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SERVING CLEOBURY COUNTRY                                          SEPTEMBER 2024 

NEW FACES ON
HIGH STREET

The High Street does seem 
rather quiet at times, very busy 
at others. The commuter traffic 
through from the west of the 
county to the West Midlands in 
morning and evening peaks are 
the obvious periods and we do 
have new names and faces in 
the shops . The fact that 
Cleoburrs is up for sale is the 
big news, as Robbie looks to go 
back to sea to keep his valuable 
sea licence up to date.
  Just next door to Cleoburrs is 
a much updated frontage for 
PetsMax, a different approach 
to the matter of feeding your 
pets on good quality products. 
Christian and Hannah are the 
names behind this opening of 
their first retail shop, with 
another in Stourport under way 
and expected soon. More about 
this go-ahead couple and their 
plans on Page 47.
   Craig Johnson is the new 
landlord at The Talbot Hotel. 
He’s moved up from Somerset, 
which should mean he knows 
the pub trade in a town with 

character. We haven’t tested the 
ale he’s serving yet, but that 
will come later this month. In a 
brief chat we learned that the 
Sunday lunches are going well; 
we hope that busy trend 
continues and wish both places 
every success.

THE CLASSIC BIKE 
SHOW

It’s been running a long time. 
Started in 1985, with an odd 
break in its habit of bringing 
classic motorcycle enthusiasts 
to the town. Next year we will 
be celebrating 40 years of local 
history in one modest location.
   It was a result of my work as 
a freelance for ‘Motor Cycle 
News’ looking in on a show in 
Caerleon in South Wales and 
realising we could do the same 
here in Cleobury. All profits to 
Lacon  Childe, where my wife 
was Deputy Head. It helped 
sell the idea to Headmaster 
David Carr that he was a 
Manxman born and bred and 
had worked on the scoreboard 
at the TT races as a boy scout. 
He persuaded the Parent 
Teacher Association that it 

could be a good earner and in 
September 1985 the Borders 
Classic Bike Show was born. 
With much uncertainty about 
catering and Angela Drennan 
persuading local traders that 
they should be available over 
the two days of the show in 
case we ran out of food and 
basics like milk. The Robinsons, 
bless them, supplied milk and 
cream at no charge.
   PTA events at that time were 
dances, with a profit of £250 or 
so a good result. Imagine the 
atmosphere when the Show 
takings on the door and in the 
canteen were added up and the 
profit was about £850. That was 
a lot of money in 1985 and was 
the seal of approval for the 
show’s future.
   39 years later we have new 
blood in the PTA and a new 
policy of featuring a particular 
make of bike. This year it’s the 
Tr i u m p h O w n e r s c l u b , 
celebrating their 75th birthday 
and bringing a lot of British 
machinery. Wouldn’t it be nice 
if this little show could equal 
that achievement. Jim Reynolds
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Victoria Allen 
Funeral Services 

 
 

An Independent Family Business offering a  
Personal and Professional Service  

 
Over 25 years’ Experience 

 
Competitively Priced 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 
Covering All Areas 

 
Home Visits Available 

 
 

01584 879035 
24 Hour Service 

 
 
 

8 Charlton Rise, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1ND 
www.vallenfuneralsludlow.co.uk 

Email: vafs@btinternet.com 
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And On Other Pages….

THE CLEOBURY CLARION. AUGUST 2024

5 - Neen Savage Applefest

9 - Ludlow  Dog Day

13 - Stepping Out

15 - The Beacon on the Hill

17 - The Old Trkker is Off

21 - September in the Wyre Forest

23 - Stuart Anderson MP

25 - Saint Mary’s Benefice

27 - The Festival at the Edge

29 -  Cleobury W.I.

32/33 - Doddington Lodge   

35 - Simon in the Garden

41 - Mrs Grumpy

45 - Following in Father’s Footsteps

52 - Community Contacts

55 - The Social Calendar 

56 - Borders Classic Bike Show 

58 - The Town Council Report

59 -  Job Vacancies

Learning Young
See Page 7.

A very rare motor at the 
Far Forest Show. Page 11

Kristian and Hannah at
PetsMax. See Page 47
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413
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NEEN SAVAGE 
APPLEFEST

On September 14th Neen 
Savage will be holding an 
Applefest in the village hall, 
starting at 3.00. There will be a 
Cider and Apple Juice bar, with 
beer also available. You can 
bring apples for juicing and 
pulping and it’s a great chance 
to learn about the wide range of 
English varieties.
   The W.I. will have an Apple 
Pie competition with classes for 
all comers, men and Under 16s.
Just £1 to enter, bring your pies 
to the hall between 2.00 and 3.00 
o’clock. All pies must have a 
pastry base and lid, a minimum 
diameter of eight inches and 
only apples in the filling. 
Sounds lovely - just like my 
mum used to bake. And the 
winner will be declared the 
N e e n S a v a g e B a k e O f f 
Champion.
   And just to keep the 
traditional air alive, it will be a 
Cash Only event. That will be 
such a welcome change from 
the No Cash Accepted ruling at 
a recent Silverstone  event!
Jim Reynolds

SWIFT WATCH ’24

The weather this summer has 
not been good for us humans 
with long periods of cold wet 
weather. It has also been tough 
for our Cleobury swifts. Around 
twenty arrived from Africa  late, 
in early May and only had a few 
days of ideal hunting and 
feeding weather before going 
back to Africa in the second 
week in August. As always they 
are difficult to count but no 

more than 23 were counted 
leaving us in August. The 
average number has been a 
pretty constant 27 over a nine 
year counting period - so we are 
down in numbers. Let’s hope 
they can recuperate and be with 
us next year.

  While counting swifts in July I 
heard and sighted a feral pink 
and green Parakeet.  In urban 
southern England they are quite 
common. Will they join Kites as 
new species to be seen in 
Shropshire and wil l they 
compete with our native birds?

IS THERE AN 
ORGANIST IN THE 

TOWN?
Would you be able to play the 
organ on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month at our 
10.00 am Eucharist?
   To give you some background, 
we have one organist and choir 
leader who plays on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays but has 
commitments elsewhere on the 
other two Sundays. The services 
are all at 10 am. The first 
Sunday of the month is a Family 
Eucharist and so has 4 simple 
hymns only, with hopefully 
some covering music at the 
beginning and end of the 
service and during communion. 
The 3rd Sunday is a Sung 
E u c h a r i s t w i t h t h e s a m e 
additions.
   Please contact Rector: Ashley 
Buck, Church Warden: Liz 
S m i t h o r e m a i l 
cleoburychurch@hotmail.com, 
01299 272916

POETRY AL FRESCO
The Nearly Dead Poets’ Society 
seem to have taken up an 

outdoor life, with their July 
meeting held on the town’s 
sports field on a balmy evening. 
Some might call the offerings 
more than barmy, but let’s not 
offend the scribes.
   Pauline offered one of her 
publ ished works ent i t led 
“Summer” while David found a 
tale from years back about a 
lady who named houses for her 
special effect and Tina offered a 
number of Wendy Cope’s 
works. All in the fresh air with 
no alcohol to impede the brains.
   In September we will meet at 
the library at 7.30 on Monday 
the 30th, hopefully indoors and 
safe from autumn draughts.  
Our subject will be ‘Holidays’.   

THE ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION

The Cleobury branch of the 
Legion will hold its Annual 
General Meeting at the Sports 
and Social Club on September 
11th, commencing at 7.00. 
   The annual Harvest Auction 
will be held two days later on 
Friday the 13th, which we hope 
will bring good luck. As ever, in 
the Sports and Social Club, start 
time 7.00
   Members at the branch’s 
August meeting acclaimed the 
g e n e r o s i t y o f M a r k a n d 
Myfanwy Baldwin for hosting a 
dinner for member member Ray 
Wilson’s 90th birthday.
   Members are reminded that a 
social meeting will be held at 
the Talbot Hotel on Wednesday 
the 25 th th i s month . An 
informal occasion, open to all 
with a military interest, whether 
they are Legion members or not. 
Watch this space for future 
dates and venues for these 
meetings.
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Whether you’re looking for dental implants to replace missing teeth, invisible braces for a straighter smile, boosting 

free access to our dentists’ surgeries
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LEARNING YOUNG
Yo u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n s a r e 
frequently criticised for thinking 
food comes from supermarket 
shelves. Not  the children who 
attend Cleobury Country’s 
nurseries and primary schools 
and the  Wyre Forest School for 
those with special needs. For the 
third year, they all entered 
Cleobury Gardeners’ Learning 
to Grow Food competition.

 

 They have learned about seeds: 
why seeds differ in size; how to 
s o w a n d n u r t u r e t h e m , 
providing the best growing 
conditions; how to cook and 
prepare the food they have 
grown; and how new seeds are 
produced. This year focused on 
pollinators and their importance 
for food crops to be productive.
  Many thanks go to Farlow 
Farm Nursery, which provided 
l a rg e p o t s a n d p e a t - f re e 
compost, and a member who 
donated pea and broad bean 
seeds, both flowering plants 
needing pollination, as well as 
borage and calendula seeds for 
companion planting. 
   We also drew on the legacy 
that Joyce Wakeman, one of our 
former members, kindly left us 

in her will, to purchase bug 
hotels that were distributed to 
entrants last year to encourage 
pollinators to check in before 
this summer’s competition. This 
legacy also funded the prizes .
  In the pre-school section 
Abkats Nursery took first place, 
with Kinlet Family Playgroup 
and Ever After Nursery joint 
runners-up. Stottesdon Primary 
S c h o o l w o n t h e s c h o o l s ’ 
c a t e g o r y, w i t h C l e o b u r y 
Mort imer Pr imary School 
runners-up: Farlow Primary 
School and Wyre Forest School 
were highly commended. 
  The children’s range of 
knowledge and skills developed 
were outstanding and the judges 
could barely believe how much 
they had learned. They can 
easily teach adults a thing or 
two about where food comes 
from and the importance of 
pol l inators and a healthy 
environment i f we are to 
produce good quality food now 
and for the future!
Flo Hadley
Chair - Cleobury Gardeners

HEALTHWATCH 
APPEAL

Healthwatch Shropshire wants 
to hear from anyone who’s used 
p h a r m a c y s e r v i c e s s i n c e 
February this year. Chief Officer 
Lynn Cawley explained: “We 
would like to understand the 
experience of patients using 
p h a r m a c i e s . T o s h a r e 
experiences people can contact 
u s o n l i n e h t t p s : / /
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
HWSpharmacyservices/or ring 
our office and talk to one of the 
staff on 01743 237884.
   Healthwatch Shropshire is the 
independent health and social 
care champion. It gathers the 

news and experience of a wide 
range of people. It also has 
statutory powers that it can use 
to influence service provision. It 
is one of 148 Local Healthwatch 
units in England.

