. We hope to see you there.

QEIll Park redesign

We are looking to redesign the QEIl Park. What facilities would you like to see there? What is
meaningful to you? Benches, flower beds, wildlife corridor, pavilion, croquet court, fairy glen
woodland trail? This is a community space and we would really like you to be involved in the
process of redesigning and deciding what facilities the area should offer. Please contact the Town
Council on 01299 271154 or email the council, council@cleobury.org.uk to register your interest.

Grants available to Community Groups

The Town Council has some funding available to support local community groups based in
Cleobury Mortimer. Grants are available for activities or for equipment. If you have a project or
activity which would benefit from some financial support, please contact the Town Council on
01299 271154 or email the council, council@cleobury.org.uk for further information and an
application form.

Next Council Meeting...... Monday 4" September 2023, 6.30pm at the Cleobury Country Centre.
All public are warmly invited to attend.

Report for
Clarion — September 2023
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CLEOBURY

30am - 10am
10am-12.30pm GP Referral

3.30pm - 10pm
3.30pm - 10pm

WED 7.30am - 10am
430pm - 10pm
THU 4.30pm - 10pm
FRI 7.30am - 10am
3.30pm - 10pm
SAT-SUN 7.30am -1pm
Pre booking not required for Gym use.

Induction or Disclaimer required
in advance of use.

L 01299 271317
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LEISURE 4 www.teme-leisure.co.uk
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