HOPTON WAFERS 
VILLAGE HALL

It’s looking like a busy month at 
Hopton, with a “Beer and Tittles 
Night”on Saturday the 7th, 
starting at 6.00 and promising to 
go on until it’s late. There will be 
a pub skittles lane with a 
licensed bar with beer on tap 
and other drinks and nibbles 
Entry is just a fiver; book your 
p l a c e w i t h M a r i a o n 
hoptonwafersevent@gmail.com 
or text  07970910348. It’s all 
about raising money for the 
M i l l b r o o k S u i t e a t 
Kidderminster Hospital, where 
they look after cancer patients.
   And there’s a Fundraising 
Afternoon Tea two weeks later 
on the 21st, 2.00 to 4.00 o’clock. 
A delicious selection of scones, 
cakes and sandwiches on offer, 
with tea, orange juice or fizz 
according to your taste. Tickets 
at £12.50, available from Maria 
at the contact details in the 
above paragraph . In th i s 
instance, the funds raised will go 
to Macmillan Cancer Support.
   Two promising events and all 
in support of a good cause.

SILLY BIT 
A man walks into a bar, wearing 
a hospital gown, with a drip on 
his arm. 
   “What can I get you?” asks the 
concerned barman. 
  “A scotch, please,” says the 
man and downs it in one. 
  “I don’t know if  I can pay with 
what I’ve got,” says the man. 
   “What is it you’ve got?” ssks 
the barman. 
     “50p”says the man. 
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MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE    
A thorough nail and foot care     

treatment in the comfort of your own 
home. Registered and Insured 

practitioner.   

 Karen  F H Di,  RFH  
07378 122788

LUDLOW DOG DAY
The tenth Ludlow Dog Day on 
July 28th was another roaring 
(or should that be barking?) 
success. An estimated crowd of 
2,000 people plus dogs crowded 
into Stokesay Court to enjoy the 
sunshine and a great display of 
man’s best friend.
   20 fun dog competitions, plus 
have-a-go events were there for 
owners to show off their charges  
plus serious demonstrations 
from the likes of Paws for 
Thought Display Team, Bliss 
Gate Obedience Team, All 
Positive Dog Services and Paws 
of Parham reminded us of the 
versatility and intelligence of 
the animals at work.
   The day was ultimately about 
raising funds to help needs and 
the Ludlow Rotary Club thinks 
the day will produce between 
£12,000 and £15,000 for the 
Ludlow Rotary Cares grants 
scheme. That will bring the total 
raised over ten years to well 
over £140,000!
   Club president Robert Hodge 
thanked all who came along to 
take part in the event or as 
spectators, plus host Caroline 
Magnus and sponsors the 
Sinclair Group, Brightwells, the 
Ve r t u G r o u p a n d Te m e 
Veterinary Practice. And top dog 
of the day was Craig Henn’s 
English Pointer, Stanley.

A COCO APPEAL
Anthony Peterson explains:
G'day all,
L o c a l c h a r i t y C l e o b u r y 
Compassionate Communities 
(CoCo) has a waiting list of six 
clients in need of befriending. 
Katja Jones (CoCo Volunteer 
Coordinator) is looking for six 
volunteers to help/support 
these clients.
   See attached and the website 
for more information.
 H o m e - c l e o b u r y 
compassionate communities 
(cleoburycoco.org.uk)
  If you know anyone who 
might be interested, please 
shout. I can talk anyone who is 
interested through the process 
and rewarding experience as I'm 
a CoCo volunteer.
 I can also talk through the 
Olympics medal table.           AP

DAVID MORRIS R.I.P.
MORRIS David (Pedler) of 
Cleobury Mortimer, passed away 
peacefully on 4th August, aged 79 
years.
  Beloved Husband of Sylvia, 
much-loved Dad of Anthony. 
Loved and dearly missed by all 
his family and friends.
  A Service Celebrating David’s 
Life took place on 29th August at 
St Mary’s Church, Cleobury 
Mortimer. Donations received in 
David’s memory will be shared 

between Cleobury Scouts and 
Highley Cricket Club and may be 
sent c/o the Funeral Director:  
Victoria Allen Funeral Services, 8 
Charlton Rise, Ludlow SY8 1ND. 
01584 879035

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
For our August meeting, the 
Club did not have a speaker, but 
members met at the Golf Club  
for a sociable breakfast taken 
outside on the patio. 

The Club’s next meeting 
will be at the Golf Club on 10 
S e p t e m b e r, w i t h F r a n c i s 
Engleheart talking about Kinlet. 
Anyone wishing to attend 
should contact Angela Drennan 
(270636).

N e w m e m b e r s a r e 
welcome! There is no actual 
m e m b e r s h i p f e e , a n d n o 
formality, but we offer a 
m o n t h l y p r o g r a m m e o f 
interesting talks, and hearty (or 
C o n t i n e n t a l ) b r e a k f a s t s . 
Meetings are almost invariably 
held at 7.30 am on the second 
Tuesday of the month. Angela 
Drennan will gladly provide 
further details - just give her a 
ring on CM 270636.

SILLY BIT 
Always remember: I before 
E, except after C. 
That has been disproved by 
science.
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Call me now to find out how I can help

07966366505

Do you have a Will? Never managed to get it 
written?

I’m Stephanie

Electrical installations from domestic to 
commercial and industrial no job to big or small.  

Over 16 years experience.  
Local family run business.  

Contact: Phone 07872498829  
               Email lee.leapelectrical@gmail.com 
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FAR FOREST SHOW
It’s one of the best local events, 
nearly on the doorstep at the 
A456 site that the organising 
body has owned for years, 
nearly always blessed with 
good weather and a huge 
variety of local skills and 
interests on display. Every one 
who gives their time as a 
volunteer deserves a round of 
applause. This year’s show was 
on the weekend of August 10th 
and 11th
   A favourite with the children 
is the ride on a trailer pulled by 
a tractor. I was puzzled by the 
driver who waved as he went 
past until the screen was pulled 
back on one stop and Tony Pain 
grinned widely. He’d supplied 
tractor and trailer and backed 
that up as chauffeur. That 
meant Ray Attwood was 
promoted to car parking 
manager, where he continued 
the reputation for doing a fine 
job in accommodating enough 
cars to empty the county’s 
roads.
  The baking temperature did 
not suit one of the usual stars 
a n d t h e d o g s h o w w a s 
cancelled. Shame! Time for an 
ice cream and cool drink

   On one car rank was a very 
unusual exhibit, a Ford Escort 
van converted into a camper, 
complete with a rear extension 
to provide a place for lunch or 
just a quiet cup of tea.

  Typical of the sights you can spot 
at country fairs and remind you to 
never say “That can’t be done.” 
Oh yes it can.
   In these days of £10 almost 
the charge for any event, this 
one could cost you £8.00 a head 
if you booked in advance. Great 
value with such a range of 
things to see.
   We were making our way to 
the car park and the drive 
home when a familiar face 
caught my eye. It was Ray 
Blount, who I remembered for 
his very smart Morgan 4/4, but 
this time deep in conversation 

about a car I’d never seen 
before. A 1980 Suzuki SC100 
that he’s owned from new, very 
smart and the speedo showing 
just 19,000 miles for its 44 years 
on the road. That’s the earliest 
Suzuki I’ve ever seen, in this 
case looking darned nearly 
new.

   Ray was telling my lady Tina 
all about the car when another 
lady’s jaw dropped at the sight 
of it. She had one of these as a 
young thing and loved its looks 
and the way it went. Went so 
well that she turned it over! We 
left them to talk and headed 
happily home. A good weekend 
and a great show; long may it 
please so many local people. JR
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Unit 1, Hillocks Farm,
Cleobury MorƟmer, DY14 0EB.

Email: mikeytwonames@icloud.com
Tel: 01299 213558 
Mobile: 07513 821616 

IRENA S FOOT CLINIC

º Nail trimming

º�Ingrowing toenail treatment

º Fungal infection treatment

º Nail reconstruction

º�Callus reduction

º Corn removal

º Athletes Foot treatment

º Verruca and wart treatment


OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER 

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME OR MY SURGERY

	 	 CONTACT IRENA ON 01299 270212 and 07789070629 
1 FURLONGS ROAD, CLEOBURY MORTIMER DY14 8AR 
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Stepping Out! Who’s walking, where and when.

THE FOOTPATH 
ASSOCIATION

Country Walk
Our country walk coincided 
with the run around Cleobury 
Mortimer.
I certainly did not want us to 
get caught up with the runners 
and decided to make sure our 
route took us well away from 
them. The possibil i ty of 
someone breezing past me as I 
puffed my way up a hill 
would have embarrassed me 
immensely and I did not want 
my group thinking we had 
decided on a faster pace either. 
H a p p i l y, o u r w a l k w a s 
noneventful as we enjoyed the 
warm weather, our route 
taking us along the river 
t o w a r d s M a w l e y , 
(unfortunately the paths up to 
Mawley itself are currently 
closed). We crossed the A4117 
towards Mawley Town Farm 
and enjoyed the views over 
our town, Clee Hill, and 
Brown Clee. Our walk took us 
along quiet lanes, then back 
through Neen Savage, along a 
bridlepath toward home. Nine 
of us took on the route.
Our country walks are the first 
Sunday of every month, 
usually starting from St 

Mary’s Church in Cleobury 
Mortimer. Details can be 
found on posters around the 
town or on the CMFA website.
Social Walk
The walk in started at the 
Fountain Inn, Tenbury Wells. 
The walk had great long-
distance views and took a 
circular route starting across 
Oldwood common. The walk 
crossed fields and followed 
tracks with a couple of short 
stretches on very quiet lanes 
then a very short cl imb 
followed by a gentle ascent of 
H a w s H i l l . T h e w a l k 
descended through woods, 
then returned through more 
f i e l d s a n d a l o n g t r a c k s 
returning to the pub, where 
there was an opt ion to 
purchase lunch. 
Our Social Walks, longer than 
our Country walks, take place, 
usually the last Saturday of 
the month, starting at a venue 
chosen by the walk leader. 
Walking for Health
Twenty-six walkers including 
three children enjoyed a short 
WfH walk from the SVR car 
park in Highley. A visit to the 
f r e e E n g i n e S h e d f o r 
refreshments en-route was a 
hit for the children and some 
adults having a turn at the old 

time Funfair side stalls. Our 
final 'Awayday' of the year 
will be a circular riverside 
walk on Sept 11th to Bewdley. 
D e t a i l s f r o m 
ajkimber@hotmail.com or visit 
CMFA website.
Just a mention:
The warm, wet weather this 
year has meant our paths are 
quickly becoming overgrown. 
We are trying hard to clear 
paths; however, we are always 
in need of volunteers to 
support our clearances. If you 
are walking and can carry 
secateurs, please ‘Snip and 
Slash’ as you go.
If you are unable to do this, 
then contact us if you come 
across overgrown areas that 
need clearance. We will do our 
best to clear paths as soon as 
possible.
Contact our websi te or : 
zellcmfa@gmail.com

SILLY BIT 
A man is sitting in the 

cinema with his dog on the 
next seat. The dog watches 
the film carefully and laughs 

at all the jokes, to the 
amazement of  a woman 
sitting close to the pair. 

“I was amazed at your dog, 
he really enjoyed the film” 

she says to the man. 
“So am I,” replies the man. 
“He didn’t like the book.” 
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TLC Care at Home are a well-established family run, Home Care 
Provider who have built up an excellent reputation within our 
local communities

We have recently been rated as  OUTSTANDING  by CQC and this 
puts TLC Care at Home in the top 3% of providers in England

Our dedicated Care Team are here to help support you with 24/7 care 
provision should it be required. At TLC Care At Home, we are dedicated 
to supporting people with wide range of needs, including Dementia, 
Acquired Brain Injury, Physical Disabilities, Learning Disabilities, 
Sensory Impairments and supporting our aging population.

support from young adults to very mature people. TLC Care at Home 
are here to help anyone who requires care and support to enable them 
to remain living at home for as long as it is safe to do so.

 Domiciliary Care
 Palliative care
 Personal care
 24 hour care
 Companionship
 Dementia Care
 Overnight Care
 Elderly Care

 Care for young adults
 Supporting younger people
 Domestic services: 
cleaning, cooking, washing 
and shopping

 Collections of pensions or 
prescriptions

 Trips out and about

Please contact us now for more information 01299 272 897 
Email: wecare@tlc-careathome.co.uk
Website: www.tlccareathome.com
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THE BEACON ON THE 
HILL

Jim Grevatte reports progress:
  The Clee hills have such a rich 
history and so much rests in 
people’s homes and in their 
memories. The Beacon on the Hill 
team at St John’s Doddington 
invited people to share their 
stories and photos. The results 
were amazing. From a tiny pair of 
Victorian child’s shoes to touching 
stories of how relatives have 
overcome some tough conditions 
to carve a life on the hill. Locals 
helped identify faces, places and 
events in our growing community 
archive as well adding to the 
memory map of the area. If you 
have any old photos of people, 
places or events on the hill, the 
team would love to see them. Get 
in touch with Jim or Celia 
stjohnsdoddington@gmail.com
   The project also organised a 
walk through Titterstone Clee 
Hill’s industrial history led by Alf 
Jenkins MBE. This fascinating 
route takes in the quarries at 
Titterstone summit, Craven Place 
and the modern workings as well 
as a railway, two inclines and a 
coal mine. The walk will be 
published later in the year so that 
everyone can explore this unique 
landscape. 
  There are opportunities to get 
involved this month too. There 
will be a nature photography walk 
o n 7 t h S e p t e m b e r l e d b y 

experienced photographer Julian 
Cartright. This will be your chance 
to explore a range of habitats and 
get expert tips to capture the best 
images. On 14th September Rev 
Mark Daborn will be leading a 
walk between four Clee Hill 
churches as part of Heritage Open 
Days and Ride and Str ide . 
Everyone is invited to join the 
walk either in part or the whole 10 
miles. For those looking for a more 
creative experience, the project has 
also organised a felting workshop 
with local artist Iris Todd. On 
Saturday 28th September you can 
come along to try your hand at 
wet fe l t ing techniques and 
contribute to a new textile piece 
which will be on display at the 
church. Visit the new St John’s 
website stjohnsdoddington.org or 
follow on Facebook or Instagram 
for further details.
Jim Grevatte

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

 Marches Energy Agency are 
l o o k i n g f o r i n d i v i d u a l s 
interested in helping everyone 
in their community to keep 
warm, save energy and cut 
carbon. By joining our charity  
you will make a real difference 
in your local community by 
providing tailored energy 
advice to those in need.
We o f f e r c o m p re h e n s i v e 
training in energy efficiency by 

our expert energy advisors in 
order to help you become a 
Community Climate Connector 
in your local area. These 
sessions are designed to suit 
your needs and interests and 
could include :
 Conduct home visits to give 
basic energy efficiency advice 
to householders. 
 Provide and install low-cost 
measures into people’s homes 
(e.g. LED bulbs, draught 
excluders etc).
 Use thermal imaging cameras 
(subject to availability).
 Conduct Home Energy Audits 
using our HEAT app to identify 
opportunities to save energy, 
carbon, and money.
 Guide householders to grant 
funding opportunities.
  Be carbon aware training 
delivered in collaboration with 
Save Our Shropshire.
We can also provide marketing 
resources, social media and 
e v e n t s u p p o r t , a n d 
administrative tasks with our 
team of marketing experts. All 
volunteering opportunities are 
subject to a fully funded DBS 
check.
For more information, please 
contact the Project Manager 
via telephone; 0800 677 1307 
( o p t i o n 5 ) o r e m a i l ; 
office@mea.org.uk q
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Comfortable and spacious pens for single or double occupancy
fully licenced by Shropshire Council

visit our website: www.purrrfectcaƩery.co.uk

Contact us on: 01299 270565 or mobile: 07968 111415

Or email: enquiries@purrrfectcaƩery.co.uk

TINA HOBIN
Known as ‘The Mother of the Dance’, Tina led
the way in showing and teaching what we in 
the UK call the ‘Belly Dance’, but she prefers to  
call it ‘The Dance of Life’, since its practice is 
an aid to women’s health and well being, with 
a history of thousands of years as an aid to 
pregnancy. 
Tina pioneered the dance in the UK 50 years 
ago and has appeared on TV and the national 
press many times. She has published books on 
the subject and its health and fitness benefits. 
The movements are based on the natural 
structure of the human form, moving the body 
as it was designed to do. This improves 
balance, flexibility and co-ordination. It is 
suitable for all sizes and ages, from 3 to 83, 
irrespective of health or fitness levels. 

Tina lives in Cleobury Mortimer and conducts classes in the Market Hall every 
Thursday, from 7.30 to 8.30. They are a friendly experience that have helped 
newcomers discover a more relaxed way of life with gentle exercise. Suitable for 
both women and men. Tina is on 01299 272882 or tina.hobin1@gmail.com
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MELVILLE  CHAPEL
T h e C h u r c h w i l l r e - o p e n 
following a renovation project on 
S u n d a y 8 t h S e p t e m b e r a t 
5.00. .There will be a bring and 
share tea at 5.30p.m, followed by 
a Chapel Anniversary celebration 
service at 6.30p.m led by Rev 
Kim Stilwell
  Please come and join us at this 
event. Thank you to all who have 
supported us in any way.
 Harvest Festival is on September 
29th at 6.30p.m, led by Kester 
Dean.
 Please note that soup lunches 
will begin in October on 9th at 
12.30 p.m

CLEOBURY OLD 
TREKKER

A bit of an update. At last we
have some fairly consistent warm 
weather. It doesn’t seem that long
ago whenI was up in the 
Highlands over the Easter break,
Pauline and I spent 10 days at 
Fort William. The plan was to
climb Ben Nevis a couple of times
bbut when we got there it was
snowing. It was bleak in a 
caravan but not as bad as for 
people under canvas.
   We had one day that was 
looking good; ideal weather
when I set off,  I made good
progress;  it was getting colder
the higher I climbed, I just got to
the end of the zig zags just over ¾
of the way up when I got to the
Snow / Ice line, I was just putting
the crampons on when I saw 
people coming down and they
advised me not to go any further 
as a storm was moving in. I 
started to make my way down, a 

 good move as the storm made its 
way down too and we got
soaked.  Since Easter, which 
seems an extremely long time ago 

now, I’ve been out most days 
walking and climbing, over the 

 S h ro p s h i re H i l l s , b a c k t o 
Snowdonia, Malvern, Pen-y-Fan 

 etc. I leave the UK early in
September for Kilimanjaro and
bbecause of this I’ve increased my

ktraining to 50 miles per week 
walking.          I have recently
joined the Cleobury Running joined the Cleobury Running 

 Club who have given me great 
support,

 I’m now into my last four weeks 

so as mentioned it’s been a hard 

14 months since I decided to take
the challenge and even if I say it
myself it’s not too bad for a 76 
year old.
Thank you time:

 To my wife and family, who like 
me have lived Kilimanjaro for 
Breakfast, Dinner and Tea ,  and
all times in between. All my 
sponsors that have supported 
me. The Children and staff at
M o o r P a r k S c h o o l . T h e 
Companies whose names will be
on the banner I’ll take with me.

 I’m doing all of this for The 
Heart Foundation, Raynaud’s 

kand the Children at MoorPark 
School Ludlow.   All the money 
collected will go to these charities 
as Pauline and I are self funding
this Challenge.
If you would like to help me and 
these worthy charities please go 
to the link below.
www.gofundme.com/f/an-old-
trekker-needs-a-bit-of-help
The Cleobury Old Trekker and
Family

IN MEMORIAM
S k e l l e r n J a y n e A u d r e y o f 
Cleobury Mortimer, passed away 
peacefully on 7th August 2024, 
aged 60 years.
  A much-loved wife and mum.

Jayne will be so sadly missed by 
all her family and friends.
  A Service of Thanksgiving for 
Jayne’s life will take place at Wyre 
Forest Crematorium on Friday 6th 
September at 1.30pm.
  Family flowers only please. Kind 
Donations received in Jayne’s 
memory will be shared between 
The British Heart Foundation and 
The RSPCA.
  All enquiries please to: Victoria 
Allen Funeral Services, 8 Charlton 
Rise, Ludlow. 01584 879035

THANK YOU
Saint Elizabeth’s church would 
like to thank everyone who 
helped with, and supported, our 
Jumble Sale that took place on a 
lovely sunny day last month. 
This enjoyable event raised 
£249.90 in aid of the Midland Air 
Ambulance Service.
Joyce Manning

KNIT AND NATTER AT 
CLEETON SAINT 

MARY
A little further on in this issue, on 
Page 29, you’ll find an invitation 
to join a Macmillan Coffee 
Morning at Cleeton Saint Mary. If 
you haven’t discovered this fine 
little village yet, it’s well worth 
the effort.
   And you’ll find that the Knit 
and Natter group who are 
o rg a n i s i n g t h e M a c m i l l a n 
morning are a lively bunch who 
get together in the church on 
Wednesday mornings, 10.00 to 
12.00 noon to chat and exchange 
ideas, with a modest charge of 
£2.00 to cover the cost of coffee 
and biscuits.  Newcomers are 
very welcome and the scenery up 
there is just wonderful.
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HOPTON BANK SERVICE STATION

 Car servicing & Diagnostics
 MOT testing
 Clutches/brakes/tyres/batteries
 Car sales
 24 hour petrol station

Contact Number: 01584 890225
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Rob and Annie look forward to welcoming you to 
The Fighting Cocks Inn, Stottesdon.

Why not pop along for a drink and some delicious 
food.  We have regular live music, so please keep an 

eye on our Facebook page.

Our opening hours are:

Wednesday – Friday from 5pm – 11pm 
(food served from 6pm – 8.30pm)

Saturday from 12 noon – 11pm 
(food served from 1pm – 7.30pm) 

Sunday from 12 noon – 10pm 
(lunch from 12 noon – 3pm)

The Fighting Cocks Inn, 1 High Street, 
Stottesdon, Kidderminster DY14 8TZ.  

Telephone 01746 718270

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU.
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Ovens Filters Hobs
Grills BBQs Ranges
Extractors Microwaves AGAs

AS SEEN

O
N

 TV

BEFORE AFTER

What can a Nutritionist help with?What can a Nutritionist help with?
Digestive issues
Chronic Fatigue
Sleeping issues
Painful periods
Menopause
Migraine
Type 2 Diabetes

High Cholesterol
Skin Conditions
Children's Health
Anxiety/Depression
Vegan/vegetarian diets
Weight Management
plus many more

Visit www.eatyourselfbetter.co.uk to find out more or book a free mini consultation to see what I can do to help you. 07790521636

The Worcestershire Chimney Sweep
Tradi onal & Power Sweeping Services 
Cer fied Chimney Sweep 
Insurance Recognised cer ficate issued 

M: 07752 116629     T: 01584 781358     E: lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk
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September in the Wyre Forest                                                       Linda Iles

This month I want to feature some of the 

smaller creatures that live amongst the oaks of 

the Wyre Forest: the invertebrates that can 

easily go unnoticed as we stomp along, busy 

with our own large-scale plans.

One such is the little Oak Bush-cricket. One 

turned up at home, unfortunately dead. It had 

flown into an open window attracted by the 

light but hadn’t been able to find its way out 

again. They live high in the tree canopy, so it’s 

not surprising that we don’t usually notice 

them, and they feed on plant material and also 

small, soft-bodied invertebrates such as 

aphids. They are an attractive, brilliant lime 

green colour with a yellow-orange dorsal 

stripe, and their long antennae mark them as 

crickets rather than grasshoppers. The female 

has a long, upward curving ovipositor, with 

which she will lay her eggs round about now 

in tree bark. The young (nymphs) will hatch 

next June.

The Oak Bush-cricket, only in grey in this 
instance.

Right now I’m preparing for a visit from a 
local Headway group, whose members have 

survived strokes or head injuries. Their trips 
to the farm are good fun but also have an 
educational element, bringing them into 
contact with the landscape and wildlife of 
Wyre. Their visits earlier in the year didn’t 
provide the right weather for a ‘bug hunt’ so 
I’m hoping that some sunshine will encourage 
them to venture into the hay field and that 
some interesting invertebrates will show up 
too!  We’ll be sweep-netting in the long grass 
and also shaking low tree branches to see 
what falls off. In the past we’ve had a good 
‘bag’ of spiders, flies, plant bugs, shield bugs 
and weevils from the latter. The weevils are a 
group of beetles with a long beak or rostrum 
on their heads to allow them to bore into their 
food (in this case, acorns) and in the female it 
is longer so that she can drill right inside the 
acorn to lay her egg, or eggs. The larvae eat 
the acorn and bore a way out once it has 
dropped to the ground in the autumn. 
I’ll be very pleased to find weevils on our 
‘safari’. Wyre has at least 130 different species, 
and although I’m not good at identifying them 
I think they’re cute and I’ll be happy that they 
are still part of our forest ecosystem. 

The Acorn Weevil, its rostrum much in 

evidence.

Linda Iles
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ReƟrement Planning
Family & Business ProtecƟon

Wealth Management
Investments & Savings

           Grainger Jones your local independent financial adviser
Grainger lives in Cleobury MorƟmer giving the residents 

and surrounding areas a dependable financial planning service.

An iniƟal consultaƟon is available at no charge
To book an appointment or just have a chat, please contact Grainger below.

   tel: 07974 100089      email: grainger@meridenfp.co.uk           website: www.meridenfp.co.uk
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Letter from Westminster.                                                                   Stuart Anderson MP

The first month in Parliament has been a 
whirlwind. First was the State Opening of 
Parliament where the King delivered a speech 
setting out the new government’s agenda. While I 
welcome the decision to prioritise growth, little was 
said about how government will address the needs 
of rural communities like ours in South Shropshire. 
So, I called on the government to be more 
ambitious by giving us the investment we need to 
improve infrastructure and public services. On 
which note, I was delighted to receive confirmation 
that the £312 million secured for the Shropshire 
hospital transformation programme will be 
delivered in full - with enabling works having 
begun in July.

The Chancellor then made her first economic 
statement, which delivered more challenging news. 
This included the decision to remove winter fuel 
payments from those not entitled to means-tested 
benefits like Pension Credit. This was very 
disappointing. 24,824 people in South Shropshire 
benefitted from the payment last year, which helped 
with the cost of energy bills during the colder 
months. I have now launched a campaign to 
increase the uptake of Pension Credit.

 Closer to home, I have enjoyed getting out and 
about with events such as Atcham Duck Race, 
Burwarton Agricultural Show, Chelmarsh Fete, 
and Church Stretton Fun Day. I am also grateful to 
the hundreds of residents who have already written 
to me about local issues. In July, I received a 

concerning notification from the Post Office that 
more services were being stepped down affecting 
areas such as Clunton and Clunbury. Having 
raised my concerns with the Chief Executive of the 
Post Office, I am delighted that the decision has 
been reconsidered and that mobile services will 
remain available.

 Meanwhile, I have successfully persuaded 
Forestry England to extend the deadline on their 
consultation to turn farmland at Picklescott into a 
new woodlands. I know many residents near 
Church Stretton and beyond have reservations and 
concerns about this proposal, so I have encouraged 
them to take part in the consultation. I am also 
eager to address speeding problems at key hotspots 
like the A458 between Morfe and Six Ashes where 
residents want the nationally set speed limit 
replaced with a locally set speed limit, which 
recognises how the neighbourhood has developed in 
recent years and now requires a lower speed limit 
to protect pedestrians. I have asked Shropshire 
Council to review the situation to see how these 
safety concerns can be addressed.
Although rural roads carry 44% of road traffic, 

they account for 59% of road fatalities. So, I want 
more action to be taken to tackle these issues. At 
the same time, I want it to be as easy as possible for 
residents to get around South Shropshire. That’s 
why I have called on the government to keep fuel 
duty frozen when it delivers its first budget in 
October. The decade-long freeze has saved drivers 
an average of £1,900. With over two thirds of 
residents relying on a car or van to get to work in 
Shropshire, it is vital that consumers get a fair deal 
on fuel prices. I have also called on government to 
continue the ‘Get Around for £2’ Bus Fare Cap, 
introduced by the last government to help people 
facing cost of living pressures save on everyday 
travel costs. In rural areas, bus fares dropped by 
almost 11% between September 2022 and 
September 2023. In the build up to the Budget, I 
will continue to campaign so that the government 
invests in rural areas like ours. That way we can 
build a better Shropshire for all.
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HANDY MATT
FOR ALL THOSE JOBS YOU NEED DOING OR NEVER GET 

DONE AROUND THE HOME AND GARDEN!
CALL ME TODAY AND GET THEM DONE.

RESTORATION, ROOFING, GUTTERING, BRICKWORK, 
REPOINTING, CARPENTRY, INSULATION, DECORATING, 

TILING, FLOORING, DAMP PROOFING, STOVE FITTING, GROUNDWORKS, 
LLANDSCAPING,  PATIOS, FENCING, 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE.

TEL: 07731 459631

01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services
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THE FESTIVAL AT 
THE EDGE

I’m a fan of this festival with 
its determination to do things 
di fferent ly from others . 
Maybe I should be getting out 
more, but I don’t know other 
places with a range of music 
both instrumental and vocal, 
poetry, dancing and just plain 
talking that you can wander 
through the site and stop to 
listen to whatever catches 
your ear or imagination. All in 
a quite beautiful piece of 
English countryside.
   But it didn’t attract a big 
audience this year and there 
seemed to be fewer trade 
stalls to tempt your pocket or 
wallet. I went there with my 
lady Tina, who had agreed to 
demonstrate the ancient art of 
what we call belly dancing 
and to instruct anyone daring 
enough to try. When she gets 
the traditional music going 
and begins to gesture and 
girate in a stunning costume, 
she makes passers-by stop 
and look. And when she 
invited onlookers to join her, 
there were nearly as many 
m e n a s w o m e n , t o m y 
surprise. The surface of the 
grass was not smooth; what 
you’d expect when walking 
about a rural estate, but  hard 
work in dancing shoes when 
you moved across the minor 
hummocks.
   But Tine persevered and the 
reception from ladies who 
had a serious interest was 
good to see. Some of the men 
left soon after trying, others 
kept at it, recognising that it’s 
a d isc ip l ine that needs 

concentration if you want to 
advance.

Tina struggled with an uneven 
surface, not ideal for dancing.
   When the dancing ended, 
we wandered around and 
gave time to music and a little 
poetry before the effort of 
dancing began to show in the 
lady’s pace. We said our 
goodbyes and headed for 
home. I do fervently hope that 
this festival recovers its early 
appeal and the crowds come 
again.

THE READING 
GROUP

A classic read, 'The Mayor of 
Casterbridge' by Thomas 
Hardy this months book, was 
well received.  An easy read 
and full of surprises, it was 
likened to an 1886 version of 
EastEnders or Dallas. Whilst 
u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 
alcohol, Michael Trenchant 
sells his wife and young 
daughter to a stranger for five 
guineas. When sober he 
regrets this and decides to 
stop drinking for twenty-one 
years. Going into business 

with Donald Farfrae a passing 
traveller, Michael becomes a 
wealthy man and rises to 
become Mayor. All kinds of 
adventures take place when 
his ex-wife Susan turns up 
wi th e ighteen year o ld 
E l i z a b e t h J a n e , t h e i r 
d a u g h t e r ? A p a s t 
acquaintance Lucetta also 
appears in the town. A falling 
out with his partner Donald 
causes additional problems 
with the company. Maybe a 
few too many coincidences. 
We spoke about the ladies in 
the book and how none of 
them achieved their full 
potential and whether things 
had changed since then, sadly 
not completely. 
  Back to the present this 
month, with 'The Days of 
Abandonment ' by Elena 
F e r r a n t e , p o s s i b l y 
controversial. We shall find 
out on September 16th when 
we meet at the library.
Deana Kimber

PARISH HALL 
BOXING CLUB

The Club will be starting up 
again in the Autumn.  We are 
looking to introduce Kick 
Boxing and are in discussions 
with new coaches.  Everyone 
who has been to the Club will 
be contacted, but watch this 
space for more news.  If you 
want to be added to the 
contact list, please mail 
robert@cleoburyparishhall.uk

SILLY BIT 
Anxious airline passenger: 

“How often do planes 
crash?” 

Airline stewardess: 
“Just once.” 
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CLEETON ST MARY AND SILVINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 

PARTIES-CHRISTENINGS-FUNERAL CDELEBRATIONS-
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

CAR PARKING-KITCHEN-OUTDOOR AREA 

CALL US: 07908 791262 

EMAIL:cleetonvillagehall@gmail.com 

Facebook: cleetonvillagehall 

www.regaltenbury.co.uk @RegalTenbury 01584 811 442
REGAL TENBURY, 49 TEME STREET, TENBURY WELLS, WR15 8AE | Reg Charity No. 1148555

The Royal Opera: The Marriage of
Figaro,  Tue 10 Sep, 6.30pm

BROADCAST

*programme as of 12/08/2024September 
at the Regal

The Shawshank Redemption (15),
Thu 12 Sep, 7pm

THROWBACK THURSDAYS

National Theatre Live: Prima Facie,
Fri 13 Sep, 7pm

BROADCAST

LIVE MUSIC FILM LIVE MUSIC

LIVE MUSIC LIVE MUSIC LIVE SHOW

King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys,
Sat 14 Sep, 7.30pm

Beetlejuice Beetlejuice (Age tbc),
20, 23, 24, 26 Sep, 7pm

The Killerz,
Sat 21 Sep, 7pm

Lionel: The Music of Lionel Richie, 
Fri 27 Sep, 7.30pm

Counterfeit 70s
Sat 28 Sep, 7.30pm

Jenny 'The Vixen' Ryan: Out Of The
Box, Sat 5 Oct, 7.30pm
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CLOWS TOP 
GARDEN CLUB

This month we are welcoming 
back Simon Gulliver, who 
came to us before with a talk 
entitled "Around the World in 
Eighty Plants"
  Simon studied at Pershore 
College of Horticulture, and 
later at Edinburgh Botanical 
Garden. He has also spent time 
a t R H S W i s l e y a n d 
Birmingham Botanical Garden. 
He is currently Gardens 
Advisor for the National Trust.
The title of his talk this time is 
"Colour Through the Seasons"
  The Flower of the Month 
competition has only two more 
months to go, so do not 
forget your special bloom. 
R e m e m b e r a l s o y o u r 
magazines to swap.
  Doors open at 7pm for the 
speaker at 7.30. New members 
are always welcome. Just come 
along and enjoy the tea/coffee, 
biscuits and gardening chat.
  See you on Wednesday, 
September 28th.
Judith Lawson

FLICKS IN THE 
STICKS 

We will be showing ‘Hidden 
Figures.’  Dorothy Vaughan, 
Mary Jackson, Katherine 
Johnson, and Christine Darden 
were good at maths…really 
good. They participated in 
some of NASA's greatest 
successes, like providing the 
calculations for America's first 
journeys into space. And they 
did so during a time when 
being black and a woman 
limited what they could do. 
But they worked hard. They 
persisted. And they used their 
genius minds to change the 

world.  Tickets £5.  Bar, tea and 
coffee, September 21st, 7.00 for 
7.30.

CLEOBURY W.I.
Despite August being a quieter 
month on our ca lendar, 
members have enjoyed getting 
together for a couple of 
wonderful social events . 
Thursday 8th found us leaving 
a sunny Cleobury Mortimer to 
try out the newly opened 
Brewe Clee Hill coffee house 
which offers a place to meet, 
drink, eat homemade cakes 
and light bites. Although the 
weather had taken a turn for 
the worse up on the hill, the 
a v e r a g e g ro u p o f 1 2 - 1 4 
members meeting for coffee 
grew to 20 members curious to 
try out the new venue. No-one 
was disappointed as a varied 
selection of fayre was chosen 
and eagerly devoured. 
   August is the month that we 
enjoy a social gathering at the 
President’s house for the 
Summer Garden Party. Judy 
Sant has hosted the event for 
many years providing the 
members with a lavish spread 
of cheeses and breads, whilst 
members contribute savoury 
dishes, salads and desserts to 
make a wonderful supper. The 
weather was near perfect to sit 
out, enjoy good company and 
the beautiful garden. 
  Upcoming WI Activities
September’s Meeting will be 
h e l d o n T u e s d a y 1 0 t h 
September @ 7.30pm. Our 
guest will be Allan Wilson 
s p e a k i n g o n “ S a v e o u r 
Shropshi re” , gu id ing us 
through the science of climate 
change and how we can 
contribute to reduce our 
carbon footprint in the home. 

This talk is open to visitors for 
a donation of £5.
  The September Coffee 
Morning will be held at the 
Burford House Garden Centre 
near Tenbury Wells @1030am, 
giving the opportunity to 
enjoy the last throes of summer 
or pick up a few things for 
Christmas for those keen on 
forward planning!
  Please contact Judy on 01299 
2 7 0 9 8 3 o r e m a i l 
judysant10@gmail.com for 
further information on joining 
o u r W I . C h e c k o u t t h e 
C l e o b u r y M o r t i m e r W I 
Facebook page.                 Sally 

MACMILLAN COFFEE 
MORNING, CLEETON 

ST. MARY
The Knit and Natter Group are 
holding this event on Saturday 
21st in Cleeton village hall to 
raise funds for Macmillan 
Nursing. Starts at 10.00, ends 
about 12.00.
 Most of us know someone 
with that awful disease and 
feel helpless to know what to 
do. Macmillan provides nurses 
to help and advertise that they 
“Do whatever it takes for 
people living with cancer”. A 
fount of knowledge and useful 
information.
  Everyone is welcome to join 
us and share the fun. Parking 
is provided near the village 
hall and Cleeton is a lovely 
place to visit, away from main 
roads amid Shropshire scenery. 
Postcode DY14 0QU, it’s about 
t w o m i l e s f ro m H o p t o n 
Wafers. Come and enjoy and 
join the drive to support the 
wonderful work of Macmillan.
Clare Caldicott
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Come and see us at our riverside offi  ces located in the heart of Bewdley at 
18 Severn side South.

With over 30 years’ experience, Mandy and her team off er a personal and 
professional service  specialising in will drafting, lasting powers of attorney, 
deputyship applications and probate.

Contact Mandy Weston Phone 01299 405873 Mobile 07931 411733

Email enquiries@westonswillsandprobate.co.uk Website www.westonswillsandprobate.co.uk

Address 18 Severnside South, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2DX

Previous clients feedback has included the following comments:
“I’ve used Mandy at Westons Wills and Probate numerous times over 
recent years covering all aspects of her expertise. Her guidance on the way 
forward and solutions to issues that she has suggested has been excellent. 
She is extremely communicative and responsive, and handles diffi  cult 
situations with compassion and empathy. I have happily and confi dently 
recommended her services to everyone I know that would benefi t from her 
services.”

“Mandy Weston of Westons Wills and Probate is a very professional and 
knowledgeable person. She has now become my ‘go to’ legal adviser 
and has taken on many legal tasks for me and my family. Wills, Probate, 
Inheritance Tax and Powers of Attorney. I trust her judgement and 
experience to act in mine and my family’s best interest. I would highly 
recommend her legal services to anyone.”

N.R. Evans Landscaping

Email: nrevansgardenmaintenance@gmail.com
Call for a chat on 07535 902847

Facebook: N.R.Evans Garden Maintenance 

Grass cuƫng 

Strimming

hedge cuƫng

garden and site clearance

domesƟc and commercial customers welcome

Fencing, including:
Panel fencing
Post and rail fencing
Picket fencing
Stock fencing
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Scan code to visit
our website

he Wyre Forest property market has shown steady growth in
ay and June 2024 with demand continuing to attract buyers
its blend of rural charm and urban convenience.
roperty prices increased by about 4% compared to this
onth last year with detached houses, bungalows, and
nergy-efficient homes being particularly popular. Period
roperties and cottages also remain in demand for their
nique appeal.

he outlook remains positive, with confidence in the market
anks to interest rates being held and expected to lower in August, alongside government
flation targets being hit. Buyers and sellers should, however, stay informed about broader
fluences including the upcoming election that could see new changes in legislation that each
olitical parties are pledging if they come to power.

Brookside, Eagle Lane, Cleobury
NOW SSTC

Sale agreed over asking price!

you would to talk about the market and how itʼs affecting your property value or about an
impending move, please do not hesitate to
contact us for a chat.

he August market has shown signs of improvement following the
ositive news of the first Bank of England base rate cut for four
ears, giving home movers increased confidence in the market.
he traditionally quiet month of August has seen a 16% increase in
ales being agreed compared to this time last year and a 5% rise

new sellers coming to the market against August 2023.
hese better conditions are helping to set up a positive autumn
arket, and the resultant increase in activity.
ortgage lenders have increasingly been cutting mortgage rates
eing offered with Barclays, HSBC and TSB are among the latest

at the time of writing, increasing the confidence of buyers and
ellers looking to move. While this optimism is justified, the rates
vailable are still high comparably to rates offered a few years ago
eaning more cuts will be required before affordability is greatly

mproved.
he Autumn market is setting up to be a positive one, but sellers must be wary of strong competition and
uyers still being stretched, meaning they should come to the market with competitive pricing for their home

secure a sale.
                                                                           If you want to talk about the market and how itʼs affecting
                                                                           your property value or about an impending move, please d
                                                                           not hesitate to contact us for a chat.

Church Street, Cleobury - £190,000
                                                                                                                       Are you searching for a characterful home in
                                                                                                                       the heart of Cleobury Mortimer? How about
                                                                                                                       views of the Church? Period features
                                                                                                                       throughout? Well, this one is a must view fo
                                                                                                                       you!
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Join us for a warm cup of cheer
and plenty of laughs at our

monthly Doddington Lodge
Coffee Mornings!

Every 2nd Friday of the month, come 
together with residents, family & friends over

tea or coffee. Enjoy freshly baked cakes as well
as the Doddington Lodge monthly raffle.

For only £2.50 per person – including your 
beverage and slice of cake – join us for our 

get-together on Friday, September 13th, 2024, 
from 10 am until midday.

We look forward to seeing you!

Come along!

Coffee morning

on Friday 13th

September 2024
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We always love the exciting activities and events
our amazing Activity Coordinators plan for us at
Doddington Lodge. This month has been filled

with lots of laughter and fun times.

One of the standout events was our Rock 'n' Roll
Day, which was an absolute blast! Our residents
enjoyed a special performance by the one and

only Elvis, played brilliantly by Carl Fisher. Carl’s
talented daughter, Molly, took charge of the
sound engineering. The music brought back

wonderful memories, filling the room with the
sounds of the past and everyone sang along with

big smiles on their faces.

We all enjoyed a delicious fish and chips lunch,
prepared by our amazing Chef Sarah, which was

the perfect way to end the day's event. 

DODDINGTON LODGE
MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING

A ROCK 'N' ROLL DAY AT
DODDINGTON LODGE! 

Thank you to everyone who joined us or
our Doddington Lodge Coffee Morning.
It was fantastic to see everyone! We
enjoyed lots of delicious home made
cakes, cups of tea and coffee. Plus our
fantastic raffle.

Don't forget to save the date for our next
Coffee Morning, which will be held on
the second Friday of the month, Friday,
September 13th, 2024. We look forward
to seeing you there! We love these
opportunities to catch up with our
friends and neighbours.
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Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Florist for all occasions, specialising in wedding and 
funeral flowers 

Winner of the Matrimony Award 2020 Best Wedding Florist
Nominated for 2021 Matrimony Awards

  
Christmas workshops available

Email:clairebradley1@icloud.com
01299 270415 or 07980 580770

CARTERER’R’S ANTIQUESESS

We are looking to purchase all manner of 
anƟques, jewellery, coins, medals 

and curiosiƟes.

For a free valuaƟons kindly telephone
John Carter: 07779 311792

Or email: johnbarney743@gmail.com
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Simon Morton In The Garden

Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes

It's a time of change. Or perhaps more 
accurately, it's a time when everything feels 
like it's changing except for me. The 
weather, for instance, has become more 
unpredictable than a toddler in a toy shop - 
one minute, the sun is shining, and the next, 
it's as if the sky has decided to tip a bucket 
of cold water on your head just to keep 
things interesting. Pity the poor farmers 
trying to find a dry spell for harvesting. I 
can almost hear them muttering under their 
breath, trying to schedule around a forecast 
that seems more like a game of roulette than 
meteorology.

The garden, too, is hurtling towards 
transformation at a record pace. No matter 
how quickly I dart around with my 
secateurs, snipping and deadheading in a 
frenzy, the blooms are fading faster than I’d 
like. It’s as if the entire garden has decided 
to join a synchronised slump towards 
Autumn, and I’m left wondering if I 
blinked and missed summer altogether. 

And don’t get me started on the weeds. 
Why is it that while everything else in the 
garden seems to be on the decline, weeds 
refuse to wane? They pop up with a vigour 
that would be admirable if it weren’t so 
bloody annoying. 

The grass is just as bad. 
Same goes for the molehills.  
The thing is that it’s been a hectic 

summer, or at least that’s what I keep 
telling myself as I glance at the plants still 
sitting in the greenhouse. They were grown 
from seed with the best of intentions but 
never quite made it to the beds. Next year, 
I’ll be more organised (honest). I’ll have a 
detailed colour-coded Gantt chart to keep 
me on the straight and narrow. But then 
again, I said that last year, too. And the year 
before that. 

Alas, it’s not just the garden changing at 
breakneck speed. Our home life is 
undergoing a transformation of its own. 
Last year, we experienced that bittersweet 
rite of passage when we dropped our eldest 
off at university for her first year at Keele. 
There were tears, of course, mostly from us 
parents, but the worry quickly faded as she 
blossomed in her new environment. She’s 
returned home semi-regularly, lured by the 
promise of home-cooked meals, free 
laundry service, and long-overdue hugs. 

And now it’s my son’s turn. With a solid 
haul of A-levels under his belt, he’s packing 
up his paints and canvases and heading off 
to Loughborough University. Our calendar 
is suddenly filled with accommodation 
panics, trips to Ikea, and attempts to teach 
him how to cook something other than 
pasta. And no, Pot Noodles don’t count, 
despite his passionate arguments to the 
contrary. 

I’m incredibly proud of them both, 
though I know at this point you’re probably 
reaching for something to vomit into. Well, 
dear reader, deal with it—I don’t care. 
They’re a pair of absolute marvels. Of 
course, this also means that my wife and I 
are now entering the dreaded “empty nest” 
phase of our relationship. She gets 100% 
undiluted me for the next few months, and 
I can already see the fear in her eyes, like 
she’s about to step onto a roller coaster 
she’s not entirely sure she wants to ride 
(insert your own jokes at will).

But as the great F. Scott Fitzgerald once 
said, “Life starts all over again when it 
gets crisp in the fall.” So here’s to 
change, to new beginnings, and to the 
hope that the plants might just make it out 
of the greenhouse next year.
Simon
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www.twswindowsanddoors.co.uk    sales@twshq.com    01562 822855 Unit 5, Lupin Works, Worcester Rd, Kidderminster DY10 1JR

WINDOWS

DOORS ROOF SYSTEMS

TRADE

Investing in our products will not only visually 
enhance your property but also offer the 
industry’s best in thermal performance 
technology and high security. All of our products 
are made to measure and can be customised in 
an array of colours and finishes to suit your home.

Walk in anytime! The showroom is 
open 6 days a week including 9am 
to 4pm on Saturdays, you can even 
bring your dog as our showroom is 
dog friendly too with fresh water, 
toys and treats to hand!

With over three decades in the industry we pride ourselves on 
offering extensive knowledge and a service you can rely on.

As comprehensive home improvement specialists, 
we take pride in installing a wide range of double-glazed 
products. TWS work with industry leaders and our 
employed fitters are CERTASS registered.
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Hollywaste Holiday Lets
Our 2 bedroom (ensuite) coƩage, sleeps up to 6 adults, situated in Hollywaste, Cleobury MorƟmer. Fully equipped kitchen, 

open plan living room with log burner, dining area and downstairs WC.  Includes Freesat and fast WiFi.  There are enclosed & open 
decking areas outside, to take advantage of the beauƟful countryside views, and a grassed area for outdoor games.

Open all year round and welcomes adults, children, 1 large dog or up to 2 small dogs

Discount of 10% available for locals simply quote “keepitlocal” at the checkout

Events we can accommodate:
StaycaƟons, Pamper weekends , ShooƟng weekends , Wedding venue, Minimoon stays, Stargazing weekends, 

Cookery weekends & events, Camping and caravan pitches are also available!
If you're interested in hiring our space or land for any event and Ɵme frame.

Tel: 07962 151322  Email: hollywasteholidaylets@gmail.com FB: hƩps://www.facebook.com/HollywasteHolidayCoƩage

Website: hƩps://hollywasteholidaylets.squarespace.com for more informaƟon

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH CARE 

Providing a thorough nail and foot 

care treatment in the comfort of 

your own home. 

Registered and insured 

practitioner. 

STACEY WILLIAMS FHP Dip  RFHP 
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Rachel Siddall  DipCFHP, MPSPract

Footcare in the privacy of your own 
home:

Nail trimming
Ingrowing toenails
Corn removal
Thickening nails
Callus reducƟon 
Verruca treatment 
DiabeƟc foot care

Foot Health
PracƟƟoner

07478 007913
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

♦

16 Church Street, Cleobury Mortimer, Kidderminster 
DY14 8BX 

Tel: 01299 270012
Email: cleoburyopticians@outlook.com 

♦
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TOTAL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

Fireplaces built for mul fuel burning stoves,
Plastering, Building & General Maintenance

Rob Taylor
    Mobile: 07944 074540             Landline:01299 832734

Email@ rptbuilding@hotmail.co.uk

A M Plumbing & Heating

*General plumbing

*Bathrooms

*Hot water cylinders

*Central heaƟng

*OŌec approved

*Oil boilers

*Servicing

*Power flushing

Call Today: 07565 181554
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MRS GRUMPY

Chaos recently as three way traffic lights 
were set up near the Catherton Road with 
resulting tailbacks and gridlock at busy 
times. Obviously some important and 
extensive work going on. Actually, no. An 
evening examination revealed a small 
hole– in the pavement. I appreciate that 
'elf and safety precautions need to be 
taken to protect the workforce, especially 
as so few people actually want to work 
these days but this does seem a bit OTT. 
  A similar situation on the A4117 the other 
side of the Blount which has had 
'temporary' lights installed for months now 
with no signs of any repair activity. Things 
there are now so bad that the plants that 
once constituted the verge have now 
grown halfway across the road. How long 
before they spread further and shut the 
road completely?. I can also see why they 
have started painting speed limits on the 
road surface – probably because the trees 
on each side of the road have grown so 
much they are obscuring the original 
signs. 
  Did you enjoy exams? Most of us didn't, 
but there is now a perfectly acceptable 
reason: An academic at Sussex University 
has said that exams are just a way of 
inflicting colonial bias on marginalised 
students (that would be me – certainly 
intellectually marginalised at least). 
Apparently, even expecting students to 
use proper English is a hangover from 
colonialism as not all have been bought up 
using  'Queen's English'. This has ignited a 
row with other academics who claim that 
this approach is itself racist as it assumes 
a skin colour or different culture means 
you can't do exams. I wonder who 
ultimately pays all their salaries – oh, that 
would be us... 
  More gender wars at the Olympics with 
two (questionably) female boxers being 
allowed to compete even though the World 
Boxing Association had banned them last 

year after they failed a gender test. 
Interestingly, the WBO is headed by 
Russia and they know a thing or two about 
gender manipulation so if they aren't 
happy, why was this allowed?. By now, 
you will be aware that they both won the 
gold medal in their classes. Quelle 
surprise... 
  An interesting piece in the 'Times' from 
100 years ago about a scam which parted 
social climbers from their cash with false 
promises of Knighthoods and other 
honours in exchange for a 'donation'. 
Thank goodness things have changed, as 
now when you make a donation, you 
actually get the Knighthood or seat in the 
Lords...That's progress!. 
  It is no secret that the late Queen Mother 
liked a tipple with a gin and Dubonnet 
being her favourite but any suggestion that 
she was an alcoholic is untrue. As the 
MailOnline commented, she was just said 
to be a 'devoted drinker' so next time you 
are ch ided for excess ive a lcohol 
consumption, you have a perfect riposte... 
  Problems just won't go away for Thames 
Water with Ofwat, the regulator, having 
awoken from a 30 year slumber and hit 
them with a proposed fine of £104 million. 
This is appealable but most of their 
investors have already voted with their feet 
and written down the value of their 
holdings to zero. It has also been revealed 
that the Water Minister in the last 
government was unhappy with releasing 
figures showing spills had increased by  
54% last year. He argued that more 
monitoring was the reason... (memo to 
future Ministers: the spills still increased...) 
  A worrying development with several high 
value cars having been stolen from 
Cleobury after the thieves broke into 
houses to steal the keys. A further attempt 
was apparently foiled in part to due to the 
presence of a wheel lock so it seems that 
old fashioned security can be useful.  
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST

“Forest schools”

Fully qualified electrician and bathroom fitter with 
over 30 years experience

 Electrical Installations & Repairs
 Bathroom & Kitchen Installations
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RouƟne & Emergency emptying of DomesƟc & Commercial:

SEPTIC TANKS

TREATMENT PLANTS

ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS

BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE

GREASE TRAPS
Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.  

Call us now for your free quote.

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING
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The southern French coastline in August is 
generally considered a delightful place but it 
wasn't like that in 1944. Anticipating the success 
of the Normandy landings, Allied planners had 
agreed on a separate and simultaneous 
operation to invade the south of France and 
create a pincer movement to expel the German 
forces from the whole country.  However, a 
shortage of shipping resulted in a two month 
delay. The operation was originally called 'Anvil' 
but this was changed to 'Dragoon' not long 
before it was executed on 15th August. The 
operation is is now part of French and US 
history but seems to have been almost 
completely forgotten in the UK.
  The ground troops comprised US and French 
forces although British paratroops took part in 
an airdrop to secure a strategic town 10 miles 
inland. The main British contribution was from 
the Royal Navy which provided over 200 
warships and numerous support vessels. The 
RN vessels included a battleship, 7(!) aircraft 
carriers, 11 cruisers, 32 destroyers and numerous 
smaller vessels including 20 LCI(L) (Landing 
Craft Infantry (Large). These were seagoing craft 
around 160 feet long and capable of carrying 
2-300 troops. They had a shallow draft and were 
designed to run up and ground on the beach. 
They then lowered two ramps to allow the 
troops to land without getting their feet too wet. 
One of these, LCI(L)278, was commanded by my 
late father and transported around 200 members 
of the 142nd Regiment of the US 36th (Texas) 
Infantry division.
  So, in June 2023, my son and I, armed with my 
father's 'Top Secret' map from the day and his 
photos of the landing, visited St Raphael in an 
attempt to find the spot where he hit the beach. 
This was complicated by the fact that, on the 
day, the intended landing beach was heavily 
mined and defended resulting in the loss of 
several ships. As a result, the naval commander 
ordered the flotilla to land at an alternative site 
four miles to the east which took the new 
destination off of the edge of the operational 

map. Our first port of call was the memorial to 
the landings situated just behind that beach and, 
to our amazement, one of the large photos 
displayed around the memorial was virtually 
identical to one taken by my father on the day. 
These both showed a large building just inland 
(now demolished) which was a  brickworks so a 
task which we thought might take days, was 
achieved in about 30 minutes.
  A further stroke of luck, courtesy of the power 
of Facebook following a post from my son 
asking for information, resulted in a meeting the 
next day with the organiser of this year's 80th 
anniversary commemoration. Interestingly, he 
thought we were from the US and wasn't aware 
of the extent of the UK involvement despite 
having written a book on the area and its history. 
We showed him my father's map which 
intrigued him as he had not seen a copy before 
and he invited us to the commemoration events 
in 2024. The next couple of days were spent 
touring the various beaches and looking at the 
remains of the defences. One mystery remains: 
another photo noted by my father as taken on 
the day, shows his ship landing US troops in a 
rocky inlet which does not resemble any of the 
beaches we saw. 
   On our return home, we continued to 
investigate the operation and I started the 
apparently simple process of inquiring whether 
there would be a UK presence at the main event. 
Oh dear. Some months went by trying to find an 
appropriate person within the MoD and resulted 
in a number of unanswered messages and /or 
buck passing. Eventually, in desperation, I 
contacted our embassy in Paris and got a helpful 
response and a (half) promise that there would 
be UK representation. Following this, more 
silence ensued and when I sent a reminder, I was 
told that my contact had moved on and further 
enquiries resulted in me being told, seven days 
before the event, that no-one would be coming....  
   Next month: What happened then and did 
anyone turn up on the day?
Steve Todd

Following in Father’s Footsteps
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Clarion Clippings. -  The Local News

PETSMAX, 
SOMETHING SPECIAL

The place was attracting interest 
long before the doors were open 
for trade. The shopfront looked 
like the sedum roof on Cleobury 
Country Centre in Love Lane. 
That original cost quite a few 
bob, but this High Street version 
was planted by Hannah and 
Kristian of PetsMax, the small 
shop where Fiona traded for so 
many years. The newcomers 
wanted something different and 
as they planted it themselves you 
can bet it was a good looking 
idea at bargain price. No fools, 
these two.

Kristian and Hannah, the 
friendly folk behind PetsMax.

  They know the pet trade very 
well, enough to avoid some of 
the famous brands whose 
contents don’t justify the price 
asked. They have built a strong 
wholesale business on quality at 
an affordable price. Now they are 
setting about building their own 
chain of retail pet food shops 
under the PetsMax brand name. 
This first branch is small, but 
their next one in Stourport is an 
impressive 6,000 square feet, 
spread over the two floors of an 
old bank building. And as a 
w h o l e s a l e r t h e y h a v e a 
warehouse at Clows Top where 

they can get whatever of their 
range you need very quickly. 
  Hannah will be running the 
Cleobury shop initially and 
they’ll be looking to recruit for 
this branch and the bigger 
Stourport  one. Hannah is on 
07533 589 762 and the overall 
s a l e s s i d e i s o n 
sales@petsmax.co.uk

CLOWS TOP
VICTORY HALL

Summer is well and truly over 
which means we are now into 
the autumn run up to Christmas. 
So here is some of what's on.
JUMBLE SALE. Saturday 12th 
October. Doors open 1.30pm. 20p 
entrance.
BARN DANCE. Saturday 19th 
October. 7.30pm adults £12 child 
16 and under £5.
Steve Woodson

SIMON’S NEW BOOK

Simon Morton, whose garden 
stories grace these pages every 
month, has a new book out this 
month. He’s the best man to tell 
you all about it:
A bit of background: I sold my 
business, Eyeful Presentations 

(www.eyefulpresentations.co
m), almost two years ago. 
What makes this story special 
is that I sold the business to its 
employees. This employee 
o w n e r s h i p a p p r o a c h i s 
gaining momentum across the 
UK as more business owners 
look for ethical ways to cash 
in while supporting the 
people who helped make the 
business successful.
 T h e b o o k , “ E m p l o y e e 
Ownership : A Guide to 
Transitioning from Boss to 
Benefactor,” is a practical 
guide for business founders 
on how to ensure the process 
is as smooth and beneficial as 
p o s s i b l e f o r e v e r y o n e 
involved, especial ly the 
employees. I’ve drawn from 
m y o w n e x p e r i e n c e t o 
simplify the complex aspects 
and make it both readable and 
a c t i o n a b l e . A s y o u c a n 
imagine, it’s filled with stories 
that bring the topic to life…
   The book will be available 
on Amazon, Apple Books, and 
as an audiobook from mid-
August.
Simon

RICHIE AT THE REGAL
This sounds good. On Friday the 
27th, the Regal at Tenbury Wells 
offers an evening with Malcolm 
Pitt, presenting the music of 
Lionel Richie. It’s the show he’s 
performed for ITV”s ‘Sunday at 
the Palladium’ and the BBC’s 
Graham Norton Show.  The show 
starts at 7.30 and if you like 
nostalgia and love songs, this 
will be a real treat.
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Registered Charity No. 1193641

Discuss joining our team by telephoning 01584 233131
or email admin@temewheels.org.uk

Website: temewheels.org.uk
We are open from 9.00am - 1.00pm Monday to Friday

We look forward to hearing from you!

Join the team and experience the satisfaction of knowing you have helped 
make a difference to someone’s life. 

Volunteer with our friendly community transport service. 
Drive your own vehicle, for which there is a mileage reimbursement. 

Times to suit you!

TWW
TemeTeme

W
heels

W
heels
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Rubber, Fibreglass & Felt
Re poinƟng & Chimney Repairs
Fascias & GuƩering

Take advantage of our offer: Replace your flat roof Making EPDM (rubber) your 
choice for a long lasƟng, weatherproof & high slip resistant membrane, with a 

lifespan of 50 years, get it for the same price as felt, which only carries a 10 year 
guarantee!

Replace your flat roof with EPDM (rubber) & add a skylight or lantern, 
giving extra light to your room starƟng from as liƩle as £400!!

Freephone 0800 0855277 * 07538 471274
Www.onestop roofing.co.uk
onestoproofinguk@gmail.com

Family business est. 35 years.
All repair work undertaken
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Community Contacts for Clarion Readers
CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.ray@cleobury.org.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.
CLEOBURY DENTAL PRACTICE 01299 271747 www.cleoburydental.co.uk  

CLEOBURY CARERS Michelle 01743 341995 carerssupport@shropshire.gov.uk 

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE 
COMMUNITIES

Katja Jones 07966 080111 Tuesday and Thursday at the Medical Centre

CLEOBURY LIBRARY 01299 272301 Open 9 to 7 Mon, 9 to 5 Tues/Fri, 10 to 1 Sat.
LOCAL POLICE

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Lowri Hughes cleoburybeavers@gmail.com  

CRIMESTOPPERS Free Police 
contact

0800 555 111 Talk in confidence, to report any crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
HELPLINE

0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL Age UK 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home

MARKET HALL Sam 07385 698574 markethall@cleobury.org.uk 

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service.

SHROPHIRE DOCTORS 111 Service available evenings and weekends

THE MEN’S SHED Pete Blackburn 07776 243 584 petblack@me.com 

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers 
i ti

ST ELIZABETH’S R.C CHURCH Angela Flowers 01299 270318 Sunday Mass at 9.00am

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary 
Abbiss

01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL (Clerk) Dorothy McBride 01299 271154

St MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

S. SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM 01584 874922

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME Mandy Smith 01299 666119

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30
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SOLAR PV

EV CHARGERS

AIR SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

GROUND SOURCE
HEAT PUMPS

BATTERIES

VENTILATION

UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

RADIATORS

With over 130 years combined experience, we are keen to help
with all your energy enquiries and deliver impartial advice.
Totally free desktop quotes for Solar PV and Heat Pump systems
completely unique to your property to show you exactly how
much you could save. 
Self-consumption gadgets to help you utilise all of your generated
energy. Whether its a Smart Electric Car Charger, Immersion
Diverters or Battery Storage Units, we can help you become more
independent from the grid. 
Ensure your heating is as efficient as possible, through underfloor
heating installation, radiator upgrades and smart hot water
cylinders. 
Advice on all Government Grants and Incentives. 
Local support with annual servicing through our in-house EZCare
package.

EnergyZone is one of the largest renewable energy companies in the
Midlands, having provided domestic and commercial sustainable
energy solutions for over 20 years. 
Based next to Hobsons Brewery in Cleobury Mortimer, we are your
local experts in renewable and low carbon energy. 
 
The current energy crisis has been incredibly eye-opening as we
come to realise how reliant we are on other countries for fuel.
Wouldn't it be nice to become more independent and less reliant on
the volatile energy prices... well, that's where we can help!
 
What can EnergyZone Offer? 

About usOur Services

01299 270011

sales@energyzone.co.uk

For your peace of mind, EnergyZone has the following accreditations:

Get in touch today to start renewing your energy!
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The Cleobury Clarion Social Calendar for September

Sun. 1st. 10.00  CMFA Country Walk starts from the Parish Church. PAGE 13
Tue. 3rd  2.00. Carer Support Group meet at St Mary’s Place, Love Lane.
Wed. 4th GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                6.00 to 7.00 Late Night at the Food Bank, Market Hall
                7.30 Whist Drive at Doddington village hall
Sat.  7th. Nature photography walk on Clee Hill with Julian Cartwright. PAGE 15 
               6.00  ‘Beer and Tittles’ Night, Hopton Wafers village hall. PAGE 7
Sun. 8th. 5.00 Re-opening of Melville Chapel at Oreton PAGE 17
Tue. 10th 7.30am The Breakfast Club meet at the Golf Club when Francis Engleheart speaks PAGE 9
Wed.  11th.GENERAL HOUSEHOLD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                   10.00am CMFA Walk for Health starts from Blackstone Car Park, Bewdley.
                   10.00. CoCo Coffee Morning, Market Hall
                     7.00. Royal British Legion AGM, Sports and Social Club. PAGE 5
Thu.  12th. 7.30 The Borders Classic Bike Club meet at the Blount Arms.
Fri. 13th 10.30 Coffee Morning at Doddington Lodge; visitors most welcome. PAGE 33
                 7.00 Royal British Legion Harvest Auction, Sports and Social Club PAGE 5
                 8.00 Bingo Night at Doddington village hall
Sat. 14th. 3.00  Neen Savage Applefest in the village hall. PAGE 5
                Clee Hill walk between its four churches, with Rev Mark Daborn PAGE 15
Mon. 16th. 7.30 The Reading Group meet at the town library.
Wed. 18th GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                  7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington village hall.
Sat. 21st. 9.00  Cleobury Country Farmers Market is at the Parish Church
                2.00  Afternoon Tea at Hopton village hall, fund raising for MacMillan Cancer Support. PAGE 7
Sun.  22nd. 10.00 The Borders Classic Bike Show is at Lacon Childe School, Love Lane
Wed.  25th. GENERAL HOUSEHOLD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY
                     10.00 Walking for Health step out for a local walk.
                     10.00 CoCo Coffee Morning at the Market  Hall
                     10.00. Coffee Morning at Doddington village hall.
                     7.00  Royal British Legion informal gathering at The Talbot Hotel PAGE 5
Fri.  27th. 8.00. Bingo Night at Doddington village hall.
Sat.  28th.  10.00 Walking for Health steps out from the Market Hall. PAGE 13
Sun. 29th. 6.30 Harvest Festival at Melville Chapel, Oreton.
Mon. 30th. 7.30 Nearly Dead Poets’ Society meet at the library. PAGE 5
LOOKING FORWARD TO OCTOBER:
Wed.  2nd. GARDEN AND FOOD WASTE BINS EMPTIED TODAY 
                  7.30. Whist Drive at Doddington village hall
Wed. 9th 12.30 Soup lunches start again at Melville Chapel
REGULAR EVENTS OF INTEREST;
Monday:  Bingo Night at the Market Hall
Tuesday:  Friendship Club meet at the Parish Hall.
Thursday: 10.00 Drop-in at Saint Mary’s church for a cuppa and chat.
                    7.30. Tina Hobin’s ‘Dance of Life’ gentle exercise class at the Market Hall.,

restarts on September 11th.
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Borders
Classic
Bike
Show

• Autojumble 
• All Day Breakfast 
• Camping available 
• Tickets £5 on gate

Enjoy your ride through 
beautiful Shropshire for a  

Bike-tastic day out! 
Lacon Childe School, Cleobury 
Mortimer DY14 8PE 
Jim Reynolds 01299 270642 
   07410 997 212 
Steve Todd    01299 271639

22 Sept 2024 • 10-4.30

Triumph MCC 
Anniversary75

Special guest!  
Harley-riding Bishop of Hereford

Supporting Air Ambulance & Lacon Childe School
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Paul Harding                         Tree Services

BILL’S QUALITY METALWORK 
5 GREENFIELD ROAD, CRAVEN ARMS, SY7 9QU 

Manufacturing Made to Measure Gates and Railings 
~Balconies and Staircases, Handrails, Carports, 

Structural Steelwork and Mobile Welding Service. 
Phone Bill on 07973 248 016 or 01588 673 914 

Office for a free quote

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER CLARION :  SEPTEMBER 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury 

Mortimer, Shropshire, DY 14 8PA
Tel: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212 E:editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk

Web: www.cleobury clarion.co.uk
Printed by Badger Print. Tel: 01952 730511

———————
Collect your Clarion in Cleobury from:  Londis, Cleobury Cafe, Severn 

Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Purslows, The Library.
And out in the county:

The Blount Arms, Heath Farm Meats,  Clee Hill Stores, Clows Top Store, The 
Colliers Cafe, Sun & Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Ludlow 

Library; Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; Duck Inn, Chorley; Live & Let Live, 
Neen Sollars; Eagle & Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, Kinlet.

Also from the parish churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, 
Hopton Wafers, Neen Savage, Neen Sollars and Stottesdon.
—————————————————————————————
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COME AND JOIN OUR TEAM...
Junior Marketing Manager - Full time

Telesales - Part time 16 hrs

For more details visit www.hobsons-brewery.co.uk/recruitment/
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Gym
Exercise Classes

Sports Hall
Outside Astro Pitch

Netball 
Tennis Courts

DOWNLOAD OUR APP


